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If there be any trihli in the l emark of Dean .Swift, that 
the man who makes three blades of grass grow where 
only two g'revv before deserves well of Ids count ry, the 
tiuthfnl and able nussi(jnary may be allowed to occn|)y a 
chief seat among' the friends and bencfactoi’s of tlte 
human race. His laliours smooth the way for the 
triumph of science ; increase the prodiu c of the earth, 
by multiplying the hands em])loyed in its cultivation; 
and create new demands tor tlse n)anufactures of Ids own 
country, while he is iesscidiig the miseries of his fellow- 
creatures, elevating- savages and barbarians to a state 
of civilization, and cheering- them vsith the hope of a 
life to come. 

Man, in his individual and collective cajracity, is so 
constituted, that no improvement can take place in any 
part of the one or tlie other without dilliising- its in- 
lluence over the whole man, and over thp whole frame of 
society. The thorough knowledge of ojie science reipdres 
a general acquaintance with many others. With the 
improvements of science, tlio arts ami mannfactiu’es of 
a country inay be- expected to ket'i) jiace. I'he late 
di,scoveries in chendsiry, fur iicstauce, have diiTnsed 
their inlluence and their energies over every depgrt- 
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merit of science, from its general princi|)les to its most 
minute details, from the lofty speculations of the phi- 
losopher to the humble operations of the mechanic. 

It is the same as it respects the progress of genuine 
religion. With the Reformation arose a thirst for 
knowledge in general ; ami to the strengtli of that 
desire may be traced the extension of printing, tlie 
resurrection of genius, the establishment of schools, 
the multiplication of books, and the brightest period in 
the annals of Europe. Without a motive, a thirst for 
knowledge could not have existed ; witiiout printing, 
that desire could not have been gratified ; without 
schools, education could have never become common; 
and without a capacity to read, printing would have 
been a useless discovery, anti genius would have lan- 
guislied for want of enctuiragement, or perished for 
want of bread. Thus the extension of printing, the esta- 
blishment of schools, the general dilfusion of know'- 
ledge, the revival of literature, and the late discoveries 
in science, may all be viewed as springing from the 
Reformation. 

The efl’etis of missions are nut to be confined to 
what constitutes their piiiicipal object. The exertions 
made to accomplish that object bring inauraerable 
advantages, connected with the improvement of the 
world, in their tmin. I'lic great extension (T literature 
in InHia, — the rapid multipliedtion of books in that 
interesting portion of the globe, — the translations going 
on in the various languages of that country; — the vast 
increase of schools for the instruction of tlie natives,— 
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the erection of a religious establishment, — the spirit of 
inquiry amojigst the natives,— the easy access now 
afiorded us to the literature of the East, — have all 
sprung from the labours of missionaries. 

With the translation of the Scriptures into the lan- 
guages and dialects of a kingdom, come translators, 
gramraai-s, lexicons, type-founders, and printers, with 
all their literary and scientific apparatus, llie litera- 
ture of a country is brought into requisition ; criticism 
and knowledge begin to circulate ; and the collision 
of mind, wdiich arises from opposition of sentiment, 
calls the slumbering energies of a nation into exercise. 
Every new translation of the Sraiptures into a mo- 
dern language provokes comparison ; the original 
languages are cultivated to dissipate the doubts which 
may be excited by the discrejiancies of translatoi's ; 
the student of sacred literature, who, perhaps, in the 
commencement of liis pursuits, thought of nothing 
but correcting a false translation, or making a new 
one, finds that there is no species of knowledge, 
whether in science or literature, in the history of men 
or manners, which may not be useful to him in his great 
object. Knowledge always desires increase ; it is like 
tire, which must first be kindled by .some external agent, 
but which will afterwards propagate itself in every 
direction. 

While our missionaries, beyond the borders of the 
colony of the Cape of Go(k1 Hope, are everywhere 
scattering the seeds of civilization, .social order, and 
happiness, they are, by the most unexceptionable 
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meat!?!, o^Kiending- British interests, British influencte, 
and the British empire. 

Wherever the missionary ])iaees his standard among 
a savage tribe, their prejndices against the colonial 
ffovertnnenf give ■'vav : their dependence upon the co- 
lony is increased by the creation of artificial wants ; 
confidence is restored : iiilerconrse with the colony is 
established : indintry, trade, ami agricnltnre spring np; 
and eveia genuine eon\ ('rt from among them made to 
the Chri'lian religmni becomes the nltv and friend of 
the coliaiial g'ovenunent. d'he materials of our con- 
quests. made in this vav. will bear examination. Tri- 
umphs gained in' sm h neap ais of casion no tears, and 
present no disgiistitig details : they an' th(' triumphs of 
reason oxer ignonime. of < is irr/.eliim over barbarism, 
and of benevoienc{' <uer (■nu‘lt\ and oppression. 

It may he an easy thing for a tln'orctical Enropeaiij 
lnokiri‘r at oueo-fnnr trnssiunarx institutions, to imagine 
and as'^ert tliat {fic’v.ot lv might have Ix'en accomjslished 
hv other nicatis. Pluiosoj. iters and projet tots had a. 
hundred :uul fifty xcar-' to iiy their <kii! upon the Hot- 
tetitofs ftefore (uir mis^-inns cottimciti ed, :uu! \xliat was 
done? — nothing ! \\ itcn Iht' missions bi'gan in South 

Afriea, we found the jjoor natives as far fiom a state of 
civilization, its the\ were at the fitst iitlrodnclion of 
Kuropemts :o/!o/ig thmn. Ti;t y \vere dejtrivt'd of tiieir 
conntrv ; from a sttiOs of imii'pendence Iht'y were re- 
duced io the misenes of siawrv; their herds of cattle 
foil owed their laniis atui ptissed ovet into the hands of 
their intrusive neighbours; and ttll they luid gained in 
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return for these sacrifices, were a few beads, tobacco, 
and spirits, and a number of vices unknown to them in 
their forim!r ignorance. 

Dr. Col(|uhoun says, the Hottentots are a poor de- 
jected harmless race, evidently deficient in memory. 
Of the Bushmen, the same respectable writer remarks, 
that they are so extremely savage and ferocious, that 
they are incapable of beiitg civilized. Gibbon, speak- 
ing of the same people, says that they seem to be the 
connecting link between the rational and the irrational 
creation. On tlie ground of such statements, an able 
and distinguished writer of the ])resent age remarks, in 
reference to attempts said to Inn e been made to civilize 
the natives of South Africa, “ 'Fhat the ex])eriinent has 
been tried with the' Hottentots, whom we might reason- 
ably expect to be disgusted with their domestic misery, 
both bv the East India Comjiany and by individuals, 
but they have never been jiersuaded to buy ccunfort at 
the expense of iudepeudeiue, which has endeared to 
them the coarse maiiiier of life to which they have been 
accustomed * 

It is acknowledged that attempts had been made by 
the East India (oimpauy, and by individuals, to civilize 
the Hottentots, and that these atteni|)ts had completely 
failed. I'Vom iliis failure, the conclusion has been drawn, 
that the Hottentots are weak in intellect, almost devoid 
of memory, and that the Bushmen are incapal)le of civi- 
lization. How far these conclusions are just, will be 
seen in the perusal of these volumes. 

* Suiniii'r OH the Uecords of Ihe Creation. 
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The object proposed in this work will, I hope, be 
deemed a s«ffi('ient apolog^ for not having taken more 
notice of the iisefni labours of the Moravian, the Glas- 
gow, and the Wesleyan Missionary Societies in South 
Africa. In laying before the public the oppressions of 
“the native tiibes, with a view to obtain for them the 
protection of the Ih itish Government, for reasons which 
must be satisfactory to the friends of the different mis- 
sionary societies in this country, and to their w’orthy 
agents in Africa, I have found it necessary to confine 
the j)roofs of niv aliegations to facts and documents in 
ray own possession, and to what has come under my 
own observation. If any blame is to be inciUTcd by 
the manner in which 1 have prosecuted my labours 
in this holy cause, 1 have resolved that that blame 
.shall attach to no one but myself; and if it shall 
please Providence to crown them with success, the 
labourers of other societies, in common with those of 
that society to \vhich I belong, will have the same 
cause for thankfulness.' 

I \ iew the different mis.sionary societies, now engaged 
in this great vvoik, as so many divisions of tlio same 
army ; and however we may bo distinguished by a dif- 
ference in our uniforms, and by the names of our it'spec- 
tive bodies, it is the standard of the cross under which 
we figiff, and the success of one is the .success of all. 
The Christian tnis.sionary should be of no sect ; and it 
should not be know'ii by bis spirit among tlie heathen, 
nor among tho.se engaged with him in the same service, 
to what denomination he belongs. He labours for the 
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conversion of the heathen to a common Christianity^ not 
to the peculiarities of any particular party, and to bring 
them into the fellowship of the Christian church, with- 
out caring to what division of it they may belong. 
Having brought them into the fold of Christ, he leaves 
t(^ pastors and teachers to say in what pens or partitions 
they shall be inclosed, within the common pale or fence, 
intent to collect those of whom the great shepherd says, 
other sheep have I which are not of this fold, them 
also 1 must bring in.” 


My object in the composition of these pages has not 
beeji to expose men, but measures ; and m preparing 
them for the press, I ha\ e studied, as much as possible, 
to divest myself of all personal feelings. My motto, in 
all my labours in this cause, has uniformly been, I 
shall “ nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in ma- 
lice.” The necessity of bringing forward the names 
of so many individuals in connexion with the disclo- 
sures made in these Aolumes, has been to me the 
most painful part of the task imposed upon me in the 
{)resent undertaking. “ Surely, to every good and 
peaceable man, it must, in nature, needs be a hateful 
thing to be a displeaser Cviid molester of thousands ; 
much rather would it like him, doubtless, to be the 
messenger of gladness and contentment, which is his 
chief intended business to all mankind ; but that they 
resist and oppose their own happiness 

We shall perhaps be told, that such evils should 


* Milton. 
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be left to he corrected by the proefress of society; but 
long' and painful experience has taught us, that the liber- 
ties we -ask for an o])pressed j)coplc do not fall into their 
lap like fruit from a tree a lien it is ripe, and never can be 
obtained from the privileired t lasses, exee])t by the inter- 
ference of a stronger powi'r than that employed to keep 
them in a state of subjugation. Ih'esent gain is always 
preferred to that wliich is remote and contingent only, 
and the \ ()i('e of Immaaiiv has little ehanet* of being 
heard amidst ilte ( lamoiir of pardon and seltishriess. 

The })rt'sent lientenant-goM'rnor of the Cape lias dis- 
played a liher.d spirit towards the mi^-^icats : but while 
things rmnain in their pre'^e!l^ stade, nopt'rmanent relief 
is to be hoped fa', in (»p])o-ifion to the tide of prejtuliee 
and interest wliicl! the highe-t 'antliorlty in the colony will 
have to oj)j)o.'(' in endea.A om-ii-g to did'orni the natives. 
The governor of Midi a eolonv a< the Cape oftiood 
Hope, must alwavs be depeiukid. for the information 
bo receives resjieeting the Aborigine.s, upon those in 
official situations, and immediately aliout his person ; 
and I'.is iutot-mers being interested per-ims, or eon- 
neeted with sndi, it i> extremeh (litlieull for liini to get 
at the truth <■>[ tiieir situafion. or to resist the tendency 
of the coinersadioii of their eiH'inies, to projialice his 
mind agaim-t tiiem, and again.-t all plans juojmsed for 
their improvement. Tlie greatest hmtianiiy and even 
tiileifts in a governor are not alway.s proof against unjn.st 
insinautions, eaid atnres. and oalmnnie.s invented to dis- 
paragi' the natives. AV'hile he remains in (djie 'loun, 
he has no me.uis of obtaining correct information re- 
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s^icdinnc tbcm ; and, if he travels over the country 
himself, the liability he is under to be imposed upon, is 
not lessened. In the first instance he is deceived by 
the representations of others only ; in the second, he 
becomes himself a ])atiy in flic deceit. 

A g'ovcrnor leaves ( 'ape I’own to visit the interior. 
Prejmrations are made for weeks previous to this jour- 
nev. Mis intentions are amionnced in the (jazette; 
notices are sent to the local magistrates to liave 
relays of horses ready on ditlerent pai ts of the road for 
his service ; he spends a day or twu at the seats of 
tlie chief magistrates of the districts throngjh whicli he 
])aSses : he sim's the local authorities and the farmei'.s, 
converses with them, reci'ivi's their petitions, and hears 
their ('omplaints, 1'he opt>-aaf (taxes), and th.e want 
of lalionrers, form the lare'cst items in tlie list of p’riev- 
ances. 'j'lu' landdr; sts, and clerks, and farmers, have 
all the same views respi'cline' the Hottentots and other 
Aborioinos ; thev considc'r tlumi as the afisointe pro- 
perty of the colonists, and a-; mmh made for their 
use as their cattle and ^heep : thus, while the e’overnor 
hears nothing' but what is jirejudieia! to the Aborigines, 
and to every scheme de\is('(i for tiieir benellt. iu' enters 
into all till' measure.s recommended to him the more 
readily, bc'cause, ipnorant of the aids which have been 
practised upon him, lu' docs it under the false impres- 
sion that he has smai everyihino- uith his own eves, 
and heard evea vt hinp- with his own ears. 

d'he subjeet of the present volumes, renders it neces- 
sary that sumcthiiiy; should be said iu this place of the 
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cirtumstances in wliioh they originated, and of the object 
proposed by their publicatioti. d'he sufl'erings of the 
natives under the Dutch government, have been fully 
depicted by Mr. liarrow, but it did not begin to be 
suspected in England, till lately, how little their con- 
dition has been improved by the change of masters 
they experienced when the Englisli took possession 
of the Cape. It seems to have been too easily taken 
for granted, that because w(i could declaim agniust 
Dutch inhumauity, and because the natives in the first 
instance viewed our conquest of the colony as a deliver- 
ance, that all tlieir early (‘xpectations had been real- 
ized, and that their o[)pre‘;,sioi)s had passed away Avith 
the power of their former masters. Such were the im- 
pressions, at least, under which I arrived at the Cape 
of Good Hope in 1819, an<l such were the feelings I 
endeavoured to iherish, till I could no longer retain 
them. 

During my first journey into the interior of the coun- 
try, in l8l9, many tacts came under my observation 
at variance with the favourable opinion 1 had formed 
of the condition of the natives ; but the explanations I 
i-eceived from the local authorities of the districts, where 
iiupurles were made, led me to su[)pose that they 
arose out of the old habits of tlie peojilc which our 
government had not been able to correct ; but tliat, 
nevertheless, the work of amelioration was going for- 
ward, and that in a few more years there would be 
no grounds for further complaint. 

When I had occiision to submit the grievances of the 
l>eople at our iii-stitutioiis, to the colonial government, the 
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facts were denied by tlie local authorities, against whom 
the conij)laints were made. I was j)reseiitcd with go- 
vernment proclamations, declanng the Hottentots to be 
a free pen})ie, and declaring at the same time that their 
improvement and happiness had always been a fa- 
vourite object with the colonial government. And there 
was so much address dis{)layed in the management of 
the whole system, that it might have continued to 
operate for an mdimited time, had it not been for the 
collision occasioned by its coming in contact with onr 
missionary institutions^ and for the obstinacy which 
refused to lessen the friction till the sparks burst into 
flames. 

To account for the manner in wliich the oppressions 
of the natives have been increased of late years, it 
will be necessary to take into consideration the change 
whicli h:rs taken place in their relative value as la- 
bourers, by the abolition of tl)C slave-trade in 18(t7. 
While slaves could be got for a trifle, by the vessels 
engaged in this trade touching at theCajjc, the natives 
were not of much importance to the colonists, and 
many of them in those districts in which slaves were 
numerous, were allowed to live after their ancient man- 
ner. In the more remote and thinly-inhabited districts 
of the colony, in w'liich there were few shu es, and in 
w'hich the restraints of law and government were 
scarcely felt, the native.s were more dreaded, and, there- 
fore, more hated and oppressed. Ibiable longer to 
endure their sufferings, they at last took up arms 
against their oppressors, and drove them before them 
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till ihey were niei by the English tr(M)ps in tl\0 district 
of tjcorge. 

The niiti\es kK)king- upon the English us their 
friends, and the ecdonists in those districts being then 
very miuh disutfeeted to the new goveriunent, this 
inufli injured race obtained soon' sliare of favour and 
protection. It was among the j)eo[)le that had been en- 
gag'ed in this insurrection a;..^■ainst the tanners, that Dr. 
Vanderkenip began lii> labuurs ; and the other mis- 
sionary stations of the London Missionary Society 
within tlu* co!on\ , s[)rang out of Hethelsdorp, or were 
conijHised of the small remnants of the lloUeutots who 
had been stdl left in their nativ«' state. 

'I'he missions were never pojndar aimntg the colonists 
in general ; but wliiie the coh)nists could obtain a siif- 
lieient >npj»!y of laboun'rs at a low price, the mission- 
aries were allowed to pox eed in their efl’ort.s to im- 
prove llu' people. If l!i(‘ missionaries were scowled 
ujron bv many (d the uhitt; po[)idaiion, and they 
were called “ Hottentot predicants” (ministers), by 
wav of contempt ; and if s(jme of the local anthoritie.s 
op])ressed them, others alldrded them coimtenance, 
and they iiad some faviair shown ihcm by the colo- 
nial goveriunent. Ihit as the scarcity of .servants 
begun gradually to be more fell, and the local authu- 
ritie.s of the districts l.'cgan to I'eel the inniortance of 
the patronage which the posver tla'y had assumed over 
the labour ol the natives allordcul them, tlie people (xjI- 
lected and improvc'd at our missionary stations began 
to be regarded with a rapacious eye ; and the liiial 
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destruction of these institutions became a favourite 
object vvitli an inliucntial part of the cominnnity. 
Colonel (.’oHins, who \isitctl the interior of the co- 
lony, and the native tribes on its frontiers, as a civil 
coniinissioner, in tin? n.'port he (Ircvv up for the use 
of the g’overnnient, in 18011 , ixnann mended to the go- 
vernment, at the suggestion of certain individuals, to 
abolish liethelsdorp, and to disperse the people among 
the fanners. 'I'lic Carl of Caledon and Sir Jolni Cra- 
dock (now Loid llowden) had too mueh integrity of 
character, and too iiuich benevolonce, to allow them to 
listen to sneh a ])ro|)osition ; but tlie design was not to 
be abandom'd, and the defeat of its abettors, without 
producing aiiv alteration in their purpose, only led 
them to change the method by which they endeavoured 
to gain their object. 

Some of the worst af)ii>es w hich had obtained in the 
colony before it came under the KiigliNli dominion, and 
which were merely eonnived a.l by the old government, 
were mnv eontirmed by govennent procl.uiiations, ac- 
companied with all the autliorilv and the sanction of 
colonial law ; and while the privileges of the missions 
wnihin the colony were gradnully curtailed, th.e mis,sions 
beyond its limits wctc not lelt undisturbed. 

Two of our missionary stations among the Bushmen 
were put down, and the raissimiaries recalled. Our 
missionary station at Griqna 'hown, beyond the Orange 
river, was subjected to a colonial inteiference, which 
threatened its destruction. Zunrhrak (or Caledon in- 
stitution) was alienated from us, and the people op- 
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pa>ssed and dispersed among the farmers. A plan 
was formed to deprive us of Facaltsdorp, and to dis- 
pose of (he pet>ple among the neighbouring colonists ; 
and so oi)pressive had the conduct of the hinddrosts of 
Albany and Idtenhage bwome to the missionary in- 
stitutions of Bethelsdurp and Theopolis, that they must 
have been speedily ruined, but for the measures which 
were adopted to sa\e tiiein. So late as the years 
1B’20, 1821, and 1822_, the people were unable longer 
to sustain the oppressions imposed upon them by the 
local authorities of the districts ; and such was the sysy 
tem of annoyance carried on at the same time against 
the missionaries, that nothing but the hope of succeed- 
ing by a last etl'urt could reconcile them to remain in 
their situations. 

In 1821, the result of an inve.sligation at Bethels- 
dorp, in the presence of the acting go\ernur, brought 
tilings to a crisis. Eight charges, preferred against 
the landdrost of Uitenhage, were declared to he false, 
and th<; missionaries were accused, of having entered 
into a foul conspiracy against that magistrate. A few 
montlis after tliis investigation 1 visited this station, when 
I di.sco\ered otlicial doeuineiits in the hand-writing of 
that funetionary, which proved all the ehaigcs brought 
agaiirst him, one only excepted, and that ehaige was 
afterwards establLshed by another species of evidence. 
A document, compo.sed of letters and notes in tlic hand- 
writing of die accused, was laid before government 
early in the year 1822, accompanied with a petition 
praying for a relaxation of the system, and that the 
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people mig-ht not be any long-er oppressed in the way 
they had been. The following- extract of the letter 
v/hich was transTnitted to the colonial office with the 
above document, addressed to the Governor, Lord 
diaries Somerset, will show the spirit in which that 
article was drawn up, and the objects proposed in lay- 
ing- it before g-overnment. 

In presenting- the statement now laid before your 
Excellency, I lieg it to be understood, that the indivi- 
duals concerned in drawing- it up have no resentinents 
to gratify, that they have no wish for redress fn- past 
wrongs, and that they have no obj('ct on the j)i-csent 
occasion beyond relief from the unnecessary burdens 
the institution of Eethelsdurj) is now Iviiig- under.” 

To the document in question, and to the letter wliich 
accompanied it, 1 received no official aiis\\er ; and I 
had the moriification t<i discover that CN erv a})plieati()n 
for a mitigation of the people’s sunerings was followed 
by fresh injuiies and oppressions. 

•During- three years, withont sending home a single 
eoinplaint, 1 had done every thing in mv power to (*on- 
ciliate the colonial government, and to iiidiuc it to 
allow us to put-stie our labours in peace. I stated 
again and again to the leading- members of tin' govern- 
ment, that if tlicy forced me to maki' an appeal homo, 
the case of the ITottentots would bring all the affairs 
of the colony under reyiew ; but all my attempts to 
prevent the noeessity of being forced upon this last 
resource proved in -I'ain. 

After his Majesty's coramissionei*s had finished their 

Voi,. 1. 
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inquiries into the state of tlie natives, and after they 
had visited llio missionary institutions, I found tliem 
favourable, in tln'ir eonvers)iti(»n, to my views ; but they 
had no power to make any alterations in the system, 
and were even uneertaiu what innuence their opinion 
miijht have on mini'^ters at home, iieing unable to 
obtain any satisfaetorv information respecting' the mind 
of the government at home upon tlie subject, 1 solicitetl 
and obtained leave, from the Directors of the l.iOndon 
Missioiiarv Society, to visit Eiiobuul. in the j)tX)secution 
of an object in which I had riskt'd both health 
character, and which was dearer to me thaii life itself. 

My arrival in London, in April l^it.), wa.s intimated 
to Earl Baliiurst ivy the Directors (»f the London Mis- 
sionary Society, I'o this notice a reply was returned 
by his lw)rdshi(), stating that he would be glad to 
receive from me any communications 1 might have to 
make to him in writing. Many memorials had already 
been sent from the missionary rooms to the colonial 
office ill Downing Street, detailing the oppi'cssions and 
sufferings of the natives, under jiarticular circumstances, 
(tr proclamations; but, in compliance with his Lord- 
shiji's request, I drew up an aln'idgmuciit of all my 
pajiers, presenting in one view the whole case of the 
natives and of tlie missiijns. 

While I consider myself as personally responsible 
fur all the statements contained in these volumes, I 
may notice, in this |)laee, that those exhibited in the 
above document were compared with my original 
papers, by a committee uf the Botird of Directors, and 
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npproved of by them, ])eforc it was transmitted to Earl 
Bathuist’s oflice. In reply to this commnnieation, the 
Board (if l.)irect(trs were honoured by an official letter 
from his lordship, stating that he could not give an 
opinion on the subject till he saw the’ Reports of the 
Commissioners of inquiry. 

In April, 18'24, Mr. I3iixto!i h:ul moved an address 
to the Honourable the I louse of Commons for copies 
of extracts of all correspondence relati\e to the condi- 
tion and treatment of the Hottentots, &c. If Earl 
ijteithurst’s manner of lreatin' 4 ' the Milqect was discou- 
raging, the return to the address, which was printed in 
March, 1827, was still more so. This extraordinary 
document, insfi'ud of furnishing c(»j>ies of all correspon- 
dence, contained nothing but an exg)arte statement by 
the Governor, without a single ndi'rence to the Com- 
missioners’ reports. I’he re|iorts of the Commissioners 
of Inquiry on the Government and hiimnees of the 
(.’olony were printed only a month later than the 
return made to Mi-. llnxton’s nu)fion. It Avas some 
time’ in No\'ember or Deeeml'cr last that i had them 
put into my hands; but they contain .so little in re- 
ference to the coloured ]) 0 ]>nlation that 1 laid them 
aside, expecting the full re[)ort on this subject : and I 
should not again have adverted to them, had I not 
been recently told, bv a member of the House of Com- 
mons, that he believed that they contained all that 
it was then the intenti<tn of ministers to print on this 
subject. 

After having established, before two of his Majesty’s 
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Commissioners of Inquity, my allegations respecting 
the oppressed state of the natives, ' luid the hostility 
manifested aq-ainst the mi^onarv institutions, 1 W 4|5 
wiiiing- to have given up ialj my proofs and doouineuts to 
the colonial government, had pledges been granted me 
that the natives sliould have tiieir fretxlom se(;ured to 
them. Since my return to this countiy, I Avould, at 
anytime before these volumes went to the press, have 
committed the ])apers they contain to the flames, had 
his Maje4y’s mini'iTers met me with the assnram^e that 
they would do Justiee to the oppressed and dee|dys 
injured native iiiliabilants of South Aliiea,, But the 
reserve which oo\('nuneMt has so hmg maintained on 
this point ; — tlie ollicial eoldiic'ss of Earl l:iiithur.st’s 
reply to the memorial of the Directors of the London 
Missionarv Sf)cicty, an<l to my repori ; — thi; meagre and 
extraordinarv character of the return to Mr. Buxton’s 
motion; — tlie uiisatlsfaetorv nature of wliat has been 
published in tlu' rej)orts of the (yOimnissioiiers on the 
Govermnent and I'inances of the colony of the (Jape of 
Good Dope in relation to the natives; — the manner in 
which tlK'ir special reports on this subjoci have beem 
withheld from parliament ; — and the simple fact that 
tlie system laid open in the following pages was still 
carried on in tlie colony so late as the date of the last 
letter I received from it, — haw* left me no alt(‘rnative‘but 
to lay this subj(>ct before flic public in ail its length and 
breadth, or to run the risk of losing the fruit of all my 
exertions for tlic natives, and the advantage of all the 
documents 1 have collected in thc'ir favour ; and thus 
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of JefiVtn^ them where I found i them, —iu the most 
oppressed conciitiftii of uny people under iuiy civilized 
gever?iment known to us upon earth,: 

In the brief notice which i»as been taken of the state 
of t hoi Hottentots, attd of the causes whicli have given 
liso to tlie incjease of their sntferiiigs witliiii the last 
twenty yeans, while relating tiic eircuinstauces in whicii 
the present volumes originatctl, I must lia\ e been antici- 
pated by the reader iu what reniains to be said respect- 
ing the object of tlieir pnblieati.on. The most strenuous 
advocates for the doctrine td’ passive obedience and 
non-rcsist:uJce, will scarcely carry their pfinei])les so far 
as to plead for indith'rence to tlieir own civil rights, and 
the natural rights ofiheir fello\v-( rcalures. Tlieie are 
(|U{sstious atlectiiig the highest iuten.'sts of society, oii 
which it is criminal lo be silent. 'I'hcre arc crimes and 
conspiracies against man, in his collective and incli\idiud 
capacity, whitii strij) the guilty of all the rcsjx.t t due 
to tiic adventitious circumstauccs ( (mncctcd with rank 
and stidion ; and t(j know that such combinations exist, 
ami not to denounce tlioni, is treason against the throne 
of Heaven, and the iinmutahlc principles of Truth and 
.Justice. 

No question can he more simple and less incum- 
bered witii dilliciilties than the one belbre us. We ask 
for liothing unreasonable, nutliiiig illegal, nothing new. 
We have uolhiug lo say to polities, d'lie (j\iestion 
under (liscussioa is a mere quest i(m of civil rights. 
We have advuuced no suggestions about themov eliar- 
ter ot justice. We are the advocates of iio particular 
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form (tf ch il ji-owriinicnt for the colony. We have 
oll’ered no particular directions about, the macliinery of 
govenniieitl do'irable in such a country. We diaye 
reconiinendcd ikj checks lint such as are necessary to 
prevent one das'; of Britislt subjects from opprt‘ssiri«- 
and destroyiui;- another. In Nvliat we propose we sus- 
pend no wc'ie'hl upon the wheels of «-overnment. W^e 
ask notliine’ tor the poor natives more than tliis, that 
they should have t!)e protection the law atfords to the 
colonists. 'Huuc nothiiio' surelv in these claims, 
against wlm h ihc .'shadow of an objection (‘an be urg^. 

Independent of priuirui siatuics, tliere are c(,*rtain 
ri'dits which luunau bcines poshes ;, and of which they 
cannot lie depri'cd but by manifest injustice. The 
wanderer in tho desert has a right to his life, to his 
libcrlv, his wife, his duldroa, and his jU'operty. The 
Idolti'iitot h.is a riuhl to a fair juii e for his laiionr; to 
an exemption liotn ci ucliy and o[)prcssion ; to choose the 
place of his abode, and to enjoy the society of his cMl- 
dren : and no one can deprive him of tliose rights without 
violating the iaas of nalnre and of nations. Jf the 
porpetratiuii cd ■'tn h outrage's against tlu; laws of na- 
ture and of riutions is a ( time, tli;d crime is greatly 
aggravated whoi it is committed against tlie kx loci, 
against t!i(V written law of the land. 'I'lie Hottentots, 
in addition to the uindienidtle rights eonferr(xl upon 
thmn by their Cnnitor, iiiivc jnescriplive eights in their 
favour; they are regitrded by the British govermneilt 
as a free people ; and the colonial law says, that they 
are u.i l)e treated in their persons, in their propertie.s, 
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and in their posseasions, the same as other free 

We have shown, in the followino- pages, that the na- 
tives ol Suutii Africa luive been deprived of these rights, 
and we now come forward with the law iji our Iiand — 
which acknowledges them a free peo[)le, and grants 
to them the rights which have been specified — and 
we usk the British government, and tlie British public, 
whether the systc'm of erneltv and injustice which is 
now brought to light is to hav(' their sanction ? or, 
whether the people who ha\e been so king oj)presscd 
by Us operations, arc to have the enjoymeat of those 
I'ights restored to tlumi ? 

Considering thi' Ijeneticia! etieds which have at- 
tended the labours of tin* missionaries, it may be 
matter of .suiprlse 1o sonu' (»f mv rc'aders. that in the 
means recommended to the eovemmeiil fa’ the im- 
provemenl of tlio natives, 1 s!i<iuld have dwelt so 
little upon this point- In rc plv to Ihi^ objc'ction, it is 
only necessary to remark, that in asking ])rotection tor 
tlie people, from colonial rapacity and crueliv, we ask 
all the ellieient aid which gfoernnient can afford us in 
the prosecution of our labours. Covernment may suj)- 
port aji ecclesiastical establishnu'iit among' a peojrle 
professing Christianity : tmt a missionary society, pos- 
sessing the ellieioncy necessary to bring savages or 
barbarians into a state to (;all lor such a provision, is 
an apjiaratns, which hunuui government can neither 
fabricate nor conduct w ith siiecc.ss. 
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As ai) ftR- having brought forward^ in the 

fulluwing pages, two uis(es of opppus^ion whieli had 
been rtHlressed by oixiers from the governmei)t;i|^t 
home;, it is necessmy only to state, that my object, iii 
these pages, is to shew the system as it now works, 
with a view to liave it altered- The eases I have 
brought forwtU’d arc n(»w become matter of bistorv ; 
mid it must apjiear c\ idont to sueh us pay attention to 
this subject, that, we shall gain nothing for the missions 
or lor ilic peoj)!e, imle.'is we secure for both a protec- 
tion wiiich will render sueh struggles, on the part of thR 
missiunarie.s, no longer neees^aiy. It (he local magis- 
trates of the coluuy are still to have it in their power to 
oppress the people, uiul to liarass the missionary insfci* 
tutioiis, as ii.is been the practice, even should every case 
in appeal )x^ deciaii'd in their favour in hhigiand, dech 
sioiis of such a nature, uiidor such circumstances, would 
neither 'uvo the mi^^ion'< from jiiiu, nor the people from 
shivery. \V hen the delay and cost .c^the one side, and 
tlie im[mnit} alibrded on the otherp-^ placed in con- 
trast, we might say, on reviewing RWlt decision.s — as an 
ancient general did on being congratulated on having 
gained a victory over the ibmians, to obtain wbich the 
tlovver of his army had been sacrifK ed — “ Such another 
victory, and 1 am undone.” 

While the frui^ of civilization, incliidingcivil liberty, 
&c., are to be viewed as eartlily and ])erishing in 
their nature, ami as secondary blessings; vvbich “ cbri.s- 
tiuuily scattci's in its march to immortality,” it ought 
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not to be forgotten that they furnisti its tmimphal car, 
fadtitate its progfCss, send forth its heralds, conso- 
lidate its empire, and extend its conquests. What 
fKiiild men of the most apostolic spirit now do for the 
j)ropajGfation of religioii in Turkey or in Spain ? If it is 
the duty of Enolishmcn to claim the protection of the 
laws of their coimtrv ; if the Apostle Paul was in tlic 
exercise of his duty when he claimed the privileges of a 
Roman eitizen, and appealed from the judgment of 
Festns to the tribunal of Cmsar, — it is to be lioped that 
the friends of humanity and of religion in England, 
will sec it to be their duty to petition the British throne 
and the British parliament, that the natives of South 
Africa may have those rights secured to them, which have 
become necessary to tlie j)reservatiun and extension of 
relia'ion amona them ; and I mav add, as it regards 
the native tribes, beyond tlie colony, to their existence 
as a people. 

Tjrd the advocates of religion and liumanity use their 
elforts to put a jx?riod to the slavery of the Aborigines 
within the colony of tlie Cape (»f (jood Hope, and they 
will, by that single act, do more for Ihe promnigation of 
tlie go.spel in South Africa, than all the funds of the 
Uindoii Missioiiaiy Society could effect while things 
contimie in that coloiiv as they now are. Under the 
jirescnt system, the labours of the missionaries must be 
limited to the missionary institutions, and their elforts, 
even at them, are like the attempts which maybe made 
to rescue from the ocean a small portion of the beach, 
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which is liable to be swallowed up by the next spring' tide. 
But if we can pn)eure for the people their civil rights, 
we inav gradually withdraw the funds now employed in 
supporting our missionary institutions, and employ them 
in diffusing the gospel on a more extensive scale. Ex- 
cepting a few missionaries at the prijiciple drostdys or 
towns who may be em])l()yed among the colouicd popu- 
lation of eveiy class on the sabbath, and in [)rea(:hing 
at the form houses in the neigh bon rhood on week 
evenings, the natives may then be left to the provision 
made for the religious instruction of the colonists. 

By ado{)ting the liberal plan recommended towairds 
the Hottentots, an objection vvliicli has been brought 
against our missionary institutions, tliat we train up the 
Hottentots as a separate jieople, will be removed, toge- 
ther with the necessity for such institutions themselves. 

I’lie missionary stations in Sonlli Africa are the only 
places where the natives of the country iiave a sha- 
dow of protection, and where they can claim an exemp- 
tion frojn the most Iminiliating and degrading suf- 
ferings ; but when the British government shall afford 
them the protection of erpial laws, our missionary insti- 
tutions will be no longer necessary as houses of refuge, 
and the aboriginal iiihubitants, now living as a separate 
peo|>le, will become amalgamated w ith the other parts 
of the colonial population. It is the cruel ojipres- 
sion under which they labour, which makes sueli asy- 
lums neiv'ssury. Do away with tliose o|)pressions ; 
allow the people to have a fair [irice for their labour ; 
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lo settle as free klx^urers iu aay part of the colony 
they may chouse for their abodoj and the natives them- 
selves will })reler the advantage of a residence among 
the inhabitants as a free })eople, to their present 
straitened condition at our missionary settlements, where 
tliev must always find it dillicult to obtain the means of 
subsistence 

It was once remarked by Mr. Wilbcrforce in the 
House of Commons, that it was to be lioped that in 
projiortiou as we receded from the coast where the 
('fleets of the sla\'e trade wen; less felt, we should 
find the people more civili/,ed ; but recent discoveries 
have satisfied ns that tliere is no jioiiitof that vast 
continent free from the baneful etlects of this tratiie. 
Great Britain has lifted up her voice against this trallic 
iu Ik'sh and blood ; she has dechmxl it to be felony for 
anv of her subjects to be famd sei/,iiig the Aborigines 
of Africa, and carrying them (tlf in chains from their 
native shores ; and she is now' called ujion to show her 
siiu'crity, 1)V putting an end to it iu one of its most 
odious forms in the ('olonv of the (’ape of Good 
Mope. 

* Tfic Piarcii (Ic Rifhcniciil. ni’U'r returnin':'* iroiii visiting* the 
iiittu'ior of the ('olony, leniiirhetl to the writer: — “'Fili 1 ^isi^e(} your 
luissiouarv institutions, 1 had no iti^^a of their nature and importance. 

1 etuisidtn’ed them as .schools of insinu'tiou merely ; but tlicy coni- 
hiii(\ in tiiemsehes, all the claunsof all the rclio'ious ami benevolent 
societies in Knrope, They ore tlu' only asylums the pour wretched 
Aborigines have from tlie most cruel oppressions.’' 
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,‘^Mtich h:w bPefi Silk} i^pectinft' iiie coinponsations 
ooTiqtipivd nntions have received {(>r ihe injuries iii- 
flieted n[)on du'm, when they have chaticed to fall under 
tlie sway of empires in a higher state of civilization 
than themselves ; but whatiwer reparation the natives 
of Europe niav have made to other countries for the 
evils which liave tKVu occasioned by their thirst <if 
dominion, the wrongs of Airica are still tmredressed. 
it is painful to rctlect that the history of South 
Afrie*a, a ctiuntrv whicii has been so long colonized 
from Europe, and by unm professing that faith which 
teaches iis that “ (lixl hath made ot one blood ail na- 
tions of men, for to dwell on ail ihe f ice of the earth,” 
should furnish no [)oiuts of relief lo the dark shades of 
a pictui'c wiiieli exhibits the inliabitanls of the eastern 
and western shores of ti)is eontiiieut, as the wretched 
victims of Euro])can avarice and crueitv, 

if aiiv one linds fault with me lor mv ext rtioiis in 
the cause of this o])pressed ])eople, 1 w(uild ask that 
man to place liimsclf in imagination with his family in 
the situation (»f the llottciitots and Husluncn ; and 1 
would then require of him to say whether in that ease 
lie would blame mi’. Let such [husoiis remember 
that the law of Led is to do to others as we would be 
done by. 

Ibider what difierent asjH'cts the same oljcet may 
appear to different persons! VVliiie the (Jliristiuii 
missionary lofiks at a savage tribe, and regards them 
in (he light of divine truth, he feels that he eun 







relinquish every earthly c()in|i)rtj and even life %Blf> 
if lie may be the means of raising them to the en- 
joyment of the Christian hope; while tlie man who; 
may bo stiuiding beside him, and who, perhaps, bears 
a striking resemblance to him in his physical qua- 
lities and social habits, is all the time thinking how lie 
^ * • # 
may enrich himself, by getting possession of their 

children and cattle. Tins djllerenec in their principles 
<rives rise to the dillerenee which marks their conduct. 
The good sliephei'd is ready to sacrifice his life for the 
tlof.'k — the wolf iu‘\er comes into the fold, but to kill or 
to sfeai. In Afric a, the contrast which has been thus 
instituted is to lie seen e\cry day. 

The sentiments of every heart imbued with divine 
truth, must ivsiioiid tolhe Chrisliun pliilosophy expressed 
in the follow ing ext ra( t from thewriliiigsuf Dr. Chalmers. 
‘‘ \\ hat the man of liberal phiiosojiliy is in senti- 
ment, the missionary is in practice, lie sees in every 
man a partaker of his own naUne, and a brother of his 
own species. He contemplates the human mind in the 
generality of its great elements. He ('liters upon the 
vvi(l(3 field of benevolence, and disdains the geographi- 
cal barriers bv which little nu'n would shut out one 
half of tlie species from the kind ofiiees of the other. 
His business is with man, and let his localities be what 
they may, enough lor his largo mid noble heart, that 
he is bone of the same bone. To get at him, he will 
slum IK) dangers ; he will spare himself no fatigue ; lie 
will brave every element of heaven ; he will hazard 
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^he extremities of every elimo ; lie will cross seas, and 
Work ills jicrscveritig' way through the briars and 
thickets of (he w iklerness. In [Kails of waters, in perils 
of robbers, in perils by the heathen, in weariness and 
painfulness, he seeks after him. The caste and the 
colour are nothing to the comprehensive eye of a mis- 
sionary. His is the broad princi[)!c of gr)od will to the 
children of men. His (bangs arc with the species; and 
overbHjking all the aec idents of eiiinate or of eouiitry, 
enough for him, if the individual he is in Cjuesl of be a 
man — a brother of the same natmi^— with a body which 
a few vears will Iding to tlu' grave, and a sjiirit that 
must return to (okI who gave it.” 

In an age so much distinguished for benevolence, it 
is remarkable that the eomlition of the Aborigines of 
South Africa should excite so little infen'st. When 
their numbers, their eireimistances, and their snfrerings 
are considered, ihe\ exhibit the strongest claims iijion 
our sympathy. W hat a ri'proaeh toei\ili/ed nations, 
that their iieiglibonrhood to savage tribes has hitherto 
proved nx'rc fata! to lh(Mr nnmljcrs and tlieir comforts, 
than famine, jKslilcncc, or the wild beasts of the 
wildcrnc-'S. 

It was a happy thought (tf Mr. VV ilbcrforce to pre- 
sent Africa in cliains at (he bar of the House of the 
British Commons pleading for her rights. Could vve 
embody but. a fractional portion of th(‘ miseries of lier 
tribes to the eve of the British piiblir , it would stir up 
a spirit that would immortalize the British name, and 
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hand it down to posterity with associations more captis 
\ iiting than have ever be('n connected with Homan or 
(irecian fame. The cause of these poor nali\ es is not 
tlie caus<^ of a sect, or of a [)artY. It is the cause of 
lunnanity as well as the cause of our common Chris- 
tianity, and presents the stnmg-est claims upon our sym- 
jtaihy and active henevolence. Among' a people where 
national honour stands so high, and where the claims 
o!’ evei’v form of misery an' recognised, it is to be 
hoped, that eloquent advocates will be found whose 
laboiii's in this untrodden path will wipe away the re- 
proach of civiii/ed nations, and show the world how 
we may make the countries adjoining our colonial pos- 
sessions quiet, without converting them into deserts. 


Lo.n'Ucn, T), 
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history of a people, ionoraiit of letters, and pos- 
sessing’ no rnntiunicnts of art, eotninenccs at tlic period 
wlien they are first a isited by tnivellers or adventurers 
front more eivili/ed eominunities, who.se accounts have 
in most instances been coloured by their prejiidices 
or their interests. An unknown languag-e, manners 
tuid customs and a state of society the rever.sc of his 
own, ot wliich lie hits ]it'rhit[)s never before read of 
an example, distract the first observer ; and in every 
direction jiresent insnperaltle obstacles to his inquiries, 
whilst his eredulily is increased by the sing^nlarity of 
the ,^tct.s which tome under his ob.servatioti. Meagre 
narratives, defitetive, or filled up with eoujectures, 
seemingly adopted merely to surprise ttr amu.se, are 
thus the chief m;iterials out of which the first chap- 
ters of the history of most nations are composed. 
Atid if these wne only unprofitable they might be 
passed gver in silence ; but as the character thus fixed 
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upon iNubaroHs tribes lias too often been pleaded as a 
justification of the most oppressive and cruel treatment 
of them by the pmverfiil strang-ers who came to stfttle 
in tlicir counti v, it becomes the duty of siicxeeding 
writers to search into the origin and grounds of such 
representations with the utmost care and impartiality. 
We have e.vamplcs where it has been held a sufticient 
reason for depriving a peojde of their lands and grazing 
grounds, that they had n(» houses or cultivated lands ; 
and when thus reduced to want, flu'y are speedily de- 
nouneed and hnnted down as robbers, or rather as beasts 
of prey. The connexion between the new and old in- 
habitants in such cirenmstanees becomes nothing more 
than a roeiproeity of injuries, and the growing colony 
presents on its borders un md)rokeii line of crimes and 
blood. Such is the [)i( ture ot almost every new settle- 
ment ill an unci\ ilized country ; and the result has 
almost uniformly been either the extiipation of the 
original inhabitants, or their degradation to the condi- 
tion of slaves or bondmen. 

To the melam holy list of instanees by which this view 
is supported, I am about to add that of the Aborigines 
of Southern Africa; — a people that in the course of less 
Milan a century were violently dispossesst'd of eveu'y 
portion of their territory, deprived ol every means of 
improving their eonditioa as individuals, and, under 
various pretext.^, fixed by law in a state of ho{)eless 
bondage in the land of their forefatlu'rs. To give a 
faitliful sketch of their past sutl'erings, and of their 
present condition, is my chief oliject. I shall, in every 
iastance, lay my authority before the reader. Should 
the facts which I luivc to disclose give |)ain to indivi- 
duals, I have only to sayg that the correctness of my 
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statements is the only reply which the dignity of Truth 
permits me to ofl’er. I dare not shrink eitlier from the 
labour or the responsibility of bringing before the 
world, for its impartial decisicjii, a series ol’ wrongs and 
outrages intlicted on the innocent and defenceless. To 
have seen them, imposes upon me, as a sacred duty, 
the bisk of holding tbein up to the public eye ; and, to 
use the words of Milton, “ When Cod commands to 
take the trumpet, and blow a dolorous or jarring blast, 
it lies not in man's will what he shall say, or what he 
shall conceal.” 

When the Portuguese first visited the Capt^ of Good 
Jlo[)e, they found the inliabilaiils rich in cattle, living 
in a happv and coinliatalile manner, and jiossessed of 
sudieient spirit to re]>ei aggression and to resent unjust 
treatment. From the slight intoreoiirsc held with them, 
ctiietly for the purpose of jirocuriiig water and refresh- 
ments for their ships, tliey were led to entertain very 
favourable notions of the character of these natives. 
It u;is .saitl, that they were reniarkalile fur the ex- 
cellence of their morals, that they kept the law’ of 
iiatinns better than most civilized people, and that 
they wore valiant in arms. Of (bis latter (juaiity, they 
gave u memorable [iroof in the year when Fran-' 

( isco Almeida, tirsi viceroy of the Portuguese in India, 
was defeated and killed in an obstinate engagement 
with the FlottAMitots, near the Salt River, in the neigh- 
bourhood of the place w here Cape Town now' stands. 

VVlieii the Dutc.li took possession of the Cape, in 
iG.r2, the natiies apjiear to have been much more 
numerous than tl.ey now are, and to have possessed 
large herds of cattle. And although some of the early 
writers who had visited the Cape previous to the 

U 2 A.. 
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coloniziiiiuii of tiie Dutch, seem to have given ex- 
<ig'geratO(l accounts of the number and wealth of this 
pe()ple, yet from doeuments to which 1 Itave had access, 
it is evident that the numbers and wealth of the Hot- 
tentots were very soon much diminished by their con- 
tiguity to their Eiu\)[)ean neighl)()urs. So raj)id indeed 
was this diminution, occasioned by the trade carried on 
between them and I he luwv settlers, that it arrested the 
attention of the government ; audit appears from the 
minutes of an in\ estigation before flic governor, Van 
der Stell, in the ( ummeneoment of the eigliteeuth cen- 
tury, that a single Hottentot village bad been robbed 
of cattle by tbe colonists to the arnonnt of two thousand 
heail. It ajipear'', also, from the reinrns made by tbe 
oHicers coimuanding; liie parties s('nt against the 
Bushmen, so latt' as the year 1770, that their villages 
fre(juenlly eiintained from one hmulred to two Imndivd 
men ; and !he>e villages were, at that time, in the 
possesdon of cattle. 

All tin* records of the colony, during the first fifty 
years of the Dutch occnpalion, which 1 have seen, 
agree in praising the \irtnc's of the Hottentots; and 
such was the admiration c'xtorted by lliese virtues from 
Hhe colonists, (hat all the Hottentot tribes were distin- 
guished Ijy the a|'[)el!ation of The good men.” Ills 
related, on the authority of Hogaert, that, during the 
whole of that peiiod, the natives had never in one 
instance been detected in eommilting an act of llieft 
on ilie property of the colonists. 'I’lic first that took 
place liajipened in the year 1 7'0(), and the party who 
.suff'ered by It bad so bigh an o[>inioir of the hone.sty 
of tlie Hottentots, (hat the blame was laid upon the 
slaves, and the real thief was iiot .so much us suspected. 
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I'jie article stolen was a ^vaistcoat with silver buttons^ 
and could not easily ho concealed among- savages. 
Aecordinglvj a short time after the Eifl’air h.ad taken 
place, tlio aaistcoat was found in the ])o.ssCsslon of a 
irnttentob belonging to a kraal at a small distance 
from Cape Town. Tlu; discovery was no sooner made 
than tlie offender \vas seized by bis countrymen, who 
brought him to town, and delivered him o^cr to the 
jnagistrates. And so great a disgrace did lh('y con- 
sider this act to their nation, that they demanded that 
he should be })unished, as the only means of wiping off 
the stain his crime had fixed upon them ; and not satis- 
fied with his getting a severe thtgeing, they banished 
him from their village, as imwoithy to live among 
them. 

The injuries inflicted upon the Hottentots by the 
colonists must have had a deteriorating inlluence on 
their character, in the course ot one hiindied and fitly 
years, during which time they had been driven from 
the most fi'rtile tracts of country, and dcpriwMl r)f that 
indepeudence to which they were passionatelv attached; 
yet so much t)f the character ascribt'd to them bv the 
early writers remained r isible e\cn at the lime when 
Mr. Barrow traradled among them, that we hesitate 
not to receive, as accurate, descrijnions that might 
otherwise have been ihought too tiattering. “ ;V Hot- 
tentot,” says this intelligent vriter, ‘‘ is capable of 
strong attaehments ; with a readiness to acknowledge, 
he peJssesses the mind to feel the force of a I/cnevolent 
action. I never found that aiiy little act (»f kindness or 
attention was thrown awav uj)on a Hottentot ; but, on 
the (amtrary, I have freipiently liad occasion to remark 
the joy tlmt sparkled on his countenance wlieiiever an 
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oppoHniiity occurred to cnalile him to discharge his 
debt of grutitiide. 1 give fail cicdit to all that M. Le 
Vaillant hu'' said with regard to the fidelity and attach- 
ment ho ex[)erieneod from this I'ace of men, of whom 
the natural character and disposition seem to approach 
nearer to those of the Hindus than of any other na* 
tion.” That the iiillowing trll)nte ]>aid to the honour 
of the Hottentot eharaeter by the same traveller was 
well merited, I !ia\e been fully satisfu'd by my own 
observation and exjH'rii'nce during’ my residence in 
South Africa ; and I never knew an individual who 
was aeijiiainted with the manners ol this pcofde, who 
did not a( knoulcdg(' its justice. “ A Hottentot, among 
the manv goiod (jiialities he j)ossesses, has one which 
he is master of in an eminent degree, — I mean a rigid 
adherence to truth. \\ heu aerused of a crime of 
which he has been guilty, with native simplicity, he 
ahvavs states the fiu t as it hapjieiied ; but, at the 
same time, lu' has aluavs a justitication at hand fiir 
what he has done. I’rom King and stealing’, the jire- 
dornitiant and inseparable vices of tlie condition ot 
slavei’v, the Hottentot may be eonsideo'd as exempt. 
In the whole course of mv travels, and in the midst of 
' the nnmoroits atiendants of lliis nation with which I 
was constantly snrronnded, I can witli safety de- 
clare that 1 never was robbed or tleecived by any of 
them.” 

Like other tribes in an nneivilized state, the Hot- 
tentots lived toLodher in their kraals, or villages^ like 
members ol the saint* lamilv, having tlieir cuttle anti 
chief property as a sort ()t ctanmon stock, to which all 
had an etjual right. V\‘hen an individual killed au ox 
or a sheep, the .slaughtered animal atlbrded a common 
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feast ; and the person to whom it heloiigt'd had as little 
food in his house on the next day, or the day follow- 
ing, oi ids neighbours. The same practice, it 

may he observed, obtains still among the Cafi’ors, the 
Bushmen, and the Namaejuas. If a dozen of people 
leave a kraal to hunt game, and one only is successful, 
the fortunate individual shares his provision with his 
less successful companions of the chase. 

I never have been able to discover from my inter- 
course with the natives, or from any other source, that 
this nation had ever attained any distinct notion of a 
Supreme. Being, or that an idea of a future state of 
existence had at any ])eriod prevailed among them. 
Africaner*, the most intelligent savage I have ever 
met with, declared that, ])revious to his acquaintance 
with the Missionaries, he had no idea of a Spirit, 
Creator, or Supreme Ruler. In his intercourse with the 
colonists, he had heard, as he obsened to me, “^that 
they had a Cod; but he never saw him in thewdnds, in 
the thunder, in the lightning, in the heavens, nor in any 
of his works; and so contiacted were his viev\s on this 
subject, that, by the (jlod of the white people, he only 
understood something under that name w hich they might 
can y about with them in their pockets. ” Being asked if 
it never occurred to him to inquire how the world was 
made, or who formed the sun and the stars and the 
clouds, his rt'ply w as, “ 1 was always so engrossed with 
my cattle and my w ars, that 1 never lifted my thoughts so 
high ; or if, at any time, a question arose in my mind 
on these subjects, the dilliculty of solving it was so great 

* Some account of this extraordinary person will be given in the 
sequel. 
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that it no sooner piTsented itself than it was dismissed.’' 
But the conclusive argument on this [loint is the fact, 
that neither they nor the Bushmen had any word in their 
language to express the Deity, ^’hc only name which 
til© Hottentots have for him (and this is by no means 
general) is Idmike, or Utika, an appbllution of which 
the derivation and meaning are very uncertain*. 

But whatever their opinions may have been on this 
Subject, tliey were not entirely w ithont moral re.straints. 
Ifefore tliey were corrupted by their intercourse with 
Europeans, adultery and foniieution were considered 
among tliem ;is crimes. 

But as the independence of tlie Hottentot tribes of 
Southern Africa is now matter of liistory only, for a 
view of their Imbils and social manners in that state, 
we mn.st look to the pages of Sparrman, V'^aillant, 
and other travellers. I'he manner in which Vailiant 
relates his {x^sonal adventures lia.s thrown an air of 
fiction over the general ilctails of ins work; but his 
delineations of Hottentot character and Hedtentot man- 
ners are universidly allowed, by those acipiuinted with 
the period of which he writes, to be accurate and just. 
As a writer of travels, Sjiarnnan occupies a higher 
plac'e than Vailiant : and though, like other travellers, 
he may have been impost^ iifion, with respect to the 
information furnished him by otlu rs, his veracity may 
be f lied on in every instance where he rclate.s what 
came under his own observation. Vailiant cavils at 

* The 'Missionary BrownU-c. who is a respectable authority, 
states, that (he Caflens h tve some idea of u Supreme Ikmig, wljom 
they call IJhlan'^a ; hut ii:at imlil Hie Mis.Nioiiaries went miion'j 
them, they had no coneeptu u of a state of future rewards or pu- 
ni&hmeiUe. 
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some of his statemetitS; but alleges nothing to imjieacK 
his veracity ; and bolfi agree in the ontliiuis they have 
given of die character and condition of the Hottentots. 

The following pictine of two Hottentot tribes, re- 
maining in a state of independence, was drawn by 
S[)arrman in the vear i77d; and as coming from the 
^pcii of a man of probity and good sense, who was one 
of the last of our African travellers wdio had the ad\^an- 
tiige of witnessing nhat he has here described, it cannot 
fail to be perust^d with interest : — 

A small society of (juujeanans Hottentots, whose 
ancestors, at the time that the Dutch invaded this 
part of the continent, inhabited the tract of t«iintry 
about Table Mountain and Constaiitia, now live on 
li'iendlv terms with the farmer above mentioned. By 
what I could understaiid, this little society had long 
been witiiont the c-xercise of any jjersonal authority 
anu)ng them, without beggars, and witlunit any penal 
laws and statutes, as well as without crimes and mis- 
demeanors ; liiuing been united and governed only by 
their own natural love of justice, and niildiiess of 
disposition, togetlier witii several cominrin Hottentot 
usages and customs. 

“ My Hottentots from Swollendam seemed to hold 
in high estiiuatiou' the virtue, Ireedom, and happy 
state of these people ; so much indeed, that they were 
resolved to partake of tlie blessings enjoyed by diis 
happy riicc for the remainder of their lives, as soon 
us they should have liuished the journey with us at tlie 
Cape. For this |)ur])ose they solicited me to buy at 
this place, for eacli of tlioni, a lieifer with calf, which, 
according to our agreement, they had a right to de- 
mand for their reward. As Iluttoiitots, this way of 
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thinking' and turn of mind did not by any means dis- 
credit them. I therefore advana'd for them ^lass 
beads, brass tinder-boxes, knives, and steels for flints, 
to the value of uiue or ten rix-dollars ; in consideration 
of which, two of the best heifers in their judgment 
among the whole herd of cattle belonging to the kraal 
were looked out for them. 

The most c<jnsidei able part of this herd belonged 
to a widow, who was reckoned to be worth sixty milch 
cows, and was (atlea»t in this point) the must resj)cctable 
female Hottentot I was ever acquainted witii. Slie 
was childless, and was to be succeeded in her estate by 
her cousin ; she seemed to be past the middle age, and, 
in her younger days, to have been a beauty in her 
kind. ’ 

To the divine jileasure of doing good to their 
fellow-creatures, 1 look upon the Hottentots to bo by 
no means insensibhg as 1 have seen them display the 
greatest hospitality to each other, when in the coiu'se 
of their business, or merely for j)leasiire, they have 
visited one another from a great distance, lieskies, 
it is probable that, in the other well-governed Hottentot 
kraals, any mure than in this, no member of society is 
abandoned to any considerable degree of indigence and 
hlisery. But in consecpience of the further migrations 
of the colonists hither, and of the (juantity of glass 
beads and other commodities, which 1 at this time 
brought to market lierc, and for which 1 found n good 
sale among the fair sex, 1 think 1 can plalidy foresee 
a speedy and not inconsiderable revolution in tlie turn 
of mind and maimers of this society.” 

Of a kraal on the Little Sunday River, he gives the 
following account; — 
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They appeared to me not so swarthy as my own 
Hottentots^ and I suppose that they originate only from 
a set of peo[)le who, having acquired some cattle by 
servitude among the Catfers, had formed themselves 
into this society. The iris of their eyes was of a very 
dark brown hue, and almost, if not quite, as dark as the 
wpupil. d’hey had a great (piuntity of cattle, and seemed 
to live very happily in their nay. As soon as ever 
tiiey had taken their eatth' np from pasture they milked 
them ; an occupation they iiitermivcd with singing 
and dancing. 

We seldom see such hapiiiness and contentment 
as seems to be indicated by this festive custom, in a 
handful of ])coj)le totally uncultivated, and snbsi.sting in 
their original savage state, in tlie midst of a perfect 
desert. Mr. linmelman* aoconqianied me, in order to 
behold with his own eyes the real archetype of that 
state of pastoral felicity, which tin' jioets are continually 
oeciqiied in painting and describing. We announced 
ourselves lierc, likewise, as being the children of the 
Company, and were received by them with a friendly 
simplicity and homely freedom, ^^l^K•h, however, by no 
means lessened them in onr thoughts as men. They 
presented us with milk, and danced at our request, at 
the same time giving us to understand, that our fame, 
as being a singular pe(»ple with plaited hair, and at 
the same time simplers and viper-catchers, had reached 
them lonof before our arrival. 

“ We were spectators of their country-dances, in 
which there was very little of agility or art. While 
tlieir feet w’ere employed in a kind of stamping and 


* Sparrmaus fellow-traveller, ami a native of the Cape, 
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moderately slow mo\ ement, cA ory one of them at In- 
tervals made several small o;entle motions with a little 
stick, whi(di they held in their hands, ddie simplicity 
which prevailed in their dances was eiiually conspicuous 
in their singing-. 

“ It must he confessed, that this concert was not \vell 
adapted to satisfy a nice ear ; however, it inspired d- 
certain degree of joy -and checrlulness, and was by- no 
means disagreeable. ” 

Approachiiii’' near to imture and under her imme- 
diate prote( tion,” says Vaillant, in giving a similar de- 
.scription (.>f one of the dann's of this people, “ the 
savatn’s liave no need of our noisy and most harmonious 
orchestras to excite tlnnn in their festivals to the 
liveliest demonstrations of pleasure and joy. The con- 
fmed and monotonous modulation of their music is 
suiricient ; and 1 lielit've that, even without it, tliey 
would f aper C(]ually wrll. 

“ In his course of (ieographioal Lectures, oik' of our 
modern authors who has ma(l(‘ it a rule to study men, 
at the sam(! time that he describes places, observes, with 
wreat sagacitv, that, in a polished statt-, dancing and 
siim-ing are two arts; but that, in the bosom of the 
fofcsts, thev are almost natural signs of concord, frieiid- 
tenderness, and pleasure, hnini, under mas- 

ters/’ adds this writer, “ to command oiir voice, and to 
move our limbs in cadence; the savage has no other 
instructor but his own passions, his own heart/ and 
nature. What he feels, we ])reteud to feel ; the 
savage, therefore, who dances and sings is always 

hap[)y.‘’ 

The same writer, describing tlic occupations of these 
simple people, and the seasons they choose for their 
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favourite amusements, remarks, that they never assem- 
ble to amuse themselves in this manner, excepting in 
the night, their daily occupations leaving them no otlier 
time. 

A particular duty,” he observes, belongs to 
each, whicii must be discharged : — some must eonti- 
jj|iially watch over the Hocks, scattered throughout the 
lields, not only to prevent them from straying, but to 
protect them from the attack of ravenous animals, 
which are («ntinually lying in wait for them ; others 
must keep them clean, and milk them twice a day; 
some must weave mats, and collect dry wood for tlieir 
evening fires ; and others must provide subsistence, 
and search for roots, d'hese last occupations belong 
principally to the women ; whilst the men, on their 
part, go a hunting, ins[)ect the snares which have been 
laid in did’crent jilaces, and form arrows and all the 
otlicr instnnneiits which they have occasion for. 

I'liough tl’.ese iustnimcnts, and all those works that 
come from their liaiids, are in general coarse and 
chnnsy, they require a good deal, of time and pains, 
because they are destitute of A number of tools 
necessary for abridging their labour ; their ingenuity is 
nuich less admirable than their patience.” 

These extracts might have been eonvenientip 
abridged, but 1 Inue pi-eferred giving them in their 
original form, because, in the words of the writei's 
tlieinselves, wlio described what they saw, they arc 
calculated to make a more vivid, distinct, and faith- 
ful impiession, tliaii iii any other form that could have 
been adopted ; and tlie dcstTi[)tions thus allbrded 
are the more cntilled to credit, as they are in jierfeet 
unison with all the other authentic accounts given of the 
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original state of the Hottentots. The "calumnies in* 
vented against them come from a ditferent source, and 
originated in ( auses to be alterwards explained. 

d’hus it apj)ears, from the concurrent testimony of 
the best authors, and from facts to b(' gleaned even at 
the present day, that the Aborigines of Southem 
Africa were, when first visited by Europeans, in astatfv 
of independence, possessing in abundance the means 
of subsistence, not di-stitute of comforts, and living to- 
gether in great hannony ; that their dispositions were 
mild and iiiolfensive, their morals comparatively pure, 
and their conduct towards strangers, as well as towards 
each other, cxmciliatiiig and exemplary. It has how- 
ever been urged, as a ( oinmoii apology in rlelence of 
the piwcticc of enslaving the natives of Africa, that they 
are much happier on the plantations, and in the 
service of our colonists, than they were when they 
lived according to the (sistoms oi' tlieir lathers. How 
far this opinion itas any I'onndation in truth will be 
perceived by comparing the |)rccc<ling statements with 
the following details, vvhicii, though scanty, and some- 
times ahnipl. and ajiparently nncoimeited, owing to 
the nature of the subject and the dilliculty of procuring 
original documents m' autheiilic infurmation from the 
feninon sources of history, will, it is hoped, prove 
sutlicient to give the reader a eoi reet \ i('w of the policy 
and conduct pui wicd towartE this jjcopic by liie Dutch 
and English govcrmnciits, and to produce a disjxisition 
in the public mind to do justice to what remains of this 
oppressed and di*graded race. 
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CHAPTER II. 

NameB of the variouR HotteiitotTribes.— Striking peculiarity.~Firsi 
^ Setileiuent ot‘ the Dutch. — Treutiiieut uf tlie Nalives.^Kupt's 
Journal — Remarks. 


'riiE Hottentots within the colony of the Cape of Good 
Hope, tlie Biishrnen or Bosjesmen, as they are styled 
l)y our African travellers, the Corannas, a pastoral 
tribe inhalhtiiig' the banks of the Great Orange River, 
and the NanuKjuas, occupying that part of the western 
coast of /Vfri(!a marked in our maps with the name of 
Namaqualand, speak the same languag'e (allowing for 
varieties of dialects and accents), have nearly the same 
jdivsical peculiarities, and are branches of the same 
original sh^ek. One peculiarity of their language is so 
singular, that it has not failed to attract the attention 
of all travellers. Most of their words are pronounced 
With a smack or clucking sound, produced by the quick 
retraction of the tongue from the teeth of the upper 
jaw, or from the palate against which it has been 
[>ressed. Words of more than one syllable are accorri- 
panied or divided, and rendered special and emphatic 
in their application l)y two clucks ; and these accents, if 
we may so term them, are formed in three different 
ways, as the word or the subject requires, by striking 
the point of the tongue more or less ba( kvvaixl against 
the palate. This cliaracteristie of the Hottentot lan- 
guage, from its frequent recurrence', gives the speaker 
a grotesque and hurried appearance to a stranger, one 
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of ilie clucks being- exactly that used to%\press impa- 
tience ; while it makes the attaimueut of tlie langmige 
appear extremely ditlicult : but as in the case of every 
innocent peculiarity in the niunners of a strange people^ 
our aversion is \\a)rn away by familiarity^ and many of 
the B(Kirs speak it with as much llucncy as the Hotten- 
tots themselves. ,« 

With most of these tribes the Dutcii, on their fonn- 
ing a settlement at the Cape, came early into contact. 
This settlement took place i»i the year 1G.>2: the site 
chosen was on the southern edge of Table Bay, and the 
party consisted of one hundred males. This number 
was speedily recruited ])y fresh arrivals from Europe, 
and the population has continued uj) tuthe present time 
to double itself within the s[)aee of about every twenty 
yeai-s. Their weakness at first contributed, j»erhaps, to 
confirm their [leacealde deportment towards the natives. 
The Dutch Ea>t India Comj)any, under wliuse protection 
and control they were placed, seem not then to have 
regarded the contpiest or ap])i o[>riaiion of the country as 
an object worthy of their atteulion. It was considered 
merely as an ajipendage to Halav ia, and a convenicjit 
station for watering and refreshing the llcets engaged 
in their e;isteni commerce. Accordingly, for a consi- 
derable number of years, the intercourse betwecMt the 
old and new occuj)aMts was concluded in the most 
amicable spirit, tiie Dutch paying honestly for the sup- 
pliers of sheep and cattle fiirnislied by the Hottentots, 
with coj)per beads, tobacco, and brandy, the tuiTOiit 
coin in all countries among an nncivilizcd pcscple. 
It apjiears, however, from tin; priv.ite journal of Van 
Riebeck, the founder of the colony, that even in those; 
early days, from the mud wails of the little fortress by 
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which his dominions were circumscribed, he could not 
help gazing' with a curious eye on the herds of bullocks 
ranging over the pastures, and hinting a regret that 
such fine animals should remain in the possession of 
heathens 

As the colonists increased in number, and began 
4o feel their security and strength, and the didiculty 
of supplying their wants by barter and fair purchase, 
their encroachments daily augmented, until they were 
no longer endurable. Posts were formed in advance 
of the fort, and })roducti\ c patches of land began 
to be considered as the property of the settlers. 
The Hottentots gratlually and insensibly ebbed away 
with their flocks and herds from the vicinity of Table 
Bay and the Cape Peninsula, and the strangers steadily 
advanced, fixing their dural)le houses of stone where 
the fragile and temporary hut of the nati\ c herdsman 
had s[)rung up, and disappeared, as caprice or the 
change of seasons dictated. In some instances it is 
pretended that tracts of land were regularly purchased 
from the native chiefs or captains of their respective 
hordes, who, being in no manner straitened for terri- 
tory, ceded for a tritling consideration their most valu- 
able possessions. How such bargains were concluded 
at the period of which wc speak, and whether the 
natives understood that by such transactions they re- 
nounced the right of pasturage and occasional occupa- 
tion, we have no meajis of ascertaining’; but it is most 
probable that their notions went no farther than to con- 

* See V.m Ricbcck’s Jourmil, publislied in (ho ” Zuitl-Afri- 
kaansch Tydschrift.” Capo Town, 1824 -lB’.i 3 . 

Voi.. I. 
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cede the ioiiit and friendly use of the springs and her- 
bage eeirunon aniengst themselves. 

ISo limit being tixed to the extension of the colony 
by these means, the number of tanners, or boors 
they were called, rapidly increased ; and as they re- 
moved farther and larther from the seat of government, 
their trade with the natives liegan oecasionally to b©» 
ifiternipted by disjmtes and quarrels. Driven baekto- 
waitlslbe north and north-east, among dry and barren 
tracts, the 1 lotteiitots, seeing their herds and Hocks 
dimini'iiing and now scarc(*ly siillir lent for their own 
wants, avoided the l)artei('rs or men hants who came to 
tradic' with thi'in either on their own account or as 
agents of the Dutch goicrnmcnt, and withdrew, on their 
approach, to the iea>t acci'^sible places, To increase 
tliis feeling of jcali.iusy and a[)preiicnsion, some outrages 
committed by tlie cvtloiiists greatly contributed ; and 
before the end of tlu; century it appears that some inof- 
fensive kraals or villagv's had been suqirised and plun- 
dered by rovcis from the settlement. 

The a>pecl of aliaiisi was now entirely altered. The 
coloni.sts, lirmlv established in the suutli-western por- 
tions of the country, btjgan to regard the receding Hot- 
tentots as intruders and enemies ; and though actual 
hostilities liad not (■omnieiKcd between them and the 
Company, it was oltv ious that the very existence of tlie 
natives vva.s al)ujit to f>e considered as subservient to 
the interests of the boors. To illustrate the state of 
the country at the commencement of the eighteentli 
century, only fifty yeais after Van IlielKJck had fixed 
his party of one hundred men on the verge of the con- 
tinent, I shall give a few extracts from the journal of 
Johannes Sterreberg Kupt, Lunddrost, who was sent 
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into the interior to procure some young- oxen for the 
C!()mpany in the year 1705. Tlie journal was kept for 
the information of government, and is of the nature of 
a report. It is entitled ‘‘ Journal of the l^anddrost 
Job. Sterreberg Kupt, on his jouiney to the Gonne- 
maas, Grigriquaas, Nainaqua Hottentots.” I give it 
..at length, literally translated ifom the original manu- 
script, as it presents a curious and faithful picture of 
the country at that period. It thus commences : — 

“ On Friday the ItitA Octo-tcr, 1705, we left the 
Cape*. 1 went to Stellenbosch to order the perform- 
ance of some business to the vice-president of the 
board of ileeinraden, and from thence on the 

“ 18?A, to Drakenstein to transact some business, 
and arrived on the 

“ 19///, at the post of tin! Companv at Sonquaas Drift, 
which was the {)lac(' when* I had lixed to tneet Baas 
Hartogh, who had taken another course with the wag- 
gon.s ; and travelled on the 

“ '20th, from SoiK[uaaK Drift farther on. to take our 
course, according to instructions, towards the circum- 
jacent Hottentots, in order to barter with them for a 
number of young oxen for the Honourable Compaiiy. 

“ In the afternoon it was reported to us that the 
Gonnemaas Hottetitots (who were the nearest) did not 
like to trallic with us, and for that reas/ju had tra- 
velled over the mountain into the land of Wiiaveren, 
out of our road ; l>ut that a ea])tain called Boatsman 
was living with his kraal beyond the d’wenty-four-rivers ; 
towards which we accordingly directed our coursej and 
arrived there at sunset. 

“ As soon as we had pitched our tent, we saluted 

* Cape Town is termed ‘‘ The Cape” by the Colonists. 
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this chief with a dram and a good tahutje, in the name 
of the Honourable Companv ; and gave him to under- 
stand that we came to barter for some working cattle, 
in a friendly manner, for tlie Honourable Company, who 
were in great want thereof ; and to assure him of the 
friendship of the Honourable Company : that his 
Honour the Governor, being informed that he \vi\s 
good fellow, ami rich in cattle, had ordered us to go to 
him, and that it was expected he would assist us. We 
then gave him a second dram ; but it availed us no- 
thing. He made reply that we must go first to the 
otlier Gnnnemaas, and from w hat should occur there, 
he would see w hat he had to do. 

‘‘ During the time he drank once more, I 'went to 
the kraal to look over the cattle which had come home, 
and found tliem to Ix^ a fine lierd, although he had sent 
away his best oxen on hearing of (air coming. 

I returned to the tent, and tried again to persuade 
him to barter, but could not succeed further tliat even- 
ing, except that he was w illing to give us some sheep 
for pixivisiou for our jouriiev. We were, therefore, 
forced to part that evening unsuceessrul. 

“ 21 sb I sentone waggon back to the Cape, transfer- 
ring the goods to ray own w aggon, by which I had an 
opportunity to report to the governor the delay with 
this stubborn Boatsman, who in tiie morning brought 
nothing but twelve sheep, notwithstanding that I had 
strongly intimated to him, that wc were not sent to 
procure sheep, but oxen ; that we were not in want of 
victaals-j fur we had abundance of provisions as he 
could see in the three loaded waggons ; and that if he 
woald ®^ barter cattle, he might take hack hisslieep. 
On tilts they dejiartcd from the tent to the kraal, and 
returned a siiort, time afterwards with tluec young oxen; 
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which made me fellow up the same way of acting, and 
say that he must be a fool to think 1 was come with so 
many waggons and people so far to traflic for three 
oxen ; tliat he might take them also back, and that I 
should break up and depart. At last I obtained nine 
line young oxen, and nine sheep, for which we g'ave 
.ten strings of co})per beads, thirteen pounds of to- 
bacco, glass beads, and brandy. These cattle we left 
with him till our return. 

23d. We continued our journey, and proceeded to- 
wards the corner of Picquet Berg, which was the road 
pointed out to us by Captain Hannibal, as leading to his 
krival. At noon vve reached a river similar to Deep River 
in Koebergen. Here we pitched our tent, which had 
got wet last night, to dry it. VVTile resting, our men, 
Hottentots and cattle ate something ; and about two 
o’clock, we again packed up, and continued to travel 
along the said river till night-fall, when we baited 
at an old kraal on the north corner (T Picquet Berg. 
We had travelled that day about eight leagues. Here 
we and Captain Hannibal were told by Bo.sjesmen, 
that, about four days ago, a waggon had passed on 
its way to his kraal, to trafiic; and of which waggon 
they showed us the trace. Upon this he wanted to 
leave us immediately to luastcn to bis kraal, as the acts 
of driinken Gerrit were fresh in his remembrance. 
However, 1 persuaded him to remain, by promising to 
use all expeditioii to overtake that waggon ; ajid that he 
should then be an eve-witness that it was here without 
the knowledge of the governor, as 1 would an^t*that 
waggon and j:)eople, and send them to the Cgpe, By 
this he was persuaded, and remained \vith Ihlter- 
’W’ise we might perhaps not have been able to filfm his 
kraal. 
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'2-\th. Continued our journey along- tjie same ii?®p| 
intending to travel a good way, (as it was a doudy sky, 
and cool weutiior,) so as to overtake tlie waggon ; re-; 
speeting which I heie received information from some 
Bosjesnien, that it belonged to one of the Company’s 
servants at (jroene Kloof. This appemod Strange to 
me, since the cor[)oral of that po.st knew that I was» 
gone into tin* country to tratiic for the Hon. Company^ 
because I had one of the men of that post with me ; and 
he must have been aware that, by vsendiug his waggon, 
and supjdying the Hottentots with tobat-aj and other 
tilings, he would frustrate the object of our joufjiey.^ 

“ Sandal/ tht 2~jlh. We got ready towards noon, and 
continuedour jounicv, the weather being foggy. After 
we had travelled about one league, vve perceived by 
fresh tracts that the abovementioned waggon had re- 
turned here and passetl us in tlie night, having very likely 
received information of our arrival. We continued the 
whole of tluit (lav our route along the ^salne river, and 
formed towards evening our camp on its banks, after 
having advanced about six ieague.s. The river at this 
place vva.s lu-ariy a thousand paces wide, full of sea- 
gulls, get'se, (hu ks, and other Hying and swimming 
animals. Amongst others we heard the sea-cow. 

“ 2()//(. Early in the morning, with foggy weather, and 
a strong w ind, we directed onr course to the right hand 
inland, through adilBcult siuid, where the oxen stopfied 
every moment, fell into mole-lioles, and stuck fast, 
and the waggon wheels ( ut a f()ot deep in the sand. 
This, continued for tlirce leagues, when we arrived at 
Hannibal s kraal. Here six captains bad joined, and 
formed altogether twenty-three lints. 

1 hsked how it was tliat they had so few cattle-t«s 
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theHonoapablBCoiinrpaiiyhad never trafficked with them. 
On which ' they informed ns that a certain Iree man, 
going by the name of drunken Gerrit, some years ago, 
accompanied by some other peoj»ie, iiad come to their, 
kraal, and without saying a word, had tired u[)on them 
from all sides, dtased away the Hottentots, burnt their 
huts, and carried off all their cattle, without their know’- 
ing any reason for it, since they had never offended any 
of the Dutch. ITiat in conse(|uenee of having lost all 
their cattle, they were obliged to go tf) the bordering 
Dutch to ^llect some, and to rob their own countrymen; 
and whenever they could get any, they drove them into 
the mountains; and feasted till all was consumed ; then 
they waat to fetch other cattle ; and in this they had 
succeeded ajverai times, and had still a few of the cattle 
left. From another quarter they are also plagued w ith 
robbeiies frtnii n nation of Hottentots, living on the other 
side of Elephants’ River, in inaccessible mountains, and 
whose eoantry is called, in their language, ‘ riiyiiema,’ 
and the captains of tlw'se rol)l)ers ‘ 'riu ( llama, 

‘ TkOusay Etouodie, Tkerringrow.’ Ily ibese they are 
constantly plagged, and but seldom able to re\cngo 
themselves. Bdtjtlieir most soriow t'ul and exasjierated 
complaints are ajxiut the wicked behaviour ot this 
drunken Gerrit, who has been the cause of all the cala- 
mities and bloodshed that has since occurred in several 
encounters with the Dutch. 'Fhey were obliged, they 
said, ia oirder to save the small quantity of cattle left 
them, and to’ptoeuce victuals for their wives and chil- 
dren, to fight daily with the. elephants, and thus obtain 
subsistence with the greatest danger of their lives. They 
added that they set great value on the benevolence and 
frifinddbip of the Honourable Company, which I com- 



kupt’s journal. 


M 

mended so highly to them, and wished much to embrace 
the fsanie on all opportunities. And verily I have dis- 
covered ill the manners and behaviour of these people, 
and by our intercourse with them, much more genuine 
good naiiiro than in other Hottentots. 

‘‘ The same evening they left us. During the night 
it mined hard, with a strong wind from the north-west^ 
in consequence of uliich we \vcre hardly able to keep 
our fires burning, or tlie tent standing. We were the 
whole night in motion, because the cattle would not 
remain in the flat, but went oft’ constantly to the bushes 
to find shelter against the rain and wind. The tent 
being old did not protect ns from (he rain. 

“ '27th. About eight o’clock in llie morning the rain 
ceased. Tiie captains came, six in number, and 
brought us six head of cattle, with their former pro- 
testations ot their poverty. We obtained, however, 
after talking the whole day, on the 

28//;, fourteen head of cattle, for wfliich we gave 
eighteen strings of copper beads, eighteen pounds of 
tobacco, glass beads, and brandy. 

“ Here we received accurate reports about the before- 
mentioned w agiTon ; that the same had been sent by the 
coiqioral of the Croenc Kloof post, Daniel Tous, with 
the only men he had with him on the post, and a free- 
man, Cliristoplicr Lutje, to barter ; but that they had 
heard of our coming, and after one d.ay’s stay, had 
departed, having only jiurchased in haste twelve large 
clqibants’ teeth, whicii they took w'ith them. We 
learned moreover, that during the last dry season the 
freemen Ifieter Janz, Kec.s Orlam, Pattje, and Karos- 
op-sy, had been here to tratlic with the Hottentots. 

On going with Hartogh some distance from the tent 



kupt’s Journal. 


25 


to collect some bulbs and seeds, I perceived from a 
height, the sea ; and as the distance did not seem great, 
we resolved to follow the river, which rans by the 
kraal, and is named by the Hottentots Thythouw^ to 
see whether it did not join the large Quacoma, and dis- 
charge itself with it into the sea. After two hours ride we 
4 irrived at the shore, where we found a barren beach, and 
a tempestuous sea, with a terrible surf and dangerous 
rocks. We rode some way along the beach, and could 
just perceive the mouth of the great Quacoma river 
at a distance, but it w'as too far for us to go there. 
This Thythouw river does not discharge itself into the 
sea, but into a large salt pan, where it must lose itself 
under the sand-hills, for we found no mouth, and every- 
where pretty high sand-hills, I never saw' so many 
flamingoes as at this place, besides a great abundance 
and variety of ducks, of which we shot a large quan- 
tity, and arrived in the evening at our tent. It had 
been cloudy during the w hole day, and became very 
cold in the evening. 

“ 29^. The weather was misty and rainy ; we there- 
fore waited till noon, when we re-commenced our 
journey, and directed our coui’se to the right, towards 
Elepliants’ River. After having advanced about two 
leagues, we stopped at a little rivulet called, by the 
Namaquaas, Thiethey, and by us Schildpaddenpoel, 
situate about half a league behind the Theima Koeth- 
ma, or Wafeberg. 

The whole of our w’ay from the kraal to this place was 
over sandy hills, without grass, but full of thorns, and 
a certain bush from which distils a gum ver>' much 
like the mastic in smell, taste, and colour. The Na- 
Jnaquaas call the gum Throop, and use it to fasten their 
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assap^ais, knives, &c., as we use resin ; wherefore we 
fawk some of the plants and of the gum with us. In 
the afternoon it became tine weatlier. I sent along 
the rivulet to search tin’ water-herbs for the hoi'ses, for 
in the whole of this country not a blade of gra.ss was 
to be found. In the evening it became cloudy again. 

“ SOth. The sky was now covered with heavy cloudsf 
and it blew vpr>' strong from the north-west, towards 
which our course w as directed. We had not mlvunced 
above half a league when we had a heavy rain, which 
continued the whole day. 

This is a very disagreeable country. Throughout 
the whole way we found nothing but sand hills, and 
valleys full of stones and mole-holes, where cattle and 
horees sink continually up to the knees; it is full of 
bushes, but destitute of grass. We r)de for some time 
along a mountain. Here the waggons .stuck against a 
sand-hill, and could not be pulled up till after two hours 
hard labour, with the assistance {»f all the people ; and 
hen* we were drem lied fiy a Im'uvv rain, which I braved 
stoutly, as long as my cloak would bear it, lait was at 
la.st compelled to creep like the others under the rocks. 
It cleared up a little, and wc continued our march. 
Here a rhinoceros stood in our way, about one hundred 
paces from the road, and we were ap[)rehensive that it 
would attack ns, but on hearing the shouts of the Hot- 
tentots it went away. This was the only large game we 
had seen during the whole of our jouniey, whereas in 
former times large herds of ele[)hant.s were found in this 
and the country we had passed through. The reason of 
this change is, that the circumjacent Hottentots, in the 
abovementitmed manner sunk into the deepest jxjverty, 
have been compelled to have recoursii to the iiuntfog 
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of elephants, and thus to kill and drive away these 
iinimais. They still allow them no rest, for as soon as 
one is spied by their Sonf|Haas (soldiers) who wander 
daily in the fields to catch dasje.s, jackals, and other ani- 
mals, the whole kraal is advertist'd of it, all the young 
men assemble and assail those animals till, from fatigue, 
and wounds from assagais and arrows, they expire. If 
there is water in the neighbourhood where one falls, 
the whole kraal, with all that belongs to it, go there. 
Thus it hapj>ens that the kraals do not remain long in 
one place, and are diiliciilt to be found. In the afternoon, 
having proceeded about four leagues, we jiitched our tent 
in a valley at the foot of the Thokoe at Olofsfonteyn. 

‘‘ llns mountain is called after a Captain Tho, who 
some years ago, in his wav to his kraal, was devoured 
by a lion. 

We broke up early, and continued our journey 
at sun-rise. We could perceive now that our horses 
and oxen began to get weak fi-om the scarcity of pas- 
turage, and constant travelling ; tur we get over all the 
hills before very well, with eight oxen, and had now 
much trouble to pass the 'I’hokoe Kloof, although it 
was none of the higlu'st. We travelled, however, about 
four leagues over most miserable sandy or stony roads, 
until we came to the Elephants’ Ki^ er, w Inch is called 
here, and higher up, d’harakkaraa. that is, the Bushy 
Biver. This river was swelled by the rains ; we there- 
fore pitched our tent on this side. Mere we t<x)k much 
delight in fishing, and our cattle in grazing, till the 
night bade us rest. 

“ 1st November. Early in the morning we com- 
menced cutting down the banks of the river, which 
were very steep, with spades and pickaxes, to make 
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them passable, w hich we finished about noon ; and after 
the baggage Inul been carried <)V(>r by the people, the 
oxen at last dragged the empty waggon through, so that 
tlie whole passed safely over ; and as it wa.s very hot we 
remained the rest of the day and the fullovving night 
here ; but on the 

“ 2(1, wo were early alert to pack, yoke the oxen, 
and saddle; and ca)ntinucd our course along the other 
bank of the Eiephiuits’ River, till about noon, when we 
left it and turned to the right, through the most miser- 
able country imaginable. It consists entirely of red 
sand, full of bosjes {bushes), and undermined by the 
moles. Had it been possible, I would liave carried my 
horse, for the j)oor animals could lujt move their feet 
without falling up to the shoulders into mole-holes, 
lathe mean time the sun .shone like fire, and no where 
was water to be found In short, I never had so uu> 
pleasant an afternoon. 

“At last, after having advanced five leagues, we 
discovered a kind of kraal in a very ])rettY ravine, 
situate between bigh and stee]) rocks. In the rainy 
season it has a rivulet, which discharges itself ititolhc 
Elephants’ Riv er ; hut at tiiis .season it is nothing btit a 
barren dry rav ine, with three or four water-pools. 

“ VVe came directly above the kraal before they 
knew it, and descended along a steep rock towards 
them. On tlie first \ iew of us they appeared quite asto- 
nished. Some tiKvk to their heels to the other side, 
while a number of armed young mm advanced towards 
us. One of these was so forward tliat he had already 
adjusted an arrow to his bow to direct it towards me, 
being the foremost ; but ujkju the pointing of my gun, 
and the calling out of the Hottentots who had served 
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iis as guides, he put up flie arrow ; and the party came 
with much curiosity around us, askitig continually of 
our Hottentots who we were, and for what reason we 
had come so far into the country. After having re- 
ceived answer, they were well contented. 

Our waggons, which were obliged to take a circui- 
tous route, arrived at last, and we pitched our tent a 
musket-shot from the kraal : and after having arranged 
every thing, went to rest, but ^vere soon disturbed : 
for about midnight the cattle and horses, which were 
standing between the waggons, began to start and run, 
and one of the drivers to shout, on which every one ran 
out of the tent with his g'un. About thirty paces from 
the tent stood a lion, which on seeing us w^alked very 
deliberately about thirty paces farther, behind a small 
thorn-bush, carrying something with him, which I took 
to be a young ox. We fired more than sixty shots at 
that bush, and j)ierced it stoutly, without perceiving 
any movement. The south-east wind blew strong, the 
sky was clear, and the moon shone very bright, so that 
we could j)orceive every thing at that distance. After 
the cattle had been quieted again, and I had looked over 
every thing, I missed the sentry from before the tent, 
Jan Smit from Antwerp, belonging to the Groene 
Kloof. We called as loudly as possible, but in vain, — - 
nobody answ'cred ; from w Inc h I concluded that the lion, 
had carried him olT. Three or four men then advanced 
very cautiously to the bush, which stood right opposite 
the door of the tent to sec if they could discover any 
thing of the man, but returned helter skelter, for the lion 
who was there still, rose up, and began to roar. They 
found there the mnsket of the sentry, which was cocked, 
and also his cap and shoes. 
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“ We fired aji^ain about an hundred shots at the bush, 
(which wis sixty pacres from the tent and (uily thirty paces 
from the wag'i’fons, and at which we were able to point 
as at a targ’ct,) without [)ercei ving any thing of the lion, 
from which we concluded that he was killed or had run 
away. This induced the marksman, Jan Stamansz, to 
go and see if he was there still or not, taking with him 
a firebrand. But a.s soon as he approached the bush 
the lion roared terribly and lea[)t at him ; on which he 
threw the firebrand at him, ami the other people having 
filed about ten shots, he retired directly to his former 
place behind that bush. 

“ The firebrand which he had thrown at the lion had 
fallen in tin' mid-^t of llie bush, and, favoured by the 
strong .south-east wind, it la'gan to burn with a great 
flame, so that we could sc(' very clearly into and through 
it. We (■ontinued our firing into it ; the night piissed 
away, ami the day began to break, which animated 
every one to aim at tiie lion, bt'cause he could not go from 
thence without exposing himself entirely, a.s the bush 
stood directly again.st a steep kloof. Seven men, posted 
on the farthest waggons, watched him, to take aim at 
him if he should corm^ out. 

“ At la,st, before it became (piite light, he walked up 
the bill with the man in ins mouth, when about forty 
shots were fired at him without hitting him, although 
some were very near. Every time this happened he 
turned round towards the tent, and came roaring towards 
us ; and 1 am of opinion , that if he had been hit, he 
would have rushed on tin; peo[)le and the tent. 

“ W hen it became broad day light, we jierceived, by 
the blood and a piece of the clothes of the man, that 
tlie lion had taken him away and carried him wiflt him- 
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We also found, behind the^bush, the place where tlie 
lion had been keeping the man, and it appeared impos- 
sible that no ball should have hit him, as we found in 
that place several balls beaten flat. We concluded that 
he was wounded, and not far from this. The people 
therefore requested permission to go in search of the 
man’s coqxse in order to bury it, supposing that, by our 
continual tiring, the lion would not have had time to de- 
vour much of it. I gave permission to some, on condition 
that they should take a good party of armed Hottentots 
with them, and made them promise that they would not 
run into danger, but keep a good look out, and be cir- 
cumspect. Oil this seven of them, assisted by forty-three 
armed Hottentots, followed the track, and found the lion 
about half a league farther on, lying behind a little bush. 
Un the shout of tin; Hottentots, lie s|)rang up and ran 
away, on which they all pursued him. At last the beast 
tinned round, and rushed, roaring terribly, amongst 
the crowd. The people, fatigued and out of breath vvitli 
their running, fired and missed him, on which he made 
directly towards them. The captain, or chief head of 
ttie kraal, here did a brave act in aid of two of the people 
whom the lion attacked. 'Phe gun of one of them 
missed lire, and the other missed his aim, on which the 
captain threw himself between the lion and the people so 
close, that thelion struck his claws into tlie caross (mantle) 
of the Hottentot. But he was too agile fur him, doffed 
his caross, and stubbed him with an assagai. Instantly 
the other Hottentots hastened on, and adorned him 
with their assagais, so that he looked like a porcupine. 
Notwithstanding this he did not leave otf roaring and 
leaping, and bit off some of the assagais, till the marks- 
man Jan Stamausa bred a ball into his eye, which mad# 
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him turn over, and he Wiisdhen shot dead by the other 
jieople. He was a tremendously large beast, and had 
but a short time before carried otf a Hottentot from tlic 
kraal and devoured him. 

“1 have been thus tedious, because I do not remem- 
ber to have heard of sue h audacity in a l)east ; and the 
bravery of the Hottentot is also remarkable. 

“ The corpse of the man, as vve found, had been 
griped by the lion with his left paw on the left side of 
the head ; and being taken by the shoulder in the lion’s 
mouth, was thus carried away, lioth the thighs and the 
left shoulder were devoured. We brought both the 
corpses to the lent, and buried the man in the place 
from which he had been carried otf. The lion was also 
put under ground, to prevent the cattle Ixnng fright- 
ened by the scent of him. 

During the whole of this day it was burning hot. 
The Hottentots warned ns that two lionesses had been 
heard thetx‘about ; 1 tliend'ore caused, in the afternoon, 
a kraal, or fence of thorns, to be made, and on three 
places sentrit's to be j>laccd. 

Ath. We proceeded vvitli the bartering, which had 
been delayed the day before ; anil, after a great deal of 
talking and haggling, >ve succeeded in procuring thirty- 
three head of cattle for thirty-three pounds of to- 
bacco, thirty-three strings of copper beads, thirty-three 
strings of glass beads, and thirty-tliree tobacco pipes ; 
and also fourteen sheep for seven pounds , of tobacco. 
We also made a present to the captains and their fol- 
lowers of four strings of copper beads and two pounds 
of trftjaeeo. 

The heat of the sun was almost insupportable, and 
in the tent it was as hot as an oven. 
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In the evening we heard such roaring as if all the 
lions of Afric'a had been collected. I presume it pro- 
ceeded from the two lionesses, wlio were in quest of the 
slain lion. We expected a visit from them during 
(he night, and took care to prepare for it hy^ the 
raising of our thorn kraal, tlio placing of spring-gdhs 
in the paths through which they had to come, the light- 
ing of large fires around us, and the mounting of double 
watches. How ever they did not molest us. 

“ As tliere were no more kraals hereabout, and no- 
thing for us to do, I resolved to return and to go in 
search of the kraals of the Goniiemaas. 

'‘1 ^va.s much vexed to have found, during a journey 
of twelve days along such a tedious and troublesome 
road, no more than two kraals, and which, although 
mustering ten Captains, were so badly provided with 
cattle. From this I have learned \vitl» sorrow' how, by 
the lately-opened free tradic and the. misbehaviour of 
tliese vagabonds, the whole country has been ruined: for 
when one kraal was robl)ed by the Dutch, tlie sufferers 
were driven to rob others, and these again their neigh- 
bours. With the plunder they retired into the inoun-« 
tains, and feasted till it was consumed, when they% 
went again in search of other booty. And thus, fi*ora 
a people living in peace and happiness, divided into 
kraals under chiefs, and subsisting quietly by the breed- 
ing of cattle, they are become almost all oCllieni hunts- 
men, Bof/esf/ien, and robbers, and dispersed every 
where among the barren and rugged mountains.” 

“20lA. J went with somejWiople early to the kraal 
of Boatsman, to fetch tiie cattle vye had purchased, ; 
and to try wiiether I txvuld not persuade him to pro- 
vide us with some more. But all my talking wisin 
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vain, and 1 was oidijjed to return with only the nine 
oxen (notwithstandiiii*- that he liad a tine herd) to the 
wag;gens, 

“'2Lv/. \\\* proemled to the Breede River, where 
we found on this side three kraals, under tlie following 
Captnijjs — 

l.st, Koekezoun, IhKMe-llaina, and Thousa. 

2n(l, Prins, Houtebuii, Scipio, and Reuter’s father. 

Srd, KtivjK'r, Jan, Harrainae, 'I’horrobaeae, and 
'I’amboor's father. 

We stopped at the kraal of Koekezoon, and sent some 
p(*ople with tobacco to the other { aiptains, — on vvhicli 
they canie to us. W'e made them acfjuainted \vith 
the cause of our coniiiie', and prc'sentr'd them wuthsoine 
brandy, tobacco. \.( . after which they leit us with the 
promise to barter wifhii^ the iiJlowiiig dava good deal. 

“ 'I2n<l. d iiev lirought u> altogether not more than 
twentv-.six head of cattle, which I toid them wsts a 
great do.d to(^ lew for three such large kraals. Wo 
heard again the tunc, that tlu‘v ^tlu' vagaboiuls from 
the setth'iiiciit i had rolibcd (hem o( their cattle and 
mmle poor dmils of them ; but I demoiistrate<l to theta 
that they did not act willi good laith, and luid sent 
away tlieir oxen, kt'cping only some cows with them, 
(for they wr-n' well awate tliat I would not barter for 
cows) as was clearly sliowti at .S< ipio’s kraal, where 
we found more than two hundied cows, and not mon; 
than ten young oxtm. At best, after a whole day’s 
talking, 1 got thirty -cig^lit h(‘ad, hu' which we paid 
thirty-eight jtounds of tobacco, thiify-eight strings of 
cop|>er lieads, tkc, and for eight .-(heci) for provi.sion. 
four pounds of tobacco. The captains received a.s a 
present five pounds of tobacco and six strings of beads.” 
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After visiting a number of other kraals with similar 
success, the writer concludes his Journal on the ei|0[hth 
(»f December, having*-, in this ex()e(lition, wliich (x-cu- 
pied him lifty-two days actively emj)loyed, obtained 
only one hundred and S(!venty-nine oxen. The uinvil- 
liiig'uess of the Hottentots ti) barter their cattle for the 
drugs and baubles pn’ssed upon them by tin' Dutch, 
evinced in every instance mentioned in this .bmrna!, 
seems to have bec'ii overcome chielly lyv that '‘genuine 
good nature" which the writer <'andidly ascribes to 
tlif'iu, and wlih’ii, as will presently appear, had been 
severely tried in their intercourse with his countrymen. 
It appt'urs they were ready to irive him sheep for snb- 
sislt'iice on his jouriK'v, and thev oidy held back their 
cattle, because on them their families depended for 
support, d’heir expressions of friendship and respect 
for the (,'onipanv si'cm to have been perfectly sinc-ere 
and disinten'stc'd, nor did a single exanijde of violence 
or tiud't occur during the whole jonniey. d'he gene- 
rous bruverv of the individual who tlirew himself be- 
tween the strangers and tlie lion is not suipassed either 
in historv or faltle ; while the plundt'red tribes, com- 
[)elled to tight dailv with the eie{)lianls and other sa- 
vage beasts, in order to j)rocure sid)sistence for their 
wives and children, present as toiiching a picture as 
can be drawn of a brave and sutl’ering people. A 
few such journalists as Kuj)t might have saved the 
Hottentots from tiu' obhupiv and ruin which awaited 
their race; but travellers of a diiVereut dt'st rijdion had 
already found their way through their hitherto peace- 
tnl comitry, and laid the fonndatiun of a system of 
oppression and extermination. 



36 


CHAPTER in. 

■K 

of the Dutch Ea^t-India Company respecting’ the Cape. — 
Inquiry into the transactions of a party of noors. — Encroach* 
jments of the Cr^louists. — Plan of extcnnination sanctioned by the 
Government,' — First Cominandoc'^.- — Singular instance of de- 
voiedness in two Bushmen. — 0[)pcnnaifs Commanilo. -Ooverti- 
Tnent orders. — Van dcr Walt. — Unw illing-ness of the Boors to g^o 
0 |^ Commandoes. — Bushmen shot by private persons.— Proposal 
to sell the Bushmen for slaves. — Kttects of oppression, — Mora* 
Vians. — General Diindas. 

It not the intei'est or llic intention of the Dutch 
East'India Company to come to a rupture witlj the 
patives of the Cape, or to reduce them to poverty. 
Their object, of oljtainino- supplies at a cheap rate, 
more readily attained by oncourai>'infi;' them in 
tlieir pa.Htoral oecu])ations, and })i'oteetjiig them 
against extortion or plunder, d'hc ra[)id g rowth of the 
eolony, however, soon placed this beyond their power ; 
and the successiv<‘ gexernors, either from \\eakness or 
a want of correct information, were led, first to wink 
at the aggressions of the colonists, and finally to aid 
them in their enterprises. 

' So early as the \ear 1702, the (Governor, V*ari dor 
Stell, instituted an inquiry* into the conduct of a piirty 
charterers who had penetrated to the eastward as 
the country t)f the Caffei's. The paidy con- 

A <^>py of the evidence, of which only nn abridgment Is given 
li<»re^ is hi ppsj>C3sion of the Author. 
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sisU'd of forty-five men widl armed, and provided with 
four w'a_i’;, 0 )n.s and tliirtv lwo dniuf^lit oxen. They 
passed the kloof of Hottentot.-,’ Holland on the ‘20th 
of Man'll of the year above mentioned, and pro- 
ceeding throug'li the country of the Sousequaas, Iles- 
sequaa.s, (iouris, and Attacpiaas, tliey came to the 
(Jainplous, where they found no kraals except hordes 
of liushinen, of whom they always took one or two 
with them bound_, to show them the road till they came 
to the Coehesoiis or kraal of Cajitain Siiel. They also 
found on their way fi\e Soiujua Hottentots, whom 
tliev likewise took with them bound. On their W'ay 
the')' had purchaM'd, first at the kraal of Captain Koop- 
inau (ir the Sousequa tribe, ten hc-ad of cattle and 
fort) sheep, and at the aliove-mentiuned Gamptous, 
one calf and three sheep, for which they gave soiud 
tobacco. ■ - . . 

Accompanied by Captain Snel as a guide and inter- 
preter as they pretended, they athanced four days 
from his kraal, wlnm they were met by the Cafters 
armed w it h assagais and shields, w ho, having got intelli- 
gc'iiee of the apjiroach of the Dutch, had come out in this 
mannor to massacre” them, as they were allcrvvards 
informed. From whom they obtained this subsequent 
information they lu'glect to say ; but they were sur- 
[n’i-,ed and attacked early in the morning as they were 
busy getting ready (heir pack-oxen ; on which they all 
ran to their guns and fiivd among the assailants to inti- 
midate them. t)n this the Cafters retired for about 
half an hour, when they came back and attacked the^i 
again, but after a smart skirmish, the Cafters took td 
flight, and were pursued by tiie Dutch for two or three 
leagues. A great number of tlie Caflfers were killed. 
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in one pliu'c twenty, and in otliers two, thi'ce, and 
more liavin«‘ been seen lyinj^ together dead. One was 
taken alive, ami aftei wards fjeaten to death by the Hot- 
tentots, at the command ot the Ihilch. The latter lost 
one man, w ho was. kilk'd l>y an assagai, 'i'hev assig’n a.s 
a o*ason ha- not following- and pmsiiing the Callers 
farther, that they were short of powder, ball, and pro- 
visions, and their dratighf-eattle Ix'gan to die. 

After this skirmish tliey remained at the place till the 
following- morning, wlien they returned the kraal of 
Captain Snel, when' thev liad left their wagg^ons. IJeing 
furnished bv this captain with a Hottentot to assist in 
g-uiding- them to tlu' kraals of the Horisoiis and Cona- 
quaas, the\ canu' to the kraal- of Kannow, belonging 
to the Ibrmcr trilte, by night. I'his kraal being sur- 
rounded with iHishes, thc-y la\ (|niet among them till the 
break of da\ , wIk'ii, being- latln-r short of provisions, 
thev formed the design to sm-pri^' it ; and aecortliuglv 
thev fired iiiti. it tvso --hots with bail frighti-n the Hot- 
ttmtot-s, svho immediatoly toi .k to lliglst, leaving all their 
cattle, aijout sc\euty head, behind them; the whole of 
whii h the Dutch took with tliem, (‘\(-e{)t a few calves 
which they (-ou!d not drive along. Continuing their 
march with the stolen ealtle, after fourleen or tifteen 
davs travel, the\ c-amc to lire kraals of the (jloiuujuaas, 
and, Ivirig (iniet during the night, as on the former (k- 
casion, tliey hastem'd at day-ltreak to beset and sur- 
round them, (omiuencing the attack by rapidly firing 
into the kraals; upfan \vhi<h tin* inhal)itant,s, as well 
as they e<»uld, took to flight, (he Duti-li eontiiming to tire 
af the flying Hottenti/ts till they became master-s of their 
flocks and herds. 'I'hese they took as lawful prey, 
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cattle, and two thousand five hundred sliecp. Remain- 
ing- all nig-ht at this place they sent for the Hottentots, 
bad some talk with them, am! at their earnest request, 
and after long supjilieation, they gar e them back forty 
head of old cows and a small lloek of sheep, to enable 
them to breed again some eattle for their subsistence, 
riiev also presented them with some t<»bacco, beads, 
and other trifles. In the kraal oi the (irst-ineutioiied 
tribe, namely the Horisons, no jieople were killed, 
because they had too quickly taken to (liglit. In the 
last, several men, women, and <hildren were shot, but 
their mmdM:^ is not known. I'ourtcen days alterwards, 
on their homeward journey, this pai tv of barterers sepa- 
rated, and divided the cattle amongst them, having lirst 
drawn up and signeil ati agreement, by which tliey 
hound themselves not to betray one another. This 
agreement was written ini a blank leaf at tin' end of a 
certain book called “ Thk Chuistian Nav]0.vuo.n.*” 

By sncli exjKHjitions, wbk b bec ame more and more 
frecjiient as tiie bonmlaric's ol' the setllenu'iit nere ex- 
tended, and by the eonstant demand lor ccdtle on l)ehalf 
of the (Joinpanv, the liottentots were soon reduced to a 
state of great indigence. T!)ey woie now m a very 
difl'erent sitnatioii from that in which they had been 
found bv the Dnteli ; when, possessing more territory 
than they recjuired for llu-ir own use, and earing httle 
whether they wen* situate in the neighbouiiiood of a 
bay, or were incdo.sed within a range* of inacc;essible 
mountains, presided they found grass for their herds 
and flocks, they could view without jealousy the 

* A popular work by the Hev. J. Flnvel, which to have 

heeti irausluled into iije Dutch languag^e soon alter its publication. 
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eucroachments of the colonists. While they were 
treateti by their new ^isitej-s with apptirent fairness 
and a certain sliow of kindness, these simple cbil- 
dreii of nature readily conceded to tliein as a boon, 
or for a t riding recom{)ense, w}»at they would have 
defended witli their li\ es had attem[)ts been made to 
deprive tliem of it by force. Ignorant of tlie insatiable 
and boundless desires of a rising eommunity of mercan- 
tile adventurers, they had welcomed them with the gene- 
rosity which marked their ( hui acter, and w hich dispased 
them to share with their friends and allies lUl that their 
own necessities did not re(jnire. Thus they had per- 
mitted a power to gain stability among them, which 
never became an object of their dread till it could no 
longer l)e o{)pustsJ. Finding themselves at last tou- 
fiiied, harassed, pressed upon, and plundered on all sides, 
and perceiving that no union of their strength against 
the colonists would avail, they di\ iJed themselves into 
smaller parlies, Iioping thus more easily to find the 
tneaiis of subsisteuce, and to preserve from their 
oppressors the little pro[)erty which tliey had still 
reiiuuijing. W ith this view, such of them as preferred 
lamine itself to slavery, with the few sheep and goats 
left, tliem, retired to tlu^ mountains, »ir to the most bar- 
ren and uninviting parts of the deserts ; and those who 
remained in the fertile teriitory gradually lust tlieir 
indejKJndence, sinking into servitude as herdsmen and 
domestics of the boors. Nor were the former long pro- 
tected by their seclasion against the cupidity of their 
eil^oaehing neighlaours. 

The flattering and fabulous iiccounts of the new colony 
published by Koiben, drew thither every day new 
^jcttlem from the inother-eomitry ; aad this influx of 
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stfangOfSy tog-ether with the children born to the former 
colonists, occasioned an increasing- demand for new 
lands and servants. Every addition of territory re- 
quiring additional hands to cultivate it, the colonists, 
afh?f having deprived the poor natives of their springs 
of water, now penetrated into the deserts and moun- 
tains to seize their women and children, and to reduce 
them to slavery on the lands Avhich their husbands and 
fathers had oecu})ied as a free and independent people. 
The aborigines, who had for a long time sulfered with 
exemplary patience the injuries inllicted upon them, 
finding that no retreat could protect them from the 
cruelties of their oppressors, sought resources of annoy- 
aiu e from the desperate condition to which they were 
reduced ; and the colonists, smarting under the reac- 
tion of the acoiimilated evils they had heaped upon 
them during the space of seventy years, and which 
could no longer be endured, formed the project of 
making the colonial government a party in assisting 
them to enslave or exterminate all that remained of the 
original inhabitants. But to attempt so monstrous a 
project as this, or even openly to seize the proj)ci-ty of 
a whole nation, without some alleged provocation or 
imminent necessity, would, in all probability, have ex- 
cited the disapj)rol)ati<»n of the governor, and retarded 
the accomplishment of tlieir design. They sent, there- 
fore, to the Seat of gvivernment the most vilifying repre- 
sentations, imputing to the Bushmen the most depraved 
and pernicious pnapensities, and accusing them of inces- 
santly plundering the pro[)ertv of (he colonists. The 
government, which hud by this time (1770) declilidd 
from the purity of its principles, was misled by the 
force of these charges, aided, perhaps, by a share 
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the colonial habits of feelitig' with respet't to the natives 
which it huti by this time acquired : this scheme of 
the colojiists was ihereluio speedily autiiorizcd ; and it 
was not lontf before the administration entered as 
w'armly into it as tlu' colonists tliemsolves ; for we lind 
that in the year 1774, the whole race of Bushmen, 
or Hotteiituts, who had mtt submitted to servitude, 
was ordered to be seized or extirpated ; the privileg’e 
of slavery was desicaed exclusivel\ for the women and 
children ; the men, who>e natural habits distpialified 
them for the purjaises ef the colonists, and whose re- 
venge was probably dreaded, were destined to death. 

The decision of government was followed l)y an 
order for the rai>ing of tlin.'e Commandot-s, or military 
parties, to profced against this unfortunate race. 
These were usually raised by the ditferent lii'ld-cornets, 
who c'llh'ctcd till' (Dluuists on tlie frontier in their 
rrsipc'ctive juriMiu tions, luning one commaudaut over 
the whole. 'I hev were to be annixl, and to s( onr tliti 
neighl)ouring country to di'-cover the altodes of the 
Bushmen ; and when they espied a kraal, they were to 
surprise it if possible, and. singling out the men, to 
shoot them. 1’he surviving women and children were 
to be divided and shared among the members of the 
expedition, or distributed among the neighbouring 
farmers. 

There i.s no record remaining to show the district tr* 
which the lir.st commando was .sent, or how long it con- 
tinued in the lield ; but it appears that the )>arty en- 
gag'd in this .service in the month of September, 1774, 
in the space of eight days succeeded in sh(Hitrng ninety- 
six Bushmen. The women and children taken pri- 
^ners were divided among the men, but their number 
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is not specified in tlic olficiiil report. Van Wyk \va.s 
the name of the coinmandant. 

The second commando was conducted by a lioor 
named Marais. In his re[)orl to the Colonial OtHce, 
lie state.s tliut he had taken one hundred and eighteen 
prisoners, who, it is pn'sumed, must have been women 
and children, but the number killed is not mentioned. 

The thiixl r-ommando, under V aiider Merwi*, was 
commissioned to the llokkeveld, when; they destroyed 
one hundred and forty-two Bushmen. Whether his 
humanity was shocked at his sanguinary employment, 
tin* duration of wliidi, to fuitil the purposes of govern- 
ment, must then have appeared imkdinite, or whether 
he dreaded their superior numbers, is uncertain ; but 
in violation of his instructions, he concluded a peace 
with the remaining chirds. '['he government, on 
hearing of this transaction, highly resented it, and de- 
giadc'd all the (ield-cornets who had concurred with 
him in the measure. And on the following year these 
expeditions apjiear to have Ix'en repeated twice ; one, 
on the 12th of June, siuvreded in killing luity-eight of 
the devoted Bushmen, and would have followed up the 
(arriage had not their numbt'rs been insutlicient. The 
numbt'r of wounded would, in all likelihood, greatly ex- 
ceed that of the slain on these occasions, as they never 
W'ased to run or scramble among the rocks in search 
ot hiding places, till life Idrsook them ; appearing to 
dread being taktm more than death itself. 

do convey a elear idea id the manner in which the 
commando system was carried on, i shall subjoin an 
extract from a journal of Van Jaarsveld, addressed to 
the landdrost of StellcnlK)seh. After mentioning the 
names of the persons whom he had under Ids com- 
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mand^ tljc place at which they met, and the names (rf 
the indi\idnals \\ hu had refused to accompany him on 
the expedition, he oix's on to state as foll(>ws ; 

“ Aiigusi d///, 1775. W’e proceeded in a north- 
cast direction to the upper end of the. Sea-cow River, 
when wc met, unawares, one of tliest; cattle plunderers, 
and also saw a great many of tliese thieves at a dis- 
tance. In order to create no suspicion in the mind of 
the thief whom we had caught, we Ix'haved peaceably 
to him in order to get the other thieves * in our power. 
\^'’herefore it ivas thought good Ijy every one in the 
commando to inform this Ihishman, that we came as 
friends, and were only journeying to the above-men- 
tioned river to kill sea-cows (!)i[)popotami). We gave 
him a {)ipe and tobacco, and si'iit him to his com- 
panions to offer them our peace, that they also might 
come to us to show us the right road to that river. 
But we inive not seen that tliief since. 

5(k. Jounu'ved north-east along the Sea-tJow 
River, with the commando, to Eiland’s-Drift, when we 
saw fires on the way burning in various directions, 
wherc they had driven the cattle, which wo know were 
the .signals lln'v made that a commando v. as coming. 

M. T 'ook twelve men and two waggons, with which 
I went to Rondekop ; when on the road we unexpect- 
edly met with five thieves, and address<'d them in (he 
same wav as wc did the first one; and as a token of 
peace, we killed a .sea-cow for them at the Koj). 

, 7th. Sixteen Bushmen came to us at Rondekop 
from the mountains to the south, when we killed some 

♦ Tbe«^ thieves/’ it must be reru^mbered^ were the prig uial 
inhabitants of the country, and had been, shortly before tlifs 
pkmdered and proscribed by the Dutch. 



EXTIRPATE THE MATIVES, 


45 , 

Ui'Bi'O s^-oows, to entice the tliieves with tlielr flesh, be- 
cause I knew no otlier way to pay them for their con- 
tinual murderin<f and steaJintr our cattle. I thus left 
the bait, and departed with our men to Blauwe-Bank. 

Qfk Killed twelve sea-cows, and ordered, through 
the medium of the Bushmen I had with me, my men 
whom I had left at Eiland s-Brift to join me, which 
they did about sunset. 

“ 9th. We remained at the place where we had 
killed the sea-cows, until another })arty of Bushmen 
came to us, whom I (jucstioned, through the inter- 
preter, where their captain lived. They answered, that 
“ he lived in the Uoodehergen (Bed Mountains).” I 
told them they ought to go to call their captain to 
fellow us the way to the Great River (Garieji). They 
answered it would be usele.'-s ; for they knew assuredly 
he would wit come. 1 immediately concluded it might 
be because all the stolen cattle were driven in that di- 
rection. Shortly after sometliing was heard by us like 
the tiring of muskets, whence we sui niised that some of 
tlie thieves had gone back, aiul again stolen cattle, and 
t.iat the men who remained at home had d.ssembled and 
retaken the stolen cattle, which I believe the Bushmen 
we had with us also sujipo'-ed. 1 was confirmed in this 
my supposition on the following morning, because they 
all secretly loft us during the night, and went to their 
hiding-phices. 

10/ A, Proceeded from Blauvvc-Bank along the ^ver 
about two hours, with (he whole commando, to a place 
called by us Keerom, whence, the manners of the na- 
tives being known to me lyv exja'rience, 1 disjmtehed, 
the same evening, some s])ies to Blanwe Bank, to learn 
whether the Bushmen were not with the sca-cowsf 
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for they will ahvays assemble in the night where lltcy 
know stnnething is to be luut. / 

About midnight the spies returned, saying, they 
had seen a great number of iiushmeu there, when I 
iramediately repaired thither vvitlt the commando, wait- 
ing till day-break, \vhi( h soon appeared ; and having 
divided the eominando into parties, we slew the 
thieves, and, on siMniiiiig, found one hundred and 
tw’entv-twu dead ; five escaped by swimming across 
the river. 

After counting the slain, we cvamined their goods, 
to see whether any thing could he found whereby it 
might be asceriained that they were [)lunderers ; when 
ox-liides and horns wi'rc found, w hich they were carry- 
ing with them for dailv us<'.” 

The ideas entertained hy this commandant of the na- 
ture of his expedition, are sutliciently illustrated by the 
tone of his journal. It w as to extirpate tin* “ thieves;” 
but be lias failed to n'cord a sinirli* laet to show how 
they merited ttii> title. I’lie (tx-liides and horns found 
among them after the niassacie alford no pnH)f (if their 
guilt, as these might have been the produ<.‘e of their 
own llfM-ks before they were jilnndercd by the eolonists, 
or they might have Ixx'ti honestly obtained from the 
frontier Ihiors or Ibitteiitols. 

This exjieditiona few da)s after, having surrounded a 
kraal, finxl up(iu it, and either killed or made captive tlic 
whWe. dVo spies were, about the same time, sent out 
with two Ihishinen, who had promised l/» show where 
some of theii’ count ryinen were concluded. But these 
Bu.shtnen, instead of conducting them right, only de- 
ceived them. A few duy.s afterward-s, therefore, seven 
other spies were sent out with them ; and they wer® 
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assured that, in case of a second failure, thiy should 
certainly sutler death ; but if they pointed out their 
comrades, they would as certainly be sjiared. After 
pro<>eeding about an hour, the Bushmen, resolved not 
to betray their conntiymen, fell upon the ground, and 
on being commanded to rise, l>ehavcd as if they were 
dead. When no answi'r (ould be obUiined from them, 
blows were inflicted, but as their delenniuation was 
inflexible, and the invaders eouUl not remove them, 
they slew them on t!ie sj)()t. As the Bushmen were 
fully aware of the consecpieiices of their resolution, 
their conduct was an iiistaiicc of patriotism not sur- 
passed by any thing in am ient or modern history. But 
the individuals who composed the expedition appear 
to have been utteily incapable of appreciating this 
magnanimous action ; ami it failed to save those in 
whose behalf it was performed : fur the spies, having 
ascertained their places of ridupfc. comlm ted the whole 
commando thither; and early in the inonting tiring into 
their caves, they suflered not an imli\ idual to escape. 
I'orty-three were killed, and seven children made cap- 
dves, who informed them that a cajUaiii was among 
the slain, lait not tlu* chief captain who had the com- 
mand over the whole Sca-cow' llivcr. 'Fhe comman- 
dant, having informed the government that he was in 
gr(?at want of pmvdc'r and lead, rect'ived, in conse- 
(pieiice, fifteen hnmlred pounds of jamder, three thou- 
sand pounds of lead, and three thousand flints. ^ 

In the year 1777 several eommandoes were sent 
ugainst the Bushnicn. One, umlm- the command of 
Opperman, mi't with a knud in which \\ei'c three lum- 
dred men, but, his number being small, he killed only 
twenty. Anxious, however, for greater means of de- 
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iuferBa^ g^YcrRnneiitioCatfeoAltl'Ip 
^t^^lettq';.i!>igued ^ix<aad-twenty 
that two c(Rn(jitajKioc& had hecu ^eut 

||ut their a^ibers were so groat that thqyf^»|t|t0t 
subdue thciU;, aiid that, in consequence, naiiuf fapiM^pIl^ 
been compelled to Jeave the Saeeuwberg for Bmhajps* 
Hoogtfe. This application had tlie d^red 
Ordens were instantly issued (hat the cSJonista^^l^ 
frontier sliould leueiv their attempts to extirpttto dbp 
proscribed race, and many Bushmen were sacrificodc. .> 

About tills time the governor oftlie colony tocHt’ ft 
journey into tlie interior, and finding the system there 
adopted in>nnitient to extirpate the Bushinei^, ho> 
ordered, on iiis rctnrn, thccommaudpcsto be incroa^^, 
and directed, in the must positive maimer, that thi$ un- 
happy race should be destroyed. 

In the year ITTP the commando system whs carried 
oh with great vigour. Most of the reports arc lost, jbuf. 
from 'vhat remains ive learn that one hundred and^lif-t; 
teen Bushmcii wt'ie killed, while the orders of govern- . 
meat for their entire cMenuinalion were rt'pt'ated so 
peremptorily, tliat it is matter of surprise that the whole 
country was not (le[) 0 [)ula(ed. 

In the montii of Mardi, at a meeting of his court yt 
Stclienboseh, the Landdrost mentioned that depreda- 
tions liad Ix'cn committed hy the Bushmen, and th^d 
he h^ thought tit, for their utter extiipation, to ofdur 
several field-( oniets, with one half of their men, tp fofW 
a Joint corps, under tlie direction of one of their nmg|jpr . 
who should he chosen by lot, assisted by 
al^ chosen by lot, who should be in tlie 
one month ; and alter tlie return of this eot|^ 
half of their men were to be commanded op a 
expedition, with officers chosen in the same manner. 
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These officers were enjoined to take strict notice, 
andto jpe^rt concerning- those who, being- required for 
the® expeditions, were unwilling and disobedient, that 
they might be pinushed according to law ; and, in case 
of neglect, tlie officers w'cre to be responsible. 

For several successive years this system was carried 
on trith various success, as the Bushmen Ixjcame more 
cautious as well as more resolute in their resistance, and 
government from time to time granted supplies of am- 
munition. The reports, however, are missing ; but the 
numbers slain must have been v('rv great, since, besides 
those killed by the coinmandues, many were shot by 
private hands. 

In 1785, the Commandant Villiers reports that cattle 
would soon b(i scarce, unless government resorted to 
more effective measures with the Bushmen ; and he 
submitted to theCovernor and (‘(nmcil the propriety of 
making a grant of the land bet^vecn Plettenberg’s 
Baaken and the Zak river, to be held in perpetual quit 
rent by those who lead been most zealous in the depo- 
pulation of the Bushman country, and for w hich nothing 
was to he paid the first ten vears, hut afterwards the 
annual sum of twenty- four rix dollars. I'his was rea- 
dily complied with, and a grant <>f ammunition ordered 
for a commando to clear the country for its intended 
inliahitants. Two years previous to this, two field- 
cornets, having reported that they had killed s^y- 
■seven Bushmen, and taken twenty-two prisoners, 
declared that they were unable to do greater execution 
for want of powder and loiid. “ The Bushmen,” they 
observe, “ live in the mountains like baboons ; we may 
fire fifty or au hundred times before we kill one. We 
therefore apply most humbly to you to send us six 

Vui-. I. * * K 
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huftdm! pounds of g'lm powder, and twelve hundred 
pounds of lead.” I’hey had onlered u commando to 
be ready in cas<' o^overnincnt complied with ■ tibis 
demand. ^ 

In 1 787 the landdrosf ami militar\' court of QraaH. 
Reinel sent out a very stmiijy eominando, divided into 
five parlies, with orders to march to difi'erent parts of 
theeoiiutrv, ‘‘ and destnvf at om-e that pernicious nation^' 
Intellig’cuce of this was sent to Stc'llenhosch to the 
landdmst aiul district court tiierc, with a request that 
they would cu-operutt' (‘tfi<ieiitlv with them. What 
was the result of this irruption into the Bushman conn* 
tn,’ there are no reports extant to deeiao;; hut as the 
Stelienbosi li di>tri( t then included the whole of Tulbag'lt 
or W orcester, and < onset jueutly reached the limits of 
theGraatf-Heinet diNtriet, tliefiontiers of the two districts 
extended the whole leii;xth of the terrilory belong'ing* to 
the Bushmen, and iheir entire destnietion seemed .dniost 
inevital)!*'. 

On d’nesdav, tlie it!) of .bnu*. a report was 

forwarded to government by the coiuinandiuit Nel, 
signed by the inhabitants of the llautain district, statinjr 
that, on aeeount of tiic conti:me<i plundering’ by the 
Bushmen, many had been obliged (o quit their places, 
and to retire to other spots. In eonse(jueiice of thi-' 
communication, it was /(‘soKed to wiite to the field- 
eoraets of the Elephants’ River artd Katniesterg’ in 
Namaqnalatwl, Frans Eiiblie, ,1. A. Van den Herer, 
and Nieuwhout, to collect as great a number of men 
a.s possible, es[K'cially Bastuards and Hottentots, h' 
form a stnmg eotnmando, in citnjunction with the com- 
mandant Nel, to attack with united etlbits the Busltmea 
in their concealments, and, if pt^ible, entirely tf> ik- 
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stray and extirpate them. In giving" these instructions^ 
the government expressed tiie hope that he would be 
able to give a good account oi‘ his success. 

In 1792 an expedition was undertaken against the 
Irishmen occupying that district of the country which 
lies between the d’ulbagh district and the Zak River, 
under the (;orarnand of Van der Walt. The following 
is a copy of the Report to Government of his success. 

“ 27/A of September. Attacked the first knud, Kou- 
rassie, killed seventy-tive Rushmen. took twenty-one 
prisoners. Found one hundred and fifty wethers, thir- 
teen head of cattle, and one musket,” 

“15//i of October. Discovered another kraal ; killed 
eighty-five Bushmen, to(»k (wenty-thiec juisoners ; one 
hundred and twenty-four wethers.” 

2O//1. Discovered a third kraal ; killed eleven ; three 
prisoners.” 

24//1. Discovered a fourth kraal ; killed seven ; 
four prisoners.” 

'Fnvvards the l.atter end of the vear 1793, coinjilaints 
were made against this Van der Walt to government, 
that he arrogated too much power to himself; that he 
was continually commanding people from the distriets 
ct Stellenbosch, Swellendani, and Graatf-Reiuet to 
destroy the Bushmen : and that he said that gxiveru- 
ment had delegated that power to him, of the truth of 
which they wished to be informed. To which goyern- 
inent answered, tliat it was not their meaning that Van 
der Walt should raise stning commandoes without 
their consent ; but it being- the intention of Van der Walt 
tc go and live in the Nieuweveld, and amongst other 
things, especially for the purpose of being enabled, witli 
the assistance of bis family, cntiixdy to root out aud 

E 2 
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defetroy the plundering Bushmen, "—Govemmentt diad 
tlioughtfit to authorize him, wlieiierer he saw anysKrf’ 
tliese Bushmonj to order out armed men, that he^ might 
immediately attack and destroy them, without, its being 
necessary fii^t to write to the landdrost and await his 
ordei's. 

It appeal's that Van dt'r Wait undertook the de- 
struction of the Bushmen in that district on the princsiple 
understood between himself and the colonial govern- 
ment, that he was to have the Nieuwcveld m a 
rewaid for his scr\ ices ; and it was granted to him try 
government on that ground in i7‘)3, and on the con- 
dition that he was to continue ins exertions to extirpate 
the Bushmen. 

On the twenty-fifth of Not ember, 1703, the field 
cornet, William Burger, wiites that he had killed 
thirtv-two Bushmen and taken elt'\'en [n'isoners; that 
more would have been killed, but his part} , beingtoolbw 
in number, durst not pursue them, Me goes on to 
state the natnes of those who were unwilling to aecom- 
pany him. IIk'SC were iinmediatelyordered to appear, 
imd hear sentem e pronounced against them. 

On the second of .June, 17‘Jo, goA ernment iiiereasetl 
the quantity of ammuiulion granted to the field cornet, 
.Jasper Cioetc. In 1701, it was iilty pounds of gunpow- 
der and one hundred pounds of lead; in this year it wa.s 
iocrearsxl to two hundred pounds id' gunpowder and four 
hundred iwunds of le;id. In the siime jear the goveni" 
ment of the Cape fell into the hands of the English. 

It is not to be imagined that, from what has been 
stated in tliis chapter, any adequate idea is intende<i 
to be rxinveyed of the extent of the massacres crimmit- 
ted upon the Bushmen. Hostilities never deased for a 
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(lay between tWm and their implacable cnortiies, who 
«>iiskiei'ed the murder of a fn'O Bushman, wherever 
found and under wliatuver cireumstancesjus aduty or a 
iBoritorioue act ; while, by the capture of their women 
and children, the murdtu'ei’s increaseri their stock of 
daves and dependents. In their hunting- parties, or 
when travelling across tlie country for pleasure or on 
busine.ss, the boors inassacn'd tliese nati\ es as game or 
as noxious animals ; and it is not improbable, that the 
numbei-s killed by the regular commandoes fall short of 
those murdered by yirivate individuals. A farmer,” 
says Barrow in 1707, ‘Mliinks he cannot proclaim a 
more meritorious action than the murder of one of tliese 
])eoj)le. A boor from (Jraatr-Beinet, being asked in the 
Secretary’s ollice a few days before we left town, if the 
savages were numerous or troublesome on the road, 
rejilied, ‘ lie had only shot four,’ m itb as mueb composure 
and indiffereneo as if he bad been speaking of four 
partridges. I myself have heard one of (lie humane 
roinnists boast of having' destix)yed,w itli his own hands, 
near three hundred of tliese unfortunate wretches.” 

1'lie baekwaixlness which began to manifest itself 
about this [leriod among the fanners to go on eonimau- 
(loes against the Bnslmien, was siiown ehietly by those 
who resided at a distance from the frontier, and arose 
jiartly from the fatigue and loss of time they ueeasioned, 
and partly from their no longer feeling any iiitere.st in 
the division of the captives ; those already obtained, with 
the addition of their slaves ami Hottentot bondmen, 
being euflicieiit I'or all tlicir wants. They thought it 
hard to bedragg-ed from their families, for whose pro- 
tection against their iieivly lamed domestics their pre- 
sence might be necessary, to eucouiiter long uigdit 
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raanhcs thron^h n paixhed and barren country* t#). 
gether with tlie poisoned arrows of the Ihi.sluneu* merely 
to coiupier a farm for sm h herot's as \"an der Walt. 
To this cause, ami ii(»t to any delieiency (if (^niintge, 
mucl) less to any feelings of htnnanity, rto (raw of 
wdiifh is to be found in Ihishman warfare, eaiulom 
compels us to ascribe the deftH-tion (>f the boors on this 
o(^ea.sion; for thoiiirh the condition of tho.se Avho werti 
made prisoners was, in fact, wairse than that of slavery, 
yet, not beini>‘ transferable property, they w'ere fion- 
sidered as of less \alnc than slaves. Accordingly, an 
attempt was juade at ( baall’-Hcitifi to induce the go- 
vernment to erant them leave to sell stich Bushmen as 
should bo taken pri.'iont'rs, on condition often rix-doHars 
la’ing jjaid iii{(» the trc.isiirv for everv such slave sold. 
This proposal, “ma<le ” as it is stated in the records, 
“ for the putpost' of ronsino- the military ardour of the 
farmers, wliit li of late was observed to have abated,” 
W'as unanimnii'lv carried in the connei), iait it did not 
receive the sam liini of tin' government at the (’ape*. 

The (dfcct of this ,‘-\>tem upon lla; Bnshnien was to 
fran-sform them from ptsu calile, coinented, and useful 
ueighlioui'H and \ isiter^, into ferociems and vindictive 
enemies, till they rivallml, in some measure, the ado- 
nist.s themselves m cnieltv and rapacity. Stripped of 
their plains and fountains, deprived (»f their Hocks and 
heni.s, and finally, r«)bl)ed of their waves and children, 
and, followed with tin* rille, even to tlu'ir hiding places 
among the caverns and holes of the rocks, they had 
few re.sour( es l)esid(Js {viniider, no gratification but re- 
venge. "One of them,” says Mr. Barrow, “ repre- 


^ Barrow’s Truvd\ vol. i,, j>. I9L 
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sentod to us tlie concUtiou of his couutrymea as truly 
deploruhle- Ttuit for several moutlis in tlie year, when 
the frost iiud snow prevented tliciii from inalvinj< their 
t*,xenrsions against tiie lanners, llieir sutlerings from 
eold and want of liiod were indescribable; that they 
fieqiieiitly beheld their wives and children perishing 
with Ininger, without being able to give them any re- 
lief. The g(Kid .seiwon even brought little alleviutiou 
to their misery. 'I'hey knew themselves to be hated 
by ail mankind, and that every nation around them 
was an enemy planning their di'strnet ion. Not a breath 
of wind rustled through the h'aves, not a bird scTeamed, 
that were not su[)|K)>ed to aimounee danger. Hunted 
thus like beasts ot prey, and ill treated in the serviee 
of the fanners, he said that they considered themselves 
dric'on to desj)eration. 'I'he burden of their song was 
vengean<;e against the Dutch I” 

When the('ap(' fell into the luuuls of the English in 
ITdb, the eonditiem of the Aborigines formed a strong 
contrast with that peaceful and indejX'udent state in 
which they had been fumui by tlu^ Dutch. In the 
course of ulxjut a century and a half, the Hottentots 
had been despc'iled of their lands, robbed (,>r cajoled 
out of their tloeks and lierds, and, with a few excep- 
tions redneed to persona! servitude, under circumstiuices 
which I'endered tlic'in more wrote Imd and more helple.ss 
than the slaves with whom they were now associated. 
The numerous free villages with which the country 
had abounded, had ;dmost entirely disappeared, and 
the few’ paltry and miserable! border w ho hud esta- 
blished themselvc's in some of the! districts, had no 
longer the power ol’ choosing their own chieds. To 
this otlice none were now aj^Hunted hut by the gover- 
uor ot the new settlement, who was never personally 
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acquainted mtii the character or merits of those on 
whom his choice fell. Tlio farmer nearest the 'hdtde 
gdrteially solicited the nomination for one of his drea- 
tm'esi whom he could trust, iind who wookl, rni this 
account^ be aln'ays ready with ail hb vassals for his 
service. “ From that moment,” says Vaillant, -^ lib 
melandioly horde, which for a loniy time has lost its 
national name, assumes that of its new chief, who has 
beeni set over it. Ihey will then say, the horde of 
Captain Kees, who becomes to i the j^overnor a new 
creature, a new s{iy, and a new slave, and to hb own 
countrymen a new tyrant.” 

Those dis{x.*rsed among' the farmers as servants 
were still more miserable. Having no protector, and 
his master }u> superior at hand to check hb exct»se.s, 
the unfortunate bondman was urged to incessmit toil 
by the iiitliction of the most cruel and revolting pu* 
nbhments. Though nominally a free nnin, blows and 
strifKJs could be heapetl upon him as on a slave, at the 
C“aprice of his master ; and as the latter lust nothing 
by hb mutilation or death, these were not unfreqnently 
the result of his hasty or delil>erate vengeance. Nor 
were they at liberty to choow' their einplch inent or tlieir 
masters. Co\eninient had directed that any Dutch 
|)easant slumld be allow'cd to claim us his property', till 
the age of live-nnd-t^venty, all the f;hiklren of the Hot- 
tentots in his seivice, to whom he had given in their 
infancy a morsel ot bread. ,Should a Hottentot, there- 
fore, who hafi engaged himself for a year, attempt to 
remove at the ex|)iration of his term, he would be per- 
mitted, w perhaps driven aw'ay, but his children, who 
hatl Ijeen encouraged to enter the house (»f the boor, 
and to receive a morsel of food, were detained By 

^ See Harrow’s Travels, passim. 
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this ttioaasj ia general, the; whole ^faiaffly^wfer© leven- 
taallf h®aiid as witlr a cinHiii ' ■ ' . i ;* 

The degradation of tlie Hottentot character tt/as the 
neeesaary result of such t reutineDt. A deep and hafei- 
tual gloom and dq)ression of sjiirits took place of that 
hilarity which had formerly distinguished them. Their 
indolence increjised to a degree hardly credible, and 
they became more and more addicted to gluttony and 
drunkenness. For tiiis last vice they were indebted en- 
tirely to their new masters. Their numbers began 
greatly to decline, the very structure of their bodies 
was said to ha^ e sin unk, and to have lost its force and 
agility, and the whole race seemed rapidly hastening 
to annihilation. 

On the outskirts of tlic colony, and on some tracds 
of land of inferior quality, which the bo<ws hud not yet 
thought fit to approj>riate, a few hordes under their 
lespective captains still enjoyed a sort of permitted in- 
depmdence. But they wore too sensible of their weak- 
ness to resist the encroachments of the meanest colo- 
nist. For want of strength and power,” said one of 
these captains to Spai-rraan, “ the Hottentots are now 
no longer in h condition to withstand the encroach- 
ments of tlie colonists ; almost every day some Hotten- 
tot or other being obliged to remu^ e ^Yith his cattle, 
whenever tlie pasture lie was in ])ossession of happened 
to suit a colonist. The Hottentot captains had, indeed, 
formerly been left undisturbed in their jiossessions ; but 
now they had likewise elbowed him (though a captain 
appointed to that oflice by government) out of a more 
eligilile situation ; and even began to grudge him the 
meagre and parched fields he was in possession of 
nearer tlie sea-Shore, notwithstanding that they were 
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wriromelT tlaiiiforons for shiecp and cattle, boih or ac* 
ciaint of the unhealthiness of tlie situation, and; its 
beinj^ ex|X)S(^d fo the incursions of wnld bc»asts i ; 

Yet this oppressed and perstxaited people were daily 
renderint]r the most essential ser\'ices to the coloniats. 
The protection of their numerous herds and tlocks was 
entirely committed to their tare. Iji deserts infested 
by wiki beasts, and on plains where not a tree or shrub 
t! 0 !iki be h>und to j>rot(5et him fro»n the vertical rays of 
the sut>, or to shield liiin ajjainst the frosts and snows 
of wijiter, llie faithful Hottentot wandered with Ids 
eharge in seurclj of fooii or w ater, a task which, but for 
him, must ba\e devoK ed on ids tmj>ratetal master, and 
his slothful cliildri'ii. Hut the ( 'ape farmer had already 
gota taste for slavts?, whic h, once heiny excited, speedily 
stifles every idea ol' natural justice f . 

No attempts bad been made to improve tbeir moral 
condition, t^i re>train their passions, or to retine tiieir 
appetites. In this rcNjicet they had eviihaitly (k-ij^enc- 
rate<l since tlieir intercourse with Europeans. Hut they 
still retained their characteristie and a{)parently uuoon- 
sc'ions adherenct* to trutii, which is j^eaerally the first of 
the virtues? that <li.sap}K‘ars betiae the trown of an abso- 
lute master ; and that jijeuenisity vvliich js tiever salis- 
iied so loujif as a morsel of food remains undivkled 
among his coiupajiions, still distinguished the simple 
and improvident iiotteutot. As lor religioti, it was 
ccmsidenxl a serious crime to mention tJhe subject to a 
native, rbey were jiot admitted within the walls of the 
churclies, liy a notice stuck above Uie rloors off one 
of the churches, “ lioUentots and dogn" were forbid- 
den to enter. 

• Sparrman, vo!. L, p. *41- t Barrow’s 'fmyoK passim. 
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.Sofih was the state of the natives within the settled 
districts df the (?olony. It was surrounded on the north 
and east by tribes of savages, driven to subsist on 
plunder by the predatory excursions of the boors, or 
exasperated to the highest pitch of fiuxicity by their 
repeated attacks an<l massacres. I’he Namaqua Hotten- 
tots, formerly inhabiting the Nieuweveld, the Bokkeveld, 
and the Roggevekl, worn out by tlio repeated robberies 
committed upon them bv the colonists, retired into the 
immense (hserts stretching from the Kamiesberg to 
the bav of Angra kecjuiua, on the soutti-west coast of 
Africa. There they miglit have expected to have bwn 
allowed to remain, with the few cattle left them, unmo- 
lested, l)uf the cupidity and violence which drove them 
frfirn their springs of water, followed them occasionally 
into these waste regions, and they Sj>eak with horror of 
the .scenes which usually took place when the white men 
8uq>risod their kraals to capture their women, their 
children, and (heir cattle. The ('oraimas and Bush- 
men were in similar cinaimstances, ])Iundering the fron- 
tier boors to-day, hunted down and shot by tiie boors 
to-rnorrow. On the east, the Callers and the colo- 
nists were constantly coming into hostile collision, and 
inflicting on each other mutual injuries. 

Snell was the wretched condition of the natives within 
and around the borders of the colony : and as it was 
said to have arisen in a great measure from the w’eak- 
ness of the Dutch govei nment, which found it, self un- 
able to chtH-k the fierce spirit of the frontier boore, now 
confident in their numbers and remob' situation, so as 
to be ready on any occasion to assert their independence, 
d was to be cxpei ted the new government, who.so fault 
certainly was not its weakness, wmiild speedily restore 
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wdep^Widi assert the vidatod rig'hta 
^ n«tivt>.s were Met deemed entirely incapable t)f beiii|(^ 
civilised/ it Wiis clearly for die benefit of ail p<nties to 
adojit or to patronisu every rational Hcheme for peektm* 
diem from their saaagc stato^ in uhidi tliey were 
not only useless, but luirtliil to the community* Pow* 
dec and ballj the onlv means hitherto adopted for redu. 
cing'them to peaix', had only rendered them more fero- 
cious, as far as leg'dtxled the tribes on tlie frontier ; 
and the poor dejected Hottentots, who had been re- 
duced to servitude, nere decreasincf every day in num- 
bers and usefulness ; and not to mention the lig'ht 
which had bwm thrown on the sultjet tby various.writers 
worthv of tlic liisirhest respect, the reeoid.s existirijsi;’ in 
the gcn ernmeiit oiliees were alone sutlicientto excite tiie 
immediate attention of tlie now jiassessors of the Cape. 

So earlv as the beoinninc'' cf the eighteenth centurv, 
the wron^ sustained by the natives in their intereouise 
with the colonists had Ix'come so yreat, as to excite the 
interfei'ence of the Dutch <r{)vernment. Oa the repre- 
stentation of the governor, Van der Stell, to the East 
India Company, O’spefling the injurious eondmd of 
the barterers, as they were called, tiie trade witli tiie 
natives had been made a monfjjioly of government 
itself, atidthe coioiiisls wert* entirely excluded from the 
market** Tliis measure, originating in a narrow [K)licy, 
at rai’iance with the more enlightened general priiici* 
pies on w hich it had acted in k'gislating for its other 
colonial possessions in other jiarts of the globe, was 
not so successful as it was well intendixl. (jompefchion 
being DOW excluded, every artiehi had its price fixed 

* Sparmian, yel. >. p. 213, 
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apoaitby ibe»purchnfeei% ttndthe orily ; result) whhUi ia 
ihe efid IkMed from thw rtw r>e^ulatk>By wasi ^tos 
into the hands of the aj^ents of governmeat ujdMaidagea 
formerly shared by the colonists in general. In IJTa 
a law existed in the colony, prohibiting all Ghrisfens, 
niidcr the pain of being whipped and branded, to buy, 
or otherwise to accjuire the })ossession of any animal lief- 
lorjging to a Hottentot. The orders for the murderov® 
coimtiandoes, and the shocking reports containing the 
mmibers killed or taken prisoners by the different com.- 
jiiaiidants, were also subjects of record ; and Mr. 
Barrow, who held a high colonial appointment under 
the English government in the year 1797, laid fully 
open this system of oj)pression so far as the Dutch 
colonists were concerned. 

S<ime time previous to this period, also, the Mora- 
vian Brethren had formed a small establishment in tlie 
district of Swellendam, with a view to reclaim the 
people from their w'andering hal)its, and to instruct 
them in the arts of ci\ ilized life and the principles of 
(7uistuinity ; and their suciess, tlioiigh limited, had 
already demonstrated tliat the thing was practicable. 

(jcneral Dundas \\as the (irst English governor who 
seems to ha\e been impressed with the necessity 
ol interfering betsveen the natives and tlieir oppres- 
sors. 'Pile rebellions conduct of some of the boors, 
and their defiance of the constituted authorities, made 
him less ready to listen to their representations respect- 
ing the degraded atid mischievous chararder asciibed to 
the Hottentots, although- it dems Jiot; appear that he 
over had leisure to mature any olVectivc scheme for the 
amelioration and eventual emanci[)ation of tliis people. 
He gave, however, a favourable reception to the mis* 
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sionaries sent to the Cape by the Ijondon Missionary 
Society, who came to la^iur in the same field witli the 
Moravians, but with gi'eater force ; and tlieir united 
etForts in beludf of the aborigines from this period form 
tlie princip.d feature in the liistory' of the latter. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Missions. — Dr. Vanderkernp undertakes a mission to the Caffers. — 
Disturbances in the Coloiiy.-lle visits Gaika.--Returns to Graaff- 
Ileiuet. — Insurrection of the Boors. — \ uii(]erkem[ys Letter to 
General Dundas. — lit* proceeds towards Al^oa Bay to form a 
Station. — Klaas Stuunnan. — Missionary Settlement near Algoa 
Bay. — Stmirman leaves the disalTected chiefs and flies to Contra. 
— Van der Walt attacks the ilotlenlofs. — Interlerence of Goveni- 
nient, — (loodctjiiduct of Klaas Stuunnan. — Barrow’s account of 
him. — Successes of the ilottentots. — Hatred of the Boors. 

It was about the (‘omiucnceinont of’ the year 1798, 
that the attention of the directors of the London Mis- 
sionary Suciely was called to Soutli Africa as a promising 
sydierc for missionary labour';, and suitable instruments 
seem to liave been provided in Doctor Vanderkernp 
and his coadjutors. 'I'he circumstances, the talents, 
and the character of this remarkable individual, natu- 
rally pointed him out as the fittest per.son for being 
placed at the iiead of (his Miss'ion. His imputation for 
lite rary attainments sttiod high ; he iiad studied at the 
Universities of Ijevdcn and i'idinbnrgh, and having in 
his youth chosen tlie army as a profession, he had at- 
tained the rank of cayitain of horse. After being sixteen 
year^in the service of the Prince of Orange, and with 
the highest promotion wilhin bis reach, a personal mis- 
nnderstanding with the Prince, with whom he was 
Ultimate, irulueed him to resign liis commission, and to 
make choice of another profession. 
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Having taken tlie degree of Doctor of Metlidine at 
the University of Edinburgh, he returnetl to his native 
country, and established l»imself at Middleburgh as a 
physician. 

While at Edinburgh, hi.s talents attriicled the par- 
ticular noti(x> and proraircd him the friendship of 
Doctors Monro and Gregory ; and his thesis^ when he 
stood for his diploma, was remembered, and spoken of 
with high commendation l)y several of the medical 
professor’s, when the circumstance of his otToring him- 
self as a missionary made him the subject of general 
conversation. His talents and high reputation as a 
physician pr(x;ured for him an extensive practice. He 
was made a colonel of militia, and afteiwards appointed 
surgeon-general of the forces at the breaking out of the 
French ilevolution. Tiie writings he has left, show 
him to have Irecn an actompiisiied sclu)lar, and his at* 
tainraents in science apjiear to lia\ e Irecm equal to his 
acquirements in literature, .liulging from the notes he 
has left on llayle’s Dittiuiiarv, and a few treatises on 
metaphysical subjects, he apjrcars to have possessed 
considerable talents for such inquiiies ; ])ut with a taste 
for the German school lie imbibed idl the infidel errors 
of that philosophy; and, while he was blaspheming the 
name of the Saviour, and writing against the divine uu* 
tliority of the Scriptures, (we have it under his own hand) 
he fully believed that he ivas |)Ieasii)g God. 

With the infidel notions then fashionable oU the 
continent, Doctor Vanderkemp did not imbibe thest'fi- 
timents respecting civil governmemt with which they 
were generally associated. He was a warm .admirer of 
monarchy, and was shocked by the French Revolution. 
It was not till he embraced Christianity, that he saw 
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tlic sh^’e tlmt hls f 4 Y<)»ritc pliilossophy had in produ- 
cing- the crimes connected witlirthat event. 

From the errors of sccpiicihin, into wiiicli ho had 
been drawn by the delusions of a false pliilosophy, he 
was awakened by a dreadful domestic calamity, namely, 
the upsetting of a bout, by whidi bis own life was 
place<i in tile greatest jt’oiyardy, and his wife and child 
were drowned *. I'lider sucli circumstances, the cou-? 
solutions of ijifidelity have often tieen tried, but they 
have always been found unavailing; the need of some 
rcinedv, in the hour of aillietion, is confessed by all, but 
iiilidelity otfcrs none. It subverts utlun* systems, but 
it siiljstitutes nothing satisfactory in their place. 

The luehnicliuly beieaw'inent to nhieh he hud been 
subjected, together with singular circuiiislances relating 
to his own e&cape, jn-.iduced an entire change in his 
sentiments and cundiK 1, and a desire to be useful to his 
fellow-ereaturc'^ took fidl po.-.session of his mind. iVii 
uddress pubfehed by the directors of the L(,>aduu Mis- 
sloiiaiy Society was the nu'aus of leading him to ofler 
himself as a missiouary. The zeal .uid disintercsted- 
n .‘ss ot this oiler are tiic mure i emai kable, when we 
consider tliat Dr. \ andcrkcmi> was, at this time, ad- 
vanced in yo'ais, had retired from the duties of his 
profession, and was employing his leisure in literary'- 
l)ursuits, and possessed a good properiv. After the 
directors ot the LoHdcui Missiouary Societv had made 
the necessary inquiries ri'spccting his character, and 
i'eceiv('d the most unexceptionable testimonials, they 
iU'cepted his (jfl’er, and he sailed fur Atriea in the begin- 
"iiig of December, 1708. 

* Ste Missionary lleglster, vol. i., p. 35(5. 
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J)r. Vanderkeinf) was aecompanied to Africa % Mr. 
Kk ht'ivr, all ordained cier<»'Mnaii of the Dutch ehureh, 
aad by Me.ssrs. lOdwards uiul Edmond.'^. The mind of 
Vanderkenip had l)eeu parti< idarlv directed to Caffer- 
land, as a scene of inissiunarv laijours ; and it was llie 
intention of all tiu' mi^sionaiies to j)rocee(l thither on 
tiieir arrival in Africa : hut the destination of Messrs. 
Kiehei'er and Eduards was changed in conse(pience of 
the rtspiest of some Uushnum, wlto, a few weeks before 
the arrival of the missionaries, had come to ('ape Town 
to solicit teachers in instruct tliem in the tJliristiun 
reliwioH, 

d’he missionaries received mm h kindness from (ie- 
neral Dnndas. the lieiit('nant-eovernor of the eoloiiy, 
who assiireci ftn'ni of lus connteaam and |)roUH fion ; 
and also from mmiv of the <olonists, who hnnislied 
them with wane-tms. (cveii, and provision fur tlieir 
journey. 

The slate of tliines in {hat part oi' the ( oloiiy Ihroiiirli 
which Dr. \ <uiderk('iiip had t" pas-, on his journey to 
Cafl’erhmd was at that limt' vtav ciitical. The colo- 
Ilists the interior wore, in o(-iKTal, dissatislied with 
the English {i'ovennnenl ; whifsl the Hottentots, wliu 
had been nim h oppressed fiy them, had gcma'allv 
attached tliemseUes to if for protection. In consc- 
queiKe of this attachment the larinei s had treated them 
with increa.sed ( incitv ; and the nucerlaiiitv of the Eng'" 
lish g'uvermnefit keeping possession of the (da|j^ iiP' 
pears to have prevented, ior some time, anv eueetna! 
niciuts i>eing taken either to protect thmii or to subdue 
the in.surr(.‘ctions of the larmcrs. Many lluttentots. 
tljerelijre, lied into (Jali'etiand, leaving tfieir families aii<l 
cattle behind them ; but having no means of supporh 
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they combined with tlie Caffers to attack the colonists, 
and to res(;ue tiunr own families and cattle, expecting' 
in tliis way to obtain the redress of their grievances. 
(Jeneral Vaiideleiir, with a considerable miinber of 
English troo{)s, and a largt' body of farmers, was sent 
into the Zuurveld (now Albany) to subdue the Hotten- 
tots and (i!aH{‘rs, but etlech'd nothing. A lieutenant, 
with a strong party of soldiers, was cut off by them. 
The landdrost of Graatf-iteinet, linding the inefficiency 
of comiuandoes to restore janu-e to tin* disturbed dis- 
tricts, entreated Dr. V and('rk<‘nij), on his arrival at that 
l)laee, to settle in the Zuurveld to instruct the Hotten- 
tots ; hut his mind was so much hetit on visiting Cuffer- 
land, and his dc'sire oi’ Ix'iH'htiitg that nation tvas so 
great, that he could not he |)re\ailed on to relirujuish, 
without first making an experiment, his long'-cherished 
and favourite object . He aeeordinglv jwoeeeded through 
this troubled district, i)ut finding that he could not, at 
this pei'iod, carry his plan into execution, he ahandotied 
it till he should find a more faxourahh' opj)ortunitv. 

d'he ditiiculties, however, hv which his first efforts 
were rmuh'red aborti\ (', occasi{nied no abatement of his 
zeal ; and he seized the first opportunity of renew ing his 
attempt. 1 b' apj^lied to (iaika (the Gaffer chief acknow- 
ledged l)y the English government) for liberty to re- 
•''ain in his eonntrv, who. after st>tne hesitation and 
delay, acceded to his application. 'Hie cautious and 
^^<ispicmus conduct manifested in this instance by Gaika, 
arose t'roni tin* insinuations of some of the colonists, 
who did every thing in their power to obstruct the suc- 
‘■ess ol the missionaries. 

Having obtained from Gaika the possession of a piet'e 
^1 groimd, he erected a temporary habitation upon it, 
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planted a gartlcii, piepared some corn land, and eom« 
menml his instraciions amotig tlie people. 

Aldionoli litlie impression appears to have been 
made on the minds of (he Callers by his laljuurs while 
he resided with tiiem, Aet that liis resitlenee ainong 
them was not in vain will be seen l)y tlie subsequent 
narmtive. Me eontimiod his {‘xertions about eighteen 
months, under many dillu uities, and constantly ex[)Osed 
to danger from (lie disalVected colonis(.s and Catl’ei-s. 
The only eomfoH v\h(eli lie enjoved during (his period 
was in widiessing a laMinrable change uliii h (ook place 
ill several Hottentots then residing in that country. 

The anxiety he felt for tin' proc ress of tliese people 
in religion induced him to accompanv tlu'in w hen they 
left Catferland ; aial alter waiulering aliout Avith (hi'in 
for s<.«me time in the l]ii>iim,ui coun1r\ . eoiistanlly ex- 
posed to the attacks i.f tiiat exasjierated race, he re- 
turned to (iniatl'-Keitud. On his arrival at that place 
he found two adilitional misdouaries. < ome from Eng- 
land to assist him. i hev had aheadv commeneed in- 
structing the slaves and Hottentots in the elmrtdi wliieli 
Mr. Maynier, the Commi,--si!>ner ot the district, had 
allowed them to make hm* of for (hat purpose. In this 
good work Dr. Vaiiderkemp joined them, and great 
multitudes of Hott('ntot.-> tloeked to Craalf-Reinet to 
receive instnu lion, and seek a rohigi; from the enmity 
of the boors. 'I'lieir labotirs were atteiiderl w ith suc- 
cess ; but while tlicy thus advarn ed tlie degraded 
to whom they ministered, a Iresli <ani.se of ofl’ence was 
given to the colonists. 

During the a‘si<iem <* of Dr. V'undcrkemp in Caftor- 
land^ the disaffection which iiad manili'sted itself among 
the coloabte liad increased, and they uoav seized on the 
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pretext of the Commissioner having’ allowed the slaves 
iuid Hottentots to ho taught in the ehureh, to take up 
arms, ddiey coinplained that g-ovcrament protected 
the Hottentots and (JatFors, and encoiirag’ed them to 
rob and murder the colonists ; that they were in- 
structed in reading and writing, and thereby put on 
a level witli Christiaiis ; and they particularly com- 
plained, that Ibey wt're ])erniiitted to hold their 
meetings in tin; church of Craaif-Reinet. On the 
appnj.ich of the rebels to the village, the Commis- 
sioner stmt to hear their demands, which were, that 
the slaves and Mott('nt()ts slionid b(‘ excluded from 
the church, whicli should t>e pniilied hv having' the 
seats vvaslied, and the j)a\emenl broken up, and that 
those Hoftentdts vho had mnrd(‘red their relatives 
should he given up to tiu.'m. d’o satisfy them, the 
Commissioner (■()n.<ent('d to tlieir demands re.specting' 
the churcli, and that tho'-i' Hottentots whom they 
should acf use of murder should l)e tried according to 
th(‘ laws of tlu' (.‘oloiix, hut not hv' (h'livered into their 
hands without anv j)roof of their guilt. These con- 
(cssions difl not satisfy the rebels, and thev prepared 
to attack the place : hut, tinditig the troops ready for 
their receiUion, they, after svune hesitation, withdrew, 
threatening to return on the fonith dav, to .see if the 
Commissioner had tidfdled his promises, lathe mean 
time Dr. Vanderkenip nsv'd his inlluence to bring them 
to till terms proposed, by writing to one of their lead- 
ers with whom he was aecpiainted ; but md having i*e- 
ceived any answer, and, information arriving on the 
tbllowing Monday that they were again approaching 
the village, ho rode out alone to meet them. They 
I'eeeived him in a friendly matmer, iiotwithstiinding 
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tJ»eir opjM)Hitio!i to his plans ; and aistfeed to the first 
proposal^ provided they could depc'iid on Mr. May- 
nier’s promise that their former steps should be for- 
given. Dr. Vattderkenip succeeded in n'moving’ their 
fears, and lirouiriit tlte leaders of the party t(t (;lr“aalT- 
Reinet, where the atfair was amicably setthnl. 

S(M)n after this Dr. V'anderkenif) paid another visit 
to Cafferland ; but there appeared so little prospect (»f 
success, that he sj.H’i'dilv returned to (iraalt'-Keinet, to 
re.sume ins exertioiis among' tiu* llotfeutots. Thus 
ended, for the [)reseut, the mission to Calferland: an 
interesting’ accniint of the history, manners, and ctis- 
tonis of which country, with a consideral)ly exttmsive 
voajhniarv of the language, was sent home by him, 
and publishe<l in the MisNionary rransactions. His 
residence among tlie t 'allers, Ihuiigh not attended by 
any visible elfects at the time, impressed them with a 
high re>pect (t)r his < haractcr. and prepared them to 
give H favourable reception to sncli missionaries as 
should visit tlu'in in future. 

The boors, ready to sei/e upon every pretext for 
showing their enmity to the missioiiarit's, now rejne- 
senterl the late journev o( Vandei kemp into ( ’atferland 
a.s intended to stir ii}* (biika against them ; and again 
appetared iii arms. In a short time tliev <ompleteiy 
surrounded the village of (iraaff-Keinet, in which he then 
was, and took jyo.sses.vion of some of the houses, firing' 
upon the inhabitants and the soldiers. Many btilb 
were aimed at Dr. Vauderkemp’s person, but he 
escapi^d unhurt. . W hile things were in this state at 
GraaftWIeinet, the Doctor received a comnmuication 
from the governor, (General Dutulas, in which he ex- 
jwessed his desire tiiat he .should form a missionary ift- 
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stitution for the T lottentots, then dispersed in the neigh- 
bonrhooti of GriuiO-Ht'iiiet, and on the borders of the 
c,)loii\ ; protiiisiiig him, at the same time, any piece of 
groiiml in llie disposal of goveniineiit, which he might 
think suitable htr the pnipose. In reply to this comimi- 
iiication, and to a ifHpiest made by Ins h^xeellency, that 
the Doetor would lurnisli him witli his \ ievvs of the 
principles on which such an institution should be esta- 
blished, a letter, dati'd id-b. 11, !>*(>[, of which the 
following is an extract, was written and forwarded to 
y-overmnent. 

" We were wiiiiesses (he savs) of the deplorable 
and wtviclu'd condition into which tlie Hottentot nation 
is sunk, lor want of I'ood, in^t^u•lion, liberty, useful 
eni[)loyiu('nt, and a sjHit wliich tlu'v, under the super- 
uitendeiic(“ of goveniment, might in sotne measure call 
their own home. 

1 am spc'akiiig of their ( (Midition at (Iraatl-Rcinet, 
the very ])lace to which nnmlx'is ol them, by the 
piesent cin timstaiK are eomjxdh'd to repair as to an 
a>) him, wlu're tiu'v niav be* nourished at tiie expense 
of government ; while a still greater number [irefer to 
seek refuge among the (’alfets on this side the 
tireat bish l\i\er, against the barbarities of the colo- 
nists. Among this number are found the hordes of 
Klaas .Stuurman ami Diirson, who repeatedly recjnested 
me to eoine to Ihi'in to instrmi them, but eonstajitly 
refuse 1 to setth' tiiemseKes at Graalf-Heinet or in 
Its vicinity. 'I'lie eonscMjiu'iKrs of such a condition 
emi be lio other than idleness, poverty, or enormous 
expenses to enlerluin them — an aversion and actual 
separation Irom eivili/.ed society, vices of every kind, 
which may end in plundering, murders, and irregu- 
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Jarities of a different uufimN but all tending^ to subvert 
the ljappi|icss ;uid usefulness of that nation, and to 
endanger the safety of the (olonv. 

'ITiese reilei lions l>a\e iiuhn ed us to suspend, for 
awhile, our missiouan attempts among the Caffei’s 
and Biislunen, and to (h'vote ourselves to thi' instruc- 
tion of the Hottentots ill this \i!!age ; that we might be 
made instrumental to atford tliem spiritual blessings, 
till it should please the Lord, b) seiuling us a suliicient 
uumlx'r of nii.s'ionarv brethren for onr help, to enable 
us to re-establish the t'ath'r mission, and form an esta- 
blishment near the (ireat Ri\('r for the benelit of the 
lJushmen. And, fhoiieh it "as not in our po"<’r to 
alle\iate the temporal lalamilies of (he 1 lotlentots, we 
hoped and tnisteil that tlu' Ijord would, in his timi', 
open a "ay to aiisuer also, in this fespeet, our ardent 
wishes. 

" This seeiU', in tlie\\a\ of Pro\ idenee, to have been 
resened for von, sir: audit is with thanksgiving la 
God, ami a' kuowli'iloinent of mv obli'jatioiis to your 
Excelleiuy, that I jnofeed to .submii mv irh'as, and 
Thereof my lirotbor, Iti'ad. (\ aiuler Lingen being ab- 
sent,) uder having (vuisulted Mr. Mavnier on this sub- 
ject, to vour l'A< I'lleni \ 's (hs isi(,n. 

“ 1. It a[)pea!s to us do-irable that onr missionary 
settlement sltonld b(' formed b<'tueen tlu' Uusbman 
RtWand Alg.-a Bay. at amodmate disfanei* from Fort 
Frederiek; and, if a projvr supply of water may be 
prw’ured then*, vvhiih at pieseut is doubt fi|l^ on the, 
banks of the Sunday Hivm-. 

“2. 'ria* eldf'f obji'ct and aim of the niis^^at’ies, 
under whose direr Iton this settlement shall !)e esta- 
blished, ought to be to promote the knowledge of 
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Christ, and the practice of real piety^ both by instruc- 
tion and example, among' the Hotfeitots |^nd other 
jjeathen, who shall be adniittcd and formed into a 
regular society ; and, in th<^ seetnid place, the temporal 
luij)piness and usefulness of this society, with respect 
to the country at large. 

“• 3 . Into this society only those ought to be ad- 
mitted who will engage themselves to live according to 
the rules of the institution. 

“ 4. The actual admission and expulsion from this 
society shall entirely depend upon the judgment of the 
missionaries ; but it seems necessary , that of those who 
shall liave lived in the families of colonists, none shall 
be considered admis'.iblc but sucli as shall produce a 
written declaration of their admissibility, signed by the 
landdrostof the district in which tiiey have lived. 

“ 0. As we by no means wish to counteract, but, Oil 
the co?itrarv, to prcmole, as mm h as possibk^ the 
lalionrs of our IMoravian brethren, we are resolved not 
to ailmit any i^(li^i(lual belonging to their institution, 
unless it be with their express permission, and at their 
i'e(|nest. W'e hojie to fie ecjnallv cautions in respect' 
to other missionarv institutions, which may in future 
times be formed wit bin this colony. 

“ (i. As we are of oiiiuiou that the rule laiddow'nby 
Paul, ‘ that if any would not work, neither should he 
eat,’ ought to be strict Iv observed in e\cry Christian 
sodety, our intention is to discourage idleness and 
laziiK'ss ; and to ha\ e the individuals of our institution, 
as as circumstances shall admit, employed in 

(lifferetil, useful occupations, for the eultivation of their 
rational fliculties, or exercise of the body, as means of 
subsistence, and of prompting tlie ^vclfare of this so- 
<'>dy, and the colony at large. 
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These occupations may he referred either to agri- 
ctiHure and farmthg, the management of ( atlle, or me- 
chanical arts, and little nv.umfacturt's, such as soap- 
boiling, eamile-making, ''pinning of thread, manufae- 
turing of paper, latmino, pot-makitig, hriekmaking, 
turnerv, &e. 

“ 7. As the introduetimi of these emplo\ments will 
involve the hairopean mi-^sionarv societies in consider- 
able ex peiisv's, the workmen shoidd be eonvidered as 
journeymen in tlie M'lviee of tlje so( it'tv, ,md lie paid 
weekly for their labour; but the j'rodnets of their la- 
bours should !)(' the property of the vociotv, and sold 
for its benefit. 'I'he limd. howev(>r, a?i>,ing from tlie 
sale of fheM' artu h's '-hall be entirel\ devoted for < lia- 
ritable in''(dnfion', of a nii',''i(marv nature among flu' 
heathen, siu h as thi* erection of other missionary set- 
tlements, ufi orphan-house, in \vhi< h forsaken and 
bvtherless < hildn-n niav be edn<-att‘d, or for tlie subsist- 
ence of the sick, old, and jioor. 

'* Bv these me;i'Hn‘s we intend not to jireelnde 
any one who, to his indiistrv and ddigeiue, shall he 
'*'enah!efl to elevate liim'-elf ,ibov e the (lass of Jonnu'v- 
inen, from lanominga master and proprietor of his own 
busine.ss. 

“b. .Should this settleiiK’iit, wliifii is fo be put under 
the direction of two missionaries and a s( hoolniaster, 
increase to a criMter nmnber th.in can be diia’cted by 
three; nibftionaries and two sclioolmaslers, it a[)pears 
better to divide it into two distinct settleimmts. to he 
placed in dillerent parts of the countrv, tlian to extend 
it beyond the limits mentioned. 

“ ‘d. Ciood ordt’r and domestic disei[)line shall he 
maintained by the mi.ssionaries themselves. I'he !<et' 
tiers are to be divided as Ckristiaiis, catechumens, and 
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bearers. By the last, anderstand heathens who will 
floek to us to hear the word of (iod: By cat^^chumens, 
heathens who are more ])articn!arly under our inspec- 
tion and care, iiistnieted in the doctrines of the Gospel, 
aiul who submit to ecclesiastical (lisci[)line. Christians 
are those who shall firing forth fruits of conversion^ and 
be bv baj)tisni initiated as members of the (hurehf 
“ 10. W’e have no st'verer jnmishment than excom- 
unitiieation from tin* elmreh and expulsion from the 
Society. If we sliall be eompelled to ])roeeed to this 
last step, we shall think it unr duty to inform the land- 
clrost of the fact, that jtisliee may be aciministered by 
the court to whose ( opiii/.aiiee the crime belonps, and 
no makfador find <( shell vr in'lhln our n'lills. 

H. As your Eveelh‘U( v cannot l)e inditferent with 
respect to the state and progress of the institution, we 
sup]n)se it will j»lease \onr excellency 1(* accept, at 
least once a-year, a report of its state in detail, by a 
list poinliiip' out the mimlK‘r. names, (jualities, occu- 
pations, and other eirenmstanees of lia* members, ac- 
ecidinp to a model which shall be appro\ed bv vonr 
Cxcellenev. 

“ i'J. Our ideas resju'ctinp- tj)c jntlvgamv of the hea- 
then exacilv eoirespoud with those of the Moravian 
Brethreti. 

“ I'b As to the jiroteetion whu h we may expect 
h'oin your l^xeelh'in y, we entirely tru>t to your Excel- 
lency’s declared n'solution to favour our inissicrtiary 
exertions, and recpiest that we mav enjov Ihe "same 
protection and ])rivileges which arc granted to the 
(Moravian) Ihethn'ti at the Bavian’s Kloof 
“ The state of our eongregali(m, formed out of Hot- 
tentots and a few of other pations at GraafF-Heiiiet, is 
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such that it will be necfeisary to leave an individual 
missiornwy in that village, for the iiistiuction of those 
who shall, by tlieir eircuinstunees, be eonstmined to re- 
side at tins place. rho mimher (if cliildroii in our 
reading-S(.'iiO(il ainounls to one hundred and twelve, of 
whom, !iowtn ('r, seldom moie tlian stn etify an* present. 
We have been obliged to print a spt'lling-book for their 
ule, and we hope that your I'ixx'elk'ney will permit us to 
print and to sell little school-books, for the benefit of 
the future estaldishnienf, and to edneate sonn* of our 
young men in tlu* art of printing, as a peculiar branch 
of their empi(»Mnents. 

‘^The Con!nn>sioner Mavnicr favours our undertak- 
ings here with all hi- powc'r ; and has gi\cn ns a place 
to build a h.dl ujiuii, whidi may ser\e for a meeting- 
house, school-room, and a dwelling-place for the mis- 
sionary.” 

In rcplv to this ( ominunication, uhi( h so clr'arly esta- 
blishes the solid and [uaclical views of IJr. V'ander- 
kemp, he received a fax oiirable an-wt>r iVom General 
Dnndas, of which the follouing is a copy : — 

Cdpf Tf>v:n, No}\ ’ 26 , JHOI, 

SlH, 

“I have only tilin', )»y the jiresc'nt opportu- 
nity, to acknowledge the ri'((‘ipl of your letter, dated 
November lllh, ( ontaining some Inaids of a pjian fur 
a iyinttentot estahiidunent, which 1 am (h'sirons to en- 
(■our%e, Seeing the in'ces-ity of (‘nd(‘a\ouriiig to atne- 
liorate the spiritual and tejnporal condition of tho.se un- 
happy peoplty, whom, upon every prim iphe of Imraanity 
and justice, government is bouiul to protect. 

“ i have only to add, that, in iny opinion, the banks 
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of tbe I.<oei ie of Van Sfades River is tlie preferable 
sitnation for their esbihUshnient, thinking it by ltd means 
adviscable to jilace tlictn in the neisfhbour^tood 
Catfers. ; 

^“^Tlie Secretarv of ilio colony has tlii.s day received 
my directitais to ac(jiiain( iiic landdrost with my Nvishes 
upon this sidVp'ct, bein^- cxtrcincly anxious that tins 
plan sliould he canh'd into (dfcct as soon as possible, 
and the liotlentots moved towards their propost^d 
establi.slnnent without delay, \v’liere every reasonable 
assistance at tlu' outset, to euabh* them liereafter to 
provide themselves \\ ith pro\ ision and otlier necessa- 
ries, it is mv i?iteiition to all'ord them at the expense of 
the eolotiv. 

In the c\pc( tation of hearinf;- ae'ain from you upon 
the subject of tliis praiMOvortliy and benevolent under- 
taking, Together with siu h particulars relative to it as 
you may tliiiik it iicccssaiy to L^ive, 

" I have, &c. iSlc 

( .bVgvn (/y “ I 'uANClS Duxdas.” 

In n'l’creiicc to tlu' abioc letter ami another eommu- 
nicatioiKtl a siinihir naiuiv' whic h ap[)ears to have been 
received. Dr. \himli'rktMn[> lias made the following entry 
ill his joiiriial : " Ifis Exccdlencv had anticipated mv 

proposals, haviu” already sent oll'a sliij) laden with rice 
and oflu'r articles, which he thought lluit we shpald 
■''tand in need of, to Algoa I3av.” 

Eueourac:od bv the. enlightened views and efficient 
co-operation of the lieutenant-governor, the mission:* 
ario.s left (jli-aali’-Ucinet witli a hundred and nine Hot- 
tentots ; wiiich number^ iu |he eoui-sc of a few days/ by 
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the Rtnigg^lers who joined them on the road, was aug- 
mented to two hnndivcl arid twentvone. 

Wlieu they hud proceeded Ijulf-way towards Algoa 
Bay, the Hottentot eaj)tain, \\'ul(ieinun, and forty of his 
people, left them, pi-obaidy from some fear instilled 
into their minds In interesUd and designing men. 'Hhis 
loss was shortly alter made up by the aeeession of 
sixteen wandering Hottentots, whom tlu'V found in 
tlte mountains ; but, on their anival at the Zwartkops 
river, a hundred of the p<'ople \sere imlneed to leave 
(hem, by the inthieiKs' of Klaas Sliuirman, a Hot- 
tent(»t chief, who u.is at that place in arms, with his 
people, and vriio a-^sored (hem that (hete was a large 
asseuiblage of Ih'Of', at a fann-hotiM*, at a small tiis- 
taiice, waiting to intoreept ami to de>tro\ them. 'rhi.s 
was tlie <.>nl\ fann-houM’ indween the ('amtt)os and 
Zwartkops ri\ers, whidi had not la'Cii destroyed by 
this intrej)id flutteiitot < hiel ; ami it was natural for 
him to endea\our to sfnmgtlicn hiiusidf, In making 
the Hottentot'-, along witli the mis^iumuies, belie\e, 
that the assinnbled [hiois were as inimical to them 
as the\ were to hint'-elf .iiid In- penpie. In reply to 
the arLonnents emj)lo\ed b\ the mi-sionaiies on this 
oeea.sion, to per-uade him to la\ down his arms, and 
stthrnit to flm cohinial ginernment, he answered as 
follows : “ e .tn' Idimi heathen-, wo know nothing, 
and in this state the lloors wi-h to keep us ; I wish to 
Ihie ^ peaceable life, bat I am determined to revenge 
the barbarous eondm t of the Boors tu m v jieople, till 
the government shall do ns justice, and permit us to 
hear the vcord of (iod.” 

^‘On the 7th March, IbOo,” the journal of tlie lub- 
stonaries states, “ at tlie reeomraendatiou of the offieer 
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commanditj}^ at Fort Frederick, we took possession of 
tiutlm's Place. Whether we shall stay here, or have 
luiolhcr place jSfiveji ns, is quite uticertaiu, though the 
funner bceius to me the most |)rol)able. We have re- 
quested it, as its Aicinit) to the Hay Is the only ob- 
jection we ha\e; but this lias its advantages. Want 
of water seemed, at iiiM, a great obstacle, but, by 
(lioging wells, we liiid this want ampi\ supplied. Tlie 
nmuberofour jieople, with those who have joined U8 
at the bay, amounts to about, one hundred and sixty; 
but we have everv reason to expc'ct an iucrea.se. The 
goveniur has enuaged to supply us with provisions for 
the first year, after wliidi he liojies tin* people will be 
able, by mdustry, to jiruvide for tlicm‘'ehes.” 

iJiiriiig the period they were at this place, the 
troubled state of the (oimtr\,aml the neutrality their 
principles compelled them to maintain btdween the 
contending jiartic-., exposed tliem to many hardships, 
and freqncndy placed their ii\c^ in inuninent danger; 
Imf, in opposition to (he views and remoii-st ranees of 
thiir friends, and evim of the governor himself, wlio 
wished them to n'tne to a place of greater seenrity, 
and who twen leqiu'stcd them, with that view, to ac* 
eompanv him to t'.ipe down, (hey remained at this 
place; and wluh' they were diligent in their labours 
among the 1 lottentols, ihcir exertions to make thera- 
si'lves useful t(i the soldim's in Fort Froderiek were 
attended with benelieial etleets. 

The re-'jieet entertained by the Hottentots for the 
(harm ter o! l)r. \ anderkemp mad' him a proper 
person to be emploved by the government, a.s a me- 
diator; and, at the request of the governor, he suo 
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vj iw»4’‘ ftpowdt 'tlie-'s«{i€$i|o»)i#jift 
yipff iJ8^i{ii-u*0H .siloH Umt vve ^re to look fuiik^ 
tleaiitikt l^^pnltirity oi- anibitioHs views of a «feiet> 
foiVUo $*rigiu of thy w.ii’ wjacii then tkt^lutdl }ife$| 
4i»fritts of ibe (ttlony, and vu‘ shalWifatA s 4 |im 
in Di’. Yandeckeiiii)’^ oua VMods :— r-" This displease^ 
oU)er tliiefs of the nnuaudiiiy' liottuatols so 
ij^cb, that the) net onlv uttueU'd Klatisj. took Olvajt, 
hbj.peoplc, tattle, uud aria<;, hut jvKo tJireUi^riedj'tiOff 
t®eat us ill the baine uiauiici, luokiti^- upon Ois as %;i 
CiWiso of the le.stJuLion vvluch he had tak»;ji. ' Captain,. 
Stuuunau, to ^ue Iih life, lied to Coitya, chipf, ^^S 
a truppofC'atleis, on thib ■'ide the C real l ish Ui\eri’ivho 
causi^d Ills to be iuftauied that he approved of. tjjo. 
be^iviour of Klaa^, and hud taken him uudcv .bis 
pmtection. In the meaiiulnie, the f^oveiuor Juifd 
caogcd a i'bong detadnucut ut cuhmist'., tonii^iande.4? 

|amo^^ 'Ijuard \auder Walt, to be itiiU'qbod 
into this region, aoaiast the in.uaiidiug Catfers., aJuk 
Hottentots; after he had is'-ned a prutiamatiun^tkit 
tbpso who woiiid leave tin; phindeiino trlhcvs, j3n4*4^o 
to Graali-Heiuet, Fort Jriedeiitk, oi into our 
tic®, bhoold liave freedom and pnttedion. Thkdo- 
t4ch«|enC however, attar ked promL'>euoU’^ly theCalkifS 
ai^d,iIottentob mi tins .side the (areat FihJi Kivotv^ 
I,^^ing upon this perim HiUs to the rest of ,lh€ti 
colony, I gave my seutuuenfs upon it with boldnm&f 
and wrote, |i» well to tiie Govenioi Dimd|Sy*^igitof 
the Fiscal VaiFKyneveld, that, ar cording to oUrct^F' 
nion, if tlie.deUichmont proweded in this iaagne^/'and,. 
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{lestmciion, an4 tijat of ail the ool<Miy. I wrg^ also, 
that Klaaa Stuarman £»id his peopte shoiP be 

and that the promises made to him ilk the iUK|ke 
of goveraraent should be fulfilled. But it appeiured^r 
fnan the answers which I received, that the governor 
was preju^^d agmnst Klaas Stuurman by his eneitiiei^ 
and suspected him of falsehood and fraud. 

“ Our uistitution making us an object of the hatred 
of the.43<donists, we also were described by them a$ 
men wlm stood, with the' plundering Hottentots and 
Gaffers, in a connexion which was dangerous to tlie 
good inhabitants, and that wc caused our institution to 
be a place of refuge for robbers and murderers. 

'Hie truth was, that we never had had a con-* 
nexion with any of the plundering hordes, but that w© 
took into our institution those who separated them- 
selves from those hordes, and who, from aversion to 
their former behaviour, came daily to us, to hear the 
word of God, and to conduct themselves peaceably, 
according to our rules. 

“ The consequence of this, however, was, that we 
recetV||d, on the 3d of August, from government, an 
order,' whereby we were prohibited from receiving 
more Hottentots, or entering into any (xinnexion with 
the tribes at the Sunday Ri\'er. By this order we 
were, to our great sorrow, forced to reject many of 
those unfortunate people, principally women and ehil- 
dre%, who, nevertheless, rather chose to mnhiba&i 
thensBelvet in the woods, amongst the brute, than to 
totwa to their tribes. 

** We admonished Klaas Stuurman not td take afty 

itt the hostilities between the farmers and Hoi* 
Voi.% , ' a 



«iid‘ to conviMce^ t&e p^remoit ani Ws oMm 
i^a^nlas of tte sitK erity of Im subordination, by soctb 
a ln^aviour: bo declared this to be his intention, and 
- be w^nld snifer injustice rather than brt'ak bis 
<WG«d» His behaviour, tosfother with tiuit of Conga, has 
'been irreprohensibJe up to this pres<'nt hour.” 5 ■ ‘ 

.. . While the count ry was iu this troubled state, it was 
visited by Mr. Barrow, who gives the following account 
yttf a I'eucoiitre with this Motteniot chief and his follovv- 
making imjiiiry into tlie liostile appearuaee of 
band of Hottentots, iMr. Barrow relates, that ‘‘^ione 
of them, named Klaas Stnnniian, or Nicholas the 
Hoimsiuan, whom they had .selectial for their chief, 
stepped forward, and, after himibly entreating ns to 
hear him out without iuterruption, began a long ora- 
tion, which LOiitaiiied a history of their calamities and 
sufferings nmier the yoke of the Boors; their injustice, 
in first depriving them itf their country, and then 
ftMt-ing their oilspriug- into a state of slavery ; their 
crnel treatment <»n every sliglit o< cusion, which it be- 
came impossible fetr them to bear an v longer; and the 
ii^dutioii they had, therefore, taken, to apply for re- 
dress before the English tro*)p.s should leave the 
country ; that their employms, .sus[>rcting their inten- 
tion, bad endeavoured to prevent such apjviicaiioD, by 
‘cmifining some to the house, threatening to sbocit 
t«rt!bers if they uUiimjdetl to escape, or to puriish their 
and children in their aljsenee. And, in proof 
trf whfd be advanced, he called out a young Hottentot, 
whose thigh had been jherced throngii with ; a kiTge 
i»n$ket ball but two days before, which had been 
fired at him by his master, for having uttemjded to 
leaw his service, 'This act,’ coatiitoedher. lMndpf 
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many cttliers, eqnally cni«l, resolved us at once to eol? 
iect a solfioient force to deprive the BOors ef their 
arms, ill which we have succci^ded at every femSe 
tt'hkih fedi in our way. We have taken their supe^tt- 
oils clothing’ in lieu of the wag’os du(i for oor servioe.S ; 
but we have stripped none, nor injured tlie persons Of 
any, though,’ added he, shukinjgliis head, * we ktite ^et 
a gretd lie^d of our blood to avenge.' ” 

Mr, Barrow, ou proposing (hut Stimrinan and Ws 
people should enter into the Brilisli servic<*j stated a 
ditlicnUy respecting the manner in which pi*oviS!on 
must l»e made for the aged, the w’omeu, and the chih 
(Iren ; which the ( Jliief speedilv obviatcsl, by the follow- 
ing address:— Hc.storc (said be) the coiintn/ of which 
our father^' have been dc'^poUed /y/ the Dutch, and we 
have nothing more to ai/i. ' 

1 endeavoured,” saysMr. Barrow, ” to convince him 
how little advantage they were likely to derive from 
the possession of a eoiintry, w itliout any other property, 
or the means of deriving- a sutisistence from it; but he 
had the better (d the argument. ‘ W e lived very con- 
tentedly,’ .said he, ‘ before these Dnleh plunderers mo- 
lested us ; and why slu.uid we not do so again, if left to 
ourselves t Has not the Uroat Buu>i (the MjiSter) 
given plenty ot grass, roots, and berries, amt grasshop- 
pers, for oiir n.se; and, till the Dutch destroyed them, 
abimdunce of wild animals to hunt ! And will they not 
return and nuilti{)iy, when these de.stroyers are gow^t* 
W'e prevailed, however, upon Klaas to deliver up t^ir 
amts, and, in the mean time, to follow the troops, 
until vSome arnmgement could be made for their future 
weltare.” , . ;i 

Ou tlie arrival of Mr. Barrow and his militai'y eiedtt 



%ej||oit(euto(s»plWctv'<;l in considcmblp iiwijljer^* j 
iap\i|tlin^ tli^,‘ir families*, afnonatpd to o>ip 
d|p-^ mid filtj, and the flottentots, mclndinf? 
old df bath s?e\eSj to fivo hundred. The Boor^ hiid 
protection of the fort at Algoa Bay ; the Hottentotp 
were encamped in the open [daiii. . ,i 

^Ir, Banow'h attcnipt to etfect .a reconciliation be<* 
tween tlie p.irties defeated b\ the rebel Boor.'?;, wjl>o 
eontri\ed to < irculate a n'ptirt among' the Hottentots at 
Algpa Bay, that it UiOt the intention of the Englbh jto 
put them on board ^llip, and to ''Cnd them to Capo 
Town, 

To this nv.ilieion? repoit Mr. Barrow ascribes all the 
suhssequent inisfn tunes oliic h betel tiiemsehes aud their 
wuntr^men. Maiiv of the Hottentots, under the alaian 
created by this manu'u\re of tlie Boor'-, tied to flic 
Caffei's umier nigiit ; and this measure, by whieh they 
hoped to rid themselves of their enemies, increased tlipir 
i^Uinbcrs and their .ininiusit), 

A «>nsiderable bod) of Galfers, vvlio had pieviously 
declined the authorit) of Gaika, and who iiad also been 
on bad terms with Uic neighbouring Colonists, avaded 
themselves of this ( u'cnm.st<mee to avenge the injuries of 
vvlrich thej lompiamed. Ciuting their li'rees vvitli tltosc 
of the hioltentiits, they soyn spread terror over the 
whole distr ict of Graatl’-Ueiirct ; and, in a few wwbs, 
afraopt all the country between tire Bushmatts’ river a*l4 
the Fish river w.ls in their hands. A great number a/ 
cattle became their prey: all the houses of the ado* 
iiists were burnt, and nratry fell in tjie unequal struggle 
b) pi'es|;rvc their property. ^ 

Tire Colonists had no feafeutt to despise 
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an fhf^Vior ^acb ^f’bbirtj^, fr^iitl’ aWWlpbvio^fr^fliey 
inanifestM them in this confesf/ Wneh a'eorlip4' 
rafi\V view of tlie advantap^es and dNadK'khthges of the 
cnhilKitants on both si(h‘s is tsikeii inte consideeatloq, 
the addVcss, the capacity, and the courage will be found 
on the *4idfe of the opprc’^sed aborigmc'^. 

If the Hottentots failed to e'^tablish their indepen- 
dent e at this time, the failure did not arise from the 
snperiotity of the Boors, Imf from their connexion with 
Eui'Ope. While the c(doni''ts are supplied from Eng- 
land with iron, and steel, and gimpowder ; while they 
have the wealth of the colony in their hands, and 
aie protected by the troops of a trie at nation, thc\ have 
iK) reason to swell on a fomparison of thernseUes \fith 
the impoverished and oppres'-ed nati\es of the (ountry. 
If the colonists of the Cape wcic to be (ut off from all 
f ommnnication with Europe for a single ceiitur}'. it would 
be (hdiciilt to say, what (lass of the inhabitants might 
have the asccndanc) at the end of that perifKl. 

The Hottentots, whe* were then nnited with the Caf- 
fers, having defeated the Boors in the distrut of Citen- 
hage, and chased them to the Chamtoos ri\er, were met 
at Lochonberg’s jilace b\ \'an der W alt, where a contest 
ensued, in whicdi the (ornmandant was killed. 

Van der W^alt was m himsi'lf a host ; he was a man 
ofcapacitv and (,ourage ; his ineinor} was respected by 
all (1 assos of people; he was spoken of with great aspect 
h\ (*enei*al Oundas, notwithstanding his strong partiality 
to the old gn\ eminent of the colony, and the interest 
he took in the cause of the Boors ; “ and with him,” 
'?a>s Inditenstein, the ('olonisfs lost all their hope as 
well as their courage, and, instead of resistance, tliought 
no of any itiing bat flight.” 
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ANIMOSITY 0# THE BOORS- 


After having- proeeetled above half way to Cape 
Town, (hiving- the aftVighted colonists before them, the 
progress of tin? Hottimtots was sto]i])0(l at tlie Kay^ 
man’s river, not far from Mossel ihiy, by a body of 
Ithiglisb tr(K>ps, conjoined with the colonists of the Swel- 
lendam district. By this ev ent, tiie western jjart of the 
adouy was delivered i'roiu their presence : but, being 
ft)rced back n}>on Aljjoa liav, it aliin-ded no relief to 
the missionaries, and tiie Hottentots nnder their in- 
strnetions. 

If the protection att’orded to the Hottentots, and the 
eneonrageinent given to (lie lalxairs of the missionaries 
among- them, wtoe not tin' sole eiuises of the rebellion 
of the Ikfors, they I'nrnisluMl the po-tc-xts employv’d to 
justify it ; and the tnissionaries, and the Hottentots who 
W'(?re settled w itli them, were exposed to tmieh sudering 
and many itmnineiit dangers, daring its eontinunm-e, 
The spirit of the Boors was exasperatf'd by the sne- 
ccs.ses of the Hoftent<(ts in projiortion to the contempt 
in which they formerly held them ; and llu'ir hatred was 
indiseriminate, ami km-u no lioiinds. 'j heir objec-t 
was to keep them in a slate of ignorance and slax'erV ,* 
and their love of timxnitrolled anthoritv, one of the 
strongest passions in the human iireast. shut their minds 
against ever)- consideration whii !i (-otdd be urged in 
favour of any attempt to improve them. 
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The Cape restorer! to the Dulrh, — Danf^Trotis ‘situation of the 
sionario'^. — They retire into Fort Frederick — Cruel propo^ai of 
the Door^ to the I)\itch (hnernor — Bethclndorf] foiHidctJ. — 
and Ljchten^^lein \isit the Iienuution.— Misrepre<^enttitiotnl 
ot Vand(Tkc!np’"> t Ihtr.u ter.— lh‘Ociamatir)n of 180 .'). — -Two Caftfer 
Chiet« visit 3)r, Yauderkenip. — The Mif^sionanes ordered to Cape 
Joviii, to answer the ( haro'cs ot the Boors. — rTlie Kiigitsh 
the Cape. — Mr,s. Snullfs labour^ at }3ethelbdoip» 


By B)c pe.ice of AniieuN, in 1802, it was stipulated 
that the iolony nf the (ape of (Jood Hope should 
be restored to the Diitdi; and the interval betweeu 
the (lc()artun‘ of the I'aiuli'h ^aii'ison from Alg'oa 
Bay, ill the I'lul of September and the arri* 

val of the Dukli in iHId, was to Ihi' missioiiaries a 
tune of jiii'eut trial and auvietv. (Jcueral Dmulas, who 
had sIkuvu so much zo.il for tlie establishment and prO' 
s}K*rity of this mission, was so macli impre''sed with 4 
sense of the dangcis to wlm h tlie missionaries would 
now be expostxl, tli.it he used inerv ai^uuumt to per- 
suade them to suspend tiieir labouis, and aceoiquiuy 
him to Capi' Town, to remain there till Midi time as 
order sliould be ri'-established in tlie country ; and, 
v^hen he could not prevail iijhui tiumi, “ he considered 
Us.” said Dr. \ aiidork.emp, as dead men.” The soli- 
citude eiiiicixl on this ottasion by (ieaeral Duiidas for 
the safety of the missionaries was as i.reditable to his 
heart, as the oiicourageiueut he Inui afforded them iu 
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tlwb t rtof hw'.unddrstandingT irtid 

Imb ^ w^onaiied ^r©,; nevertiieiei^/ to ^ ©oiiim^lesd 
fiMrithe'finnnes®' tliey di^dayed in resisting hb' ii«jji(Jrt©4 
ni^i Gdaki theT ’b»v<5 suspendeid their «xt>itions on 
thkneoastonv'vritb a certain hope of rene>ving’ them, the 
pddple must have been left without pi’oteetion ; and thd 
tsaifo of their omi safety was at>sorbed in $oraeti»Hig 
more generous and noble — a concern for the preserva^ 
^kai of the interesting and growing family which Provi- 
deace had committed to their charge. 

General Dundas, finding the resolution of the niifM 
sioaartes to abide with the jieople immnveabiy fixed, 
imdertlte apprehensions he entertained for their safety, 
invested Dr. Vanderii^mp, liefore his departure from 
the bay, with authorit^to retreat to Fort Frederick with 
his Hottentots till the arrival of the Dutch authorities, 
should such a precaution be found necessary for their 
protection. 

Daring the few months they had been at Bdtha’s 
plao^ they had been kept in a state of tonstant alarm j 
they were under the nect*ssity of being constantly pre- 
pared to re|>el force by force; several furicars attacks 
had been made upon them, in which their preservation 
Was singular ; and finding, at last, that those attacks were 
beeomiog more frequent, and their situation every 
day more threatening, they resolved to avail them- 
selves of the asylum which the kindness of General 
Diihdas had reserved for them. This last step was 
taken with great reluctance, and their apprehensions as 
isfhe result were but too soon verified. ' 

5 The #?ors in the fort now flattered fliemselvei 
that Vanderkemp and bis people w ould make lommofl 
^«se thetn iguiastitheir mca&m, and^i under 
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,f tej^jrehdered bitenyi (facility 
iBctvfulfj ! (but, 'vi<beii, they discovered/ 1 h^ raistdbe tldd 

pointy? a«d tfjftt: nothing :\tG«ki hiduced the >inii^i(Hihrted 
tOHiidi.or oven s&nbtioru their (xmduet itD^-4rd&)thedi«^<» 
ieidoits, Cfveny -thing was done to reiKder. tliei»< imcoot* 
fortdble, asd (to defeat the eiids of their laission.’ ^ fCbQ 
wn»#jei7 in whieh they w ere huddled together gave the 
Hooiu tl>e fullest opportunities of exerting a certain 
degree of influence over the Hottentots j and# flnding 
they could not gain the missionaries to their views, the 
opportunities! ati’orded by the immediate contact* in 
which tltey were placed with tlie people, Werei improved 
to cotMifceraet the labours of the missionaries, by eadeah 
vouring to engraft upon the barharoas stock the gioss’ 
est vices which debase men in a mate of cmlization. 

D(x/tor Vandorkemp was strongly' attached to the 
English’ gorernment, and he regretted that the Gap® 
w;ts again to re\ ert to the Dutch, although Holland 
was hiH native country ; but he had an instinctive ab- 
horrence of anarchy, and he had sntfored so much 
from tire Btwrs around him, that he luviled tlte arrival 
of the Dutch authorities as a desirable event. With 
the new governor, General Janssens, he had been intw 
mate in his younger years : they had been sehool-feh 
lows together ; and, although there might be a great 
dissimilarity in their rt'ligious opinionsj the Doctor had 
no reason to suppose that all the advantaj^s which 
raiglit be ex|tected from their former intimacy would be 
lost. Tlie ne^v governor arrived at Algoa Bay on the 
of May, 180.!1 By a man in the station of General 
JausscaftSy 'Vanderketnp hcul no reason to appre^iend iu\t 
he woull bo treated ivitli I superciliousness of 

Hoh, iobscouiraoa with underliiig® ta office^ who judg® ;«f> 
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niraa feyiSteir mtemai dircarmtanei^, awl show their own 
ihiportniK» by their rudeness to those M’horri they think 
tJiey Oaa ittsoH with impunity. On the c{)!itrary> hue 
prevented the first expression of res|)ect that the mhif 
gioflanr was prepared to yield to his elevated station; 
and^ laying aside the govenujr atid the general.die 
wiis Sflad t(» waive all ccrenioiiv. and rtmew the into 
tnaey, and recount the scenes of their youthful days. ' 
Btrt notwithstandinsf the respect and pereonal esteem 
Oeitera! Janssens had for Dr. \ amlerkernp, it was soon 
discovered, when they enter'd into the affairs of the 
institution, that the mind of tlu' ifenenil had been pte^ 
occupied by the false ix'prestuitatioiis of tlie eneaties of 
the missiojKs. 

On the arrival cPGeueral Janssens, the frontier 
Boors proposed that all the Hottentots should be seized; 
that every individual arnonjr them should have a chain 
put n{M>ii his leg's ; am! that they slunild be distributed 
among them as slaves. 1'he >tate of public opinion in 
Ettrope would not iiave admitted, bad the General been 
so inclined, a methtjd of ensluviiiaf flic pwiple, of so 
direct u nature ; and tlio proyiosal was rejeeb’d with 
becoming' spirit. Not: at all discourag'ed by their de- 
feat, a flesh objection was fouiul against, the mission- 
ary insti|0ou, in the change which hud taken place in 
the foloniai government, in ha\ ing passed from llie 
bands of the Etigiish to those of the Dutch. It was 
insinuated that a mission to twangclize the Hottentots, 
conducted by Englishmen, wa.s pregnant with danger 
to the Dutch government of the colony. Ihis objec- 
tion, which was tes) subtle to have originated with the 
BoorSj had been .suggested to them by some%f tli^ 
friends at bead-cjwarters ; Bud it wm anwasatlg 
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to hear men, who oould not read their own langnaget 
endeavouring- to alarm the mind of the ^ovarnor with 
an onumwation of the evils to b»’ dreaded fronathe old 
threadbare s.torv of ^‘Imperium in imperio.” 

In a letter t(» the directors of the London Missionary 
Society, on this subject, Dr. Vanderkcrap alludes to it 
in the following terms ; — 

“ It was an easy matter to eonv inc-(j the brave and 
p!iilantlm>})ic (jovermu- Janssens of the futility of the 
objection, and to show that our undertaking was en> 
tircly separated from all national views and concerns ; 
and that your direction, being entirely restricted to spi* 
ritual jjurposes, did not. eveti in the least (h'gree, af* 
feet, much less relax the iuithoi;ity wiiich government 
has a right to ex<*rci,se o\('r alHts subjects, any more 
than the filial tibedience due to a father, or tutor, in- 
fringes the rights of a sovereign over a son, or juipil^ 
n-siding in his dominions, ihit it was not so easy to 
eiadicate the iineterat«' prejudici's ag-ainst our work 
among the heathen out of the stonv hearts of more 
bai barons inhalhtaats ; and it wa" evident, that onr 
relation t«) English benefactors was only a pretext to 
give vent to a deeper rooted enmitv against (lod, his 
Christ, and the extension of his kingdom of love and 
grace among tin* heathen.’ 

d'he g(t\ernor wa- satistied wdth the reasonings of 
Dtxlor \'anderkemp. and .saw through the interested 
clamours of his enemie.s ; but a.s the (-olonists were op- 
po.sed to the object of his mission, in order in some 
measure to obviati; this opposition, it was proposed by 
his exeelleney, and agreixl to bv the missionary, that he 
should d<)rrespond witii (ho London Missionary Society 
through the n^ium of tlte Dutch Missionary Society^! 
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l^#'%t?o(^iFrtG'*n4c0skaj#y d^sirtllil^ iHfrf 
s?IJttl<iod ishoiild* be ‘rentbved m sortn' As {>os^jbfe' fitlM 
Fi^ft SVedwielc ; u«td, at the Vec^nest of I)r. VAttderfctofi* 
GeneralJanssens had agreed to grant liiin another plfiCfe? 
^ tii<‘ eStdbhshment. 

' ■'Jlie unsifHabk^ne'iS of the present nitc of the itetihi- 
tkw has been remai-ked b\ almost every visiter ; bdt nt> 
btone attaches to the nii'^sfonaries on this at^eooYit. 
'n*ef place was selected by tlie colonists, who were vSHb*- 
setpiently in the habit of boasting, that they setectey 
that ;Spot, aiKl recommendetl it to (General .fans»)»B m 
the most .suitable place in the neighbourhiKid hir Hte 
object in ^ iew ; and this for a purpose drstaietly stated 
by them, that the IJbUentots mioht not jiml nm/ m(kins 
of submtence in the mcinittf, excepting in the iexiiee 'of 
ike farmers." In this particular instance the inisMon*- 
ark^s bad no alieirmtive ; and, to obviate their objCfs 
tions against accepting it, thev were informed that it 
not intended that they should remain tmy longer 
there tten the time reqtiisite f«)r providing a more 8t«t- 
aWe plaee for them. > 

♦After the site of the institution had l>ecn fixed npon, 
thp governor requested Dr. Vanderkemp to give it a 
name^ ob-^rvuig, attlw^ same time, that lie <’x<eediMgly 
dkidned scriptural names, nnd that he hoped he nould 
not jgive it a name from tlie Bible. Pausing a moment, 
and reitoilecting tliat he had yireached on the preceding 
snbbnth^ from (ienesis xxxv. 2, ‘i, the missionary nitmed 
it Betbelsddrp.” The governor's knowledi^c of the 
sorijdares w*a« not sutfu lent to enable him at the time 
tS d^et the irony conveyed fit this circumstance ; and', 
Beat day, wliert he came to know it, And when ‘he' found 
the iaii^ turned agtiinst him, he acknoWl^dg^edihatit 
wa.s |>erfectly fair. 



ijXiiip ti?inv5aptio^i .i^. ![w,>tic^4 ifl. i(tet}ejJ,|S^th 

jiud writer' sjtHtes tlia^t. t^isy 
«nmecliaieJy upon th4j.,pos^(^$WHi, o(f ,^he| 
ncvv’: ' . , < 

III the month of January 1804, tlij® iu^titutk)® 
visited by the Commissary-General Do Mish ■ . IHhis 
gentlemau had been bred to the law^ ami was seat out* 
to South Africa by the States-General, to draw up som^ 
regulations for the future government of the colo»yj’ 
He was accompanied by Dr. Lichtenstein, who olU»- 
ciated in his family as tutor to one of his sons, aiKil whd’ 
lias given the tbllowiug account, in his trave!s> <rf bhii 
interesting interview with Dr. Vanderkcmp : — ! 

“ On the day of our arrival at 44goa Bay/' he writegy 
the commissary-general received a visit from Van* 
derkemp. In the very liottest part of tlie morning we 
saw a waggon, such as is used in husbandry, drawn by* 
four meagre oxen, coming slowiy along the sawdjr 
downs* Vanderkcmp sat ujwn a plank laid across^iL- 
without a bat, his venerable bald head exposed do thet 
burning rays of the sun. He was ilressed in a thread* 
bare black coat, waistcoat, anti breeches, without shirt, 
nec-keloth, or stockings, and leather sandals bound ups4 
(Ml luH feet, the same as arc worn by the Hottentots, c > 
'* Tlie coinmi’*sary-general hastened to meet and m- 
ceive him wifli the utmost kindness ; liedeSiCended frtMnf 
bis car, apd approatdied with slow and measured ste^*^ 
presenting to tair view a tall, meagre, yet vctterablo 
hgure. In his serene couiiteiuinee miglit be tnmed re* 
wnns of former beauty ; and in bis eye, still full of fire# 
W(ao plainly to be discerned the powers of mind wliiob 
had distiiignfehod his eafly years. Instead Of 'the 
ututalis^m^ipna, he. uttered d gl»ortprayer» in whichhd 
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IjjSl^pd ai bleisitig apan tmr chief and his ©arnpaw^j 
aad the protection of heaven during the remainder «(f 
Journev-. He tlien aecoinpanUxi us into the honse, 
wiien he t'litered into com ersutiun freely upon many 
sufc^eets, without any superciliousness or atlccted so- 
lemnity. 

The oominissary-general reminded him that they 
had hnovvn each otlier, tlucly-six years hellae, at Ley- 
detr; iie was then himself studying the law, and Van- 
derktanp was in garrison, us a iientemuit of dragotais. 
Hp named to him the cotfee-honse where they l»ad 
often nmt, and talked over many occurrences tha,t had 
happened juinily to tiiem. 'fhe mi>sionarv remendx'red 
these things very distinct!} , observ tug that he led then 
a very dissolute life, hut he hoped it was e\j)iated by 
his aubseijoeiit convcfsimi and present course. He re- 
lated many things worthy of remark during the time 
that he li\ed among tlie Catl'eis, atid ehiciilated several 
circumstances that happened in the late unfortunate war 
with them.” 

, Dr, Lichlcn.stcin dcseiibcs llcthelsdorp as eomjMxsed 
of forty rn' titty wrekhed iiut.s, in the fonn of hemi- 
spheres; as plait'd U|)on a naked plain, without a siti- 
gle bush to JolicNt' fhe >ight : and as presenting nothing 
hi the shape of hufuau 1 icings, hut lean, ragged, or 
JUaked ligures, wilh indolent sk'e[)y (duntenances. He 
(Jeseribijs Va»uhrkcm() as a mafi td learning; but lie 
represent him as of little tulue us a niis-sionaiy, 
partly/’ he adds, ‘ because iu* is a mere enthusiast, 
ami too much absorbed in the idea of ciOH'tr^no/t; and, 
jiartly, b-'eause he is too learned, I hat is to say, too 
litfle acquainted with the cunimon concerns of life, to 
tura the attention even of a raw Hottentot to them.’ 
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He aeeoses him, also, of a total negleet of husbandry, 
and all meolianic'al employments. * 

Having' described Vanderkeinp as ap|rearing', at the 
tnno he saw him, to bo near so\enty years of age, he 
adds— “ if ardour in religion, amounting almost to 
biofotry, dNcir-demal, and a renuiu'iation of social com- 
ioiis, c^en of all earthly enjounents, supported by a high 
(Ici’K'e ot enthusiasm, and by \ery extensive learning ; 
if these properties can render a missionary worthy of 
lesjiect and (*»tcem, then i.s Vaiulerkemp most trolv so.” 

^ ft irnjiosv,!hU* to lo«>k it (h<* l.tKo n port*? .lutl the inat ( urade^ 
ot niativ travelleris, aiui not svnipatln/e with the eontinentdi opinio- 
Miplui, piovoketl I V tin* njnftraiiee ami taljte jbUtemenls which 
jUmud lu l»o(ik^ (>l l>it)Ujrht tim joiluuiii^ clurge dgauibt 

^sntu'' ot tills (U (i.pMoii m tttimial — Oiu nn) la\ fiov\n as a 
ni \Hn, that (ml of one hnndicd tin le ate ^)\U who aie liars, not 
thnnitth intere‘'t, i>ol inmnance* thn1\ ilironifh uitere^^t, or the 
pleasure ot unpoMTiid. (»u the public , and ulxiut ten who are honest, 
and aiai at tiuth/* 

ihuin what h hu ii staUti, (Ik riadii will he able tojiu^o for 
linnet If, wint inijKrt out In ouoht to att n h to tin* u})oils and opi- 
\ onsotDi Inthtin tt tn, t <>nm <. tttl w ith the kuI jt ct of missions ; and 
ihe follovs'init; passaii:< luw he t ikcn a«s a spetuiun of his accnrticV' 
‘When the Cape was luktu by the he* anderkemp) 

‘ usoKui, tiion^li ilan sAty Viai> ot a^^t, to go otu as a nuhslou- 
aiv to the ( athis, ,md lum^ mdauud at l)\ioid, he tame Initier in 
lTM7 Aftm two M us spt>nt uuona tlusc jaople, in whuh he sa>s 
hunseH he had not aecom]dtH}K(i mneh towards the spieadin^* of 
khnsliaint>, tlie war broke out He went for a whde to Cape 
Town, Imt at Ins lelurn to the Callcts wa^ not iavouraUl) receivetj, 
aiui was obliged again to iju.l their lenitoncs,’^ In the pa^tbage 
pooled as abiue, wlmb docs imt oi cuj)) sewtii lines m a tpiario 
edlHon, welneve /irt intslakes f)r Vaiuidkemp was not more than 
h(t^ years of age, vUien lu^ollered himself to go out us a mission- 
he WttB not ordmmd at Oxford, he did not vimt Cape Town 
alter his retiuu iiom C allciland, he v^us not unta\ointtbiy rcetnv^d 

his hccoud Mbit w tile Caileis^ nut was he obliged to ijitat Uiek 

territories* 
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JBbfe I B9ay1)e permitted to remm-k a liide m tie 
¥Hwt. oi candour and tiie rashness of most writers who 
have spoken incidentally of mbsionary laboura-. When 
the intellectual culture of man is the subject under con- 
sideration, the preceptor has credit given him for wlmt 
be effects, without having his unsuccessful labours im- 
puted to himself, or to his system ; but missionaries are 
tried by another criterion, and meet with a very dif- 
ferent treatment from the world. While the objects o( 
their mission have been declared ijnpracUcable and 
treated with ridicule, they have been regarded as 
having done nothing, and c“aluinuiated, simply because 
they have not wrought miracles, and changed their 
converts into angels. But this is not all : — besides the 
want of efficiency with which tlieir labours have been 
charged, they have been made amenable for the evil 
passions they have not subdued — for every vice they 
have not extiri>ated ; and tlms the evils which have beim 
too obstinate to admit of a cure have had their origin 
imputed to the methods which have been employed to 
remove them. If multitudes have been reclaimed 
from savage life, from barbarism, from habits of idleness 
and licentiousne.ss, and rendered sobtT and industrious, 
the imperfections still adhering to them arc ascribed 
to the missionaries; and individuals among them, 
on whom their labtmrs may hav e been wholly lost, arc 
feequently pointed at, with an air of triumph, as 
affording conclusive arguments against all missionary 
efforts. 

Tlie labours of missionaries are services which the 
work! has neither the ability nor the inclination to appre- 
ckte or reward, It would be absurd to expect tliat a 
statue or painting should be perfect at once, or to find 



fj>‘i'i!t iv^th Ihe wrti*k of iafTii^c 

to Vorfiploto it; n'hb Ini'^bnndrfiuii (%e^‘ h6t cA‘‘|>eff*'a 

(^to'p^Uien hr Sows liis seed ; lie mu^t'wall fdrltJ^ TIIg 

father cl’oe'? not expect tiiat his son A\iU be a sctiVilur' 
when he fn^t j^'oes to school ; nor does he, when he lias 
finished the term of his education, allege tluit he has 
afijuired nothing, because lie ha', not attained the’ 
oTcatest heio-hts in literature, or because he mav not be 
able to solve the most tlifficult probh'ms in science. 

The generality of travellers, w hen they look at our 
inissionarj' slutloiis, nc\er think of the ditliculties the 
missionaries have had to encounter ; nor do they esti- 
mate what has been elToi fed, by comparing tlic present 
with the former condition of the Hottentots ; but, com- 
jmring their present state with a higher standard of 
(ivilization. without bestowing one grain of praise, they 
liiid fault only on account of what lias not} el been done. 

'\s a striking illustration of the preceding oliseiwa- 
lions, it is necessurv only to read the di'si ription of 
Ik'ihelsdnrp given by Dr. Idchtenstein, and to rccol- 
i('ct how' this wTiter’s nanarks on Dr. "\ and('rkemp and 
this institution have been copied and circulated by the 
literary journals of the day. 

It is painful to see a man like Dr. Lichtendein, with 
some pretensions to science and literature, adopting all 
the vulgar jn-ejiurn os and fabc reprc^enla^ion', of tlic 
(ohdihts. The sentiments lie ascribes to Vaiuletkemp, 
in I is interview wilh tlie rommiscarv-general De Mist, 
wIku he re])re',('nts him a.s stating, that he hoped to 
iitoiu for thealissohilt' life he had led when they were 
lirst acquainted, by his present course, is a sentiment in 
perfect contrast with all the theological (tpinioiis he then 
held. He states, in tlie account published of his con- 
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version, flint when he was an infidel he believed in a 
future st.de, and in tiie etlicienev of the sullerings of 
this preseid life to jirueure for ns, and to (it us for, its 
felicity ; and file eireuinslanec Iiy which his transition 
from a state of sci'ptieism to a lielief of the Gospel was 
most strongly marked, was his rennneiation of all 
dejiendenee on human merit, and his entire reliance 
on the atonement of Christ, as the .so/ii ground of his 
acieptaiue with God. 'Ihe inaccnraeies of Lich- 
tenstein respecting the age of Dr. Vanderkemp, the 
place of his ordination, his journey to Cape Town 
after leavini;’ Graatf-Reinet, the circHmstanee.s under 
which he left Cati’erland, atx‘ trities; but his inis- 
stateme!d> a>siime a more grave ciiaracter when he 
informs us. that Ihe Hottentots under Vandei'kemp’s 
instruction> w ere people he had jiicked up at the ton/ of 
the war; that the Docirn' was oppostsl to any attempts 
to cix ilize tile people ; and that no attention was paid 
to give them anv (Kciipation. 

Whah 'ver Dr. Vanderkemp's ijualifications may have 
been, as a snitalile instniment to ( arrv on a work of 
civilization among the lioUeidols, he is unjustly dealt 
with when lie i-. ie[)resefitod as eneouraging them in idle- 
ness, and as aitaching no importance to their civiliza- 
tion. Jn the letmr drawn up by him at the retpiest ot 
General Dnndas, fiirm>hing that distingnisiH'd indivi- 
dual with an exposition of his views respecting thennui- 
ner in which an in'tlttdiun, sm h as lar projwsed for tiie 
Holteidots, shoidd he enndneted. he expresslv states that 
the rule laid down by St. Raul slioidd be. adhered to — 
that ifanv would not work, neither should hoeat; and that 
it was his iidmition to <ii.s< onrage idleness and lazines-s, 
and to have the individuals t>f the institution employed 
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ill cUfl’erent useful oceui>afioiis^. Iji promoting- among 
the peo[ile habits of industry, and in .stimulating them 
tu exertions to provide for themseives and their families 
the means of subsistenec, Vauderkemp eoneeived that 
ho was using the most eilieient plan to cultivate their 
rational lacultie.s, tu promote their individual welfare, 
and to add to the jirosjierity of the colony. 

The ditiicalty of imparting industrious habits to a 
people emerging from savage lil'e, cannot be fully 
estimated, excepting by those who Imve made the expe- 
riment; and much time, and palience, and prudence, 
and t:omniand of temper, are requisite to the indivi- 
duals who ha\o such a jiroeess to ( onduct, before we 
me to expect perleet results. In a letter, written in 
the mouth of April, nearly four months after Dr. 
Lichtenstein s visit to lietheisdorp, our missionary 
laments the dillieulties he had experienced in rousing 
the })C'(>ple to industry, and the loss he was at to find 
employment for them. Laziness," he ob-serves, “is 
the most prevalent e\ il among our people, which ex- 
poses them to the greatest distresses. Some, however, 
me willing tu work, if we could enijdoy tiiem : this we 
cannot do, iK»t liaving been able iiir more than a year 
to get any mom'y ifom the Cape, so tliat we cannot 
pay them for their labour, wliieh eireumstanee subjects 
both them and us tu many ineonvenieiKOsd’ It is 
obvious, from Dr. Lieliteiistein's own vidumes, that he 
Wits aeijuainted with Dr. ^duiderke^np■s eoiincxioa 
with the iiotteiitots at Graalf-lxeiiU't, at the com- 
mencement of the wiu‘. lie was peifeetly acquainted 
With theh’ sutVerings at iiotha’s Place ; ho knew the 


♦ See 7H, 


n 
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manner in ^^hk’ll they Imcl been .shut up in Fort Fre- 
tlei'ick, trom Sepleinber, 1802, till May, I80o ; he was 
avvaa; that, at the time he saw tluMii, this people had 
not been more than seven months on the spot thrust 
upon the missionaries, under the pretene(' ot temporary 
aeeommodation, and <m whic ii, din in';’ these few months, 
they hail been oeciipied in buildin;;' tlie villag'e of Jle- 
thelsdorp ; and Dr. V aiulerkimip, at a siibseiinent pe- 
riod, in the same year, eomplains that the people, 
owingf to the distressing ein umstances in whieh they 
had been jilaced, were in tlie most de.-'titnte eondition, 
without (lothing, ami withimt luod ; yet, the whole ol 
those miseries, \vhieh were insf[)arable from the si- 
tuation ill whii h they had been placed, and even the 
barrenness ami vrctched aj)[)earance of the ground 
about the iiistituti'Ui. aie asc iibed, by this nneandid 
writt'C, fij (he pious .spirit u/til j)rou(! /luiiiililj/ of 
its haul.'’ dherc is a liittenii'ss and malevoleme 
against religion e\iiieed ihroughuiit ; and in the fol- 
lowing pas.sagi', this ft'eliiig st'cms to have gained such 
an a.stendam.;y over the umlmstaiiding of the writer, 
as to render him insensible, when he was writing it, 
to the contradiction which it involves. 

It is true that these I fotleniots,” lie savs, were 
now nominally ijuiet, and kcjit in some order ; yet 
often, under pretence of the < hus(>, they wamlered 
' about armed, ihe government (then Fngli.sh) having 
allowed them, not merely a small cpianlity of powder 
and shot to kill game fur the purposes of food, but 
having supplied themselves with it very abundantly ; a 
favour, if favour it is to be calhsl, which was too often 
misused. 'I’liev "en; certainly daily instrneftid for 
some hours in the (JiirisUau religion, but these i»* 



MISREPRESENTATIONS OF LICHTENSTEIN. 101 


strnolions made miicli more impression upon Iheir me* 
moi'Y td'iHi upon their underslanding'. They (*ould sing' 
and pray, and he heartily })enitent, for their sins, and 
talk of the Larnh of atonement, but none were really 
the bettor for all this specious appearance. No at- 
tention was ])aid to gi\ ing them ])ro])er occupations, 
and, e.xeepting in the hours of prayer, thi'y might be as 
indolent as they chose. 

“ This eoiivf'iiient mod(^ of getting themselves fed, 
attracted many of the most worthless and idle among 
these |K‘o{)le, and all who a])plied wen' indiseriminatelv 
received into the establishment : the eonsecjiience was, 
that the colonists soon made; heavy (omplaints of the 
want of ser\anls. since the Ii(»tteMtots wert^ much 
Ix^tter })leascd with leading an indolent life in Van- 
derkemp's school, than with gaining their bread by 
labour*.” 

The {)reiudi( e such statements hava^ a tendency to 
excite against missions, is, ju'ihaps, one of the le;ist 
evils to which thev (U'dinaiily give rise. The tendency 
of indiseriminatc cen''nre, ninjuahlieil abuse, and studied 
inisrepres('ntation, is to render such as are friendly to 
missions iiK redulous. as it resj>ects ail the statements 
made ))> strangers, which giv(‘ an nnfavourabh' view of 
partu iilar missiims : and, uiKhn’ the shade of a scejdi- 
(ism generated in this way, abuse and corruption will, 
in many cases, creep in, and pidduce irreparafde in- 
jury, before their su|(j)orters will allow themselves to 
suppose them in any danger, or that the nnfavour- 
nble rcjHirts projmg.ited respecting them, are any 
thing else than calumnies rai.'cd against them by their 
enemies. 


* Lichtcnslciu’s Travels, vol. i., p. 23G. 
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We have missions, in the present day, in the heathen 
world, n hiclt ha\e sulVered iniu h Iroin this cause ; and 
it is natiuul io suppose, that unproductive or unsuitable 
missionaries will never be at a loss for covert under 
which to shelter themselves, while they can ascribe all 
that is said against them to the emnity of the human 
heart airainst the e(>''pel, and relt*r (o such writers as 
Lichtenstein, and the tiferarv journals, which are in the 
habit of qnotiuL>; his remarks against our nussic>ns, as 
a caution to their friends in Europe how llu'v oug'ht to 
receive the accnsatioiis ofllu' ('uemies of missionaries. 

In Felnnarv, lK)o, a proclamatioj! was issued by 
General .lansM'ns. wha h shows that he was at this time 
too mm h iiithienet'd bv the prec ailine; sentiments of the 
colonists, 't he re-t! ii tions, under whirl; Vancli'rkemp 
and his coadjnt: fs were plaec'd hv thi" juia lamation, had 
a tendenev to limit t!ie splu-ro of lia'ir labours eonsick'r- 
ably : ihev were no loiitrer jeermitted to visit the; Caf- 
fe rs : but it is jileasinc^' t i obsmae, that we rej)ealc*d!v 
fine! parthv- oi that nation ci'-itino- tlm si'tthnnent at 
Bethelsdorp, and. whi'u thi' state of the < oiony wonid 
|wrmit it. re>i<iiiio' fiir some time at lla* institution. In 
IfsOl it was > i.-!tc(| bv ( 'om>'o, a powerful (:hicf, who 
brouifht with him liis two sons for c'dneation ; and 
Tzat/oc, another c hief, with his famiiv, resided for some 
time, and left ins son also, with the missionarit's*. 

* There was somrliii'ijT in t)u> appearaiuc of Dr. Vnnilerkciiip 
which inadc a «trnnk^ on tin^ nitntis of those who colt- 

versed with him. This was m no instance more stronp^ly evincch 
than ih,- aborii^inal tribes (if South AtVica. Such as saw 

him once never lorp;ot him; ami the\ alwavs ahervtar<l.s S|>oke ei 
him with tiie !iic;he'^i respet^h if the time he was in f'airerl oal 
was too short to )>en)jlt him to the spiritual fruits of 
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fn this instance their liihonrs were much blessed : 
young dVatzoe bocnme a dccideil tJhristian, and is now 
a nsefu! missionary to his conntrvtneii. In the joiinud 
of one of tlie mlssionari(^s, now lioforc me, is the fol- 
lowing passage, in wliieli In' expt'oss('s tin? pleasure he 
feels at the epportnnities liis situation affords him of 
being nselVil to tliis people. “We are lia]>py to be 
placed in a situation where nnmbers of ('atlecs are 
daily passing and repassing: they sometimes attend at 
our seasons of worshij), nor do onr Iloltentut brethren 
omit any opportiniitv of speakintr r-onceraing Christ to 
tlunn ; and many of them, at time‘s., have expressed a 
wisi) for persons to (ome among tlunn, to instruct 
them. W v long to see a inis'^ion estahli'^hed among 
this people.” 

On the 1 '^th of April, I ti . Vanderkcmip bad 

written to the governor, stating, that liis (•o!!seienec 
would not jjenait him any lonevr to I'neotirage Kotti'n- 
tots to enter into the scrvi<e of the fanners, beeansc 

labtnirs, it is to his exert iuos ciottnic the ('atiVrs, anti to iho im- 
jtression, iii iavour ol the nii.ssiouaric-, nmdc upon tiu'ir niiiitls, 
that we are iinlchif tl lor the ojtenin^r^' that \\e now enjoy lor 
t)i»' pro|Kiii'uti<nt o! (he antone: ihn'il intort'^tini;* neophn The 

tollowlnf];- cirennistanee niav Iw beta' nthliteed, as a >U’ikin*Tl in- 
b’tkncr of (he respect which the Callers cottertain tor (he Doctor; — 

In an attack niatie iijton the institution al Hoiha’s Place, in 1^02, 
hythe pluntlcJ'in^’ (lottentots, their ehiet', Audries S-.unnnan, 
killed in the contilet, his followers iletl, aiul took rv iou'c aoutUL*' the 
Chaffers. When the Caffers came ti> know that they had attacked the 
missiojniry institntitnt <d' Vanderkenijn they pni three them to 
death, and the t^tluo's wonUl have shared the same kite it they had iu>i 
escajted, Kiaas Slnnrnnin, who wa*- then in (‘afierkuul, was 
ohli^vd to dear hitnst'lf of the .Mwrix itoi v, hie'i atlaclao! iisel! tu 
hiin^ ol Inuine; Ihau j>ri\v to Ids broih.i ^ al'otck t>n the mi’ oo.oiiary 
"^hdioh, and with difhenlly pref'Crvtol lim life. 
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of tlie cnielty and injustit® witii which they were 
treated, without any relief Ijciiig’ alforthxi tiiem by tlio 
rnrikvhirs n ew given, and the goveraor 
ordered die luudJrost to iiujuire into (lie eoiiijdawils,— 
but notliiiig- nils done ; and the farmers were so in- 
censed at the doctor, lliat one of them went 
Town, and, without ceremony, requested froim,,^ 
governor leave to shoot him. (ieneral Janssens 
plied, by asking siguiik antly, If he hud seen the g^- 
lows on his entrance into the town* !” 

Again, on the Idth of Ajuil, IbOd, Vauderkemp, in 
reply to u friendly and familiar letter from (iovenior 
Janssens, exjiresses hitnself in the following terms: — 
“ You aeknoa ledge the great wrong which the colonists, 
pcr/iap'i hifc and (here, do to the Hottentots. This 
expression, (Governor, shews that, you are still unin- 
formed of the true situation of things in this country, or 
at least in thel itenhage district. Not ‘perZ/f/pv/ and 
‘ here and (here,' but very certainly, and pretty nearly in 
all parts, does this cpprc-NSKHi [)revail ; nor is it only 
particular inhabitants, but the laiiddrosts themselves, 
from whom the op[)ressed ought to lind protection, who 
make them.selves guilty in this respect.” 

One f‘f the greate-t objixtions w’hich the boors had 
to the English goyeniment, under (General Dundas, 
qva.s the fayour shown to the Ifottentots ; and they 
'fully exj)C(tcd that, with the return of the Dutch go- 
vernment, the mission of Dr. Vanderkernp would be 
suppressed, and that the Hottentots would Ijc left in ' 
their hands, witliout any checks ujion their authority. 
The news of the articles of the treaty of Amiens had 

* Transactions of the London Missionary Society, vol. ii, p, 241. 
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no sooner reached the Cape, than they had expressed 
their sentiraents, in the strongest language, on this 
subject 

Theiv h'rst proposals to Governor Janssens were too 
gross to meet with a favourable reception ; but their 
rei^^ted clamours at last prevailed, and, in 1805, the 
missionaries wci’t; summoned to Cape Town, to answer 
some char'ge.s preferred against tiiem. It is almost 
unnecessary to say, that these charges were sucli as 
could not be brought forward in court ; the governor 
was jmrfectly aware that the farmers could substan- 
tiate nothing that would criminate the missionaries; 
))ut the governor had too little firmness, or the govern- 
■■"ent wa-H too weak, to allow him to resist the unjust 
-’iKi against them by their enemies, (fjjp 

di'ereo (l(>taim'd nearly nine 

Town, in a state of suspense, the go 
time refusing eillier to give them a trial 
j *w them to remove into the interior, to prosec^jjjg 
jdieir missionarv lalxmrs. tj. 

'' Wearied with their inactivity, they had formed 
resolution to leave tlie country, and were only pre- 
vented from putting tliis resolution into praetiee by 
the arrival of the English licet in Table Bay, (ui the 
dth January, On the dOth, the town was sur- 

rendered to (he British. The ehanm' which this ocenr- 


leiicc made in their eireiimstancos was sensibly felt. 
General Baird, the lunv governor, favoured tlieir 
views ; and, eousidering it their duty to continue to 
devote themselves to the instruetion of tiie Hottentots, 
they soon I'eturncd to Bethelsdorjv, and resumed their 
beloved work. 

During the absence of Vanderkemp and his coadjutor 
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in €iipe Town, their place had hetni ably supplied by 
Mrs. dc .Smidt (or Smith), of Oape down*. At the 
jwriod the missionaries were siimmnned to the seat of 
o-overnment, it was apprehended (hat they would not 
be alhaved to resume their labours at liethelsdorp ; 
and it was under this impression, and to preserve the 
institution, that this meritorious woman, in the ti%- 
fifth year of her aire. disposed of her pro{)ertv, and re- 
linquished the eomfiorts of civilized society, to hike 
upon her the manasrement of it. I’he importance 
.she attacheil to tlic education of youth, the success 
which had atU-nded her labours in (’ape Town in that 
department, the talents for whi< h she was dlstin- 
<riiish<'d, the hic'h respecia!)ility of luT character, 

' !ier atfectinnate zeal, quidilted hi'r in an eminent 
cxpiessip^j. of )),>r station. 

oimtu 'iticceeded in briu'dim' too-ether many of 

^ '^'uildren of the pcoplt' to tiie n'adiuLif-srhool ; and at 

^^‘■^ time she was superintendino- iln' school in which she 

colleded lh<' parents and the children, that they 

l*'iiio-lit be tanirht to read, she formed and conducted a 
f ^ . 

school of indii''irv, uhich was of essential service to 
the institntion. While she was exertiiie her influence 
tf> impart to the ruiiids of the people a taste for instruc- 
tion, rei ivino; and improving the n'adin^^-scliool, con- 
duf ting- her school of indii.strv, visitino- the people in 
their hfaises and teai hing them the dec<,'nci('S of life, 
conversing- with the females apart, and endeavouring 
to impress th('ir minds with tlu* [lowcr of religion, — ns- 
sembliifg with them in their social meetings, and ex- 

* Ahwoir of tliin rt'inark.'ildc woiunn ban biM'u published m 
Ku{rlis!t, aiut iiviv l;e had at Mr. Fmu is Wiolliq’s, pitliiLsiier 
buoksclicr. .Statioiiers'-court, IhileniKsler-row. 
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ponrifHnf? to thorn the vvoixl of God, — she seemed to pay 
as niiK'h attention to each of those o})jects as if it had 
occupied lier exclusis e reg'ard, and in the imiltij)lieity 
of her avocations it could not be said that one of them 
sviftei-ed by her n(‘<:,deet. 

Dnring^ the time she was at Bethelsdorp, she had the 
satisfaction of seeirijr several of the females receive the 
first princi[)les of the (,'hristian character ; and several, 
Avho afteiv^ ards became meinlan s of the mission church, 
ascribed their first serious inuires^ions to her labours. 

She remained a tnx'lvemonfh at Bethelsdorp after 
the return of the missionaries. Her character and 
lahoui’s were hii^hly appreciatefl by them ; and it was 
the an.xious wish of all tliat she sliould remain ; but her 
absence was tori o'reatl\- felt in the extensive sphere of 
nsefiiiness .she lead I’ormerly oei njned, to allow lier to 
comply with their wishes, particularly as the missiona- 
ries had now n'simn'd tln'ir labours : and, havino- aeeoin- 
])!is!te(l the object she had proposed to herself at tliis 
station, she returned to Cape d’own. Here she conti- 
nned till 18 d! , when she entered into her rest, after a 
series of active exertions in the cause of benevolence, 
which has rendered her memory blessed, and made her 
death to be felt as a loss to the wliule eolonv. 
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CII Vl’TKR VI. 

Pn)^rt\ss of diristianity ainoog- tlu* llottontots. — David Stiuirman’s 
Kraal. — TVlative 'Teachers, — Vanderkeinp's 0])inicHi of them. — 
First of — ^State of die Hotfeotots under the 

English.- — \hinderkc‘in|ds < Xhcial Correspondence. 

The work ul’ conversion in South Africa began at a 
rnneh more early period after the coraineneeaieiit of otir 
inis.>ions than in snine other plaeos. 'I’he Hottentots 
within the eolonv of the ( 'ape of (iood Mope, and soiik' 
of the Ihi.-'hmen and C utlers imniedialely beyond its 
limits, had, from their iatereoiiise with the colonists, a 
partial aetjuaintanee with the Dutch language, which 
enabled our missionaries to r'nter upon the labour of 
instruction almost as .socai as thev landed on the 
.shores of South Alim a, An advantage of tins nature 
can onlv bt’ ujipreciated by the inis-ionaries, who have 
to make themselves masters (if a strange language be- 
fore any favr»urabl(.‘ inijiression c;ui lie made upon the 
minds (if the people, lh(‘ care ol wlio.se souls they have 
undeiiaken. In as tar as imtiind caiis('s are concerned, 
it might he owing to tlusi irciimstance that Africa yitdded 
her iiHjrease to Mod sti much earlier than 'riiheitce 
D(K tor Vanderkeinp had not the same ditlit ulties to 
encounter at the cornmeneement of his inis.sion among 
the Hottentots that In,* had among t!u' Callers ; he had 
not their hiuguagc to atsiuirc, as a pn'vions steju be- 
fore tliey could be brought under C ’iu istian instniction ; 
and ill the course of a few years he liad the satisfaction 
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of seeing several of that degraded jieoplc elevated in 
the scale of being by the blessing of Clod upon his 
labours. 

Struck with tlu' grand{'ur of an object iliat had to 
tliem all the charms of novelty, the zeal of the new 
converts brought many Hottentots to the institution to 
receive instruction, and j)rej)ared the way for the mis- 
sionaries visiting the scattered remnants of the Hotten- 
tot tribes, which were still to be found associating 
toirether in kraals, or in small parties by themselves. 

Among the kraals first visited hy this means, that of 
David Stuunnan furnishes a sul jt'ct of pleasing and 
painful interest. Some notice has already bemi taken 
of the Chief Stuunnan and his people. After the war 
had suhskied, in which David Siimrman and his bro- 
ther Klaas had taken such a conspicuous pad, they were 
allowed to settle with tlanr people; near the Cliamtoos 
Hi\ er, at the distance of about liftymih's from llcthels- 
dorp. The Hottentots who received tlie gospel at Be- 
ll ielsdorp were llie lirst w ho awakened in the breasts of 
this horde a desire for ('hristian instruction, and by 
that means prepared iliem for the visits of the mission- 
aries. Owing- to the distance this village from the 
institution, the missionaries could visit them but sel- 
dom, and for tliai reason they continned to labour 
among thmn for davs, and .sometimes for weeks at a 
tim('. After the difticnlties and trials of patience whicJi 
usually aitend the lirst iniroduetioii of the g(*sp('l among 
saviige tnl.)es, thev liad the satisfaction of sc'cing their 
labours attemded with the most beneficial eiVeets ; seve- 
ral individuals who yvere eonyeded bv means (if the 
missionaries, at this period, have eontinned ever since 
0 maintain a highly respectable Christian profession ; 
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and all of (hem who were left at liberty during the sob* 
sequent troubles which came upon tlieru, aiid after the 
apprehension and banislnneut of tiieir chief*, sought |ui 
asylum in liethelsdoiq), where those who remain of 
them, and their descendants, continue to form a part 
of the population of that institution. 

Our missionary socitdies can tlo little more in forcign 
countries than begin the work of com ersioii ; we caii' 
not long continue to supply the (iekis under cultivation 
with missionaries from Eaghmd : the attention of our 
sotrieties, therefoie, eaiiuot be too gioon directed to the 
mising up of native teachers ; and it will bq igen, from 
the following extrac t front tht Mi«8io0aiy dfran^ctioHs, 
tiiat this did not escape the ((bscnralion of Dr. Vander- 
ketiip. “ .Some of our couvefled Hottentots,” he 
observ es, ‘‘ show a reiuai kabie zeal in exhortitig others 
to faith in Christ. In (hem this zeal is evidently an 
extraoidiuarv gift of (iod’s spirit, and their exhorta- 
tions are atteiuh il with a not less rctnarkablosiiecess. 
Their external ( ircuni-,iaiu es, as well as their natural 
disp<»siuon, scldoin ptuniit them to l)e at home J and 
it is esjteeiallv povertv and want of food which compel 
thetn to wander about ilu; country, working fol* their 
brc'ad. In this tn.uiiier they are, i>y ue( essity, itinerant 
preacdiers ; but as the same neeessiiv excludes them 
frotu instruction in reading, writing, s( i iptnral doctrine, 
&e., their argiiments arc uniformly takcit from sj)iritual 
expericaice, and want that slrciigti) which sc'ripture 
atfords ; and in my ('ve, they are valiant c hampions, 
but without sword'', (oiild a few of them be enabled 
atjd disjKcscd t<j receive stiitablc instnietion, God may 


* For the* history uud &tc ot David Sluurman, see Appencix. 
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perii^ mtend lo do more by them tliau by missionaries 
from Europe, and witli less exjjense to the society. 
The advantages of em[)loyiiig some of these men are 
too evident to be pointed out to you here. I shall only 
submit to your exuinination a rough sketch of my plan 
res])ecting them. 

“ If they are to be instrncted, they must sUiy a couple 
of years at home. They may live chictly l)y means of 
cattle, and partly by exercising some mechanical art in 
their intermediate houi's ; tiiuugh it will bo a hard 
matter to dispose a hizy Htdiiaitot to such employ- 
ments, pu less than to ket'p ])im at home. Tliename 
0^ w.mi be avoided, which would attract the 

attention of enemies, and be a Imulerauce to their 
work, 'flmy ought to be merely members, or ofli- 
ccrs of the church at licthelsduri), — as to the rest, pri- 
vate Hottentots, tlmugh, in hui, ministers of the gos- 
pel. There is at present only one individual, (now oil 
a journey to the tJajie,) who >eems calculated for this 
work, and witling to devote his all to tlie service of 
Christ: his iiaiiH! is Knii^mau, mentiuned in several of 
our reports as an exemplarv Christian * 

It is no small reeommendalinn t() the plan proposed 
hy Dr. Vandorkemp, that all our luis'-ionai ie.> to whose 
opinion auv importauoe can lie attached, have now’ 
come to the same com lusioii ; and the method he pro- 
poses to be aihipted in relation to the Hottentots is 
characterized by modest y and good .sciis(\ He wisely 
guards against any thing ostentatious in his [)lau, or 
the use of names tn. feed the vanitv of the triends of 
mission.s at home, or to excite contempt and [irejudicc 


See “ Missionary ilegister, ' vol. ii., p. loO, 
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against (liem among his enemies, to whose in- 
spection his labours were open. i - 4> f 

It was uiuler this modest and unassuming chnpa|ter 
that the g(>.sj)el obtaineii its triumph in the first-ages of 
theci)ureh; and its permanent eompiests, in subsequent 
ages, have been gained in a similar manner. Dis- 
po.sed as we naturally are to syrnboliyie with th^ Jews 
in their attaclunent to a worldly kingdom, and with the 
world at large in its love of splendour, we arc too prone 
to forget that the kingdom of God eometli not with 
obsServation tw worldly pomp*. 

While \ anderk('m{) saw enough to encourage him in 
his labours, by the partial success which attended them 
in the first stage of a mission to a savage people, or 
in the firijit gcmuation w hi( h assumed the Christian 
name, it would, however,- be unreasonable to exjicet 
that we should find among tlii'in that sense of proprietv 
which shrinks from the appearance oftnii; that modesty, 
which instincti\ely retires from danger; and that purity 
of mind and manners, which is expected, where the 
gospel lias ere< t('(l its standard, among a religious and 
a cultivated people. 

While the following'- jiassage, from an admiipable 

* A turfbt r cf ihe imjKtrtaiice of tlu* plan recom* 

inecdt*! i>y Dr. \ antitrkc’mp uill bt‘ ifiwn in tin: sfipiel. 

Nf) relictrtion inttnahol l>s. ibi* alxivo rtntnirks mi the 
tniislnx] jntHvidnaN tthu fouiidfi! the rnis-dfjn cnlU-n'cs of rndia anti 
While th<‘ written ron^itiers the n-eneral prineiph* laid 
down in those remarks, as having* been e-ialtlished by (he fesdmony 
(if Seriptnre, und the expeiienee ttf ei^liteeu ctmluno-s, his own 
ig^norance of Our Eastern empire, and the hii^h Jt^iiuitm he enfertaiiis 
of the ttf Dr. Mtirrison .ami Dr, ?^lilne, ami of the mi’^' 

sidtiurie.s at Serampore, leads fiim to (onsider tiie mission colleg'cs 
of onr Indian empire as exceptions to the q:enend rtde. 
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prefac<f<<y Hfe of Mrs. Savage, witten by Mr. Jay, 
discov^l^ ^ intimate acqujiintance withliuman nature, 
it shedb aTay of light upon the state of society among 
the Hottentots at the period we are considering, and 
shows the nature of some of those trials which a mis- 
sioriary has to lay his account with, either when his 
own labours are succxissful, or where he may have been-^ 
called to reap where others have bestowed labour. 

“ Coarseness and freedom of manners,” says this 
author, are too often tlie result of fonner viciousness^ 
of which the individmUs themselves are not aware, but 
which expose them to temptation in their social, espe- 
cially female, intercourse. ”7-“ Moral and virtuous habits 
produce delicacy, and impose rcbtraint. Former scenes 
of guilt will often revive in the imagination ; and though 
they are not entertained there, yet by passing through 
the mind they defih' it, and distress it. I have he<ird 
more than one pious character confess the pain and 
injury he -has sullci'ed from this quarter, even in his 
l>ublic aied private demotions, and who would have 
given the world to be free from the shocks he received 
from the hauntings of the ghosts of his old iniquities.” — 
“ I never knew a professor of religion, or a preacher 
of the word, who fell by certain temptations, but had 
been, previously to his connexion with the Christian 
world, the victim of vice.” 

An individual of a .superior order of mind may be 
found amongst an uneducated j)eople ; a few specimens 
of good workmanship may be produced where no trade 
is followed ; a few patriots may be seen struggling 
against the corruptions of a cnnintry sinking into ruin ; a 
few individuals may be selected ftom a savage tribe, 
and cultivated, while the tribe itself is left in a state of 

Voi, 1. , 
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Nature: but we must look to the rising* gen^HoHj 
tmiacd u[> in our soliools under a dLsciplinary education, 

the odicient instrumt'uts iieeessai^ for the promulga- 
tion t)l the gospel, and the elevation of the body of the 
people. 

Among the sclicnies which occujjied the mind of Dr. 
V’^anderkenip, in the micUt of Ins missionary labours, 
wa> an orphan asylum for the destitute ohildren of Hot- 
tentots aiul Catiers. A plan of the establishment pro- 
posed was submitted to the directors of the Ijfmdoii 
Missionary Society, and re}>eatedly urged upon them, 
with much zeal ; but the ditUculties connected with its 
ex-ecutiun prevented its being carried into etiect. 

It is a dungiTuus thing t(» tamper with the relation 
subsisting betwtvn parents and ehildreii : in this, as in 
similar cu.s('s, btmevolem e mav sometimes increase the 
evils it iiiieiuh to remedy, but, in eonnoxion witli the 
general improvement of the pt'ople, an establishment of 
this sort miglit have been .ittended with salutary elfeels. 
To tarry on tlie work of (iod among a people emerg- 
ing into a state of ( ivilizatmii, and to t>ive the gosfwl a 
permanent habit.iti»m among (hem, witlumt its lx.nng 
nect'ssaiy to e^mtinue foredgn aid to maintain the ground 
already pained, we must look to the thihlrmi of tliose 
jieople, to whom the customs and manners of their an- 
ee.stors, iti a savage stale, ate Ix'come matters of pure 
history ; and xit h tm asylmn, had it been tit that j>erincl 
established, might have furnished our mis.sionaries, by 
this time, with nalive leat hers, with sehtMtlmasters, tuid 
other useful auxiliarit*s. But we must leave these te- 
flcctimis for the presmit, and jiroeet'd to describe the 
condition of the missionarit^s, sitid the treatment of the 
Hottentots under their new masters. 
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Had the Dutch continued to retain possession of the 
Cape, many of the Hotlenfots, like the Javanese, might 
have stilt regretted the departure of the English from 
among them; hut tiiey have since been taught by 
experience, that the l)umanity with which they vrere 
at first treated by us, wtis less owing to any superiority 
in oilr national eliaracter, than to a fortunate conjunc- 
tion of circumstances. It is, indeed, a matter deeply 
to be regrtdted, that the intellectual and moral qualities 
of such meti as Lord Macartney, Genenil Dundas, and 
Sir Stamford llaftles are not uniformly recjuired in those 
to whom the government of our colonies is consigned. 
Were such imjnutant apjmintments always conferred on 
men of this descinjition, tlu^ })rcse?it publication would, 
in all probability, never have appeaivd — lior tlic abuses 
which have called it f)rth would, unquestionably, have 
long ago ci^asrxl to (‘xist, 

When the English first took possession of the Cape, 
the Hottentots hailed tlu'ir arri\al befu’c they kn(^ 
anything of the charnefer of their deliverei’s; and the 
story of their sntVerings made a strong impression on 
the minds of a peoph* w ho entertaitied a great aversion 
to their first oj)j>ressors, and who had, as yet, no interest 
to serve by enslaving them. The English fomrd that the 
Hottent(»ts could be trusted : tbev received from them 
the most (‘ffieient assistance in suppressing the iiisurrec- 
tioTis of the bool's, and, therefore, whilst the boors con- 
ti.Hicd to be (lisatl'eeted to the government, the Hot- 
tentots enjoved the smiles of the Hritish authorities. 
But when the boors; finding' that the English were 
ukely to retain jiermanent possession of the Cape, 
became iTooneiled to their new masters, the services 
the Hotteutot.s were forgotten, and their inter^t 
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sacrificed at Uie shrine of this union. This was a result 
which tlie missionaries had not anticipateii, and for 
which they were not jirepared. It was soon perooived 
tliat, under the new system, the opjiression of the Hot- 
tentots continued, as under the old g^overnment ; and 
Itoctor Vanderkemp found that the new English autho- 
rities paid as little attention to his complaints ; as the 
Dutch authorities of the colony had been in the habit of 
doing. Had be bc'en projierly supported by the hx'al 
authorities of the district, an end might have been 
speedily put to the cnielties practised against the 
natives ; bnt he had the mortification to find that his 
attempts to imprtne tlu; condition of the Hottentots, 
and to bring their o[»{>r(‘ssors to justice, were con- 
stantly opp<jsed by those by whom he should have been 
supported. In January, IbOT, not a twelvemonth 
after tlic return of the missionaries to Bt;thelsdor|>, by 
the pennission of the English goi ernmeut, the Doctor 
thns writes, in a letter addressed to the Directors of 
the London Missionary Society : — 

“ I think our etiemies have ifi view to accomplish 
their design, not by expelling us out of the colony, or 
by a formal prohibition of our missionary work, but by 
teasing, and gradually confining us more and more to 
a narrow sphere of activity, in ho|>c that, by repeatetl 
trials, we sliall Ixi wearied out, and dispostrd at Icilgth 
to aljandon our station, and leave them masters of the 
field.” 

Ibo following extract of a letter, daterl May 21 > 
1808, from Dr. Yanderkernp to the landdrost'of the 
dlMrid of llitenhage, may be taken as a s|)ecirnen of 
some of the grievances of which he complains in this* 
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The bearers, Danskeii Klaas and Hendrik Soldaat, 
complain bitterly that their wives an^ children are 
forcibly detained by their former master and mistress, 
FrtUis Greeff and Mrs. Suckling- ; and that, together 
with two other Hottentot women, they were, by order 
of the last, violently taken up and carried away from 
the public road. Such outrages call loudly to heaven 
for justice ! I hope, mid respectfully request, that it 
may please you to procure these four unhappy sufferers 
the enjoyment of that liberty, to wdiich by nature, and 
the laws of this country, they are entitled : and I 
doubt not that you will at once perceive the necessity 
of putting a stop to these and .similar excesses, whiidi, 
being left unpunished, daily increase in number and 
atroi'ity, and render this country iin execration to every 
stranger, in whom the least spark of humanity is not 
entirely extinguished.” 

The following letter is addressed to the Secretary, 
Captain Smith, in reply to a letter from the Lieut.« 
(iovernor, on the affairs of the institution. It is dated 
January, 1809 : — 

You express in your last letter his Excellency the 
lieutenant-governor’s ii ish, that 1 should for some time 
continue at IJethelsdorp to preserve the members of 
that institution iii their present peaceable and well dis- 
posed habits of life. 

“ However willing I may be to gratify (if it were in 
lU}' power) his Excellency in this res{)oct, it is not pro- 
bable that my .stay at this institution will be of long 
duration, being invited by tlie Mi-ssionaiy Society of 
London to other services. It is not, however, my in- 
tention to leave the institution till it shall be established 
upon a more solid and regular plan than it is at present. 
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and till I shall be enabled to ^ive over its direction to a 
missionary successor better qualilied tor the service than 
inyst'lf. The last }>oint is committed to tny care by the 
befoa‘-inention«i stKiety, but the first cannot be exe- 
euted by me without his Excellency’s eo-op(?rati(>n and 
favour; and, in acconianec with this view, 1 shall sub- 
mit the following' hints to his Excellency’s oonsideratioji. 

“ Tiie institution has Ix'cn crectetl upmi a most 
simple phwi, at the invit.itio!), and under tiie auspiix^s, 
(as you. Sir, inav recollect,) of GeiU'ral Dundas, who 
condescended to ;rive immediately tin.' orders necessary 
for its manas^ement, in relation to the |)eaee and tran- 
quillity of the coutitry, without the intervention of the 
landdrost. or the commandant ()f Fort Fiederick. 

Under tiie Q'ovemmcnt of General Janssens, it 
was gradually m<jre and mon' oppressed, and sub- 
jected. first, under the oider> of the otliair coramaad- 
ing at Algoa Hay, and aftemanls under the landdrost, 
which {troved a source of many complaints respecting 
the injuries under wiiu h our Hottentots groaned. 

“ At the nstoratiuii of the British government, we 
naturally exp« ted that the restritlions under which the 
institution was placetl would be removed, esjietyally 
as the chief inaLdsfrate, \ an Hyneveld, informed me 
that it was (ieiieral Baird’s wish that the institution 
should lie reinstated, upon the same footing as it had 
been originully, under the government of General 
IDundas. 

“ Notwithstanding this, the I^iinddrost Cuyler conti- 
nues to exercise an almost arbitrary power over the 
members of the institution, and has even taken step* 
to put me under the oniers of a Field*(kmi«t. By ® 
series of acts of injustice towards our Hottentots, of 
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\fluch I am reluctant to complain in detail, (but which 
have rendered my station in this place extremely dis- 
agreeable and disgusting to me,) he has alienated the 
allectioiis of our people, not only I'rom himself, bat from 
the government in general ; insomuch, that when the 
(jbligations they have to gov ernment, astht'ir [)rotectors, 
;U’e represented to tiiein, the eoimnon reply is — Thta/ 
are not the same English that tha/ were under General 
Gundas.' 

“ It is in the jxjvver of his Excellency to convince 
them, elfectiudly, that this concln>ion, from the conduct 
of otic individual, as to the dis|)ositi(jJis of the whole 
governnumt, is erroneoufj and false, and I doubt not of 
his Excellency’s being inclined to give* mie(piiv'ocai 
proofs to the contrary. In this persuasion, I shall Ijc 
so free as to add the following ol)servation,s. 

The institution ought to be placed under the im- 
mediate protection of the acting governor — the mis- 
sionary to receive the necessary orders immediately 
iVoiu his Excellency ; and the plans of ( o-operation, as 
far as they may atfect the: political stale of the colony, 
should be cuneerted between his Excellency and the 
missionary. 

“ It is, however, by no means my opinion that the 
institution should be entinsly indej>eudent of the land- 
drost’s authority. Being so distant from the seat of 
goveniment, it is necessary that, there should Ije a local 
magistrate to watch over the [)roceedings of the mis- 
sionaries, and their people, to prevent such steps being 
taken, as he may have i‘east)n to believe would be dis- 
approved by the governor, and whose autlu)rity is to 
be respected (as it always has been) both in civil and 
judieial matters ; and for this purpose explicit iit- 
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fractions should be given by iiis Excellency, and (xwn* 
Rtunicated by extract to the missiojiaries for ihek’ iu- 
fomiation. 

“ I shall not presume to suggest the necessary ar- 
ticles for our n^gulation, which must be left to the 
wisdom and discretion of his Excellency. I only beg 
that they luay Ixi calculatixl to preserve the mission- 
ai'ies, with their peojile, in tlie free and unmolested 
exercise of their rt'spoetive religious pris ileges ; that the 
members^ actually belonging to Hethelsd(»q), (about eight 
hundred, women and children included,) who are in the 
senice of the boors, may not be involved in war or 
commandoes against the natives ; that no boor may 
engage such a member in his service, by annual con- 
tract, exce{)t in presence and with consent of the inis- 
stonan ; that no Held-coriiet or ijidividual have any 
authority within the institution ; and tliat the inha- 
bitants of the colony be forbidden to olfor brandy or 
other intoxicating liquors for sale, or to distribute them 
among the people, without the permission of the mis- 
sionary. 

As the ground of Bethelsdoq) is entirely unlit for 
agrnxiUure, Governor Janssens authorizal mo to l<K>k 
out for a nrore coinenient s[)ot. In the mean time 
some {>eoplo suggested to him two tiirm places, which, 
ip their opinion, would ansv^er his Excellency’s inten- 
tions ; Ijot, u|>on examin.ation, those places were found 
periiicimis b) cattle. \Vc remonstrated against our 
iTemovai to a place lal>otiring nnder a more material 
dfefoct than Bethelsdorp itse lf. llK’se places are si- 
tuated in the district of Krcjmrae Kiver, By reiterated 
elmngiBs of government, ibis subjoet has been left on- 
detitoianed. in this place we have now lii^tired wore 
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than five years, under an extreme scarcity and dearth 
of the m<Kst necessary articles of food, bread, and vege- 
tables ; being moreover prevented from erecting the ne- 
cessary buildings of more durable materials than reeds 
and straw : for this reason I humbly request that it may 
please his Excellency to grant a tract of ground more 
adapted to the wants of the institution, and, if |)ossible, 
in the neighbourhood of Cafferland, that that nation 
alst) may enjoy the Ixmefit of religious instruction, and 
in this way become more civilized and tractable. But 
should, unexpectedly, his Excellency think it more ex- 
pedient that the institution be not rt'moved from the 
ground which it actually occupies, it is desirable that 
his Excellency may be pleased to signify explicitly this 
to he his Excellency’s resolution. 

While I am writing this, the landdrost (Major 
Cuvier) has ordered six Hottentots to be taken from 
each lield-conict’s district, to work at the drostdy ; 
and, considering tiie institution as a kind of extraordi- 
nar)' tield-cornetship by itstdf, ordered me, also, to com- 
mand six of our j)eople to that same work. Having 
obeyed, and executed the order, 1 have (but in \ ain) 
endeavoured to point out to the major, iji a friendly 
manner, the dissimilarity of the two cases. The Hot- 
tentots, who are in the service of the boors, being- 
paid, and their families provided for, by their masters, 
they lose nothing when they are employed elsewhere ; 
luit it is not so with our Hottentots, who, receiving 
no payment, must be subsisted, with their families, from 
their industiy. I3osides this, tliere actually exists no 
ntxessity nor reason to call away the members of the 
institution from their work, families, and means of 
instioction m will ajjpear, if we consider that the 



m 


BS8TR1CTION8 AND omfyAKCBS 


Dumber of HotteiitoCs belong-iug to the institution, 
ffliuce the year 1802, is 1207 (includiug women and 
childa^n) ; fn)m tiiese, if we deduct 300, who are now 
at Bc'thelsdorp, about 50, who are in military serviw, a 
few aho died or lately emigrated to Calfeiiand, &c., 
the remaining bOO will be ft*und in the service of the 
boors. May not this number bo estimated as sulUcient 
to alFord the necessiiry workmen, without employing 
the inhabitants of Ik'thelsdorp to work at the drostdy, 
without any pay / I leave this, with the fullest conli- 
dence, to the decision of his Excellency, in which 1 
shall readily acipiiesce. 

“There is another case, whidi compels me to have 
recourse to his Exi ellencv's sagacity. Tw'» brethren, 
Salmon and Piet Campher. both memlK'is of the in- 
stitution, went, with my jR'rnii.ssion, to visit their 
friends living at tiie place of Cltristian Kok ; iJicre 
the ticld-cornet, Van Koovt'ii, found them, and he 
commanded them to work at tlie dro.stdy, as if they 
had becfi hj the sc-rvice of the above-mentioned Kuk, 
and ladiniged to his licld e(tnietsliip. 

“ Having relerrc'd the case to the landdntst, and 
showm, from the register of the institution, that the 
report Van llooven rnade wa.s falst; ; tliat they had 
never l)een in the service of Kok, lint luul been regu- 
larly dismissed by their former masters, P. van Stoll, 
jun., Ree<l \ ermaak, and Sana Pulgietcr ; and that 
they had entered the institution the Tth of March ; it 
pleased the lauddrost (notwithstanding tins, my soiema 
detdaration) to disallow the trutii, in order to confina 
the proceedings of the tiel d -cornet ; and he condemned 
them both to work at the drostdy, along with the s>i* 
mentioned before. Upon this, ojie of them fled iuto 
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Caffcrland, whither many more, not belonging- to the 
institution, are also gone, disgusted by the treatment 
which they have received in this district. The con- 
f^tsjuena's of these emigrations Major Cnyler may, per- 
haps, not be aware of, but they cannot escape your 
penetration, as yon have bwn witness of the calami- 
ties originating from them, during the government of 
Genei-al Dundas. The other brother ( Salmon) is still 
here, relying upon his excellency’s protection against 
this glaring injustice.” 
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CHAPTER VH. 

Comaiissioner Collins visits Bethelwiorj) — Dr. Viinderkemp^s Con- 
tests wiili Uie L{x;ul Autiioriiics.— Ills Deuth and Character, 

r.s 1800, Licuteiiiuit-Coloiiel Collins was appointed to 
visit tlie frontier districts of the colony, as his. Majesty’s 
Conimissiouer. I have Ixvn fortunate enoug-h to pro- 
cure copies of this geuthunan’s reports, nmde tx) the 
c-olonial goi, ernmeut, and have extracted from them the 
following details. 

Shortly after the arrival of the Commissioner at 
Uitcnbage, he paid a visit to Ilethelsdorj), on the 7tli 
April, in company with Major Cuyler, Mr. Stocken- 
stroin, the landdrost of Graalf-Reinet, and Mr. A. 
Stockenstroni, who ha.s since succeeded his hither, as 
the (diief magistrate of that district. On this occasion, 
after some general remarLs, in which lie announced 
the object of his v i.sit to the .station, the pow’er with 
which he w<is invested, the instructions he had received 
from his Excelleni y the governor, to converse freely 
with Dr. Vanderkerap on the state of the mission, 
and to as.sure him of his Excellency’s best wi.shes for 
the prosperity of his lalKiui's, he drew from his jXK'ket 
a paper, containing a number of (juestions, which had 
been written to assist his memory. The following is a 
specimen of the questions and replies; — 

Among other questions in the paper which he held 
in bis Itaiid, he a.sked the Doctor^ “ Will you, Sir, agree 
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to send over to Uitenhage, Hottentots whose services 
may be required by the ma<ristrate, Major Cuyler?” 
To this Vanderkemp directly replied in the negative. 
Bfc'iiig requested to state' the grounds on which he 
rested ins objections, he remarked, that to apprehend 
men as prisoners, and force them to labour in the 
manner proposed, was no part of his duty.” To a 
question, ‘‘ whether he did not consider it his duty to 
compel the Hottentots to labour,” he replied, “ No, 
Sir; the Hottentots are recognized to be a free people, 
and the colonists have no more right to force them to 
labour in the way you jiropose, than you have to 
sell them as slaves.” Being asked why he would not 
obey the order of the laiuklrost, in calling in the Hot- 
tentots who w^'re among the fanners, when they w'ere 
required by the landdrost ; “ Because, Sir,” said he, 

that is the duty of the landdrost himself, and he is 
paid for it.” Being asked, if he would agree to prohibit 
the Caffers from visiting his institution ; and whether he 
would send sue h as might resort to him under the pre- 
text of coming to seek instruction, as prisoners to 
Uitenhage ; he replied, Sir, my commission is to 
preach the gospel to every creature, and I w ill preach 
the gospel to every one who chooses to hear me. God 
has sent me, not to put chains upon the legs of Hot- 
tentots and Catfers, but to preach liberty to the cap- 
tives, and the opening of the prison doors to tliem 
diet are bound.” 

These propo-sids having been previously pressed 
upon Vanderkemp by Major Cuyler, he knew at once 
with whom they originated ; and the landdrost did not 
escape without repi?^ for the attempt to force npbii 
Idto, through the medium of the commissioner, what he 
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bad so often before resisted, ^ffhen they came imme- 
diately from himself. 

Dr. Vanderkemp, not having' i-eceived any arjswer to 
his letter of January , addressed to the governor, pre- 
sented, on this occasion, a brief memorial to the com- 
missioner, calling his attention to the points contained 
in tlmt letter ; praying at the same time, that the case 
of tlie poor opprtsised lluttent(»ts might be pressed 
ti|K)u the wnsideration of hi.s Exiellency, and their nu- 
merous tiunjjliiints and grievanees examined ; and that 
the defects in the administratitm of justice under whi(!h 
tiiey were sinking a nation, might be fully remedied. 
In reply U> the representation of the Doctor, the coin- 
inksioner .stated, that lu' would endeavour to prwure 
an answer to the several jMjiints contained in his me- 
morial as soon as possible. Among the topics dis- 
cu.ssed in this coiiAersation, the projvosal of a mission 
to Madagascar was one ; and it is shited in a letter of 
Mr. Head’s, in the Missionary Transactions, that the 
cominishioner wa.s very zealous otj this occa.sion in ad- 
vtKating the cause of the Madagascar mission ; and ho 
at the same time exjiresscd his assurance that D)rd 
Caledon w<?uld give everv encouragement and a.ssisf- 
ance to such an undertaking. 

Colonel Collins .states, in his rt'port to govern mettt, 
(without .su[)posing, I presume, that the statement would 
"ever la? seen by a missii)narv,) that be did all in his 
power to (lissua<!e V atuierkemp from thinking of renew- 
ing thetJaffer rai.s.sioit, by endeavouring to imprests upon 
his mind the im|ioi1aiue of a mission to Madagascar. 
He acknowledges, at the same time, that his motive’ 
terdissnuding the Do(;tor from theCatter mission, 
for pressing upon him the Madagascar mi8sion> was 
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not from any regard to Madagascar, nor from any in- 
terest he took in such an enterprise ; but merely to get 
rid of Dr. Vanderkemp’s application to be allowed to 
re-cominence a mission in (Jafferland. 

In the report, Colonel Collins also recommends to 
the government to alK)lish the institution of Dethels- 
doq), on the following grounds : that Dr. Vander- 
kemp’s labours had not been successful, the Doctor 
having acknowledged to him that he liad not baptized 
more than sixty-seven individuals ; that the Doctor had 
admitted to him, that the institution was not designed 
for th(' tx'nefit of the colony, hut exclusively for the 
benetit of the Ibdtentots : and, that the people might 
be serviceable to the farmers. 

Dr. Vanderkenip estimated tiie importan<*e of his 
success by Uftother standard tiian that emjdoyed 
Colonel ( 'ollins : and his ol)vioiis meaning, in speak- 
ing oi’ this great object of his laliruirs, appears to have 
bfH'ii strangelv misappreheiuled bv the commissioner. 
When the Doctor sjxiko of the institution’s being for 
the benefit of the 1 lottentot^;, and not for that of the 
colonists, his expressi(»n was. “ that the colonists had 
no direct interest in it ; ’ and it is somewhat s)irj)rizing 
timt liis Majesty’s (oniinissioner could not compivhend 
law the civilization ami moral improvement of the 
Moftentots might indinrth/ redound to the adva?itage 
of the eolonv in general. 

A proclamation, in relation t(t the Hottentots, was 
pahlished bv Lord Caledon short Iv after the visit of 
Colonel Collins to Betladsdorp, with the most benevo- 
lent intentions cai the partof hislordsliip; but the pro- 
vision.s of this enactment were so fnnned by those by 
whom it was constructed, that what his lordship in- 



f6t thd relief 6f tlte' b^pi^ssed Hottbnfdtli, was 
|)febtlcanj' bni|i]oyeid the local aufhdrifies of the 
edoiitry (Tisfricfe to increase their burden^. ’Bbt as 
this ifnportant subject demaiicls a much fuller dlfeus- 
sfon than would be suitable in this plat^, it be 
explained and illustrated in a future chapter. Ihid'^eal, 
crourage, and abilities of Vanderkemp were all e»n|iloye(l 
in the good cause he had undertaken. But prOjUises 
which wert^ never fulfilled, and proclamations Which 
made things worse, were the only fruits of his lalwinrs. 
A feW extnicts of his cotTCspondence with Major Cilylcr 
wiB aflctrd further illustration on this subject. 

Ida letter nddressc^d to this magistrate, dated 3(?th 
July, 1810, lie thus writes : I think it superfluous to 
inftirm you of the conduct of Lucas Van Rwiyen tn- 
Wirds the child of Bretagne, and its distressed fiither, 
as the hrst has himself explained to you the particu- 
lars of this barbarous outrage, which must filL every 
sensible heart with horn^r and indignation. 

“ But as Brcdagne yesterday left you with the suppo- 
sition that you were not disposc'd to do what justice 
demands — to restore him his child, (which certainly 
must be a mistake,) and consiiitc'd me about the best 
method to obtain justice and protection against such 
brutal disturbers of flie public tranquillity, 1 advised 
him to return to you in order to understand better 
your meaning, uhich I <lcnibt not wiil lie calculated 
to secure the children Ijclonging to the institution from 
being stolen from the highways of your district by cha- 
meters who, in any country where justice is admi- 
instered, should not escajie the gallows." 

llie next letter is dated Bethelsdorp, th6 0th No- 
vember, 1810: — 
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The conduct of the field-cornet, Isaak van Nieuw- 
hcik is so outrageous, iu violating lus Ex(?cHenc;y’s 
proclannitioii respecting the Hottentots in the service 
of the boors, thui. 1 find it my indispensable duty to 
complain ol it to you, before it be brought to the cog- 
nizance of his Excellency, as an instance of the op- 
pression which takes place in this district, dlie field- 
cornet not only forces Hottentots, who have served 
out their time, to continue in service, or to choose (as 
he calls it) a new master, but, abusing your name, tells 
them that it is your order not to pass the Chamtoos 
river before tlicy have engaged tliemsclves to another 
boor. I iiave direelcd the hearers, being Instances 
aud Avitnesses of these jiroeeedings, to give you more 
explicit iiifunnatiou of them. ” 

Another letter, directed to the same individual h|f 
Dr. Vauderkonip, aud from the same place, is dated 
28th November, 1810 : — 

“ 1 believe that you yourself are aware, that these 
outrages cannot ho sufi’ered to go on in this manner. 

1 hope and pray most earnestly, that the poor siiflerers, 
mentioned to you by the hearer Duatsrnan, may be 
liberated from their tyrants, and indenmitied according 
to his Excellency’s order; that, in particular, the Hot- 
teiitots in the district on the right side of the Chamtoos 
river, may be secured against the lies and op])ressi<in of 
♦he iield-ccrnet, by inroriuiiig them r>f his Excellency's 
order, by which their lil)erty is iisserlcd ; and, lastly, 
♦hat Nieuwkork may he ordered to semd the abu\ e-men- 
♦ioaed Hottentot, with his cattle, to Bi'thelsdorp.” 

Ihe last of these extracts is frmu a letter, dated 
llethelsdorp, .January 4, 1811. 

“ The bearer, Wiuvogel Stuunnan, (who is to ap- 

V"'. t. K 
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pea? before the matrimonial corftmission, to have his 
marriage registered,) intbrnied me that the lidd-eorfiet, 
L van NieuvYkerk, notwithstanding your last proceed- 
ings agidnst him, continued to foree Hottentots, who 
have sened out their time, to remain in his crtmetShip, 
and in (he serviw oi the boors; that he himself has been 
present when Nienwkerk eveo isetl tins eompulsioji, in 
resjiect to klaas Afrikaaner, whii h is sotuetimes ac- 
eompanied bv a most barbarous treatment, as a Hot- 
tentot woman, now in the seiaicc of Mrs. Machtitld 
Pofgieter, lately experienced, tlu' partic ulars ofw'hich 
(and also «if two Hottentots in x'rviee of Jan Mt?yc‘r) 
the tea re r will point out more fully to you. If, unfor- 
tunately. the measures, whieh I expt'cl you will take in 
this ease, should [)io\o inetfeetnal to put an irmnediate 
to the outragt's of (Itis villain, and the extorted fxni- 
traets shall iK»t be reseiuded. nor llu' injured indemniiieii; 
I hope von w ill luit disapprove niy represcmting to bisRx- 
cel!ene\ the governor, how seamlaionsly, in your cii.strict, 
justiw is trampled under foot ley the vilest ehafheters, 
and his Rxeellenev’s proclamation treated with con- 
tempt ; but, as such a remonstrance would unavoidably 
place vcmr own eonduet in an unfavourable light. 1 
shoiiki te extremely sorry to fa.' bremght under tliis 
painful necessity. ' 

From the eoiumenc cunc rit of the evils of which Van- 
derkenip eomjilains, he appc'ars to leave laboured under 
a misapprehension, vcliic h may account for the tempc’f 
those* letters disjday. Ib> c-vicientlv bc'liev^ that the 
oppn;ssions of the Hottentots originated w holly witli 
Major Cuvier, aufl he; did not {H‘rc.eiv<' that it liad, hv 
this time, become; a part of the c olonial system. 

After the removal of (ieiieral Dundas from the Cap*-’ 
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frf’Good Hope, under wl»oHe enli^en^ anspiee?? Dr. 

bc'jjan his missionary exertions at Algoa 
Bay, tf>e history of his labours is flatt of one continued 
struggle to protect the jx'ople and the missionary in- 
stitiition of Bethelsdoi j) against the metisurcs of the 
loml autliorities of the district of l^itenhage. During 
this arduous struggle, of which his correspondenee 
ndbrds sutiicieut evidence, he did not complain in pri* 
Vate only — he presented his grievances Iwifore the colo- 
nial government; and the follouiiig extract, copied 
from a letter written only a few months l^efore his 
death, will show how litth* he gained by his exertions 
“ 1 would gt> anywhere,” he exclaims, “ to escape 
from my ]>n'sent situation: I cannot remain much 
longer at Betln'lsdorp ; my spirits are liroken, and I 
am bowed down by the landdrost Cuvier’s eontinttal 
ojrpwssions of the Holteiil(d.s.” 

About this tijiie a letter from Mr. Read to the Di- 
rectors, eomj)liUning of crurdtics committed by the 
Chrisfians (so (alliai) upon the Hottentots, in the 
neighbonrliood of Hetludsdorp, aifraeted the notice of 
the (htvernor, who ordered the landdrost Cuvier to 
summon Mr. Reatl betore lii?n, and to iinestigate the 
source of those complaints. Mr. Read readily obeyed 
ilie summons, and laid before bitu several eases of 
(-ruelty and of miirder. Mr. Read also wrote to the 
Covru'nor, expressing Ids willingne.ss to lay the facts 
b d'ore his Kxeelloaey. The (.iiovernor accordingly 
i'(’<juested both Mr. Read and Hr. Vanderkeinp to ap- 
])ear befiue him at Cape I’lrwii. They immediately 
oii(>yed th(‘ summons ; and {)roduced such evidence bf 
intolerable oppjx?ssions us satisfied him that a strict iit- 
vestigation ought to take place. A special commission 

K2 
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wj^.appoiutt'cl by |jjc Karl of CaUxlon, for the ai>ove 
purposes bat, before the iiivt'sfii>ation could take place, 
l)ia-‘t‘)r \ aiulerkeiHp was called to wake his appearance 
before another tribvuial. . , 

The scdcinn tiwe hud arrived, when this distiaguiished 
uuiividual was to be released Ifow his labours> and 
called «[) to the joy of his laud. On the wornuig of 
Saturday, l)e( . Tth, bsl I, ho expounded a chapter with 
much freedtan ; after which, tinding himself indisposed, 
he said to a veiu'rable mother in Israel, who had htr- 
merlj resided at the settlement in Belhelsdorp, “Oh! 
Mrs. Smith, I find myself extremely weak; I should he 
glad to lia\e an oppurtnnil\ to stnlle my own af 
fairs.” But, alas ! this oj)portimity was tiot afforded. 
Me was s<*i/,ed tlie same evetiine' with a eold shiver- 
ing ; a fever ensued, and he retired to his bed. Kroin 
tliat Ix'd he ttwc im more. Ills disorder rapidly ad- 
vanced, iK^tw ithslauding the iise of snilaljle means ; and 
his snrroundiiig IVietitls eoiild itot bnt entertain the most 
painlnl forelctdiiigs of the fatal result. It might have 
been bopeil that a man who had devoted so many years 
of active life to the ser\i<'e of his Lord, and whose lips 
hat! fed such multitudes with spiritual knowledge, would 
have been enabled to instruct and strciigtlicn his alllictcd 
friends with hi.s dying (cstimoiiv to the truth and excel- 
lency of that lady gospel, to promote which he hail made 
such uncommon sacriliccs. But so great was the vio- 
lence of ins disorder, that he was rimdered almost inca- 
pable of speaking ; a lethargic heaviness su{)[)rcssed his 
powers, and it was wilh great dilfu ulty lie could he 
prevailed upon even to answer a (piestion. When one of 
the friends, however, who called upon hiiit a day or two 
before his decease, asked him, What wiis the state ol 
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Ills ttiind?— liis slriirf, blit pmjShiii^r- and shtisfAPtory 
iin!>w('i’ was All is well.” And in reply to a similar 
inqniry Is it lii^ht or dark with yon ?” he said 
“ Light !” Lig’hl, in the bi'st sense, it doubtless was. 
'Hie lig'lit of his llcdcctner’s conritenance illuminated 
the darksome valley of the shadow of de;\th, the har- 
liiiigcr of that brighter light \vhi(;h is sown for the 
righteous, ^ — that gladness which awaits the upright hi 
heart. 

Ihe history of Dr. Vandeikemp is so interwoven 
with tlie history of oiir missionary en'orts in South 
Africa, that 1 ■^liall be excused if i extend this chapter 
a little further hy a few additional remarks upon his 
character. 

Dr. Vaiuh'rkemp was certainly one of the most ex- 
traordinaiw eliaracters of his age ; lii'^ natural talents 
were of a high order, and in him Ihev were united 
with intellectual and moral (jualitics, which fitted him 
fill' great ('xi'rtious. Among s( holars he maintained 
an emineid rank : Ik' could read and write in sixteen 
ditVen'iit languages ; the Latin was as familiar to him as 
l)is own vernacular tongiii' ; flii' critiei'ins he has left 
heliind him on tlietirof'k and 1 lebrew text of the Scrip- 
tures, written in (Jreek and Hebrew, showed that he 
had excelled in sacri'd liferatnn'; he had also aecpii red 
considerable skill in Armenian, Arabic, Persic, and 
Syriac. Among his books, I found a ('opy of Hayle’s 
dictionary, with tbc' margins covcixal with notes written 
in Freneli, w hich showed great meJaphvsical acuteness ; 
and several works in thetilerman language, nith notes 
in (ierman. Even when he was between tiff} and sixty 
years of age, his talents for acqnii iiig languages enablM 
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liirrt to master the first prineiphs of any lanjofua^e, to 
which he apjilied his mind, in the csnirsi' of three or 
four months. During the few months he was iii CafFer* 
land, lie drew up a roiiuh skideh of a ‘ifi'annnar of the 
CafTer lan^uaire, and formed a voeabnlary of about eight 
hundred wtnds. 

His attainmcMits in sciemee ui'rc erjiial to bis nequire- 
mcnis in literature. Stieli was his skill in matiie,- 
maties. (bat he \va^ regarded, when in the army, as a 
man iikelv to inijxove (In' art of forfilieation, and llu' 
militarv taetii s of his country, 'the proficieney he had 
made in medicine, and his reptitation as a physiinan in 
Holland, have b(vn already notici'd ; and his know- 
ledcfc of ehemistrv, mitural hisloiy, etnnparalive atia- 
toiiiv, and bofanv, w ould lia\ (' enabh'd him to have (hine 
honour to a [nofossorsliip in anv one <if tlmse sciences, 
in any of the nnivm'sities of Ihiropi', 

In contemplatiiio- <!»' situatit'ii i»f \ anderkemf), as a 
mi.ssioiiarv in AiViea, we an' jn>ti!ied in adoptinig the 
words of Profev'-or Knnn, in a prelate written by that 
g’Cntlemaii. to one of tlu' doctor’s thi'ologh-a! work.s, 
ptiblishml in (Germany : — “ Mow powcrtul nni.st have 
been the iuii\lcli<‘n of Mr. Vaiidetki'mp’s mind oi 
the truth and divine origin of ih(' ihsetrines of the 
bible ; how deeply must snt h a mind ha\ts been pene- 
trated with the most cordial love to the cairsi' of our 
blessed Redeemer ! ’’ 

However wc* may dilTer from him in some (*f his 
opinions; whatever notion we may form of some nt 
bb pcdiliarities, now “ that di'atli lues set his seal 
uj)on hi.s character, and placed it la-yond the read' nl 
fortune,” it will be admitted by every one whose mind 
has Iwcn elevated by an eitlarged benevolence, that 
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such a sacrifice of personal comfoi-t, sucii a consecration 
of Uleiits, of literature^ and of scieiit;e, as is exhibited 
in tlie example btdore us, in mi attempt to evaugelixe, 
to civilize, and to elevate one of the most oppressed 
and degraded classes of human beings, furnishes one 
of the most sublime sjieetaeles upon eaiili. 

It may be remarked by some, that Africa was not a 
sj)here sutlicicntly (■xteiisive for such great and varied 
attainments : but when we consider how much tlu; abo- 
rigines of that country wanted, at that time, a protector ; 
and rellcel upon the courage, the zeal, the incorruptible 
integrity, and the weight of < liarai.ter attached to Dr. 
Vanderkeniji, we must admire the wisdom of Provi- 
dence in directing his altenlion to this sphere of ai lion, 
lie is entitled to the jnaise of pure disinterestedness, a 
ijuality of great iinjiurtaiice in a missionary. To the 
missionaries who \M're his fellow labourers, he was a 
fatlier and an adviser. Ilis history in .Africa furnishes 
siilticieiit proofs of liis zeal and his (levoicdness to the 
great objeels of his mission ; but it is to his exer- 
tions in the cause of the oppressed aborigines that we 
are to look for the grainK'ur of his charaetcr, and the 
most etlicient part of his services*. 

Others may ha\ c been more successful than even 
Vanderkemp in couveving the elementary parts of 
instruction to the savages under their care ; and it was 
less matter of surjirise to find film oecasionally in- 

* A gcntlomnn well acqimiiiU'il «it!i tla- circtmistuucos of Dr. 

^ iiiKlci'Koinp, ill ;t k'tU'r aildri'ssed lo tlu' itev. (i. Binder, secre- 
Ciry (o itie Loinlim ISIissionary Society, dated the 3!st ofMay, tS26, 
"ses the lollmviiijr exjuesviou-f : — “ You well reeoliecl (lie stnig'gie.s 
that the late Dr. V'auderkeni]) liad for llie poor llolteiiiots ; he thed 
hi the buttle, wheu !tt Cape 'i'owu, to rejiie.sciii tiicir bulluings.” 
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li«8 wUitl wi(h the aljstrust) studies, to Mfbich 
Ijie^d WeivfuniHurly cut ivstoinud, than to oteerye him, 
go fretjnenUv as ho was to be seen, with the alphabet 
hi his Jtaiid, tgaahitjg- the savages their letteos ; hut 
Jionie of the niissionai ies, wlio were in Africa at tliat 
time, lyiio siip{H)setl lie paid too iniieh atteatiou to hi.s 
stadies and lu> b(X»ks, have since admitted that it was 
owing to bis jiersevering and vigorous etlbrls, Uiat they 
had been allowed to continue their labours, and tliai 
nnoiitigateil slavery is not now the law of the land. 

in a countrv where slavery oblains, the mind 
canyaot remain long- in a state of neutrality. By a 
nesulents? in such a eoniilrv, a .slranger frian Kurope 
will either Jiave his aversion to the slave system in- 
creased, t>r that aicrsion will gTadnally subside, and 
his .sympathies for the .slave will at last, be exelianged, 
jverbaps imfiereeptildy to himself, fn* the vievv.s and 
feelings of the master, 'i his assiinilalioa to the fwl- 
ings of theslftve-ludder, is a pr<.)eessvvlii< h is often com- 
|)leted, l)cfore the person, muler the deteriorating iidlti- 
enoe by which it is earried on, is aware of the change. 
Mon, without a high degree of relig’iou.s and moral 
principle, may 1«? liroiigbt by habit and familiarity to 
tolerate any thing. “ VV hen pains, jtunisinnents, tor- 
ture, and death are made the business of mankind, 
compassion, the joint a.s.sociatc id' the heart, i.s driven 
from its jikace, and the eye, acctislomed to continual 
crueltv, can behold it without oll'cnee. ’’ If tliese re- 
marks give a correct view of the efl'eet of a familiarity 
with the natural evils of slavery, they are still more 
applicable to the influence of tlu‘ habitual view of ib 
demoralizing tendency — Uie most objectionable, revolt- 
ing, and yet infectious part of thesy.stem. 



; iWtv are ti(>t ftcquaitited with ih^'abstFAc^ 
tiUHWi ixy Dr. VatKierkcnip far this pre‘v^^^ tb 

his aitivnt in South Africa, but the features uhder wliich 
tl»e subject Avas })i'csontod to bini when he became a 
rniSsieuary, prwiuced an efl'ect upon his mind which 
g’ave lise to one of the most otjjectionable actions of 
hiswhote life, and which ^ve currency to calumnies 
circnhitwl against him hv his enemies, which othemise 
would have never grained credit beyond the circle in 
which they had originated. During' the first years of 
his residence in Soutli Africa, he redeemed, out of his 
own ])rivate propertv, seven slui es ; and one of these 
he married,— from a sympathv, 1 firmly believe, with 
the degraded condition of that class of people, and from 
a mistaken notion that lie would, tiy tliat means, elevate 
them. His heiuwolence in this instance is more to be 
afimired than liis knowledge (tf human nature, and he 
lived to see and n'gnU his mistake. 

And hei'e I mav rmuark, tiiat from the flexibility of 
the. human iniftd, easily to a<'ci>mniodate itself to its 
cirenmstances, arisc.s one of the greatest dang-ers mis- 
sionaries have to encounter among' mu ivilized tribes ; 
and they require all the aid b) be deriicd from tho 
s()ciety of cultivated females to |)rcscrve unbroken the 
habits formerly acquired in the iutercoui'se of civilized 
life*. 


* T hn\c Wi ll Inrornictl by KOin6 missionaries, (hat, after haTiDg* 
resuk'd years anu)n(T savai»'e tribes, they tbuiui on their returu 

to the eDluiiy of the ('af’e of (rootl Hope, the elitjuetle oi society 
a burden to llu io, that (hey frequently found it a relief to steal 
from aoDpany, thai tlie\ nii^ht resigai themselves to the freedom 
to whieli they were accustomed atnoiip: the natives, who had ac> 
comiianicd them, wlm littcndM their ; 
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Dr. Vaiukirkeinp Imd ftuiUs. : liis iniiid was not oast 
in the common monld ; but “ tht’ front of bis oifendiug” 
in the eyes of the (;oloiiisl.H was, liis hatnal of oppro-s- 
sion, ami bis uncompromising' /.eal fur the cause ot tiie 
Ofipressetb fhu for this, every thing else would have 
Iwen easily forgiven ; and be would have been as uiueh 
tbt* object of udmiration among' tlie abettors of oppres- 
sion as be was ibo subjeci of tlieir aver^ion ujkI hatred. 

1 fad no ditliculty in apjdying' to this remarkjiblc 
individual the eharacter of a true missionary, as deli- 
neatetl by the late Hi>!iop Hurd, in his seriiuiii before 
the Soei<dy for the J^roj)agatioii oi the (dospel in Fd- 
reign l\trt.s. 

" The ditliculties, the dang'ers, the distresses of all 
sorts, which imist lie ciuouiitercd by the ( liristiaii mis- 
sionary, reijuirea mor(' than ordinary degree; of virtue, 
and will lxMti\ly ,su.stained by him wlium a fervent love 
of { 'lifist, and th(‘ ijuit bening graces of his .spirit have 
anointed, as it were, and c(»nsecrated him to this ardu- 
ous service. 'Hien tl is tliat we ba\e seen the iaitliful 
mini.sler of the word go forth with the zeal of an 
ajMcstle, and the constancy of a martyr. W e have seen 
him fots-ake ease and atlhience, a competeaev, at i(*asl, 
and the ordinarv comforts of society ; and with the 
guspci in his liand, and his Sav iour in his heart, make 
his wav tlirongli laiiiiiiig deserts and tin* howling wil- 
derness, leaving th(' rage t)f eiimates, and all the in- 
conveniences (»f haig ami j)eriloiis voyag('s ; snbmifting 
to the drudgery of learning baiharons languages, and 
to the di'-^gust of C(U!ij)lyiiig with liarbarous manneis: 
watching the dark sus[ticio(!s, and exposed to the ca- 
priciou.s fury of savagt s; c.ourtiiig their ofl'en.sive s(e 
eiety, adopting thwr loathsome cuspams, and assiaii- 
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lating" bis very nature almost to tbeii’S ; in a word^ en- 
during’ all things, and becoming all thuigs towards 
them, in the patient hopt; of tinding a way to their 
(>-ood opinion ; and of succeeding linafly in his un- 
wearied endeavours to make the word of life and sal^ 
vation not unaeeeptablo to them. 

“ 1 (.‘onfe.ss, when I retied on all these things, I 
humble myself before such lieroic virtue ; or rather, I 
adore the grate td' God in Chi'isl Jesus, which is able 
to produce stuh examples of it in our degenerate 
world.’ 

I)i. Vandcikcmp’s mind was truly independent in 
ail its movements, i hr might oct a,sionally as.sunie too 
higii ground, when called upon to vindicate the Ilot- 
leiituts : hi.s letters to the governor, and other eonsti- 
tuted authorities of the colunv, migld have too much 
shai’iniess in them ; hut it mav be urged iu his defence 
that his j)rovu( ations wtue great ; that this very fault 
arose from hi.s instiiidixe ahhorience of injustice and 
oppression ; and that while the warmth of his Ixuievo- 
lent zeal occasionalh iiuoived iiim in troidJe, it has 
had the haj)piest iiitlueixe iu pr<»tecting the Hottentots 
against nuieli sullering, wliiih (lit'v must have other'* 
wise endured, and has laid the liamdatiou of tliosc civil 
litrerties wliieii it is to I'C hoped will be speedily 
secured tu them. 

.Ser\ ant (.‘i' ( 4()cl, uoli done; well hai-t tought 
'riit' IteUcr iigiilt ^^}lO biug'U* hasl inainl.tincd, 

..\gainsl iTNolled the cau.-o 

or Tmlh, in word mightier than tliey in arn)< ; 

Am! tor tlie te^imnny oftniih havt home 
Universal reproach, far worse to Ik ar 
Tiuui violence ; I’or Ihi.s was all iliy cam, 

To. htaud appruN’d in sight til (oni, though worhU 
JudgVl thee perverse/’ — Ma, rt>N. 
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I FbaU anidtKki this dif^ressioq, if it may be sJo called, 
by an oljseiaiition arising naturally out oi‘ the view just 
given of Dr. Vaiuh'rkera[)’s cliaracter. 

While tlie direttors of our Missionary Societies should 
not be wholly iuditrerent. to the opinion of tiie world, 
ill resjKjct to onr inissionarit's, there are circunisbinces 
under which they should be larefu! bow they roiieive 
anything prejudicial to lludr rejaitatiou, even throagli 
the inetliuin of their pn)fessed friends. This remark 
is partktilarly ajipluable where their missioimries or 
agents are men of emiiumt abilifii's, and where their 
cireurastarnes n*(]uire a deiiation lr(.ini the humble roti- 
tiiie of ordinary life. Like persons standing on an 
elevated ground, we easily comprehend the situation of 
those who art'- beneath us, while ne tiud it impossible 
to form any suitable conc('j>tion of the situation of those 
who an; [daeed in more elevated siluutioiis. riio con- 
versations, the tixuiendizations. the plaii.s superior 
men are unintelligible to little iniuds : and nothing is 
more usual with ns in eomnion life than toteiisuro what 
W'e do not imderstaiul. 

On the arrival of the deputation of the London Mis- 
sionary Society, iii South .Africa, of which 1 w.is a 
member, the elainoiir agaio.^t Dr. VaiKk'rkemi) w;i'. 
so loiul, and so universal, -the stories eircululcd 
respecting hun, to the prejudiie of his chanKt('r. 
were so nnnierons, so minute in their details, and ap- 
peared to he >0 well anihenticated, that 1 was alwvc 
eighteen months in tlie eolonv before the unfavourabl'' 
in)pression maik? upon rny own juind was reinovt'd. 
I'he mi.'^sionaries, to whom I was introduced on ni}' 
first arrival in the eoiony, were not personally a(> 
(piainted with him ; and they had listened to the re- 
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porl:« and imbibed the prejudices ofdiis erieiwiesi One 
or two vvcdbmeuiung- individuals, whom I afterwards* 
rnet, who luid some slij^lit act^uaintance "With him, 
tliougld him a g-ood man, and vindicated him a^alhst 
Ihc calumnies circulatc'd against him, but they could 
not sympathise with him in his zeal for the rights (rf 
the Hottentots. ' ; ■ 

The missionaries arc tlie only real protectors the 
Hottentots have in South Africa. At the missionary 
stations the Hottentots are tn'atcd like ratiotial Ix^ing'S, 
and 1 here they are taught the value of their la!x>ur ; 
and these circunishiuccs are crimes as unjrardouabie in 
the eves of their oppressors, as oj)|)osition in parliament 
to tlie euntiuuance of .slavery is, in the eyes of the 
W est India j)lanters, and its otliei* abettors. The pro- 
prietors, in our sugar islands, are not more alarmed by' 
any plan proj)osed for the abolition of slavery, than the 
inhabitants of the colony of the Ca{)e of (iood Hope 
arc by a)iy exertions to irnjjrove the character of the 
Hottentots, and to raise them alxne their present de- 
gradation, so as to ])la(;e them in circumstances where 
they might acquire property, and become indepetident. 
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Remarks on tiu' Colonial Proclnmation of 1809.*^ 

To explain the fiatnrc ( if the stnisirle which Dr. Vun- 
derkeni{) aiu! siRH't'dinii- ini'^vionaties have had to 
maintain in South Africa, in their attempts to intru- 
diice religion and rivilization aiiKine- the native tnhes, 
and to set in a clear point of view the olv-tacles thrown 
in their wav, not onlv In flic local authorities, hut hv the 
Government itself, I sliall, in this and (he snhsefjitt'iit 
chapter, otfer some remarks uti tin' laws respect in«' the 
Hottentots, whic h haw served to pc'rjietnate and screou 
everv kind of ahuse ; and 1 shall ix'irin with (he pro- 
clamation of which has hec'ii most erroneouslv 

stvled the “ Manila ( 'harfa of the Hottentots.” 

“ Genera! reasouino-s,” savs ojie of the tnost aento 
writers f of the last ccuturv, ” seem intricate merelv he- 
eanse thev are tjenera! : nor is it easv for the hulk of 
mankind to di'ti[iLrni"-!i. in a o-reat inimhcr of paiticii- 
lat's, that coinmoH * irrumstanco iu which tiicv all aen'i', 
or to extract it, pure and unmivf d, from tlie other 
Siiperiluous rircunist.iurc-., K\cr\ jiido-tuent or con- 
chisioii, with titem, is pailiciiiar. 'I’hev cannot enlarge' 
their view to those o-oik'imI {)ropf>-.;ifio!is wlticli coinpre' 
hen<l under them an inlinite nnrnher of partieuhtr^t, tnid 
ittclnde a wl)ole scicfice in a sinirh' tln'orcin. 'nieireye 
is confounded with such an extensiAc [jrospeef ; tnid 

For fhi« proclainalfOiG f*C‘c ArricNuix. f 
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the conclusions derived from it, even though clearly 
expressed, seem intricate and obscure.” 

These rc'umrks have been suggested to my memory 
oftener than once, on reading the [)raises bestowed by 
an intelligemt writer on the pnxlamation of lisO!) re- 
s[)ecting the rights and privilege^ of tlie Hottentots. 
All indbidual not well acijuainted with the interior 
of the colony of thi* (Japi* of (iood Hope, would 
re()uire great perspicacity indeed to b(‘ able to delect 
die lurking mischief wliieh exists in this proclama- 
tion, under the ambiguous phrases by uhich it i.s con- 
cealed. 

I shall begin my strictures on the proclamatiuii by 
gi\mg a brief abstract of its (oiitents in the following 
points; — It enacts that the indii idiials of the Hottentot 
nation, in the vmnr mannu' as the other inliabitants of 
the eoloiiy, shall be subject to proper regularity in 
n^gard to tla-ir places <if abode and occupation ; — that 
no Hottentot shall be allowed to hnne the district or 
tield-cornet( \ in whi< h he resides without the consent of 
the landd lost ; — that e\ei'y peis,)n hiring a Hottentot 
for more than a montli, shall enter into and sign a 
written contract with him before' a magistr.itc, in which 
shall be statc'd thi* naim'sof the parties coatraeting, the 
terms of thc'ir contract, the anuninl of wages, when to 
1)0 paid, (J^e. (K.c., and each J>arty to he furnished with 
a copy; — that the person so contracting sliall he at 
liberty to inchido his wife and (‘hildren in the coiitracb 
>iho are also to be siij>plicd with clothing and the neces- 
saries of life; — that at the expiration of his agreement 
Ihe Hottentot shall he at libertv to dcjiart with his 
family and cattle, or what other property lie imi) ha\e^ 
if ho chooses^ and cuter into the sen ice of another 
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loaster, or act in any other nianner the of the colony 
admit ;— ihn,t in case the master ih) n{»t l>^y the wages 
at (he time irgieod on* tlie IlotUmttjt is allowed to l|adge 
a (oniplaint against him before the landdrost und heem- 
radeii, who shall nut only oblige the miistor to pay, 
hut shall cause him to forfeit his claim to the rest of the 
time of the contract, and the amount of such necessaries 
as he shall have provided; — that in c;ise of ill-treat- 
taent, proved by the Hottentot before the landdrost and 
heemradeji, (lie m.ister shall be lined from ten to lift) 
rix-dollars, and the servant be discharged ; if, how- 
ever, he fails in liis proof, and it is found that he Inis 
urged fomplaints wantonly and malieiously, he sludl 
receive such correction as the nature of tlic case shall 
reejuia"; — tiiat in (a,>e of ill-treatment accompanied 
with mutiJatiun, the fiscal or landdrost shall prua’cutc 
acettrding to the law of the t olonv ; — that should the 
Hottentot retjuest it, the master may supply him with 
clotliiug, and other necessaries, as jnui of his wages, 
pnivided the value <d siu h su[)plies shall, at the time 
they were gi\cu, l)e nutitied to the wardmaster or fteld- 
coriiet, who, on the HoUenbit’s alUruiiiig the same, 
shall keep a register of it, lest any dispute should arise 
alaoiit tile payment of wages that sjiirituuus liijnors 
shall not be considered necessaries, nor any idiowance 
deducted for them ; -that in < ase tlse Hottentot has 
Ijeea snpjjlied with mon* art icles tJian the amount of fits 
w’agtns, the master >liall not on that account have any 
claim on the Hottentot’s future s(!rvices, or detain hi» 
w'ife and children after the time of (ontract has expired, 
on a preteni e of srreurity for what he may owe, but shall 
prosemde the Hottentot before the landdrost, who, upon 
finding tlte claim to be well founded, shall condemn the 
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Ilottentotto pay it, and leaving the imastcr to carry tlie 
oonclemnation into effect; — that in case oftlie death of 
the Hottentot, his wife and children shall be at liberty 
to leave the service, unless ])ersonally engaged ;-^-fhat 
the Hottentot shall be bound to ser\e his mfjstcr, 
(luring the time of his contract, diligently and honestlv, 
with proper submission, on penalty of receiving (on 
well founded complaints) domestic correction, by order 
of the luTiddrost, confiscation of wages, temporary 
confinement, and in cases of contumacy more severe 
domestic punishment, and be co)nj)elled to serve the full 
time of the agreement ; — that in cases of public cri- 
minal offence ho is to he prosecuted by the fiscal or 
landdrost in the nsual manner ; — that no person shall 
hire a Hottentot without his having a certi{icat(^, either 
from his master or the fiscal or landdrost, declaring that 
he is at liberty to engage with another master; — and, 
lastly, that ec'ory Hottentot going about the country, 
cither in the service of his master or other lawful busi- 
ness, must be providi^d with a pass, either from his 
mastet or a magistrate, on penalty of being treated as 
a vagabond ; cverv one to whose house a Hottentot 
comes being anthorized to demand his pass, and in (*asc 
ho is not provided with one, to deliver him to the next 
magistrate, who shall act, after due incpiiry, as he shall 
feel incumlx'iit ujxm him. 

After paying a just tribute of praise to the character 
of Ijord Caledon, the nhh^ author of t!ie “ State of the 
Cape of Good Hope in 18:22*,” notices tliiv'C difl'erent 

* Tlic autlior of this work, ttioupfh he has not sxiven his Home to 
it, is well known to be W. Wilberforcc Bird, Esii., a o-enfleinau to 
^bose kindness and urbanity I have pleasure in acknowledging 
pfeyyiU under many obligations, both in bis private crt(>aeify and as 
. 1 . 1 . 
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measnms of liis srovemment as dosc'rving’ of praise, viz. 
the establishment of the Circuits Court ; the supplving- 
C'ape 7\ovn with water ; and this proclamation, which 
he calls the “ Manana Charta” of the Mottentots. On 
the first of (hose mcasiirts we shall not now make any 
remarks ; and, as we have no concern with the second, 
we shall eonfme our attentimi to the last. 

“ 'Fhis j)riM‘lamalion.” savs oiir author, ix'.senod 
the Hottentots from a svstem of hardship and enieltv 
jiraetised towards them by tlie Boors, which would, in 
a short time, lui'c ('xtinr^^nishcfl the race : so great was 
their terror of their barfiarons masters, that it was in the 
dead ot night, when, unseen by tln'ir \indictive em- 
ployers, ttie\ ventured to eommmiieate their wrongs, 
and to imjilore the merev of the gnivernor. at that time 
on a jouniev throng-h the frontier.” That the Hotten- 
tots applied to l.a)rd Caledon in this manner, and that 
his lordship intended this isroelaination should afford 
them reliel, are facts f see no reason to doubt. In 
travelling through the eolonv, I have liad Hottentots 
who have travelled rnanv miles under nig’ht t() show mo 
the marks of erneltv infli< tetl uj)on tln'ir Imdii's, and to 
[dead with me that thev might have liberty to join a 
missionary institution. If such oceiirrenci'S were fro- 
<pient duriiyg mv o'rent jouniies into the interior, there 
can be no li-ason to suppose thev did not take place in 
18<)8; and it uas, pfThap^, fortunate for the individual 
Hotleutots \vh(» at that p(‘riod applie<l to his Excel- 


a puUiic serv ant of the icovernineut ; i>ut on the subject now 
conshiemlitjH, as weil an sevorui others thccusKcd or referreiJ to 
his otherwise vaUiable In^ok, i must expresa u|nnionjJ altogetlier at 
vaniuice with those of the author* 
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lonry, lliat such a mau as Lord Caledon was governor 
of liie colony, and that they could find tlje means of 
access to him. 

In lb‘2l above a dozen Hottentots came from a con- 
siderable distance to (Ja))e Town, to thmw themselves 
at the lent of the acting governor, to pmy for deliver- 
ainc fniin cruel opprosion ; and many more would 
have toliowed their examj)lc from the same place, had 
I not [)re\ euted them. 'I his circumstance of the Hot- 
tentots applying f<* l..or(l Caledon, sliowsthat they were 
(tppressed, and, rrc're that henevoh'iit no})leinan to visit 
that colony and make a tour through it, lie would find 
as many comiilaints <»r the same nature tis those which 
n;ne rise to the |>roclaniation of All tlie enact- 

ments which cm. mated from the head and heart of Lotxi 
(Juledon were ( haiacterized Iiy wisdom and benevo- 
Ic-iiee; but it is no rellcetion on liis lordship to say 
llmt he inigdit lie deceiv'd, when he was under the ne- 
(•('ssitv of Mdunitiiii'i' to the judgment of others. The 
proclamalion of ihbb was a ease of this nature: the 
most irnjnn tant pari id this proclamation was suggested 
to tailimel C'oilins, hi.s Majestv s Commissioner, men- 
tioned above, by an indi\ idnal well knowm to have been 
deeply interested in oppressing the Hottentots. By 
Colonel {.'oiiins thi'se ^nggeslions were handed over to 
.mother gentleman, who claimed to himself, in my 
hearing, tiie wliolc merit of the proclamation, telling 
I ie that it was “ a ciiilci of his own.” 

Cndcr tlie Dntcli gocernment, the farmers had al- 
ways a nnmlior of Hottentots about them, and, when 
these ielt their service, if they did not escajx' from that 
part of the country, or meet with jiroteetion, they w'ere 
fiequently compelled to return to them; but, while tlie 

L2 
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farmer cxereisetl an authority ef this kind, contrary to 
law, the 1 h»t{t‘jitots might oocasiuiially obtain itxiress, 
ami nuuiy of that nation wen* then aliovved to wander 
over the colony, in a >tate of freedom, with their her(i> 
iUld t!(H:ks. Docs this pnahunalion gt» to the mot of 
thi> evil f Does it >et aside tlie unjust claims of the 
farmers on the Hottentots 1 'I’ise verv reverse is tlie 
ease : it legalizes tliu-e clainis, and it consigns the 
Hottentots and liicir }>o^tcrity to umversal and hopeless 
slaver)-, 

I’he preamble of this proclamation states that — 

Whereas, jor tlie benefit of tins coioiiy at large, it is 
neees^arv, that mil oiiiv tlie indi\idu;d> of tbe Hot- 
tentot fiiition. in tbe <anie manner as the oiIot inha- 
bitanl-'. shonhl Ih’ > ubjeo{ to proper regnlaritv, in reganl 
to their [daces of abode and oeenpations, but also tli,.t 
they '■lioul'l find ( iivoitnrr^ nnitf for f'ntering- the service 
of the inlsabitant", to leading an indolent life,'' sS,e. >S;c, 
One mi<ght have been h'd to expect from this jirc- 
nmble, that tie' I lolieniot-, wen' fo be [daced under the 
Sfttne n with the ut/u r and that 

this atis[)ici<ius introdm tion wa-' to !«• f dlowed by a 
string of regnlatioiw. jiroti'ciing them fiuiti opptessioti, 
and, at the --aiHe time, >j)e( ifvinn- tli,> oneourageinetit 
lliev were to meet with. Hot whatever were the iiiteii- 
Hons of Lord Caledon, the provi''ions <4 this enactnienl, 
it will soon be pi ncivcd, were totally inadequate to 
yiroduee sm-h a r(*sult. Had it been intended that the 
Hottentots should be under the sjnni' regnhitions with 
the coloiiisjs^ a.s it respected their places of abode and 
their oci ujrafions, a siqiarafe artii ie in the proclamation 
on this head was tumeeessarv ; tin' [nddication of the 
existing- laws of the colony, having a relation to tiie wla- 
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was all that was required : but, iusteiid of beiu^- 
placed under the .same laws with the coloni.sts, it will be 
seen, when w'c miter a littli* more into di'tail, that tije 
whole Hottentot pojmlation are, by this very proelarna- 
tiiin, plactnl in a state of the most wretf hed servitude, 
and entirely left at the disposal of the colonists. 

In the second Article of this proclamation, (,»rdaming 
that every person havin<>- a 1 lottentot for a month or 
more, shall eater into a written contract, <&,c. there are 
niany g' 0 ()d pro\isions ; but, in consequence of tlie omis- 
sion to provide for a particular case, much hardship is 
experienced by the Hottentots under contract among 
the colonists. 

As the law now stands, as estalilished by the provi- 
sions of tliis Ai licle, the Hotientot, in iMitering into a 
contraci, eni;au'(‘> to labour for a o-i\en period ; and it 
not nnfrequently happens, that, from some unavoidable 
cause, as illin'ss. or the meetinq- with some dangerous 
accidi'ut, he is [ireveii'ed I’rom actually labouring during' 
the whole [)eriod of the ( (uitruc t, but, as no jirovisioa 
i> made for sin h an orcurrence. llic following practice 

is uMially adopted: the contiactor insists that the 

terms of the eontraet ha\(‘ not been fultilled, and that 
it is, therefore, nei essar\ that such Hottentot, should 
remain, and work out tiio.^e dax.s, or weeks, or months, 
during which lie mav, fiom tiie causes aliove-nientiuned, 
have been [irevented from fuililling (us it is termed) his 
engagement, dhis is a practice, 1 believe, unknown 
in other civilized slates, and is one of those hardships 
wjiicli is peeuliar to the condition of tiie unfortunate 
aborigines of South .Africa. In colonies, wliere the 
working classe.s are all comuioii sho es, it is imprac- 
ticable, for, in such eircuinstauccs, such lo.sses must 
devolve upon the proprietor. 
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The third Article of the prooliinintioii j-equifes «« 
reitiarks. 'I'he fourth t’ontaiii'! n t'laose nhioh is nof 
very obvious in its ten<len<‘V, but u iiioh mnifr.tfiT'ef! nil 
its riKm* litx'ial jvriu isioiis. Jt is ortiaiued in this 
Hfik'h', that a Hottourot, when tin* period of t»is ser- 
vitude has ex[)ired, “ is at liberty, uitli liis uih- aju! 
childjvn. if ihev are with hitu, and with ai! his rattle, 
and other j>ro[»erfv, of whatever nature it mav b(\ t<i 
leave his master, and enter into another’s service; or/' 
it is added, “ to act in anv <ither manuei the he's of llie 
colony admit oi." It is to the ia>l el.inse that th(' 
sure contained in the pwedino' reniai ks is poitiled. 

T!ie phrase. “ the laws of the rolonv admit of," is lia- 
ble to siniii.ir objection'' o illi that j>art of the pri'amble en 
wiiich 1 have already niade some aiiiinadversioj)s. 't',, 
say the least, it has left the uKainifio' of the o^ivertinr 
undetiiicd, and tlien'bv ojK'ned a door jtirfhe introdic fjon 
of a system ofliio most i rue! ojipi c'^'iion, Hen‘ 1 nni't 
be allowed to ask, what i-' tin’ a!/it.r manner in which the 
layvs ot tlaMnl iuv adtiiil llot’rntof- to act ! The f h'l- 
tentot h:is but <ifie or other <if the alferualiws whu I) 
tidlotv' ; he irnisf atratu enter inf'i MTvice at the ple-asrnv 
of his superior, or be treated as rt vamdioiid, is aii\ 
Holteiitot at liberfv to i?iaki- a purchriso of land? sa 
have orauts e\ t*r 1 ’een othm'd to ativ one tif these nati'o's 
of j^overnuK iit land ui ativ part either in the coniifrv or 
in the villaocs / ijf is he at libi'Hv, without thi‘j)ennis 
sioii of oov crunjent , to po'M'ss liiitiseil of ufioei'itpicd 
.spots, upon which h'* luiolil maintain fits ealtle, ainl 
there take tip his fixtal ahoilc, its ( (ndorinity wilit ti”’ 
provisions of Artieh* 1st ? or, ftulher, do the faw*^ 
the colony admit of his priK ccMlint; I cvond the bounda- 
ries of the coiony with his otitth* and all liis property- 
or, rtiiaily, is he at lifx-rty, consistently eveii with thcijc 
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la\vs, to enter ad libitum into our institutions ? And if so, 
have those institutions suflicient land to enable them to 
support the cattle of all those Hottentots who mi^ht 
wish to avail themselves of the ojvtion ? If it be found, 
on obtaining replies to these several queries, that the 
laws of the colony do not admit of Hottentots acting 
ill any of the modes stated above, surely it will be 
allowed that some further provision is required, point- 
ing out the precise manner of acting which the laws 
of the colony ” do admit of: and unhappily for the 
Hottentot nation, this omission in the jirodamation has 
operated us a very serious hardship, and has doubtless 
contributed to frustnitethe benevolent intentions of the 
governor t<jwards them. 

From the aliove premises, it is evident that the Hot- 
tentots have no o[)tion left them but to exchange one 
service for another, till age or inlirraities liave rendered 
them unlit to labour, or till they reaeh that state where 
“ the weary are at rest, and the wicked cease from 
troubling.” 

By the omission of which we conqvlain in this pro- 
clamation, the Hottentots are evidently left by govern- 
ment without any security for their jvroperty ; for of 
course cattle (which, it is well known, forms the chief 
property of a Hottentot) can never be considered as 
secured by law to those persons who are prevented, 
through the operation of those same laws, from possess- 
ing one inch of land. 

Further, they are condemned to a perpetual state of 
servitude, nor have tliey the power, by any exertion, 
iiowever great and praiseworthy, of liberating them- 
selves from the bondage ; for, no sooner is the period 
of their contract for serving one inhabitant expired, but 
it becmjies necessai y for them to enter into sen ice again ; 
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ajawl ttje oaly* option ;}«ft to tlie Hottc«tot iftj whetiier h« 
tivUl< eiig-ijrtf btinsH'lf to the same master, or to another. 
Their eoiulitioii, timrefore> is, in this res petti,- more tie* 
piombJe even than tiuit of the slaves, for the latter 
have generally a ho[M;*, however faint, that they tnav 
jxvvsibly one day obtain their frmlom ; and the kiiid- 
iiess a master, or their own exmtioiis, may in some 
rases mdize it ; but to the Hottentot nation, or, at least, 
to by far the greater |Ktrtion of it, no siicii hope is held 
out. 

Another consequence that ha.s ('nstiod from this omis- 
sion is, that the usual j>racti< c observ ed now, at Iwist 
in the <iistrictof I itiuihagt', by laiiddrosts, field-twnets, 
and also by the inhabitant'; ECenerallv, appears to be 
altogether at \ari:iiue ^vith tlie infemled piirjKises cf 
government ; for In'insr, it is sn|)po.sed. tinable to dis- 
cover the other tnumier of aeting, permitteil to Hotten- 
tots by the laws <ifthv' colunv, ihev seem g(*nemllv to 
have drawn a conelusinu, that tlun-e is no (»ther tnelhod 
than thivt ot serving tlioni. I'lie cii.-storn now, tlierefore, 
is, for a nnistor to gi\e to his Hottentot s<'rvaiit, at the 
expiration of the tune, stipulated itt his eontrad, a pa.ss 
to the nearest fieid-cornet. by whom he is ustiaily in- 
formed that he must eonfraet again imniediateiv ,■ or, il 
tlint is not done, he is j)rovi<led with a |)as.s to tin' 
landdrost of the dbtrict, who may direct him to find a 
master in twsj weeks, two flays, or (as f.ir as any seeu- 
ritv goes tliat the law prov ides against it) in two hoiiis. 
if it be his will. 

in the sixth Artielewc have a spe<'imen of the redi'css 
winch the Htdtenlot has to ex|>efd (»n }>refcrring a coin- 
plairit of ill treatment ngain.st bi.s ma.ster ; — If the in- 
jury sojftaaied ihms not ainoimt to mutilation, that is t*' 
say, the loss of an arm, or an eye, ik.v. the punishment 
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is! tonfee* commiiled by aiSne belt ^ exceeding fifty rix- 
dollars, and not under ten rix-doliurs ; but if it is found 
that tlie Hottentot has ui<afed his complaint wantonly 
and maliciously, it is ordaiuc<l, that he shall receive such 
correction as tlie nature -of tJie case shall require. 
W hile it is lecollected that the judj^es in these aises are 
tlieinselvCvS farmers (for mi ajipeal to the court of circuit 
by a Ihfttentot, in such ca.s(.'s, is out of tlie question, 
and, 1 may add, would prove useless,) the ofteuder can 
have little to apprclieud, and the complainant but little 
to ho[>e for. When a Hottentot complains, he is im- 
mediately pul into the prison, in durance vile, till his 
master or mistress, ay-aiust wl)om the complaint is made, 
can Ije brouglit to ap})ear to answer the complaint be- 
fore tlve landclrost. 

In this miserable situation the complaining Hotten- 
tot may be three da}s or three weeks before the master 
is brouglit lo an e.\ainination. Such a law might be 
made to discourage complaints ; and a statute whicfi 
should make it capital for u Hottentot to complain 
against his master would liave the same eHect ; but 
while it discourages (;omplaiiit>, it excludes the poor 
Hottentots from tlse very luqx! of redress, and shuts 
them up in reckless despair. After the wretched suf- 
ferer has {)erhaps crept on his liand.s and his knees to 
escape from his oppressor, and has been obliged to 
seek his way to the drostdy, in the night, and conceal 
liimsc'lf among the hushes througli the day, lest he 
should be discovc'n'd and seized by his oppressor be- 
fore he has lodged his complaint, he is treated as a 
criminal, by being put in prison ; and before any in- 
vestigation takes pia<xi, he is subjected to what in Eng- 
land would be considered as a severe [xunishmeiit. 
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Ffora §iK:h a coninieaoeuieiit the result may be antici. 
pateU. 

Aecorcliug' to the liuv of iuthms corpus, the {itx:us{!fi 
piUty fuu jleiumid u trial oa u oorUiia day, l>eyoiKl 
whi( h it {'aiuuit Ik? delayed ; but the injured party, ia 
the eie>e of the ptnu- Hottentot, is not only iniprisoned 
on making his eom})laiiit, but he may l>e kept there 
during the pleasure of the loeal authority, or till the 
aggresirtU", if he be a fa\a>urite with that authority, liiul 
it eouvenieiit to an>wer to the eliarges prelerrtMl 
against him. \\ l)eu the j)eritsl at whieh the Iloltea- 
lot is to he heard ai rives, a seene is yu'esented in jier- 
lect keeping with the other pans of the colonial sys, 
tern. Ilie llutteiitot is diagged from lii.s dungeon, 
pale and eiuai iated, and perhaps labouring under a 
pulmonary eomjilaint, whieh has been imuii aggiavated 
by the unw holesome and damp air of the eeli in which 
he has been eonllned, to lake llu' place ol a prisoner at 
the bar of the worsliijifnl court liefore which he is to 
}x! tried ; while the lurmer is all this time seen strutting 
gboiit through the eourt-house, — either biting liis lips 
les he g'iunee.s a disdaiidul eve at the aeeuscr, (whoin 1 
must call the prisorn'r,) or whispering into the ears 
of his judges, iiitimaliug the familiar terms on which 
they stand, or Inillving and s<'tting them at deliaiiee. 
d lie trial at last einnmeaees with a string ol <|uesfions 
put to tlic [)ri viiHT, that is, tlie accuser,) bv the court, 
or by his jnaster. AH the time this s[)e<:ies of torture 
is g<hng forward, the members of the court and the 
sjiixdalors are making signilu aiit motions to each other 
by eert.un nods of the head, movements of the eyelids, 
and sardunie grins ; and during ail this process, the Hot- 
tenWt liears in whkjHJrs around iiim^ such phrases us 
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“ he’H catch it;” you may sw in that Hottentot’s facd 
what is awiiitin;^'- him ; llicse (iltlty beasts are ruined by 
iiutul^'CiK’e ; they are the most idle^ worthless set of 
|)('0|)h! upon t'arth ; they are f^ood for nothing’ till their 
backs are tanned with the shainboc!” 

Such is the treinmulous risk under which a Hottentot 
nnist enter a eoniplaint anainst his master before a 
niaci'^tnite, that he may sutler the most cnad hardships 
ill ])risou before his (omplaint is lieard ; and after it is 
heard, in a great inajfu’ity of l asi's in \^hi(•ll his com- 
plaints an:' well I’ouiided, he may be severely dogged 
tor having made them, and eoinpelied to return to the 
M'rvice of the man whose enieitics lie before found in- 
siipportalih', and whose treatment is not likelv to be- 
c(iin(' mihk'r tiv tiie means taken to obtain redress. 

Nothing is saiii in ilu' proclamation ri'specting the 
inijinsonment of the complainant, and the jnactice UTay 
have crept in, like some others, troin an (iinission in the 
[iroclamation in not providing against such an abuse 
of power. 

It was justly remarked by Mr. Higire, ” that it is 
iinjiossifile to com lave a wor<e state of thing's in a 
eoimtry, than that inwliieh tlu'ie ('\ists one .set of law’s 
tor the rich, and anotiu'r for the poor*." This state of 
things mil, si always exi>t in ('very country where the 
rich are the law-makers, and have the exc'i ution ot the 

Fni' this liilcral n'lnaik, i am iutlohUnl (o Tliomas J. 
ibsq., or.e of' his Majesty’s C’ommissioiuTs of Imjuiry, rect^nily at 
'lio t'apo Hi (lootl Hope. Jt', as it is to he hoptsi, the rt'port of the 
t 'unimissiont rs, wiiieh is to he lahi before Parliament, is ])ervatle(l 
’ly the spirit oi'tiiis ol)serYatioti, tiie iabttttrs ol that iadividiiai and 
his coadjutors will cutiilc thcmi to the lusting’ gratitude of the iuhn** 
hilaids oi' South Africa, and of that of the iuhabiumts yd uU the 
loreigii dependoticies of the British cronn. 
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latfs in tlioir own handfs, witliont any ohooks ttpnrt tHpii- 
autfrorify. It may ho askod, wliat is the [)niiishntR'iit of 
a farmer if he briticfs a f:ilse aenisation ay''a!fist a f fot- 
tenti't / How does it happen that this ease 1ms been 
left unprovided for, and in a piYx laniatirsn said to have 
been devised for the protection of the I fottetitot.s / Did 
this <mnssion take place on the same prineiples on 
which a ceicbratcd >tate of aiititjuitv is said to have 
omittml enactino' any law anainsi parrieide, becaioe 
they believed it was inijiossiijle that sucif a ( rime e<nik( 
ever be eommitfed i 

Hv (xnnpariii”- the pre(V(linL;' th tails with lh(‘ folhm- 
mg (asse, « Oj)ied frum tin* papa's of an uiisiispi'cti'd wit- 
ness, th(* reader oiil perceive u hether ” the iiKii'.iditals 
of the lloftcntut nation ha\e )(o}ife dealt out to tln'iii, 
“ in th(' same manner as iht' other inhaliitants” of the 
(olonv. 

*' Lebrif'ht Aris" ei Hottentot; “ owed twelve il il- 
lars to a fanner in the nei'g'hbonrhood of (inadenlhal. 
and not ha\!H" the means to pav, tMn^affed with the 
Jfrwtr above mentioned, to xvork six moiitljs on his farm, 
at two dollars 'thret* siiilliriL's; j)e!- month, and his cost, 
(riefnals.) on coinhritm that tin' Door should imine- 
diatelv diseharm' his (h'bl. I le had w<»rke({ two months, 
when liis en'ditor ae^ain caHed on him, and t!ire.it''iivd 
him with imprisonni'Mit unless he immediatelv paid fh'’ 
twelve dollars, In thiN distress lie applied to a mission- 
arv, who lent him the mom v, for the pavment of which 
he received a rejonlar r('eoijj| from his creditor, dho 
remopt the poor man hud in his ptK'ket, bat beiity 
nearly fric’htened ont of liis senses bv the violence el 
the Jioor'.s behaviour, he foriftd to piodtiee it at the 
tield-eoriiet’s. After diseovenag the Ihmr’s negleettn 
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fulfil his e^ngageinent to pay his crqdjtar, be now ijpt 
only lelused to work any longer with so faithless a 
master^ but had a demand upon him for four dollars, 
lieing tvvo iiioiitlis’ j)ay. d’helioor, liowcvei’i most im-i 
justly insisted on his stuning him the remaining four 
months, under pretenee of a contraet. But no written 
agreement ha\ ing been made and .signed in presence 
of a lield'eiu'iiet, whieii is recjuired to bind a Hottentot 
to his employer for any staled time, the field-eomet 
(liseharged him fur the present., without further expla- 
nation, Ix'bcicht, after ri'coveriiig his spirits, stated 
his case satisfactorily to us, and, on our return, 1 sub- 
mitted it to the laiiddrost. of Swellendam, who .sent ^ 
proper reproof to the unjud Boor*.” I wish Mr. 
Latrobe Itad I’umished us witii a copy of the note con- 
taining this “ j)roj)er rt'prooi,” which he de.scribes as 
lia\ iiig been sent to the unjust boor. 

V\ hile a Ihhtentot is Hogged, because he fails to 
})ru\e charges brouglit again.'^t his master, which, ac- 
(■(jrding to the Dutch law, it retpiires two witne.sst's to 
establish, we .see a Dutch boor, who had, ia this in- 
stance, eommitted crinu's, for which a Dotteutot would 
have lieen Hogged, ami branded, and .sent to work in 
irons, e.seaping willi uhat Mr. Latrobc is })Iea,sed to 
term a just reproof,” w hidi ajipoars to liave been 
sent in a note, that he had, j)erhap,s, ne\cr seen, or, 
lH'rhaj)s, in tlie form (jf a vmi)al message. 

In a slave colony, the partiality which is naturally 
entertained by man for the whip, becomes one (tf the 
Strongest ptassions in tin* human brca.st ; and, for 
yesisons whic h w ill iiftervvards be stated, the Dotteutot 


• Lutmbe's Visiit to South Alrica, p. 1^2. 
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is mon' obnoxious to the utigovernable eflectsi of this 
passion liian the slave. Tlic priiu iple which latiiues 
the tles{)ot to prel'er the ob,siKjui«Hisness of a nation ef 
slaves lo the iiKli'peiuleme and dij^nify of a free 
people, sluits the ears of the slave proprietor and die 
Htj|teut«»t inaster tt* all the advantages which cun In* 
iir^ed in favour of fret' labour. He oonld lind hiinsrlf 
more in liis elenit'nl, and in a situation nioie (;on!,n'irial 
to his mind, with the cifarsost fare, ainotiy a parce! of 
slaves uiul 1 lottt'niots, osei wlmm he conUl exercisr 
an uiKt>iitr<4k‘d antlioritv. than the eTcatt'st alihu'nte 
would afford him. in a >ituaiion w lieii' he couhlcojii- 
maiul no du>.> of rational brings. ,oei «!n)in he eonlil 
tyraiiftize. 

Hie remarlv of I'aritii'', that “ t!n*n' is imlhint;’ 
s(,» sweet to man as the lift' of man. is not, more 
stnere, a n llei fioii on liiiinan nattire, than it is 
just. a.s respf) Is it> ae( (.filant e \\ iib truth; ;uh 1 anii 
svstein, \thi; li pi'opos.'s to '#ttl sUinie livt' hiliour in tlte 
place of 'lave tai/our, is as ore.d :i luie'bear to the 
{ftmenditv of n’eu ;n r Ustomed to trt'al a jrat lit iilar i lasv 
of their leihnv i rt'alures as .sl.tvcs, ,is tht' represt'iifatne 
svsfent of (ireat Ihitaiii, or tjf Poituuai, is to f'eidi- 
lunultd Sjiain end his udvi'-ersand masters, wlm uoiilil 
rather set* a eoimlrv eouverted iiito a desert, than the 
inhabitants l>reaiiiin<f tlit' air of iieedom. 'The hae 
of the chase iii the breast of the .spoilsman is ii weak 
passion, in eotiipiirison mtli the iovi- of despidie auilm- 
rity in tin* fjrea.sts of men ulio fiave been aeciistoincd 
So hntit down aitv class of (heir felirtvv creaiiircs, 
the gv'nllemen it! .Icnuiantl are a* ctistonHsl te t'*^''** 
the gatiie of tlic eountry. 

Jt is alleged by the abettors and iiptrlogists of tl>^ 
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colonial system of op]in»ssion, in relation to the Hotten- 
tots and the otlier ahorig'ines of the cojinlry, that cor- 
p)ral punishment is the only means by whieh they can 
he induced to labour. As these people are now placed 
amon”* the colonists, having’ no rdher inducement to 
labour, there is, ])erhaps, some truth in this assertion ; 
blit a temporary stimulus, in this case, is misbiken for 
a cure ; and it is forgotten that the continual use of strong 
medicines renders those under their ojieration incapable 
of being acted upon by mor(‘ gmitle ones. If the c-om- 
mands of u father are seldom given, except when ac- 
eempanitsl with threats and blows, the son will come 
to think that he is never in earnest when these argu- 
mi'iils are wanting. 

Whili' a comjilete refutation of this ohjertion may 
he found, by a reference to tlu' present state of our 
missiomuT institutions, 1 cannot ( lose my remarks on 
this proclamation without ad\ertiug to the degrading 
influence of this system u|^>n the Hottentot cliaracten 
'rite vices of the Hottentots are the \ices of their con- 
dition ; and they are g'cnerah'd and jicqietuated hy the 
very system which is pleaded as neeessarv for their 
cure. A people,” suvs a profound tiiinker, “ are 
cultivated or unimproved in their talents, in propor- 
tion as those talents are employed in the prac tice of the 
arts and the affaii's of society ; the\ are improved or 
corrupted in their manners, in proportion as they aix? 
Micouraged and directed to act on tlie maxims of tree- 
dom and jusficiy, or as thev are degradi’d into a state 
'^f meanness and servitude.” ’Hie Hottentot is in a 
.worse ('ondition than the slave: the system of opjims* 
'’'ion under w hich the Hottentot groans is attended with 
all the evils of the slave system ; and those evils, in 



160 


PROCWMATION OF 1809. 


many instanoes, more ajj^ravatetl in the vinilence of 
their charader, witliout any of those miiigatiug- oir- 
eunistanres vvliieh have t)cen urged in defence of com- 
mon sla\ery. 'J'he only ditU'rence in favour of the 
condition of the H<)ttt‘Htot is^ that he cannot, accordin^r 
to the institutions of the colony, be pultlicly bouglit 
and sold ; but this ditl’ertMice is more in name tlian 
in rtnilitv, when it is recollected that he is at prisem 
nothing more than an oi>j<M t of patronage, a perquivjh; 
of office, a kind of transferable pr(»j)erty ; and that this 
circumstance, which makes him of less value to the 
master, Hnbji'ds him to hardships, from' which the 
common slave is, to a certain degree, exenijcted. 

While ail that tiie Hottentot trains, by being trans- 
ferred from one master to juiolher. is little more thnii 
the slave enjoys, on a West India plantation, in being 
transferred from under the jiirisdit tion (»f one overseer 
to that of another, the eirenmstanee in the case of the 
Hottentot, that this tranter may be made, and the 
master lose bis service, without anv pc'cuniarv indem- 
nification, must lessen the inliTesi the nnister feels in 
the well- tjeing of tlie Hottentot, while he rmiiains with 
liimi 

It is on this prim iple that the food of the Hottentot 
is genemily of an inferior qualitv, and less in quantity 
than that allowed tlie slave — that he seldom lias any 
medical assistatiee alFurdefl him when he is si< k — that 
the pmiishmenfs inflicted upon him are in general 
moft; faxjucnt and tnore st'vere than flmse tntii'led 
upon tiie slave, tht; master sustaining jto loss of pro- 
perty slandd his constitution sink und(*r his hardships. 

A gentleman from India, a friend of mine, had tli<’ 
following reaijon assigned by the keeper of an hotel in 
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Steilenboscli^ for refusinjo;' him a chaise to carry him to 
Ca})C Town, in a very cold and wet day ; — “ Had I,” 
said the host, “ a j)rize slave or a Hottentot, you should 
liave had a chaise at once, but I have no one to drive 
you, excepting that slave (pointing- to the man), and 
iie might catch cold and die ; and it would be madness 
in me to run the risk of losing four thousand rix- 
dollars, which he cost me, for all that I liuve to receive 
for a stage of twenty-live miles.” 

The following circumstance, related to me by a gen- 
llcman of the Madras civil service, now in England, as 
having taken place when he a isited Pat-altsdorp, one 
of our missionary stations, will serve as a further illus>, 
tration of this subject. 

While he wcas reprobating the punishments of the 
Hottentots, a farmer, standing by, defended the system 
by pointing to a Hottentot who wanted one hand : ‘‘ I 
can assure you,” said the farmer, with great coolness, 
‘‘ that Hottentot was goodifor nothing till the ma-ster 
with wlioni he then w as chopped oil’ his hand one day 
with an axe, and he has ever since been one of the 
most useful and industrious Hottentots in thecountryc” 
Had this Hottentot been a slave t(» the same master^ it 
is questionable whether lie would have adopted exactly 
the same method of improviug his value, . 

Instances of oppression now in my jiossession, which 
niight be adduced to illustrate this point, ,are sulli- 
cienlly numerous to lilt a volume ; but I shall eontent 
myself at j)reseut with the foliovviug, out of many cases, 
which came under my own observation. 

A Hottentot woman, belonging to the missionary in- 
sritutioii at Pacaltsdorp, in an advanced state of preg- 
nancy, called upon me, at my OAvn liouse iii Cape 'i’own, 

VoL. I. M 
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to complain tliat her mu.ster had struck lier, knocked 
her down, and kicked her in the side, and on the back, 
with his feet. I'indiiiy*. Iiy a medieid inspection, llutt 
the wi)inairs statement was corrt*< t, and that marks of 
her master s feet were visible cm her IkkIv, i lodged w 
comjdainst against the nuistc'r befcire his Majesty ’s de- 
puty liacal. On mv cumplaint bein^' iodo-ed, the woman 
was taken frnin mv hunse, acexrdinu' to tlu' practic e in 
resfieet fct the HotteiiOits lodiiine* e(nn[d;fmts, and M'lit 
to the prison, to wait till the' ease should be investi- 
irated. Of delay I bad no oc c asiou to eornplain in 
this instance, for the eu-'C' was lu'ard iicyif^ day. ’Ilio 
facts ha\ inif iici'ii proved, the ir.aslc-r was found eaiilu 
of thechare’c’ exhibited aeainsi him. 

'{'here are several cir< uni'-taiu fs in this (‘asc* de^cn- 
iiiiT of notice. 'The master was a lield-i ornc't, a petty 
}naeistrat<‘ in the di-irict of (ieorifc’, and the llotteiitct 
woman y\as a pcr.Miii <>f oood c haraclcr. If is piopt i, 
also, to add, tii.'it she wa-i^ii/t a c ommon servant ; tlia) 
sheliehfueed to a misdoiiarv itistituticm ; and that .she 
had !>een lured to attend the farmer's wife on this 
licv mendv. dlii' n-adc r mnsi, bv this time, bt'anxinns 
fofsear tiiC sentenee pnmonijttaai upon this tieid-ecanet. 
this functionary, for the bruiabtv with which he bad 
trcaited' tlii> defcncelc'-s Wfunait ; and when he oai- 
siders tlii' f iretmi'lances uiich'r which her case wa- 
brought tp the notice* of the dcjuitv tiscal, he vtid 
.scarcely be p re pa reel to hear that the whole’ pnnishmo'l^^ 
inflicted iijron this .saicl ilciil-coruet , was the annulling cl 
the Woman’s engagemc'iit to Inm, togctlier w’ith a tine cl 
live rix dollicrs, being, in stc'rliug money, sc'ta’n tt^ilbijr' 
and nincpence. Contrary to the usual pra('tice/fht‘lb'‘^ 
was allotted to the woman, (and this is the owl)' 



I*flOCLAMATlpN OF 1S09. 


163 


stance in wlinJi 1 ever knew such a thing having' been 
clone ;) but this was all lliat was allowed her for the 
injury she liad .suslained, and to pay the expense of a 
iv.'jideuee, in Cape 'i'owu t)f three weeks^ waiting for an 
opj)ortunity of returning home, and of a journey be- 
fore her of two hundred-and-fifty miles. A slave master 
would liave been in a ^ery great passion indeed, be- 
fore he would so lai’ liave lost sight of his interest as to 
have treated a female slave in this Hottentot’s condition, 
as she was treatc’d ; and it is unnecessary to add that 
such a punishment as that iullicted upon the farmer, can 
ali’oi’d no security to the Hottentot against the most 
h(>rrihle injuries, 

Thc! same cause, which leaxes thcmi without the aids 
of e\eu a sellish s}mpathy in tii<‘ service i)f thi'ir mus- 
lers, dcpi'i\es them id a (iiotc'ctioii which the .slaves 
enjoy .igainst the injuiii-s to wliich they arc exposed 
from strangei's. d’lic ajiproheusion of the indigna- 
tion of the masic-r will, 0 % many occasions, preserve 
tlic slave from juattreutment ; but the Huttea|it: has 
no liicnd suliicientiy interested in liim to furnismhini 
with a shic'ld against bad usage ; and such as are dis- 
posed to o[)piess him know this circmnsiance, and^|liat 
dic) may tiamplc n[)un Ihm and his family with impu- 
nitv. 

On one of my visits to lictliclsdorp, I found a Hot- 
tentot who had been coutined to bis bed three months 
by contusions and cuts ho biid l eceivcd on tffc head and 
tile body, by stcuies and brickbats throwii at him as he 
ivus ruiming round his own waggon in the street of 
I’ort Klizabc'tli, to avoid falling info the hands of a 
person who was pursuing Ihm on pin pose to beat him. 
Hie occasion of Uiis assault was, 1 believe, bccausQ 

M2 
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the wag-^-on (»f tlu' Hottentot was not moved so<jii 
enoug’h out of tlte way tif ont> Ijolong-iiig: to the Jihsail- 
iVnt ; and I am sorry to say that the individual who dif} 
this umnilitary-like aition was an ollicer of the llritish 
army% then on half-pay, and a local authority of the 
district. Had this Hottentot hcen a slave, his master 
migfht have oot damages against the otVender ; hut the 
Hottentot had no oiu' to lake u[) his (uuse. Had anv 
one, however, had tin* «“oui'ae;(‘ to incur the odium and 
dislike to whidi a prose<-ution would have suhje( ted 
him, after iufmite [)aiiis and tnndde, a fuKMjf a few rix- 
dollars would have ht'en all the punishment wliieh woidd 
have been intliefed in such a ( ase ; and tin* fine, aesurd- 
inw t>) the eoioniid j)raetif i>, would havt* cone to the 
distrif t chest, ai\d iio })ai t of it would have heeii allowed 
to tiie injured Hottentot. 

Amoii”' maiiv < ases cd" opjiression wlitc h came uitdi'r 
mv noti( e. w hen on a \i^it to lleflielsdurp in the 

following mav he taken .is a sample of the nature of 
the domcsti( (oi-reition to which the Hottenlois are 
subject, and of the attention whidi is paid to their inia- 
piaint.s. On the second day afti’r mv arrival at this 
institution, a Hottentot hidonoingr to it, in the service of 
one Van Htiurcn, < ame to me and eompiained that he 
and another Hoftenti it hdonointr to liethelsdorp had 
been sevendv llotr'Jed by bis master; the one lor havin;,,'’ 
asked leave, to go to tin* institution on Sabbath-day to 
attend divine worship, and the other for having put 
water into an emptv l ask, of which he had drank him- 
.self, and of which he gave a share to some person 
standing' by birn. The young man who came and corn- 
[ilained, had crept between limr and five milt's, (the dis- 
tiince from iii.s master’s to IkthcLsdoip,) among the 
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bushes, that he mig-ht escape being detected and car- 
ried back to liis master ; and he stated that his fellow- 
servant ^vas so much cut, that lie was unable to move 
out of the ])lace in svhlch he slept. Having applied to 
Mr. Atherstone, a respectable surgeon at Uitenhage^ 
and rc(|uested him to e.vumine the wounds made on 
the young men, he sent me the following certificate. 

(Copy) “ Ulfcnkagc, Nov. 3, 1821. 

My dear Siu, 

“ At your request, I have this day visited the 
two Hottentots, .Jan (jleawint and Andreas Schieman. 
They have licen Hogged on the naked breech, and 
the instriiment by \viiic:h the jnmisliment has been in- 
tlidcd lias (ut through the cutis vcra in both, on Jan 
(jcawiiit in about four jilaces, and on the other in 
aiiout a dozen places; on one the punishment was in- 
ilicfed the 2Hth Octoljer, on the other on the following 
day; and it is my o[)inion that three or four days must 
elapse before they can recover. 

“ 1 am, &c. Sic., 

f Signed J “ J. .Atiif.usto.ve, 

“ To Dr. P/iilij), Suri;' 0 (m, Mi luber of the 

Jh fhdsclorp.'* Iloyal C’ollegx* of Siiig-.ajiis, Loncton.’^ 

When Mr. Kitchingman, the missionary at the head 
of the institution, wailed upon Mr. Van Buuren, he not 
only gave him no satisfaction, but he loaded him with 
oaths and curses, and told him that he would Hog his 
llottentot when and how lieplea.sed, and that he might 
go and seek redress whei’c he could find it. 

1 waited on Van Buuren a day or two after his inter- 
view with Mr. Kitchingman, and if he did not treat me 
witli the same roughness, he had still enough of the 
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savilge in his niannei-s, to sliovv me flint it was not in 
that {juarter in whiih I was fo look for security or 
redress. 

If siK’h proeecdiniis ctmld fake place with inipnniiy 
so near a missionarv in<titntioii, within a few miles of 
the seat of the chief rnae'isinite of the distrit;!, and 
under his inunediate e\e, it is imncct'ssiiry to ask what 
must he the state of lina-t' who have no missionarv to 
protect them, ami who inu''l ti-.ncl !oiio- jonniies heturo 
they can ta iiig their complaints to the ear of a landdruM, 

Mdiis I .iM', ^viIl! many others .<( a similar eharat trr, 
was laid ind'ire the i olonial mo enimeiit in Capi* 'liaws 
early in bm n!< imjiiirv wa'. e\er in'^tituted, n,) 

n'dress oT.iiited, and the .\s.t''m !ia' prooet'dod, donn 
to the time 1 let! the rohaiN , witlionl anv eiicf-k. 

Having shown i!n' eilicaoions nieans employed tn 
stiile e\t’n tin’ ( omplui.ei-. of iho lloltcntot', and their 
unproteetr'd. vta.t'eja I'ae ''rrxK o td iho rolonol", I uni't 
advert to another leatCite m their hard <'ondi!ioi!, whirii 

rnio'ht have lod to sup'povi' iii,e tin* ajipcllatioji uf 

Free Propf,:," ^ll•vtoWi*d upon ilioin in the proela- 
inaftoii' ol (Ih' macnmionf, had hocn mnjiloved in 
cruel moeker\ , liatl vie not laioan that it was intmnk'd 
tocoixeal from tin- Bniisii me (‘rinm nt, and the Ihitidi 
pnhiie, fix' shoi kino- -talc of d.oeev ami opprcssi")) 
under wliieh fhev have been placed. 

When a Hottentot lias oMems' to his master, 

the nia.'fer freijm-ntlv I'cnds ium to fiie puldie prison, 
not to wait his trial, as -.m h a proceeding would 
in Enoiaiul, and fo ha\c a punislnm'nt awardi'd him h' 
a piiltlie magistrate, a' eoidimr (ri th.i* nuturc of 1“'' 
crime, and the (w idem-e id Itis. guilt, hut to be 
nbhed at the simple request of the niastef, vvidiout d* 
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being' necessary to exhibit any definite charge against 
the prisoner, or any other evidence of guilt than the 
testimony of the master. 

The master has only to send a note along with the 
Hottentot, stating that this Hottentot (mentioning his 
name) has been insolent or disobedient; the master 
of the prison is najuested to gi\‘i iiim tliirty-nine 
lashes, and the prisoner is tied up and ilogged, and 
put into confinement till his master clujoses to pay the 
prison expenses, and relieve him. 

With such facts before us, can it l>o a question whe- 
ther these poor pefi])!e arc treated like human beings t 

Among the many liardships to which the Hottentot 
is subject bv this proclamatiou, we must advert to the 
i.>aw of Passes, contained in th»? Pith article. Every 
travelling Holtd lot must liavc a p;ws, or a written 
perniissiou signed f)v his master, or some local autho- 
rity, stating that it is r(M|uesfed iliat the bearer (men- 
tioning bis name) be allowed to pass to a certain place. 
'J’he jiass mav allow the Hottentot a day, or a week, or 
a month, or three months, as the person signing it may 
deem iieeessarv. WT.ile he retains this pass, and wliile 
he is within the limits of the time which it allows him, 
it is bis protection ; but it In' chance to lose his pass, 
or if the time granted in it lias expired, he is liable to 
be treated as a vngaliond, or as a desi'i ter. England 
has its laws amainst vagabonds, but it, will be seen 
by the sequel, that Cajie law' is not such as laws of that 
nature am in England — that it is not intended to pro- 
tect the colonists, hut to enslave tlie Hottentots. 

. There are liars and thieves anumg the Hottentots, 
but bonesty, and a regard to ti’iith, arc^ prominent fea- 
ture itt theiniational character, virtues which have not 
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been r>blitenited by the degraded state to ^vlueh tJiev 
have been reduced, and which iVirnish a striking con- 
trast to the ineiidacious aiul jiilfering habits prevuient 
among the slave [xipulaticai of the culuny. 

When the Hottentots were in a state of hostility 
against the fanners, as they were in the frontier dis- 
tricts at the. time the Knelish titok possession of the 
colony, and (ii! the mission of |)r. N aiideikemp coin- 
nienced, tlane might lie a pro[)iiety in such a regu- 
lation as the abo\e, but if a necessitv of the kitrd ever 
existed, it has Umii' sim o ceased. But the real cha- 
raeter of this r<‘gn!ati<'n will be best sct>n by taking a 
brief view of its ojienition. As the practice, under this 
enuftment now exists, it so iiapjicns, that if a Hottentot 
leave his home, he iiav no cerlaiiiiy of being perniiilcd 
to JX'turn to it. 

The Hottentot, haciiig sjjmt a night at the farm- 
house, takes Ins dap, u line in the niormng: he is met a 
few miles dist.nit bv one of the same lamilv, wiio de- 
inands a sight of his pass, and md being aide to j<ns 
dnee one, In' is instant iv dragged before the irext lield- 
eornet, and iibliged to liire liitnself for a twehenioiitli 
to a master. Hut it is seldom that so much address is 
emplovcil, or that ativ tag. ini is paitl to appmuaiucs 
in cases of this nature. ’IVo in--(.uices occurred to the 
Hottefdofs who a< < ompanied me on my journey hack to 
Cajxr down in i ''g'b on tiicir returning home, which 1 
may here additce in flic wav of illnstiation. On*' 
these Hottetitols, o{ tht* name of V\ illcm, was kiKH ked 
down ijjion the road, wiildri (ifty miles of (.'apcTown, 
and, after having had his jutss takmi from him, he was 
taken into custody, to be i arried lieforc a tiold-coriiet, 
to be compelled to hire liiniself. In this instance the 
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oppressor mms disappointed of his prey ; the young man 
cscajied in tlie evening, and, travelling under the cover 
of niglit, he reached Cape Town, and made me ac- 
quainted witli his case. 

On the arrival of the party, three in number, in the 
district of George, a farmer came up to Marootz, a 
Bcchuanna, and demanded his ]»ass. The pass of this 
young man had been .stolen from liirn on the road, and 
although he gave the most minute detail of the circum- 
stuncos, and his statement was corroborated by his 
companions, he \vas struck by the farmer, knocked 
dow)i, and trampled njxai. d’his was not all. Mar- 
timis, another of the [)arty, on coming up to expostu- 
late with the fai'mer, who was heating- and stamping 
upon Marootz, received a stnjke on the leg, which 
lamed him ; and tlu'se young men were nearly three 
months at Pacaltsdoi'p, l)eforc they reco^ered from the 
wounds and Inuises they had received. Tins case was 
laid before the chief magistrate, at my request, and, not- 
withstanding that an investigalion was called for again 
and again, during the lime the young juen were recover- 
ing from these wvmnds, some ]>retext was always found 
for delaying it, till I was obligeil to leave the colony. 

A Hottentot 1 had in my own service a twelve- 
month came to me the day on which his conteact ex- 
pired, and informed me that he had served his time, 
and that he wished nu' to givi' him a pass. On inquiry 
into the rea.son why In', wished to leave me, he .stated 
that he had a wife and three children in the district of 
Graalf-lteinet, whom he had not seen for nine years — 
that lie had come to C’ape Town with cattle — that on 
his arrival in Cape I'own he got a pass, to protect him 
on liis journey — that he had lost iiis pass on the road 



ITO 


f^ROCLVMATIOH OF 1800. 


person who had seized liini, i>e(‘ause he had not a 
— that lie bad l>cen equally un tort unate in two or three 
attempts he h;ul made to return home ; and tliat he 
ho[)ed that I would him a |»:iss, which wonld pro- 
tect hun, and thereby furnish him wiiii the means of 
seeiii"^ his wife and chihlren. It was tho first titiie 
he had mad(' me acquainted w ith tliese cir< lunstaiKts, 
and I had no rt'ason to doubt the correctness of his 
statement. 


In the month of Anijnst. Is-id, while at (he missiui!- 
arv institution at 'I heopolis, a Hottentot, beloiif^itii;- to 
what was once flu- inslitiition of ('alcdou, < ame to tiie. 
and related the followin'^- < irriunstauet's ; — 'I'hat he was 
hirt'd by a eentlennui of Cape 'I’own, iu Is-il. at Swrl- 
Icndam, to arcouijianv liiiu on a jtiumev to Albaiu 
fliat on Ills arrival at (Iraliain > 'rown. he was sent to 
the mouth ol the ('owie, tst take ( are of some cattk' for 
a time, on an estate heloiieine- to that et-ntleiiian; — that 
his master h.a\iiii^ n'turned to ( api' 'I'own while he was 
in this ernplovment, he obtaiiu-d a pass Irom his aifcsit ; 
— that Ids paS' olilim'd him to e'o to (iraham’s 'iowii; 
— that the caaidne master, on liis arrixal at (irahani's 
T(mn, (ihiieed iiim to enter into (untraet with him; — 
that on demandin;r a pa-;'' from tins mastt'r, to protect 
him on his journey hnnu% he was (iesired t<> c^^mie to 
him next dav ; — that on })rescnliri<r hittwelf lU’xt day, he 
was told that lu' would irive him a puss to ^'o to his 
father-in-iavv. and that Iu- must either (jo atid ( oiitract 
with him for a twdveniouth, or be sent to the prison; 
— that after beiuir eioht months iu the w-rvice of ■ 
fMlier-in-law of the vendue master, unable ion, iter to 
endure the cruel treatment he received, he had ab- 
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sconded from his servic'e ; — tMt he had been living hr 
some time in the bushes, feeding upon roots ; and that 
hearing from a Hottentot that 1 was at Tlieopolis, he 
had come from his liiditig-place, to implore my assist- 
ance to free him frfun his present situation, and to 
procure a pass for him, that he miglit be permitted to 
return to a wife amt tliree children he had left behind 
liim at Caledon institution. 

In the afternoon, if I mistake not, of the same day 
ill which the Hottentot gave me the aliove statement^ 
the master to whom he was nnder contract, and 
who was within a few miles of d’heojiolis, and had 
lieard of tiu' circumstance, sent me a message, stating 
that the Hottentot in (piestion was his servant, and 
calling upon me, at the same time, to send him, under 
an eseort, to his farm. On reeei^ ing' this eommnnica- 
tion, 1 stated to the Hottentot tliat 1 could not protect 
him ; that all 1 (otild do for him was, to lay his case 
before the chief magistrate of tln^ district, which I 
promised to do, provided he wtndd letnrn to Mr. B.’s 
sendee, till such time as the magistrate should have 
an oppoHunitv of in\ esligating and deciding upon his 
case. If he had received a sentence of death from the 
lips of a judge, he could not have felt more than he 
appeared to feel, when I stated f(> him the necessity he 
was under of rcturning t(t Mr, B.’s service; lint he 
acknowleitged the jnstiec of my ohservatlons, and left 
me with a promise that lie would follow my advice 
vith a manner which fully indicated that, but for his 
wife and children, he would have preferred deatli to 
-life. On his dejiarture, I gave him a letter to Mr. B., 
ill which, after having given him an account of the 
coinplaiuts of the Hottentot, I informed him that I 
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should consider it my duty, on my arrival at Graham’s 
Town, whea* I should be in the course of a few days, 
to lay the matter before Major Dundas, the landdrust 
of the district, and to call for an iavestig^ation. Being’ 
then on my last journey info the interior of Africa, and 
Wing presst^d for time, 1 could not wait in the district 
till the all’air sltouh! lie setflt'd, and 1 have not since 
heard of tlu* rcsidt ; but, on my return to Cape Town, 
1 waited on the gentleman wins had hired him at Svud- 
leudam, and la' corrol)urate<l to me every part of the 
.statement of tin* Hottentot, .so far as he, as an indi- 
vidual, was comerned. 

It would ccrtaiiily have giw'ii me great satisfaction 
to have heard that mv elfort'^ for thi> poor man iiad 
been sucicsslui, !.>ul my igiioranco i»n this point doonof 
atlix t the pui j'use for which it h.t' been adduced. The 
ikielity ami atcuraev with which this Hottentot detailed 
what related to him>elf; the many ca.>es of a .similar 
nature which had come under tiiy (;l»ervatiua ; the 
simplieiiv and ( oi!'-i->tem v vvlm h pe rvaded the whole 
of .his statement ; the keeping whit h was observable in 
ail the answers lu* gave to the crosN-ijuestions put to 
him ; the situation of a man, placed a.s he was in rela- 
tion to his famiiv, were to me satlslaetory vouchers tor 
the truth of his heari-rcndiitg tale; and atlords a sul- 
ticient illustration of the great .'>ullerings to which the 
Hottentot natitni is e.vposed, by the law of ICcsses. 

In the course ot my remarks on this subject, I have 
ventured to intimate that this law, as it now .stand, s, 

Ls not intended for the [irotts titm of the coloiii.sfs against 
the aggressiotis o( the Hottentots, and the following 
fud will suilice to show fur w hat purpose it is actually 
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On my visit to Theopolis in 1B23, wishing to intro- 
duce the English language at that station, for the mu- 
tual benefit of the emigrants in Albany and the Hotten- 
tots themselves, I seleeted three or four Hottentot Iwys 
from the school, together with a young man W'ho had 
been acting as an assistant in the school, and placed 
them under Mr. Mathews of Salem, to acquire a suffi- 
cient knowledge of the English language to lit them 
f(;r assisting me in the introduction of the plan 1 pro- 
posed, Mr. Mathews was an emigrant fnjrn this coun- 
try ; he bore a very excellent character, and had at 
that time the most res|)e( table school in the district 
under his care. Being himself a religions man, and 
hivourable to the improvement of the Hottentots, he 
entered warmly into my view’s, and otfered iiis services 
on the most moderate t<'rms. A temporary house was 
to }->e erected adjoining the house of Mr. Mathews, by 
the Hottentots at 'rheo[)olis, for the accommodation of 
the little party ; and w hen tliey were not in the .school 
with Mr. Mathews, tliey were to be under the care of 
the assistant teacher, who was married to a respectable 
young woman, who was to take upon herself the domes- 
tic c-arcs of the family. This plan was recommended 
by its cheapness, and other considerations which I 
need not speeilV. After a trial, Mr. Mathews reported 
very favourably of the disjiositions, the talents, and the 
jirogress of his pupils ; and the master and the scholars 
were mutually pleased with each other, and living in 
peace, when they were visited by two local limetionaries 
who demanded their jiasses, rind, finding they had none, 
.they seized them as vagabonds. Mr. Mathews stated 
to them the cireumstanees under which they were 
placed : but neither the respectability of his character, 
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nor the reinonstraiicos he emplt>ye(i, nor the teatrs and 
distjeSxS of the wife of tiic u-ssistant and of tlie hoy« had 
aiiy etreel ; the deteniiinatuai v\as formed on prhieipltjji 
not to he sluik^i tjy mu h t ireiiinstaneei». They were 
driven by the said loeal functionaries to (Graham’s Town, 
a distance of fdh'cn miles, a.s drovers in this country, 
on horsel)ack, are 111 llie Imlut of (irivin;^ their cuttle to 
Smithiiclil iiuukct ; and they were there ciunmitttul to 
the common jail amoiiij the felons. Nor were they 
reieirseti till Mi. Mathew^ and one of llte inissioiiarie.s 
from Theopoli:? (which i> upwards of thirty miies dis- 
tant) appt'ared in person, (<» mhoc.ite tiieir cause; luid 
at length, with great dillii ult\ , (irevailcd in obtaiiuii|r 
their difcharge. Capiaia lloptr \\a>, a) this lime, 
acting landthust at (itaham's Town, ami on hcitig a>ke(l 
by a clergy man id’ the ( Imri h of l■alglaml iiow he, could 
permit .such treaimenl to tiic ihihircu at school, his 
reply w,i.s, '•Tin; I'limuN i> riii. om.v seitooi. iouilot- 
TENTOT.s !’ 



Remarks on the Colonial Proclamation of 


IhjMF., in liis Political DiscoiUhCs, has an essay ou three 
remarkabk* {-ustoin> in thu e of the most celebrated 
ffovennnents that ha\e (‘\isted in the world. If 
any future historian shall ever lake the trouble to draw 
up a list of utrfKious customs \\hich ha\e obtained the 
formalities and sain lions of law under a civilized 
g-overnment. the (\i[)e pntclam.ition of ]>sl’2w’iil cer- 
tainly ha^e, in siuh a record, a di^ino-uished place 
assig’ned to it. 

Aecordin<>' to the laws of the ancient Druids, mas- 
ters of families \iere kind's, and liad the power of life 
and death o\(*r their wives, chddrcn, and slaves. The 
Spartan laws rei^arded children as the property of the 
state, but the education <ii\en them wa^ intended to pre- 
pare them for di^( hareine;' the imjxirtant duties of citi- 
zens, and the system liad the sanction of the parents. 
The children of slaves are the pioperty of their mastej^, 
and are, like the parents, at their dispo^aI : but the case 
before iis is cT a c Iwracter perfeetlv anomalous. The 
parents am acknowledgc'd to he frem, while they are 
liable to have their children torn from them, and dis- 
posed of without their came urreiice. 

lly this proclamation a colonist can claim any child 
of a Hottentot who has been born ujion his premises, 

* For the Proclamation, sec APPJENoii, 
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aa<I wlio has amved at the a^e of eif^ht yea|»,? uu 
appix'ntice” (to wsite the (ethnical laugaagO' of (jig 
coiun\) fur ten )ears lunger, ll is difficult to si^.wiikh 
is most to be the injustiee, tlie iskiRsimity 

or the pernicious ( onseqiieaces of this n^^julation. 

What would Ik' said of an attcm[jt to introduce sjjch 
a regulation in rolatinu to the lower ciasso of sueietyin 
this free Ci»un try I Vet 1 know of no pnneiple whiih 
could be urged in l']uglaud agaiiivt mr Ii a measure wlncli 
may not 1)C utged against its applaatiou to tlie families 
of Hottentots, rile IloUenfot.s do nut full behm the 
inhabitants of (beat Hritain in the strength itf, llieir 
aft’eetions fur tlu'ir thiUhvn ; and, d you le.ivo them to 
find a market fur their own labour, they i-aii provide 
for them with much more eaM' than the working classes 
in Euro|te can piovidu for lin ir ullspring. Deprived 
(.f hb tattle, of the land of his fathers, of j)cr>i»>naj 
libeiiy, and of the piotei tion of law, and left entirely at 
the inerey of those whose iniercsf if is to ojiptvss and 
cheat him in every wav, to (ill n[) the nuMsure of his 
suflerings, he is liable to be robbe<! id' his only eaithiy 
constdation, his (Inhlri’n ! 

The prtdext cnijiioved in the prodamation tuju'lib 
this unnatural praitne is, that it is !ie(es,ary as aii m- 
demnilicatioii to the i ohmisis li,i liie support allowed to 
the children in thou mfatK y. hi lepfy to this arguiliciii. 
it may be reinarkiHl, in the winds of < olunel Collins. 
‘Mhatthe childn n are s( Irloni ut'.med till they are tvio 
years of age, and that it is a well-kimwii fart that they 
are turned to SOino useful pnipow in the houses of tlio 
farmers as soon as they uui < raw! about ; and it is 
fact ctjually well known, that wlani lltey reside in 
huts of their |aireiils, they are chiefly and almost c«' 
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tirely by them*.” I ha?r 6ne cfee before 

me> ill which a faymer, having lost his stock, was, with 
his fftOilly. for several years <lepeiident upon the milk 
cows and the labour of a Hottentot family. While the 
farnter and hfe femily continued in this state of depen- 
dence, the family of the Hottentot was, 6f course, 
treated with kindness ; but with an alteration in feiS 
circumstances the temper of the farmer underwent a 
change, and, when the Hottentot, j)roposed charting 
his place of residence, the gruh'ful boor })reYented hfia 
from executing his intention by going to the next'ina-^ 
gistrat^ aud getting the chiidrea of the Hottentot ap- 
prenticed to him. 

The Hottentot looks in vain for a mcthoid to escape 
from the ojicration of this cruel law. If, by changing 
his service, he eludes the claims of the larmer, he falls 
into the hands of the local authorities of the district. 
His unfortunate situation reminds us of the thr^ten- 
ing — •“ If they osca})e from the weapons of iron, the 
how of .steel strikes them through.” The pretext that 
the law is designed to prevent the children of the Hot- 
tentots from I)eii)g ex{)osed to the danger of starvation, 
may have imposed upon the distinguished individual 
under whose authority it was issued; but every one ac^ 
quainted with the state of the colony must be satisfied 
that this pretext is entirely fallacious. The Hottentots 
at the missionary institutions not only provide for their 
own children, but it frecpiently happens that, in addi- 
tion to their own families, they |)rovide for the destitute 
children of others. Indeed, this cliaritable disposition 
i« carried so far, that the missionaries are never 

* GoHius's Rejxirt to dovenimetit. 
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tmabW for the orphans dT ihift|ii»i@Ett(^ 

ai tltcir iQ^ta|tp))& the tlisUuit retalivea iMcid nefgh^ 
hours- of ifttch chiMreu being always ready # adopi 
Ihear, and fur them. Do away with the im- 

q^dtfl^in^trictiou^i uinhjr whicii th^ peoj^e are pla^^ 
arid allow them to have Uie means (tf obtaining afeir 
pfit® ibr their labour, and their atlectioii lorjtiieir off. 
spring will do all that h letjiiuvdfor their preservation, 
Attotlier plea urged in defence of 

tt|l^ system, n.unelv, that Hottentots are delicientia 
<kihf^y ntrectious to their thildreu, is as false in fad, 
as it is <*[tpo-'ite to soun<i jmnei[)ies of plulHtipby. 
The' passipi!'' ami instimt'. lu tessary for tlrf prefer* 
vatioo'^of huiiiaa spot Jes are htile dependent U|vm 
tilt! resisoniags^ud ivlniements of men, and are often 
more sftrtWigly evuued in the lowest than in the highest 
grades of s(V*ietv. (.an we »up{>oso, ft»r a moment, 
Author of tnir nature, who ha,s imparted to the 
inf>st timid brutes mi attathment to their )ouug, whicl 
fli^et them bohilv ri^k their lives in their defence, 
leave anv portion of onr race, in their more 
helpietiS condition, uiibont a provision for them afioid- 
Ing an o<jmd secmitv ! It is. on the contrary, natural 
^ sOpjMlHSe that llu‘ ojiptc'sions of the pai'eiits should 
iiicre.tse than lessen their att<u'hment to tlieif 
chilareil'j and, ill jsaiit of fact, the Hiaiten^^s ‘'i 
Ipeaifend are remarkable for an excess of attit^onlor 
fhi^voSspring'. 'Hie .sep.mitntn.s of ptoreiitsMd cbil- 
iatk^, htt\e lurnished the most hearl^reudifl^ 
-iWSnes that Illave witnessed in South Altdihn: an<l, 
letter now before mt?#/rom a respectable individual in > 
cflillBy^4i« this subject, the writerl alter exi»^' 
inn^the nititii unqwlilied ceitiiuii? of wa 
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perbai^^ any othu^ instnnnciit' of c^pressiou in exist- 
encc; a^« — I I^rt-rendiiig-, indee d. x^jS ^0' 
lamentations il^,iy[ften )ie.« trom llotfcT^i^^^thei^ albc^l 
the f 6 s 3 of their (hil^ren.” h 
*| lie colour of justice jrivcn to tins measure, undeip 
the pretence that it is intended as an indemnificatit^ 
to the farmer, ^anlshei before the simple fact, thatf_,fdiQ 
local magistrate ma’y, at his pleatanrc, sot aside lligi 
claims of tlie farmer, and disjinse of tlie children ^ 
others, a case which often oceurs, ccithont allowin^liiliiS 
leg'al iHdinant unv remuner.ition Vecording to’^pie 
piDclaraafiou, not onl> is the child to be apprenffced 
to the person who lias ihaintained it, ai^d ^ith whonji 
therefore, tlie jiarents hace Ined cig'ht ) ears and ug* 
wards, and to whom then, ])eihaj»s, might feel less re- 
pugnance; but, as if it weie detei mined to place the* 
whofe Hottentot pojml.itnm at the mercy of the officers 
of government, and, at all e\(>nts, to oppress the 
|>eople, it is proculed, in the la''t daiisp of tliis ait^cle,' 
that *Mhe landdrost is anfhon/Ld to bind such Hof- 
tfifcttot"Hinto siuh other humane jieison within his dis- 
trict, &c.” No notice wiiate\cn taken by thec^lonial^ 
law, let it be obsci 1 ed, of the ! loti eatot patents : the 
landdrost is ceded with this fortnidabie control, and 
that, I0O, wHSiout tlie least legaid to the feelings or the 
rights of a parent oc er his otfspi ing, or of the feedings 
of the ch|jid in tills foKible absti action from its parent. 

a provKion in tins proclamation^ binding the 
famStei^ to haVethe births of the ohildren born on his 
premises registered, it may be supposed that there can 
ll^^^BipOsiticJh jcspectiug the age| of the"^ children, 
the canse may arise from, I pir sorry^to 
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lh«t tlie^ su}>posifioa is at \«riatuc witii facts *, and 
t ba\ c frequent!) |tad my afteiitiim ealled to cases in 
whuli >ming^ j^ople, who li.ul urriM'dl at till? ai^es of 
fourteen and "mteen )oai'., li.nu lM*eu ratedj at that 
period erf life, as beiniy eiiflit )eai> of age oiilv^ and 
(hen apprentuod fi>r ton \o.irs In one case of this 
nature, after homij a'-»uiod h) llie Im al authorities of 
tlie dislrut tiiat an apptentKed !k)v was not more than 
jeais "f ai^e, i pnaed, h\ the evidt'me of the 
• at tthnsc pi u i' lie na'- hdin, that he %\as fifteen 
of a!4e at th-' ven time lie uas < 
them as a ( hild iU't (\(eotlm<?- < ij^ht 
Tins fait, hen e\ to, uaiild nut h.oe hi'cii so easily es- 
tablished, if it h.id not Ih'i It that iho mai>istrate hid 
used hts di'pi'ii'iiiif p iwei m thisiaso, in faking the 
boy from tlie fainiM nith whom the falliei ioid, and 
ingi\ing him to .mother, \iho h.id no other claim upon 
him, than ihaiMith whn h tin- ma^.'-tsti.ito invested Imn 
Theie uas no chaiLfooj inhnmanitv bionohl ai>aiust (he 
master from whom he was t.iken, an I. what .iirgrav atod 
this ai-so, the Iniv w.is t iki n lioin his former master 
against Ills own im hnation ,md tlu' wohes of his 
father; and v.t tiu-' soparation was made by one o( 
the most lumiaiif aud kmd-heaited magistrates in the 
Colony . 

In cotmlriis, whoie cjim class of beings odnsiflcr 
attotlier as of an infotioi race, sue!) im ongnntic's pass 
unuotifed, and tho\ am never moarded as iueonsiv 
ieiicies umoi^ thosf misfortune to 

have Is^'ii brought np in the midst of such prc'jndices. 
It has been justly remaikc'd by an eminent writer, 
although b) the isihtitution of dilleient societies, uncciual 
privileges are Ix'Stowed on their members^ and although 


ippren|ced by 
vears of age 
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justice itfelf requires a proper regard to Such privi- 
jeges^ yet he who lias forgotten that men were origi- 
nally equal, easily degenerates into the slave, or, in the 
capacity of a master, is not to he trusted With the rights 
of his fellow on‘atures. 

j have now before me the ea‘;e (jf two girls, residing 
at the institution of Ih'thelbdorp, who were claimed by 
two farmer';, on the auth<n it \ of this [iruclamation. The 
farmers st.ited theM- eirK to be the one eleven, the 
other twelve years of aoc ; and on thi> ground their Ser- 
vices were churned for si\ and seven years. I'he eldest 
girl, allegj'd to lx* only twelve yeaiN of age. by the 
farmer, appiMiiiig to tlie mi^''io)iaiy not to be under 
twentv-funr, .out the \ounoe''t not much less, he con- 
^ideivd it Ills duty to inakt' the landdrost, Colonel 
Cuvier, ucqnaintt'd with this gross imposition. 'Hie 
landdrost, after nscivingthc '•talemeiit of the niissioii-^ 
ary, still 1 (cr''ist('d, novi'rtlieh'ss, in siijijioiiing the un- 
just claim-' of the eoloni^l'', and n iti rated his demand 
that the vouiio wi.men -.honhl be wivt-n ii|) to him. An 
appeal wa^ then made to lii'‘ < olonial government in 
favour of the girl", by the mi-sionarv, c ontaim’ng cir- 
(uuKtantial detail--. No atlcnipl was made by (he 
eolunial govenuiient to ( ontiovi'it thi-s stutenumt ; but 
the only communK atioii vvliidt he received in answer to 
ills appeal, wa-- a < onlinnation of an oilicial note ro- 
veived from Colonel Cuyh-r. stating that no Hottentots 
aeie to be reeeived into the institution of Bethels- 
dorp, without a pi'inh'-^ion, in wilting, signed by (hat 
functiunary. And thus the evenqilarv eondnet of the 
iiiis.sionury, which had well entitled him to the appro- 
hatioii of tbe colonial government, wa.s the oec<tsiuii 
of depriving the iiLslitution and the oppressed Hotteii- 
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I1je claiijite ia the proclaTnatioii now beforo ns, which 
hafe a nifw*n(M'lb the Immiuiity to wh«»n 

ifte yoong: Hotfentots an^ te In'^tippn^fifw, was no 
^oubt teievolentlv intended hv the respef'fsiMe noblis.. 
roan under whose aulhoritv it \\a«i i>‘>ned; hut it is in 
realHy UfOiNc than U'-elew, vinre jf t onet'.d'*, Utaler a 
colfitor of Minp ifliv tor the injured partv, an ai t fraue-ht 
Itehb the ^'reate^'t iniUstiM* and inhnni inity. 

lamidiu'-t in the (uiorn Ini'? taken to him* 
self the er edit of t hi*, ptoi lain.itinn ; and lie oUen re* 
minds the boor*-, w !t!> inui h *c !f ( oniphtn nev, that fliey 
have him to thank ! n die a<h uitat;e'. ■nhii h (he\ de* 
riwfi^ it. tfad thi'* indnidna! kojO his own seiiet. 
iWJtnite very eharaih-r it mi^^ht ha\e hemi Mipposed to 
'^ve proceeded from smli a fjnurtn, from the ieainense 
juitronage it throws niio tho hinds of the local aullio- 
ritie.s. It is to this soum,- that wi* ate to h»ok for aft 
<SlEpla«ati|)n of the (.netlMt is reqeired to he ('verdsed 
’^^0 the huroauitt o( the mastei' to whom the yhiing’ 
THdItentots were to lx- ,t|tjirenfR!’d Some plausible 
l^text was nen'vs.in, if it had hren lot nothin^ more 
Iban to blind tin e\es of the iroxenior, heton' aiiv Iwpe 
cduld lx‘ qatertaitu’d Ihat he miolit lx* mflneed to lend 
his name alld aiithoM?\ for stw-h an ohjeot ; and this is 
'SBoi the onh iustanf** in whuh the most honourable 
'thaWies have Imth prosjimtod to tmeraii assm^tion of 
powef at with the dealest ritrlifs of justice aftd 

'roliiitenitf. 4 

* Amouf; other evils resultin'^ from this proHamaiitw 
it roust he Oti the sli^rhiest redttt-tiou, thfit the 

actSfrt^ deposes of the etuhlNn in Ibis 
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|>erpetftat0 the slavery of thf- 
pai^nts aM «f^||»e whole family, reaching in 
cases fiftwn on© genemtioii to another. ^ In a jottihe^ 
which 1 into the interior of the ooWiy in IB^ I 
lodged im nij^ts at the house of a respectable £iiper,* 
who had a number oT Hotfentot.s in bis serviod, tliathad 
belonged to the missU»nar\ station of Znurbrack. before 
it was broken up in constHpieinx* of the raeastjrm pUr* 
sueii by the toloni.d goxeniment. Pointing tO ohe 
family, consisting of ten brothers, the gnjater part, of 
them born on the missionary institution, he renwked 
to mewith great simplicity, “iThat family, sir, is my 
wealth: they are better to me Ilian shoes, for they 
cost me nothing; and I shall lm\e them apprenticed 
to tne till they arc tweidy-fne, perhaps till they aro 
twenty-nine vears of age, and perhaps I may boablotO 
keep them for ever.” 

Among the many evils arising from the prodlgida* 
fion, one of the greatest still remains to be considered. 
As early impressions are tlie most abiding, and asfbe 
futme character is formed in earh lile, thd "habits, 
quired during these ten years’ bondage, must 9tie|| 1j& 
the individual during life : and a very sorimis qitesiiog 
arises out nf these eireumstam es, namely, what are dtc 
habitatboy«a»ng Ib^ttentots are likely !<» at quire during 
this sef^tnde ? The prim i pie on which Ac parents 
are treated worse than the common slaves, places tb© 
ehildrea of the Holientols in a svorse condition tbw 
that of the slave ehildnm. Fnder tlie influeof'C of thc^ 
selfeh fet'lings, whii h it is the tendency qf the .system 
to generate and strengthen, the masicm do not 
that interest in tliem which they ilo in a RtarketabI# 
property ; and tie com^aeuce is, that tlic youiig|Jo^’* 
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farm-htMisea, pft‘ftera% a|mkijig, ex- 
ybti uiiujh stjTdBger jnarljs of deg^railatioii wi^teh' 
ikmi Uje of their own oge. Tlii« 

I'eniark U app|»qal)le to both wxes ; but tlie cotiditiou 
of tlm ytjuug lloUentot females is esj)i*cially to be dc- 
plott'd. Exposed a> tlu>y aix‘, often without the pro* 
ieetioil of their |Hue!it>, and mixt'd with a slave jm^ui- 
lalion, from fourteen t«» eighteen, twenty or twenty-five, 
ymrsofage, their muial degradation is almost inevit- 
able ; and what iws a \oaug woman left, when her vir- 
tim and res|)e( tahihtv ate tjone.' Were this the only 
evil feahu't! of the poN lamatioii, it wotild be bad 
enough to rtiulerit a diNyr.ae to auv eomitry ; and for 
all tin; mist hievoits t-det t* to wlmh it ‘ii\es rise, it does 
not prtvsent a sinule j» iitiile o( etmipeusaliou to the in- 
j«a*d parties, i’liatthey mijuht h.tve been in sitnatkin.s 
er^Uidly bad, i" <er)antt\ no apology lor iiaving placed 
them by law in the \uy wo|st po-.-,ibl<' < omiition, 'Ihe 
former suppusiiuni t*. howeNcr, lar fn>m i»eing appli- 
cable U> tJic yoiine: I' lnal **' at the missionary institu- 
tions. Many of thorn, no dnubt, at those stations, as is 
equally the «;L>e with man\ vunnen in the most favour- 
able cin um>tautes in i ivdi/i d i-oiintiies. rnay turn out 
ill; but I am bojiic out Iw f.n ts which havr* (onse under 
my own ob'ersation, when I state, that a large projKtr- 
tion of tius young woimui at onr in-titutionft are ex- 
tremely well f;roughT u[>; and tliat tlieir maimers and 
tJteirwijole apjM arance form a sft iking contrast to the 
female apprentices in the liouscs td tlu* colonists. 

It was oiige renuuked to me by one of the most in- 
fdlliggiit magistrates m the Cape eolunyj that ‘*^the 
pmelamation of Ibii h .s studed the dcgivwlution of the 
Hottentots. It is," he added, “ one of the most infatnons 
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pnblio aclf '^at^lsver cVisgra^iiS any coantry; the evils 
t 0 w'bieh it%ives rise arc incalculable ; ari^ for the honour 
of tin; country, ns well as fmm a principle of humanity 
ttovaitls this oppressed jMxiple, who are writhing under 
its cruel did debasing operation, 1 cordially wish to see 
it lefHjaled.” 

'I’he following abstract of a ciise which has been 
comrmnucated to me, ^vith all its melancholy and moving 
details, bvtlic iiittdligf'ntaiul resjiectuble individual who 
acted such a credital)le arid humane part to the distressed 
family whost^ fate it involved, will sene to funiish an 
iliustmtion of the use and abuse of thii proclamation, 
in this ease a fanner j)iireliases an aged slave, on the 
nndefstood arrangement between the buyer and the 
s('ll('r. that the purchaser was to have in servitude the 
wife of the slave, a Hottentot woman, and her five chil- 
dren, notwithstanding that they wen; well able to sup- 
]»ort thein>elves, and that two of the cbildreu were 
already in the eni[)loym<‘(it of a third ])arty. Tlie claim 
is at first disallowed by the laiuldrost, apparently more 
from caprice than fntm any sen-e of its injhsticc, and 
two of the children (l>oys) are permitted to enter into the 
service of other [lersous. 'Hie pnn baser of the slave, 
however, aftervwirds emerges horn astute of poverty and 
insigni^utee : In^ becomes a wealthy mati, and is ap- 
pvinted Ik beemra.ul. With the alteration of his circum- 

stances the magistrate’s view of his claim is likewise 
altenMl. 1 hi is now permitted to take by forev' into ser- 
vitude two of th<i daughters away from tlie mother. 
He renews his prefenvions to enthral the whole family, 
and in this he Ls now ounntenaneed and supported by 
the landdmst, who actually proilnces the bm)ks kepi 
tlte purpose of registering apprentices, to show that 
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ill tibi fiva diildrcn had apprenti^, this Ixwjr 
i|PRe tears agt>, though ho formerly resisted his aafitt 
elalttij, and notwithstanding that .wme of the childTOi 
were then below the age lixtHi foPj^tlieir be ing appren. 
Hoed by the goternment prorlamation. Tlieww heem* 
rauid next endeavonrs to get po^ses‘>ion of one of the 
st^sgwho was hired, under contract, to a gentleman in 
Idle neigblK)urht)od, In tins attempt, he is mono than 
teednded by the landdrost, who, instead of employing 
his influence and oflicial authority in repressing such a 
sha»if?h|l {)0)CW(ling. converts them into an engine of 
Oppression, and tries, by e\efv urtiliee of ( tinning and 
Hittmidiition, to huhu'e thi" gentieman to surrender tlio 
boy t«) the farmer. Fnrtnnatel\ . h<' had an inde* 
pendent and |es(divte pf‘rsr>n to deal with, who tvsisfed 
and baffled air his aftempts to earr’i his p»iint ; and, in 
the end, the hoy was p<'rmitted to remain and serve, out 
his tune with this gentliMnaro Defoated in his attempts 
to enslave tlie whole farnilv, the nmeotir of the merci- 
less boor was directed a<raiiist the father, who was his 
ptirchased slave, lie had drivim away the wih', when 
he found he could rnakf' nothing nuae of her and her 
children* from her uMtal place of abode, alleging 
that her remaining in the nt'ighfionrhorwl indm'ed his 
slave (her husband) t<»\ i-.it her, wliich he would not 
rdlow ; and, en one o<‘ca.sion in partu tilar, {l)esides 
t^ng in the habit ((f maltreating both the slave and 
his wife,) when she went to see her husband, who was 
Siftki he beat iier with such brutal Molenee, as to leave 
tile marks on her laid) for a long time afterwards ; and 
this for no other reason than becauw he found her 
yiiiiting husr husband, whom he had doomed tp 
ted to whom this inhuman master said, “ that M 
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pnifon (0i0^k dk) m hUltfemt ofm coimqmm^ 
ittjim.'* * *t%© slave wa« at last incapaeitatad by 
and sickness from further exertirm, but, even in thw ex- 
tremity, master, would allow rieitber the irib iw 
childituj w visit or administer to the wants of tliisk t«i- 
fortunate old man. He remained, therefore, he^ess 
and fotlom in hi- solitaiy hut, labouring- uudar 
weight of age, lameness by palsy, aJid a violent attack 
of gravel. Deprived of assi-tance, in excruciating 
pain, he was sinking- fast, when his master presented 
Ininself, repeating his former d(tom, that he .should 
peri-h, and adding, with insulting j)ri(ier tliat ^*he was 
paid tin-.’' He tln-n asked v>hy his wife and children 
dk! nut redeem him. W hen the poor slave requested 
to know what tin- meant, he wa.s told that his wile mid 
tlnklren ha<l plent\ ofealtle, and ihight Wr) weUspare 
a team of oxen, with which they ought purchase his 
foH'dotn. d he -la\e sent the me—age to his wife, who 
immei!iatelv hastened to eolhst ten oxen, and pre>* 
senled them as a raii-om for her dyuig; husband, 
lint tlie ma-ter was not sati-lied with 0iem, and 
wanttnl to Iniv^ the pick of all their eattle. I’bo 
shue W5W now sinking tiKt, and a few days after- 
wards his lapac tons and inhuman master .sent a massage 
to iiifunp hi.s wtli', tiiat he would next day remove the 
old .slave to a distant farm of his, and that if she wanted 
to tt'deem hitn, she must eoneludo tlie bargain that 
day. In haste the y>ife and her rtdatives eolka-ted tlieir 
oxt-n, hurnmeil some otlnws, and, having purchased 
the lilierty of the poor old man, they brought him to 
the housty of tlie ivsjaH-table individnal who rekteil td 
tne this ease. A rqt^ieal gt'nllemau, distinguislied for 
bis professional skill Ikod liuiawiity, was sent for, hut 
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jfep.ea^oavoiu's, were >aitn : by a wilful 

o»^ tbe part of his late owner, fiis (jiiseaso had 
beosMac iacurable. All that could be done was to al- 
toyaito his misery by a surgical t^ptpation, ^i|^rtificatioii 
had ciiinnienced, and a few tluys afterwards Ito expired 
to toe aruis of his wife and children, listening to a 
hyiiW which he had re(}ue.'.tod them to sing. 

THre fcdlow'ing reniarks, furnished b) tlie geidleman 
■who favmired tne with the afteetiiig details of this case, 
will be read with interest: What iniustu:t',’’ ult- 

serves he, “ has be<'n done to the character of the 
Hottentot pec|>le, by n'ln'i'sentiiig them as scarcely 
p^sessetl of a human mind! line we see a woman 
sacrifkug,'- the prime of her life to nurse ;uid comfort 
her husbaiKl, whvtse haixl fate it was not oidy to be a 
slave, but th#%luve of aji inhuman master. V\'e scv 
the same wt^miaii exposing lier>elf to hardships and 
brutal treatment, in Mrdcr to eonsuie him under the 
miseries kmeath which lie was sinking-. W hen deatii, 
the hist and best iViend of slaxes, was rapidly ap- 
proac lung, and no hojH's could he entertained of a 
cotdimianee of life t<> the sniferer, this failidu! and 
affec-tioiiate Hottentot uonum, and her children, into 
whom she had iustilleii her ow n si'iitiments, hastened 
cheerfully to sju riliee tlieir hard-t'arned propy’ity to 
purdia^ the few hours of remaining life, ip which 
(hey roigftl minbler, without inolestulion, to the com- 
fort df; the dying husbiUKl and fatiier! And will any 
rattonal persiut then vruiture to allirm, with these 
details before him, that the two danghtens, seized by 
this faimaer* ami constrained to serve him, under the 
sjinctkm of the magistrates authority, will bo brought 
up better than they would have toen with such a 
mother I” ’ 



K is, Indecsdfyw'ply to bo latirtcbfed that 
govertfrhent should hax'c thus sealed thfe (tegtadatibo of 
the hlofteutots, and signed its own diSgracte, by ^^vlRg 
a leg-a! sj|i|i:dion to t|te very worst grievance (ifthe iJufch 
system ; and which has been justly stigniatizetl' by 
Barrow, in the following passage in hisTra#!§:— By 
a resolution of the old govertnnent, as unjnst ks it Rrak 
inhuman, a peasant was allowed to claim as his pro- 
perty, fill the age (»f fivc-and-twenty, all the children of 
tilt' ilottentnts in his service, to whom he had giveii^ in 
their infancy, a morsel of meat.”* 

Before conchuling this chapter, I shall add a leR’ 
stricture^ on flu' 0/;g(7c/'tax, whi( h was first levied on 
flic Hottentots at the missionary institutions in 1814, in 
coiisequeiice of a proclamation issued that year, as it 
adds co»)si(leraf)iy to the grievances endured by this 
nnfortunafe race. 

'i’he proc lamation of Sir .lohn Cniddi^ck, n^gnlating 
and fixing the rate of the colonial taxes, \r,ts ])ubtished 
on the 1st of April 1^1 1, and the lit>t intimation to the 
missionaries at Bc'thelsdorp, informing them that the 
Hotfentot-S in the missionary inslitiifions were to be 
taxrd on the same principles, and according to the 
same rale, as the colonial inhabitants, was comrauni- 
cutttl td them in a h'lter from (^olonel Cuyler, the lands 
drost of I ateidiage, to Mr. Head, dated f^*pt. 1811. 

The manner in whieh the Hottentots wviv eoflected 
at Bethelsdorp, under Dr. Vanderkeittp. has been 
already relatc'd. 'I’lie poptdatiori of the settlement, at 
its (ominencement, was compost'd of Hott^ols who 

* Rurrow*# Travels, vol. i., p, 9i. 
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had been pftffvicHisly^ a savage statefl||l4 ^^fVe<l 
€|^|s%'bf plunder, tlie lands of Hetlielscloi^) W'ere graiirt- 
ed lo Dr. Vanderkemp lor the purpose of beginning an 
iiisdtntion to attempt to reclaim an^civilize ti^ wander- 
, bwdes of this ix’ople at that time in thc‘ district of 
^itenha^: Bethelsdorp is a dry place, and can seldom 
be .cnltivated with advantage: it was not selected by 
DrWanderkemp, as has been erroneously stated hy 
d^iin writers and travellers: it was assigned to him, 
as Ve have shown, as a teniporarv irsidence, until a 
' .better phwe shonhl be tixe<l upon ; hut the protni.ses tjf 
"life CsohMiiat E^veniiiienf ou tins point were never fiil- 
fiUid, and bis attempts to prot uie a more suitable place 
provM fruitfc’ss. ^ 

Ibis missiap ha,> been eontinued at liethefsdotp by 
the will of tlM' colonial government, and not bv anv 
fault of the missionaries. In fact it is evident, froni the 
letter of Sir .hthn Ciaddovk tt» Mr < amjila’ll % and 
frrtm the whtde of the eondtift of goveninu’nt in re- 
gani to Ilcthelsdorp and the other institutions, that it 
was the d«4tign of the eolonia! government that the f tot* 
lentots should n<>t !«• placed in situations where they 
could provide effectnaliv for themselvc*^, or bmime any 
thing tvetter than K*rvants to the roloiiists. This will 
more distinctly appear from (he tidlowing extrads <if a 
Correspondence between Mr. Head am! ( 'oionct Cbylcr 
Oir tlitl pbjeCi , and u[>ou vvliich I shall take the liberty 
of maliftg some < omments. 

Mr. Read^ Unding that it wa.s determined that the 
Hottetitots at the l^'tladsdorp institution shwild he 
taxed actOfding to the nde lixed tor the r;olo«ial 
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latiojii ^ler for wlat hfe was abcpt to say* 

goes on to state bis objections, in tbe following tefi|iS{ 
— “ ln_ the tii’ftt place, we are sorry Uiat the year has 
HO far eia|)8od befu^ this information has been c»ir- 
mimkated.*^ The h(‘ar€ity of the times is well 
in this part of the coimtrv. The failure of owr hifit 
harvest, and the loss «if live hundred head of eidlle 
towards the end of the last year and the cororaen^^ 
lufiit of this, owinjc to the want of grass, render the 
jioojile quiUi imprepared Ibr such an opgaaf. The scat^ 
terod state of the peo[>ie is likewise a \er) unfavourable 
circuinstanee, insomuch thsitwe fear, before the present 
opgaaf could terminate, the one for I'slo would cOfU'* 
nicncc* ; so that, in ahont si. v or seven months, nearly 
seven thonsaad tiv-dullars will have to be paid by the 
lloltcutots of this iiiHtitiiru)ii--a thing, t# believe, im- 
possible. " Having stated the above objections, he 
proceeds, in his own name and in the name of hie 
fcliovv-mi.Hsiunaries, to make tlic following i-easonable ' 
oHpiest : — “ iViualier circumstance we hope goveru- 
incntvvill Uke into ( on si deration, namely, that Bethels- 
doip hits alwavs been a reteptacle fur worn out and 
helpless people from ddVerenl parts of the country* 
'Ihese peo[)k‘ have bi'en, in part, snpporte<l by eollec* 
tiuHs made on Suiulavs by our people, until sonie 
months ago, when tiieir number and tircumslaucea 
became so (iistres.sing, tliat we were obliged tp have 
recourse to iVimids at the (’ajie, to whose liberafity wo 
iO'c greatly indebted, llie nmnb(‘r supported, either 
by private or pulilie chanty, is upwards of thuly-six* 
besides ^r|)haus.”— “ We hope governmei^^tU e*.- 
t'lnpt sugh individuals fnmi the inquired opgaaf. la 
fhe account of cattle whi^h we iiad the honour to trat% 
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lait to y««i, we made a retam including' even the aatHe 
belonging to the missionary society, as likewise the 
cattle belonging to the. missionaries allowed Jby the 
socsiety for tlieir support. We iiumhly hope govern. 
Mient will exempt the missionaries from the ^penses of 
the above opgaaf, otlierwise they will have to apply to 
thi^soc'iety for additiomil support.” To this statement 
ttiid request, government made the following reply : — 
‘Mlis Exwllency sees nothing in Mr. Read's reriroii- 
strance.s which should prevent the missionary establish- 
ment of Relheis<lor[) from paying the sfiine propoilimi 
of fa.xes which is charged to tfie other inhabitants of 
your distrkrt.” 

Now', without adverting to that part of Mr. Read’.s 
plea res|H?C‘ting th<‘ sick, the aged, the infirm, and the 
orphans,, and with the other cir( umstaiices only of this 
case before im*, 1 am not a little surpristMl, that 
government should have c(>me to this cf)nchtsion, and 
that such an answer should have bt'en .‘'Cnt to the re- 
mmistrances of the missionarv. Allowing that land, 
moveable property, and wages, are legitimate siibjeets 
of taxation, on what prin( iple ( an it be aftirmed that 
people without any land, excepting the t'ommon ground 
allowed for a missionary institution, and vvithout any 
moveable property fa^aring any eonjparison to the 
property of tlie colonist> in the distritt, shonld be 
assessed a<t^>rding to the rate at wliich the Iwtors are 
taxed ; and that a {leofde not posst*ssirig one-eightielh 
jiart of the land of the district, even accounting tiie 
IfUiid of the institutitui as their own property, should 
ho cxmipelled to pay onodtvelfth, or one-fommuitli, of 
tlm faxes colleeted in that district t 
Ute injustice of tliis tox will bo still more evidenb 



the aiaeirat.of .wjig'es reeeiviM Jbf ttie Hotteetelis 
is «M>Baj«Med with the sum tiwy have W pay, .in, direct 
taxes, to j^overament in tlw ofHciial repQit <d Cc^tiet 
(jullins h> goverftttieiiit, u» IbOy, ho states, /! that ia 
the distunt parts of the colony a male Hotl^o* re- 
ceives no nwre ia the year than twelve or fiiurte^ rk.- 
dollars, which may be paid in money, clothes, orcay|)$; 
A fenndc obtains much less.” In i'slS, no addition 
had bwm made to the wap^os of the Hottentots ; and 
it will he .seen, before this statement is dosed, that 
their wages amongst the farmers, even in the heart of 
the colony, and ind two lumclred miles from Cape 
Tuna, arc still ccmt inued nith \ery liitie impiovement 
in the rate. By the roll (d the opgaaf, now Wng 
Ix’fure me, for Ibl ), 1 find that the Hottentots at 
lk‘tliei.-dorj>, \Nho paid the opgaaf that year, ^mounted 
to four hiuidred and twenty-six souls, and that the 
nliolo sum i olka'Ud by the oj)<araid anmunttKi to three 
thou!>;ind four hundred and iiflccii rix-dollars/ live 
killings, and four slivers; making the proportiow 
p.ud by I'ach iiuh\iduul eight ri\-doUars and a fmetiott. 
Is iliere any projaalion between twel\e c>r Iburtecti 
rix-tiuUaiss }eari\, which is the common w'agi's of m 
lloltentut, and .the l»urtheu Ixune by that imlivkkud^ 
wlieii he Inus to [)ay two-tliirds of that .sum to gownt- 
iiient in direct (axes 

The following evtrad of a letter from Mr. Jottbort, 
fnisskinary at the institution ol Zoar, iK'iongiug ih the’ 
J^oiitli African Missionary SfK'ietv, in the distrhT of 
‘'^welleiulain, will set this mutter in a clearer fight thaoi 
^'ly reasining tliat < an bo employed on this ,/€inbject 
b is dated the ‘27lh,)une, lti*i4. “ We are here at 
present in a very siluatioQ, tlie half of 
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inhabitants bein^ unable to pay their touces to govern- 
ineiit. I'lwv at e all a})jK>inte«l l<» apjK’tir at the doxstdy 
the id oi next inontli, in order to pay their taxes, with 
a line ; a single person imist pay seven rix-doliars, 
hour skillings ; and a married couph; ten rix-dollurs ; 
or, in ot inability to pav, must go to {)risoiK ll’ 
our ei’ops siioidd tail a second time, a lamine will Ihi 
the dnnulfnl t (it!se!jneii< e. W heat is not to be pro- 
euied hetx' (V>r h-ss than thirty riv-dollars jH'r mnid ;* 
Vye is toeaty rix-tloilars, and l)ar!c^ ten rix-dollurs; 
and tjjc pay of a Hottentot, in ibis quarter, is frota 
tweivo to two rix-doSIaTN per month.” 

Tlio folluwine st Uetneat mav lx' introdueed here, to 
anticipate anv i<*niaik> wliii h mav be made respeetiag 
the tvsomcrs of tin* Hotlentots, lo lesson the <ippres>ivt' 
character of thi- tax ; it is iak(‘(i (i(»m a letter ot Itr. 
V aitderkemp's lu the eohmia! government, dated 3(1 

April, ; Tlie mimbor (»!' Hottentots behtng- 

ing' to this iiotilntioi! : Hetheridoip), '•inee IhUi, is 
twelve litHKlred ami -ixtv -seven, im ludiiig women and 
ehlidren. bVoin liie--o deduct tlin'c Immlred who an.‘ 
now at flelholvdorp, (itt\ who mav l)e iti the military 
m't'Mtv, a lew who died or l.itelv emigrated to (ditler- 
iand, and the romamdei', amoimtiiig to at least eiglit 
hundred, wtll !«■ toimd among the Ikmus.” 

1 have no --tateniont ol the >ame nature up to l<sM; 
l>«t as no new means ot Mdisistom e were tiirnishcd 1" 
tlie pefvftle in the intervmiiiifg period, we are warnuitcd 
in concluding^ that Bethclsdorp funiished as great a 
projxnlimi rd’ its inliabitants to the boors i/t 1^11 
it did in IbUi. Hedueting the lilty a( conrittHi lor h) 

♦ A ihuhI is a mtasure coiitaitiiug thr^e Wiiichesl«r bustieb. 
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(leafli and emigration^ twelve hundred and seventeen 
remain, fifty of wheni are in tlie army. As these fifty 
so!(li<'rs were liealtliy, and probably young men, the 
cornpulsory ahstnietion of such a number must have 
had a distressing influence on the institution, keeping 
i!i mind that those drafted for the Cape regiment gene- 
rally !ea\e their wives and children, and all their aged 
and inlirrn relaiivt's, at the missionary institutions.* 
'J'o the I'acts now brought forward, and the remarks 
made upon them, I ma\ add, that this tax is confmed 
in its operations to the Hottentots at the mis.sionary 
institutions : anti that it is a direct tax upon tlie 
institutions, I'rom wliidi Hottentots who are living 
aiiiunir the fanners, and \^lnl are not members of a 
nii^sionarv institutitm. are exempted. Were this tax 
le\ied upon those Hottentots unlv who have pnxured 
u.iggons, or who had the means of making money 
liesides what is to !)(' made in the service of the fann- 
ers, it would be. liable to less itbjeelion ; but what 
ran be saiil in })alliati(>n of an impost wliieh is made 
to iK'ar with such an intolerable pn'ssure upon the 
liotieidot.s belonging to our inslitiiti(»ns, while others 
are exempterl from its o[)erations I — \\ hy single out 

* \S\‘ luniiiit suji(>use tlr.it tlirre rmiM be many rllVct'oe men iu 
tiH- liiri-e hmiih'fil Dr. VaiulerUaiijt iiuaitiou.'i as ha\ itijj been left at 
15, llicbdiii ji. 'I'akitst;' al! tlu ><' t imim'-l.uices ituu cunsiiloration, 
aiii! aiimitiiii" that thi,’ statcmciit <'t Dr. \ aiwlrrkemp in iS07 nwy 
!»t' taken as a stambfrd tbr Is) 4. il is a matter u!' surprise, bow a 
I’eiipU;, reeeiviitjf Iron) twelve to iwcuiv ri\-iloUars per amutro, 
'iHih! aii'ord tu pav, uiihin a lew itiontlis, (lie (.ipija.i iorttvo years, 
•■'iiuniniiiig 1(1 sixtrrn ris'iio’l.ir^,. une stiM-r. and (inir-siN.lhs. It is 
imi MirprlsiiiH- M, g,.;,,} Hhuuld have deciarcii, on Uif projwsal 
"I tin- op^fiai, that d was impnssibk ; but the wonder is, how go« 
'ernmtjut could thiuk it possible. 
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|KK»r cixMtufp.'s wluj have tlit’ir names pn tl»o i‘oii 
of a pjissiouarYj^ as the oal) victims fur such oppret^ 
sfoa'? , , , 

Mr. Jeubert having mentioned lliat the Hottentots 
ofiiis ifistitution were summoned to the drostdy on 
the 1st July, lbi2, to pay their opgaaf, adds that, in 
default of payment, they must go to prison, l^xtking 
over that letter, and rt'marking' that half the |>eoj)!e in 
the institution were ini;d)le to pay their o[)g<ud’, a 
question will naturally ari-'C — \V hat is government to 
do with these ]H'u[)le — how is [uiyment to lx; enforced 
- — and what g-oud can he d<tne Itv sending so many 
people to [>risor) ! 'I'his mvsteia will he t'xjdained hv 
a verv few w'urds. \\ hen the people are laliet! to (in' 
drostdv, and cannot pav their taxes, there arealsvios a 
number of the (oluiiists present. wh(» are ready to pay 
their faxr's fur them, un euudition of their being humid 
to them fora years ^eiaice. I’iie IlutlenUds. liaxing 
iiu alternative hot to go tu prison, ur enter into the 
service of the hours, generullv preler the latter. 

It is imnecessarv to attempt to prove that it is not 
die intention of the i'K ul authorities on sm. h oecasions 
to till the prisons of the ( ountry ; and whether or nut 
it was the iniirinal intention of the ( olunial uovern- 
ment to oppose- the iiistiintions, and f in e the Hufleiitots 
into the sersiee <4 the farnuns hv tins tax, there can- 
not be a question but that it." direct tendeiu y is to do 
bodi. It is inqwissiide to look at the retrospective 
view of this tax ; at the modi* of its colle'ction ; at its 
CXnnmencement calling for two vears taxi's within a 
few months ; at the disprojiortion there is between the 
projierty atid wages of a Hottentot, ami the amount of 
the taxes required from him ; at the partial manner 
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in wbidj the Is Ievie<J, by coiirming^ it to the fni^ 
sionary' settlements^ and the (consequences resulting- 
lV(un it, as exhibited in Mr. Joubeil’s hdter, and in 
the remarks in the concluding part of these bWrva- 
tions; and not to ask, as it concerns the Hottentots, 
ahich is the greater, — tlie iinporK V or tlie injustice of 
this obnoxious tax ? 
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niAP'rF.R X. 

E0etls of Dr, Vantlt*rk('inj/s Death on the — Mr. Camp* 

be!i% hr^t Secoinl — ronthtion ot' HetheU- 

dor]'^. — ScliooU. — Shops. Meoh:uui-^.-* (i»‘nera} Remark^.— 
Address to t.he IVo]de. — Slate vi RelipioiL — Iinproveiueiits, 

w iTff<n;T tni^ en fhr \v!i<t siirvivni 

Dr. Vuuderkoinj), we caniinf '-iipjxw that hi" removal 
could happeci uithouf vcriniivlv tlie |H(»sperirv 

(j 1 the It is nh'.ioit" Inait his niire^jxiiuletiee, 

that Di . ^ aiu'lt’rkcmji aUviivs (■(i.M'-idrred the ( (iliim;!! 
guvernatenf as ta^ ininililv (ii-ipuM-d to\^atds the Hdf- 
tenfots. and that he viewed them iw ini'.!e<i hv tlu' Kiis- 
representiitioii" pf tht' ruipi)i>-i-~ and the loeai authorities 
of the distriets. He never vrcm^ to h;iVi' coir'idercd 
the ojijwisitinn ht' had to eneoimier a^ a |>;iit of the 
cohiniitl system, lli" tnistjike. in tins iiistiiitee. mav 
be ea.>ily iireotinted jpr. dlie fear iri'-pired hv hi-. ;ihi- 
litics obhes'd the otiieer" i>l i;o\ «‘riinie[.'t to (oiieeal, as 
inueh as j>ii"'>d)le, their real ^ie^vs; and, in tlii'ir aii- 
swcrs to }}!> rej»re~eiitatiiiiiN, llu’v <‘ither atfeOed to 
disapprove of what ( ontd not he di^iended, i>r they 
att(‘rnpted to make hi?n believe that the iitdefettsililf 
caMt was an exteption to a trefieral lule; while the eir- 
cnniseribed .spliere o} his op<*r;ition‘-, \vhi< h allowed him 
little opportiinily of .sts iiiL^ the «orkino' (tf the .svsfeiit, 
except in his own r ase, atid the remoteness of his situ- 
utioii from the M'at of goierinneiil, contributed their 
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(lifipreiit portions of influence to prevent him from dis- 
covcrini’- the universulily of those feeling's, wliich were 
viewed by him us merely Iwuil in their operation. This 
limitation of his vitwvs did not, luiwever, render !iim 
less tit for tin* situation lu* tlum lilled. A more ]>erfect 
knowledge <if the system might, peihaps, have proved 
unfavourable to the eoiiliiHiance of his exertions, and 
the linal triumph of his priiieiples; and it is probable 
that had lie betm acquainted with all the dillieultios in 
his undertaking, it would have Ih'cu abandoned in de- 
sj)air. While Dr. \ anderkemp lived, the misdons and 
the aborigines found an able defender ; after his death, 
tlu' missions fell into a stat«‘ uf < (rufusidu, which fur- 
nished their enemies vvitli the nppoitunitv they Itad long 
wislied for to successiidiv a'-sail them. 

in l'''l'i. it was judgetl exp.'slient bv the Ijondon 
Missiunarv So( ietv to send a deputatiim to South 
Africa, to (’xainitie into the 'tale n! tin' dilierent sta- 
tions. and to o'pcu't upon tjiem ; and ior this duty they 
selected the lte\ . John t'anijibell, wlm has sinee given 
to the public the result of his <!]!ser\ alions during 
several jonnievs info the interior fd the eolonv, as well 
us among the intt'rostiiig trilies bt'vond the Irontier. 
Hut of this period we shall havt' o<<-a'iun to speak 
hereafter, when we come to give the history ot the 
several new stations iouinh‘tl bv Mr. ('amp!)ell. In 
tile mean time we shall proceed to oiler sonu' atconnt 
ot the iinpnoements made bv the 1 lottejilots at ik thels- 
<lorp, where the success of the missionarios. notwith- 
dandiiiir the nnmei ons iliflicnltie' and op|H'cssioii.s they 
kav(' liad to contend with, lias stu ihc question regard- 
ing the [lossibility of civilizing the alforigines ot .South 
Alriua at rest for ever. 
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Mr* Caiapl^ and hi» W>ours in Souife 
Af{:i(':\, revived the hojie.s of the inisrionaritis, and 
them tt> fresh exertions ; but tJie eaiises 
which Itni iu the clis;ip|x>iatmeiit of these h<)[)es, and 
which have been alrciul) paiily developed, will Ije more 
full)' expliuucd ill the sei^uel of this work. 

In tiie year lSl8j the direetors of the la»n<lon Mis- 
sionary SiX'ietvfei! llie. absolute m}t'es>tt\ ofairuin send- 
ing u doputalii m of their society to St >utb Afi it a, to in\ es- 
tigute into the ie;d situation of their missions, and info 
the tuiture of the idleealioiis nrued against them liy the 
ccdonial government, as the ^roumis of the opjntsition 
made to them. Mr. Caiiipbell and m\self aer<! nonii- 
uaterl am! appointed as a depot. ition Irom tlie stHaetv 
for tiiis Ib.^ was to make a visit, and return to 

England ; and I airreed to remain fi\e years in the 
countty, that I might la' a!)ie to gain u more tho- 
ruiio'h knowledge o! tlio a( tu.d stat<‘ of tht' ini'-siuns, 
.set them in order, and, if posNible, .M'eiire the <-or<!iai 
co-operation of tin.' e«,'ioJiiid government in their f.ivom. 
My apjHmitmeiit, and that ot Mr. Eamphell, for tlteso 
Sj,»ecihc objects, \\as C' >mHU!iiieated hv a dejmlation troiii 
the society to laird Huthui>t, when his iurdshi|) signitied 
lii.S approl)ation of the mea.'.ure, and expresH'd Ins hope 
that our mission would be attended with the heiielieial 
re.sulB antii'ipated. 

It must bo obvi'ius to every impartial person, that 
otir comroission was of a mixed nature; that we hud 
mare than the simple and v\eli-dermed duties of a mis- 
sionary to the he.itlien to perform ; that we wr*re called 
lipm to inve.stigate the grounds of the eorojdainls 
nrgcfl Mgains.t our tnissionane.s In the < oloniai govern- 
ment, aud to endeavaur to corriKt what was 
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onf first' journey mto the ihtetior. We were in- 
triwluced to tlie locnl antliorities of the districts, and 
viofo constantly surrounded with persons, who either 
{onld not ffive correct iftformation, or whose Object it 
M'as to mislead ns. We rt‘ceive<J the friendly propo* 
sitions of the government, and their promises to sup- 
j){4rt the missions, in gtnid faith ; and in the hope that 
these protnises would l)e realized, we weie willing that 
;i!l past grievafu’es should Ixi buried in oblivion. 
VVitiiout i!K|uiring miniitcdy into all the causes of the 
uneasiness whi' h had taken placo, betnx’cn the govern- 
ment and the missionaries, we w('re chielly anxious 
tlsal the pe(^|)It’ of the inissionarv stations should be im- 
j)ro\ed ; and we were at this time led to suj)pose that 
the feelings of the colonial government , on this subject, 
ro'H' in ufcordancc with our own. 

t)n the ^isit of the deputation to lk*t)»e!sdorp, we 
Intiiid that instifufion in a dcploralile condition. The 
astern of oppresvicni. (»f whicli Dr. Vai-derkemp .so 
hitterlv < omjilained, and uinh'r which lie sunk into his 
grave witlj a broken heart, had been carried on for 
years without a single cheek. I'he institution was 
virtiiallv converted into a .slave lodge, and the people 
were called out to laliour at IHtenhage, to work on the 
pulilic roads, to cultivate' the lands of the local autho- 
nties, or to ser\e their friends, or the colonial goverii- 
inent, receiving for these' lalxairs never more than 
I tritling ix'innneratiem, and ve>ry fre(|ne'ntiy neene at all. 
In additieen to the eiaily op|>n.‘ssions exercise'd upon the 
I'ceeplc, we found (hat seventy eef the men had betm 
ein])loyed for six months in the ('atler war. For this 
setv’ice they meived nothing Imt ratimis fe>r theni- 
^^elvejs ; nothing in the shajie of wage's was ulloweri to 
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tlieir families ; ami the women, to kt^ep themselves and 
cbildj’eii from stm vin^, were under the nec-essity of 
contracting' debts among' the farmers, to Ihj liquidated 
bv the pi’rsonal service of the husbands on their re- 
turning' hvm Cafferland. 'lo tliese eireumstanees 1 
must refer tor the cause of the <ieph)rablc <x>iiditiua in 
which the deputation found the spiritual and temporal 
aitaire (»f tins mission. In siah a state of wn'tched- 
ncss, we cuiild neither look for eleanliness nor in- 
dustry : rubbed <tf the fruits of tlieir indu-'trv, the 
jK'ople h;id iio motive to labour, and tlie place of wur- 
ship Wits deserted. 

On the arri\al of tiie deputation at the instiliition, n(» 
flottentot came to lad us welcome: the men vvere 
driven to a state of desja'ialion ; the ( ountetiauces (if 
the women were marked witiv the deepc'^t dejection. 
I’he jK'ople irenerallv deciarevl that servitude antuiig 
the farmors wa.s preh-rable to their condition at lle- 
Ihelsdorp, and 1 was assured that another vear of tin* 
hopeless wrefehedness in whirl) they were j»lunovd 
would have lurnisheil their enemies with the triuinjih 
th(n' now antii ipated. do save tin- institution, imine- 
fliatc measures were necessary; a suitable niissioiiarv 
and a new sv-teiu were mjuired ; but the ranks ul our 
missionaries had iK-rn thinned bv the eoionia! govern- 
ment.* attd we had iio one fu uiioin we could cunfuie 
the imjKirtant aifairs of this institnliun, with any h('|M' 
of improvement . 

In cf.amexion with the [ueachiiig of the gospel, the 
first thing tnxfssarv to chwate the peoj)l«s and to p'<'- 
diice a cliatige for the In’Oer, was to prov ide a perso'i 
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posswisill.? suitable qilalirications to preside over the 
iiistifutinri. The qualiiications requisite in such ail in- 
dividual were sense, elevated piety, firran^ of 
inind^ and a mild, coiK iliatin^' temper. In Mr. Kit- 
ctiine-man, I’rovidence at lene’th jvresented to os a 
j)eiN(»n in whom these qualities were united ; but the 
vipiritual and tempural lab<»urK td’ the institution were 
t(K> much fur one person, and, linding’ it necessary to 
divide them, we found in Mr. Head an able coadjutor 
to otir worthy lirothcr. 

We had liy this limi' liccn long- enough in Africa to 
remark tht' great importance of early edneatinn, to 
eivs' an eflicieut and |tennanenf character to our mis- 
>ioii;irv laboni-'i: a suitabh‘ t'.'aeher was, therefore, to 
!.i‘ provided, and an ellieient system of education was 
to be inti'iHlm (sl. H\ nui' It labotir and attention, this 
desiderittnm has been at last siijvplied. and the liene- 
licial elVect^ of the ojH'ratitm of our s< hools have al- 
ready excisaied our most saneiiine ex|>t'( tations. The 
intlmmee of tint system of ediieation adopted at our 
missionaiv stations ditVuses itself over the whole mas.s 
of the population; tiie {varent- >ce and acknowledge 
the improvement of ih(‘ t hildren : and the progress 
made by (he vonnir is pusiiing ft»nvard their seniors, 
liuivi those but one stejt in vears above them, to the 
erandralhers ant! grev-lteaded matntns. Wht'n I was 
at '1 lieojtolis, in Ib-il. education was neglected, the 
f iiildien wmdd no! attend the schfH>l. and the parents 
.jnsidied the ( hildren in their idle habits. Oii my late 
visit to that station; on a propo.sal being* made to the 
parents that thechiidreii shtmld be emplmed two hours 
in the day, when thev were not in the soliool, in manual 
l^ibour, under the eye of the school ma.ster, the people 
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repKerf, Avith one ptiiisent,—*' We assum© no'ceittrol 
pver our ohildoMi, Avht'ii iinder the care of the teaciver ; 
we kiKw that what you propose u it! prove a heiiefit to 
them, ntui our aiitlioritv »ha!! he employed to support 
the infliieHcc <»f the s( hooltnaster.’’ 

Savatjes may la' haplize<l af cordin^r to the fotitis of 
any particular diureh, and may assume the Christiati 
name, hut they will never he any credit to ndigum, 
unless they an.' (ivili/ed hv their instruetions. We 
mav sav of idlenes.s, what S»)Ionion .sav.s of pride, — it 
Avas not made for man. Civili/ation hears to 
a ndation similar to what the fo!iai,o‘ liears to the tree. 
Ttws an' not [tlanted in oiir liurdeus for the sake' of 
their leaves ; |>nt without heaves, in tht'ir season, the 
g-arden Avonld he withosit I»eau1y, and tlie fruit neithf'r 
Avell llavoured nor alaindnni. 

Dr. Vanderki'nip remarks, tliat tiu' n('iirh!)onrh<t(i(l 
of Bethelsdorj) w.is covered with tlie aloe of ( onuneiee, 
hut that he desjtain'd of seeing' the (lav when the Ifot- 
tet}t(>t'; Would l)e induced, hv asiv temporal a«l\aiitao-e, 
to hike tlie troulde to firain and (oilcct the inspisjsiteii 
jnk«. I Itad otien remarked the indith'rt'iH e with 
whieh the Hottentots reg-arded mom'V. Wo had no 
retail shops at (.nr iustitufions. ami the Hottentots had 
from five to tiilei*!i or sixteen miles to travel, before 
they conk! disjtose of any trille thev might jtossc.s'^. 
Retlecting on this suhjf't t, it (H cnrred to mt' that the 
.sight of a shop at cadi of the institutions might ope- 
rate as a fdiimdus to industry, d’lie jdan of opening a 
shop, in connexion with the .society, a[>{)eitred to me 
accjonipanied Avith iiisnpeiabh' dillicnlties, A business 
of this iiafon* Avoukl have rerpiin’d IIk! vvliolc attention 
of a tnau of commercial habits, and wc had no indi* 
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viduiil to S{>a^« for sutli an .qyciip#iiy|fl, to wbpjpa it 
could b«; ontruiitcd. To have done business on sueh a 
scale as the institution called for, would liave required 
a stock of at least four tlionsand pounds ; and 1 had no 
aiilliority nor inclination to advance such a sum at the 
lisk of the society. And the last and 'greatest objection 
of all, arose fmm the abuse and evil reports likely to 
spring out of a shop l)eing< an ied on in any of the insti- 
tutions l>y the iiu.ssiuiuiries. Anything whieh has a ten- 
tlciK V to impart to inissuaiaries too much of a secular 
.( iiaracter, to give them a separate interest from that of 
11 k' people, to jJi'odiKC collision or dissatisfaction, or to 
throw into their hands a prolitahie inonop<>ly, which 
might pro\e a temptation to imlncc tliein to prtwent 
the people from becoming their rivals in business, or 
even leatl lliem to frown upon them should they go to 
another market to make their purchases, is carefully to 
he avoided, ulu u the impro\omeiit ttf those under onr 
eiiarge is the sole object iif our laluiurs. It was under 
the inlluenc(“ of these coiisidi*nilioas that 1 acctHlcd to 
die ju'oposuls of the Messrs, Kern},), who are now 
settlcd us merchants at Belhelsdorp. 1 he experiment 
Miecccded. The sight of the good.s in their windows 
and ill their shop prodiu ed tlu' eO'ect anticipated ; 
the desire of jiossi'ssiug tlse articles for use and comfort 
by wliich they were cotrstautly tempted, a{<|nired ad* 
ditional strength on euav fresh nmowal ctf stimulus. 
Money inst.uitly rose in eslinvation miunig them ; and 
the wdmen and the children, lindiiig th.it they could 
"litaiii what they desired by euilecling the juice of the 
aiw, were, in a short time, seen earl) and late, en- 
gaged in this cKrujnvtjou, or iu ean)ing the produce 
^>1 their lubynr to the merchant's shop, to exchange it 
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for clolhing' and sat'h otiior articles as mig’ht suit their 
taste or necessities. While the habits of the [wople 
have been eminently improved by tin* addition of shops 
to our institutions, this part of the arrangement ha.s 
Ix’en attended with tio additional expense or risk fu 
the society; and, instead of l>eing in danger ofhising 
the missionary in the merchant, our inenhaiits arc in 
the habit of co.(){M'rating with the missiutiaries, in 
giving their gratuitous labours in the vari<»us schools 
on the institution. 

Duriiig the life of Mr. Paralt, tlu‘ evcclicnt mission- 
arv who (■(UTunenced the institution at Fa* altsdorp, his 
anxietv for (ho imjuovcment of the pt'i'plo induced him 
to bind .several Hottentot lads ajiprentiee.s to some 
cohmists in the (own ofticorLo*. wlio t'ugaged to teai h 
them their trade''. 'Hie same thing had bemi done 
at Fethelsdfiq) and 'rhe<*['o!is, and with the same 
ivsnits I'ho master'^ liad kept them fir their l(’rm (^f 
vears, bnt they reftinied to the institutions without a 
suftii ienf kmwiedge of ihifr trades to enable them tn 
work bv theuisehes, or even to be cmploved Iw a 
master as i(itinievineu. Those approutimnl t(» a black- 
smith bad iie\erbeen alloued to lake auv thing into 
their hands in the workshop hnt the large hammer; and 
the tailors and shoemakers had tun er heen allowed to 
lay their hands itpon a pair of <» issors or a cutting- 
knife, 'bwo beos e, ho were appnmtieed to a saddler 
had f>cen emplov d duriit'g the whole of their apptcii- 
tirx’ship in doing nothing' hut delivoring mes.sagr.'s. and 
in taking- can* of their ma.stm-’s horses and catfh', s^e 
Those* who havt‘ secti the aversion with which ta^’ 
improvement of ottr people at the tnissiomiry stations 
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has l^eeii regarded by the coloniste^ will not be at a 
loss to -accoiuit for the motives of the musters iti their 
(H.iiduct in those insUuices. la order to carry on our 
dt'signs in reierente to the people, it was nex’essarv to 
have inechanies at the institutions ; and, if the ditlicul* 
ties I hud to encounter in their aecomplishment were 
inferior to tliosij uliic h opposed tlie esUbUshraent of 
diops ill cunnexiui witli the society, they were suffi- 
ciently f^reat to ucca.sion many teal’s and jK-rplexities, 
The j>raeti(‘e of sending’ out intsMonary mechanics 
fioii! England is atteiuleil with great exjionse, and 
seidoin answers the jnirpivsc intended. W hatever their 
piufessions may he uhea they ajipear as candidates 
for admission int(i the service of the society, many of 
them go alifoad with the secret hope of rising to have 
the name and olHi e of missionaries ; and if they are 
disappointed in their expectation, ihcv arc generally 
the last pcojile in the world to whom you would think 
(4 .ipprcnii( ing a people emerging Ironi barharlsni, 
to ac((uire industricjus li.djits. 'I'alking from the pidpit 
is g<mera!ly cverv thing with a gixMt proportion (»f that 
class (»f nieii ; and everything connected with the 
industry of the peoj)Ie, and their civili/.ation, are eon- 
sideiod ( arna! thnig^s, altogether foreign, and even 
alien to the propagation of the gos}X'!. We have 
had some meehanirs in South Africa, who have fur- 
nishi'd exceptions to this rule, and who have seen 
the imjxntance of the system we have adopted, and 
have assisted in carrying it into elicit; hnt we have 
seen verv few, comparativelv speaking, who wouhl 
have Ix'en content to contine themselves to the stool or 
anvil, as tradesmen in Euro[H* are often obligv'd to do j 
and men of this stamp are absolutely iiecessaiy, iQ 
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tmining- up th« aaUves to bccoraa efficient woritmen, 
and rise to f>e masters in tlieir turn. 

llu'se tiifficiiUics could only Iw ohvialotl by ttndinjr 
mechanics in South *Vfri< a, who vvoulti labour at the 
station on their own account, unconuected with the 
StKScty, ajul who would agn'c to tea< h Hottentot ap. 
prentits?s, and be 'siti>tieil with tlu'ir labours .ts a rcnm- 
nenition for the e.\j)i(ise r>f tlu'ir board, and for th<' 
tix)ublc of teaibinsj them. ()u tbi'« principle 1 i'mployld 
a bhuksinith, ma-'uti-', and carjK'ntcrs, to loach the 
f>eople their rtNj)ecti\c tiadc^; and there are not, per- 
haps, better workmen in the tolonv than sc\ oral <>1’ the 
Ibnttentot blackstnitli'. and in.tvitjs, who have been 
taught at our mi-sionarN station". On making agtee- 
menf wifli the ineOianii" tu be employed at the sta- 
tions, I alwHNs looked for the fear of (Jod a.s an essen- 
tial t|ualit{(ation ; and 1 engaged and retained none 
who thil tu>t ob"er\«' the sabltall! in a religious manner, 
and whose' moral rondu' t w..uld not bear the striitest 
exaraiiulion. 1 had one great .uh.uitage witij all tln'sc 
men o\er meelianii's s,')it fiom Kurope. In ni\ agree- 
ments with them, when th(w vu'ii' to be eniphoed in 
working for the so< iel\, I never failed to inform them 
that I exported tin' .same woik from them, and tii'' 
same numbt'r of hours in tlie d-iv whn !i th>*y would feel 
theni-sclves bound to lemh'r for tbo same wages in any 
other servile; and tliat if they faded in that paiticuhu, 

I iffniuld instantly dismiss them Hy the ble^ing <»i 
God u|K)n thos<; means, a t liangi' has been eflft^ded Uft 
our missions in South Xhiia in the course 0 n few 
years, which it might have nsjuired half adtnluryto 
achieve, had we Iwefi obliged to priK-ml on the eld 
system. And all those improvements have 
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liroiigtit about under tbo most dis^uragiii^ cireiun- 
stances, with tlic numlicr of efficient missioparies we 
Ibrnierly had in Africa t^reatly reduced, and with 
scarcely any additional expense to the society. 

One of the first steps in attemidinjr tlu* elevation of 
a sava^'e people, in connexion with relii^iun^ and moral 
instruction, is, to endea\our to impai-t to tlnnn a relish, 
for the decenei(\s and comforts of life. Little caii be 
d(aie towards their general iinpnnement, till aou can 
get them to exchange their straw cabins for decent 
housiis. Their miserable reeil-lints are unfavourable 
til health and morals, (ireaf munljer^oftheilotteii- 
die of con.stunjdioiis, partlv from this(auve. (Jun- 
tiiiually ei!\ eloped in sinokt', sleeping on tlieir (*artheii 
IliiDiv, and ('(Hcicd uith filth, they are almo'^t aluavs 
sicklv, and are fioquentiy < ut otf in early life, luuiiig 
tin* appearane(? of old age before the\ arrive at their 
fortieth tear * . 

Thest; huts an' as unfavuurabU' to iiidu''try, U'' they 
are to health. If one\i''il them in the evt'uing, he 
\uil find from five to ten human being'" sitting round a 
fire on the iliHir, In a jilace wlu-n' tli-n want elbow 
room, and where IIk'v must find it (liffieult to "treteh 
lltomM'lves when they sh'ep. In stuh < in uinst.uiws, 
not l)('iiig able to emjdov themselves at anv thing, they 
accjuire indolent Itabit." whiih it is very diffit nit to era- 
dkate. This is one reason, perhaps, whv the women, in 
sueh a state of things, are more indolent tli.in the men. 

I he work of the men being <‘hiel1v out of douis, when 
fiiey retire t«> their huts, it is for rest ; but the women, 

* Y.>u nriay observe smoky hutn in and Ifidtiiul ; hut 

and Hmoke in >nch miMinibk* howls m our chmaie are uat 
means as [)emiciou«i to health as in bouth Africa. 

^ \, L> 
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from the nature of their employment^ not requiring' 
rest at the same time, require to be employed at needle- 
work, or other domestic occupations. At our institu- 
tions. many of the young girls have been biught U) .sewj 
but 1 have seldom seen any of them with needlework 
ijt their hands when I have visited their straw-huts in 
the evenintrs, or, indeed, doing unvlhing, but sitting 
with tjji'ir hands over eacli other, or lying sleepirig 
round a few thing cml«‘rs. In those iniseralile sheds 
it is impossible thev can fidlow any industri(jus emphiy* 
ment ; and if tht' women were inclined to .sew, and to 
overconie the diilifiiUv arising- from the want of a steadv 
ligiit, tht' i.'jjitrv their materials would ri'ceive lying 
ulxnit in their dtrrv huts, and the joss of needles and 
thimble--, wtxild di-t iiurage them 

\\ liile tliev livt> ill these huts, habits of cleanliness 
can never lie aetjuired. 'I hev niav put on new clotlits;, 
.md the young girh riia’. , <>uf cf vanity, or the detiro 
of admimlion, appear (lean on partiiular (Kcasions ; 
but thev will still remain sluvtudv in t!u;ir habits, till 
they have habitations in vvhii'h thev can presetwe their 
ckifties and persi»ns uniforndv ( lean. 

The destiia tion nf rlutlung oeiasioiuxi bv the con- 
dition !>f tiusc huts, has a tendenev to prevent the for- 
mation of donn-stif habits, and to gem'nite the opjKisite 
vices. 'Fhe Hottentots at our institutions have acquired 
a taste for good clothing, paitif nlarly the young vvuint'u 

at Ikdhelsdorp. d’his has giveu rise to exertions never 

witme-sed mnong thetn belore, and, like most youDg 
women in mow ('ivilized countries, the greater part ot 
their earuhigo^ is sjXjrit in dress. Tlieir appearauifc 

* Mf. fJartlet has iuftirmr'i me that tie has known a NatnaejO* 
woiiittn (cikc a jotirnty of two to Wrirow a 
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on the Sabbath is not only rcsp^table, but showy. 
Such of them, however, as live in those huts, no sooner 
jret a g-iKKi article than it is soiled. When it has lost 
it.s fine appetxranee, they lose their relish for it, and it 
is put on for ev{.':ry-day wear ; and having no chests, 
nor places to preserve their cl<»thes in, they lie about 
on the earth, or an? paek(xl into a filthy skin bag in & 
corner of their miserable dwellings, and are worn out 
in one-fourth or fifth of the tinu' they would have lasted 
under better treatment, 'llie uives of the missionaries 
ai this station have remark<'d, in my hearing, that some 
of the voting- ll(»ttent( if females lay out more money for 
drc^^s in one month, than thev tiiemselves do iit three. 
It i-i no iincoinmoii thing to sec them collecting the 
)iii( (■ of the aloe, a business which brings them in, at 
this institution, consideralde sums of money, dressed in 
printed cotftui gowns, and expensive shawls, — a degree 
of extra\ agance wiiich never conid have become gene- 
ral, but from this ( ircmnstance, that these clothes are as 
speedily dotrovfd in the wav in whii hlhevare thrown 
abuiit in their huts, as when they are kept in c^mstant 
use. 

d'hese habitations are also unfaMiuralilo to decency. 
V\!ien men and wdinen ttre htiddlcd togetherin a place 
not more than six or eight fert sqtiare. tielicaev is im- 
possible. Modt^ty Inis beeti defined as the caitwork of 
virtue; and we can do very little for a people in the 
scale of month, if we do not suctevd in imparting this 
virtue to the fernules. 

Ikioks and litemtme connocfcxl with civilization can 
never liecome general, while the people Uve in such 
dwellings. When a ilottentot is taught to read, and 
<^htaius a hou^ where be can lay up his books upon 
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slielves, whoi-c tbw wHl be pre^pvtnl fi-om damp, 
from fillli, from vermin, or the children and the dogs, 
ihe is likely to have his taste impnvveti ; but if he has 
no means for pn'serving them from such enemies, he 
will seldom addict himself to reacliiig. He may attend 
^•IkkiIs, he may atsjuire an ability to read, but ihe 
talent will soon be neglected if books are wanting, or, 
what is tilt' same filing, if he has not the means of*{)m. 
serving fiieni. How niaiiv are retarded fiwn making 
progress in knov\icdge. even in civilizetl countries, by 
inconsidiTable olijccfions ! and how are we to expect 
success among savages, where tiu' desiiv is of course 
weak, if ninth gnatt'r obsiaeles an* not removed/ 
Many literary men unuld be ashamed to mention the 
tritles by uhich tlioi hu\e b«x‘n ihsemiraged in tlieir 
pursuits, or the It.ss they have sustaineii bv the ope- 
raiion of mere trifles ujion their minds, 

In an emuneisttitm <d tin* means emploved for the 
improvement of the jieoph* at our imtitutions. 1 mint 
here advert to one <<1 tin* lir-'i 'Springs attempted to he 
set in motiou for that purpo'^o. it rnav be advain ed 
as ^nie of the nnet iri<li>put.iiile inavims in political 
er-onomy, tint des[iair devfroys industry ; and the de- 
spair winch had sei/od the hearts of the |X‘ople had In 
b<> removed befon* ihev eonid I>e induct'd to make ex- 
ertions to extricate thoin-elve-, and their children from 
what they eon-'idered a '.f.dc <>f hoja'les-s wretcliednes.-. 
With this view I liad seveta! public meeting^! 
them, when 1 emploved every topic, which the gospel 
atdliorizi's, to revive their hofies, and to excite (hem to 
Increased exertion, ^mong other topics employed non 
this Ocrasion, to ell'ecl the olijcd propose^}, 1 stated to 
■ them the interest which the London Mi8|ioiiary Society 
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felt in iliem—tlie” ploasare whidi afford the 

DiTectars of that Society to use their iiifluc?ncc with the 
Oiitish government to ameliorate their conditio ; and 
I particularly {minted out to them the advantage which 
an improvement in their houses, and in their industry 
and mode of livings would afford to their friends, in 
pleading their canse. I stated to them, that it wi«> 
vaiiyo attempt to [ilead their cause', whih' liieir ene- 
mies could point to Ihdhelsdorp in its present state ; 
that the world, and the church of (Jhrist, looked for 
civilization and industry as primfs (d tlu'ir capacity for 
improvement, and of the utility of our labours; that 
the men of the world had no etther criterion by which 
tliev could judge of the beneficial etfccls. of missions ; 
tliat results were to them what the external evidenctrs 
»if Cliristianity are to an (udieliever ; that they knew' 
nothing of the internal work of (bKl ujion the soul, of 
which they themselves had had un exjK'rience ; but 
that the tilings I recommended to them were level to 
their cajiacities, and riiiirht iiave the same inthience <10 
their minds, whicli the cxtt'rual c\ideiues <if divine 
truth had on the minds of ludielicvt'rs. in leading them 
to a knowledge of the internal evidence of the tnith. 

1 added, tliat they were not to consider yyhat I now 
n'lomtuendcd as < arnal things, and, for that mison, of 
no imjiortance ; that thewonl'' uf unerring trutli said — 
" lly their fniit-s ye siiall know them that money was 
a carnal thing, and }et Paul speaks of the gift lie hsed 
rc'ceived from the church at Philippi, as “ of a siivour 
of a sweet smell, . acceptable to tiod; ’ tlmt our food 
and drink were carnal things, -gnd that we 4'ould not 
live without them ; that to feed the hungry, to clothe 
the naked, to give drink to the thirsty, are carnal 
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things, and yet oarjj^, m the xxvtit 
thew, has taught us ‘that the jeality of rel^bji hi the 
heart will be dt cnd^ hv those thiols 4ft th6 d»y'of 
judgment. 1 adinitie# |h£d inttch itilgiti he said in 
their defeuro, and that, if I'had m view 

than to dofoKl ihem against the ealumid^<r4ii^t tipon 
them, I might (iiid ahnndanro of matttdiais foif my pur* 
pose, in the oj>|)rt"".i<in'« they ,Jahpuied‘. under j b»rt 
that I had n'M.hi'd t(> take j^tmnd ; tlwt it 

was iny w!"!! fn uliiain an <‘xem|i^oi», for then? from 
tiietniis tmdt'r wliK h thov atid I de- 

elared to them }>n!>lu 1\ . and as in the {Ir^nee pf God, 
that if thoy wonhi furnish lulj ^wilh the argttineiit I 
wanted, an arumiient al»Mifntliy u$»£»«ry to sUeiKo 
their eiienut's, and e'stamal to the'^jlCCt3»» pf lUiy at- 
tempts Mhi' li iiu^lif Ihj made i» t^eir tuvowr, t sliould 
first do i'\en thing for them, fift->4p| p^jycr, with the 
colonial govenimeiit ; and, if my efi'dHS Ift that quarter 
should fail, I as-nred them that ! jtjfradd usie my utmost 
endeavour to itdlm'nio the l)ire<tuts of the Ivtiuduu 
Missionary Sonetv, whose i.oourahh* regards for them 
thev had exfieriemed. to use their mtluenee with the 
government at home toiedress their grievances. And 
I solemnly pledged mvselt, dielkung, lUi I did, that 
their oppressunis weie dlee-.d, m well as ‘1^.11*^* 
principle.; that. il these rc's^utrees faulcd^ ,I steald 
never ceasi', while the exerfise of ray leasci^^Wai^.con' 
liuued to ine, and while I emild two my 
every lawful means to proeme fortheia" 
as suhjetls of the Hntisli government. > 

I was happy If) find diat the |Wple Bwl intt!lfig<^t<^ 
to eomprelHrad the arguments I erap!oy^"~to fel the 
force of the appeais made to them} and fo enter fofo 
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. Wi&^iiuch in a humble de- 

pendenoe on .God, they unanlin^ly declared that they 
wOttW <1^ to fiU up tfe plans I nji|ht give 

them;* aiid.tibei'httvedinpe jatupiy redeemed the pledge 
then givca(»‘ .^ephiui of d new \iliage wjis laid before 
them, atrf ^i^sir 4ad)8e<}ueut exertions have excited the 
surpiiise ^ BVusff Oue acquainted with the disadvait- 

iagea of thesf 

The meaiAtiig ^ai^hed by many of onr countrymen 
to the word pivdl?latioti” is eften extremely \ ague, 
signifying* tildle ‘‘dtore than a eonlorinit y to tlicir own 
ideas ip dresai'^fld losmuer of living ; but, while we had 
icason to belkvefthat the pretext of defK iency in this 
point would ,bOjH^ged>te jVtif> the desfriution of our 
missicMis, afidto'tjqntwniOlhe oppressions of tlie peiiple, 
i could h^c no h<|)e t)f seeing the ffuidition of tlie 
people till 1 could meet the ubjectors 

ujwm their cihrft jlvel, anddo away with the grounds 
on wliich Umy had^lanted all their batteries This 
great object has. through the ble'smg of God, been 
attained— «Ae physical, the mural. tlu‘ iiilelltxtual capa- 
bilities of the peojile ha\e l»een tried, and it will be 
seen by the following laets and dtx uinents, that the 
Hottentots at our nnssiouar\ stations can be no longer 
chargedfSLS being defu ienf in intelligenu*, enterprise, 
orittdnsti^ The following extrai t is from an oflicial 
commuttih(i%in addressed to the Rcieiend George 
Biir^r,' d|||k4^cretiu’y of the Ijomion Mis-sionan So* 

duly o, IbJo. dt'seribing tiie 
■'tate of tlie institution when 1 ‘visited it at that {H»rio<l, 
ittid when I hajd it in wy power rlo compare it with the 
oonditioti in which it wus seen b> the deputation in 
1819 , 
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“ Mr. Kltphln^man oontinues to fulfil theexpeda* 
I bad formed of lum on his appointment to this 
station. W e ha\e reaped all that could Ix' hoped for 
from his prudence, ability, and piety ; and 1 am happy 
to »i\y that Mr, Head and he ccvoperate together with 
eonliality and zeal. Mr. and Mrs. Helm oime here 
some months ago fur their health, and are still in tlie 
in’'titulion. 'Hie ntteiulam e on .saWxdh at divine service 
is gomi, and the people fet*l the necessity of a larger 
plac e of worship. I he ( hildren In the schools inak* 
ing very satisfactory j>rooivss in the English laiiguase, 
and if there h any ti uth in a n‘mark of Dr. (.ihulnuas, 
that one of the nio^t snbhine speetaeles in nature is 
the Mild tno of th»‘ vtoods conning over his letters, it h 
S'. mely p‘*svii,!t> to nun eive anything moiv gralifyinc 
tlMo a Moht of th{' adult .school at lit'thelsdorjK In 
this<ch<rt>l y<ni may see all the talents and all the eiier- 
pif s of tlse institutn»n brought into ejtenise. Ererv 
sabbath morning and iiftern<«u>, the great body of the 
|K‘opie, and partnul.uU -nc h as ,ue emfdoyed among 
the farimTs ditring the utvk, art* anangwl m difle- 
rent chiss^;, aceordmg- to rite profn tetiey tliey may 
have made; and \oii ni.i\ s(>e ladh st'xes, frwn fifti'en 
years of age to -.evetifv or (‘ightv, etrgaged at their h'S- 
sons, u-ith aTl the keenm‘''< of the most eager ccmifK-fi- 
tion. The Messrs, Kenij), the mcrrhaiitH (»f the set- 
tlement, take an active part in the sc hrad^ and are very 
useful in the institirtimi : and 1 believe they have reason 
to be vert Mpll ‘^atisiie<l with th© rettints they recette 
from their bii.sipess. Von wmihl see by the' c'cunpara- 
five view I sentyoti that in iH-i;? they had sold 

to the pec»ph‘ British mantifaetim^ to the ninount ei 
‘iO.t H «) rix-dcdlar^, afftd from the increase of their ex- 
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port in aloes, ttie amount of 15ritisbs goods they have sold 
every year since that period must be considerably above 
dial sum. 

l am happy to say that the spirit of generalimprove- 
uicnt wbieh has done so much for lletlielsdorp still con- 
tinues to operate with unabated force. The hojie the 
jMjople eutertaiu tliat their present exertions will lead 
to the amelioration of their condition has given rise to 
the striking advances they have lately made in civiliza- 
tion ; and, if that spirit of industry is not injured by the 
( ontinuance or accumnlation of a pressure Pk) great for 
its strength to bear, we may look fon\ard with confi- 
dence to tliose results which will recom|)ense all our 
labours, and justify our most sanguine exjiectations. 
The bridgt!, which was begun since my last visit, is 
nrarly finished, and has proved to be what 1 may call 
a great undertaking for the strength of the j)eop!e. 
Some buildings have lieen ere<‘ted within these twelve 
months, and the ajipeuraiu'eofthe place is con-sideitibly 
improved ; though, I am sorry to say. the stone buildings 
of the peo|>le ait' not so many in number as I could 
liavi} wished to ha\e seen. 'Hiis ought not, perhaps, 
to lie a matter of surprise. I'he imojile work at their 
lioust^s us individuals, and under the must favburable 
circumstances a good stone house is a heafy concern to 
a labouring man. Even in the agrieultiiral and manu- 
lacturing districts of our own highly-favoured c*ountfy, 
there am but few of the lalKuirers and mechanics who 
arrive at the eminence of living in their ovra bouses; 
and when, by their, industry and tlieir t'C-onoai) , they ac- 
‘Itiire houses and gardens of their own, tiiey gain a kind 
uf intermediate rank iKitween the labourer and hb em- 
ployer, and are looked up to as persons of some inlid- 
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^ofc in their respettive ueighboRrhooik^ Itt |he 
laannfiidurin^ distriefes of North Britain, the labourers 
and artisans hx)k fon^ard to the })ossessiaii of a house 
and garden as to the summit of their ainbitiou, and itge- 
nmlly requires many years of hard labour and saving 
before their hupes are reuli/.ed. 'Faking all tliese cir- 
cumstances into cinrsidenUion, ever)- adlecting mind 
will admit that the exertions of the people, comjvared 
with their means, have beetj great. And as tlMjy have 
now acquireii a taste for good houses, particularly liie 
JmmUn, the impro\cnu‘!jt of the people in tins as well 
as in many other res{a‘cts, wilb i have no doubt, keep 
pace with oiir ex[x*c!atio!i'.. 

‘‘ To our friends iii I’hielniid v\ho arc unacquainted 
with the state of Afrit^a, it may be proper in this place 
to assign s<*me rea-oiis tor the irnpctrluiKx? 1 attach to 
this spc< ies of iniprovenunit. 'Flic tirst consideration 
which stimulated me to improve the ap|M*!irdiii e of our 
lastHutions was to nun'l the olijef tion, * You do not 
dvilizethe people ; they are In for nothing but slaves 
to theb<M>rs; you can tuner make tlumi tradessmen, and 
voil am never raise them alnsve their pn-M'ut vitiateti 
state, nor impart to them a titsie for tlu; derencies of life.’ 
Fntiieis these ebjerlinns may appear In Ettglaiid, 1 was 
satisfied that, wiiiie they ( ouhi be urgttl against us, we 
dmfddoiH*thingt«)aiueli(iratt* the general condititm of the 
Hofleirtofs; ami I had but one method of refuting them, 
and that was the methor! of the (Ireeian philostypher, 
who, when it wars ttss^nlcHl in his presence that there was 
no such thing js motiftn, instead of entering into a 
tnefaphysieal disctissiouin reply, he merely nyse np and 
Vynlk^. While I have had the huppimjss of seeing the 
ignomneo dt ftjollsh wid interested men put to 
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by tjik argument, I have had the pleasure of 

seeing our stations increasing iti gpod buildings, and in 
the lunnber of native mechanics. 

The circumstances in which 1 have beep placed for 
two or three years past, have obliged me, in my com* 
mUiiit^bons to you, to give a prominence to the extef-^ 
nals of religion, which might induce persons unac- 
quaiute} witli my situation to suppose 1 was in danger 
of losing sight of its principles ; bat if such a suspicion 
has arisen in the minds of any of my friends, I am 
happy t(» say tliat it is without any just foundation. Vital 
religion has never been io,>( sight of in my labours in 
StKtili Africa ; and though, like the sap which nourishes 
♦he tree and gives it ;ill its fuliatre and fruit, it is not 
\ isible t(» tlie eye, it is nevertheless the sfHuce of all the 
fruitfulness and beauty abieh iulorn unr missionary sta* 
tioiis. While I am sutislieil, from ubumlaueoof inco#'' 
trovcrtible facts, that ])ennaneut societies of Chritdiaas 
can never l>e uiaintained among an uncivilized peopfoi* 
without imparting to them the arts and haliits of civiliiod 
life, I am satislied. upon gniands n<» less e\ ident, tliat if 
imssionaries lose their religion and sink into mere rae- 
chanics, the work of clviiizaU(Ui and moral improve- 
ment will speedily retrograde. 1 might adduce lb this 
place many melancholy illustrations of tliis sentiment, 
but this eanmd be dime without making rolk'ctions, :uid 
instituting comparisons which might be deeniitd invi- 
dious, and would therefore be unwise. I'ho elmrc'h at 
lletheisdorp is not, pet^foips, more numerous tliati it was 
in iS'il, but I believe it contains more real Chri^ans 
Ittan on any former (X'ca.sion ; and the eaulioii now oxer- ? 
ctsedfo the reception ol members, if it lias keptsontp 
back who might hpve been witliiathe pale pf its cpmmtiS 





nk»ih, has also liaised tho standiird of monds, and in. 

csFoasod the lustre d||re)juine piety. 

Arnono' a people who have heart! the g'osjx*} ftjr 
f»nity yearsy and whose ehildnut have pfrown up under 
its- slatetl ininistralionv, \te are not to hwk for thp 
strikinw- eonversiens, ajKl the external eornmotion, oden 
visible when tht' prospel is first ptviuhed among; them; 
but if the enrrent of their emotions excites less extenml 
obM.*n"ation , it is to Ih* hopet!. in the pn'sent instamv, 
tliat it isjjot hecaitsf the stream is diminished, hut he- 
csinse it has dtx'^{)eiie<i its ( hunnel. 

“ A stranger entering the plaee of wrirship at ih'thels- 
dor|i dfies not now oli-t rve, wlc.it he might h.oe vtit- 
m*«etl six or Hwen teai' ago, the agitation and < ries 
of the iK’ople, SI) great as fur a tune to mternipt llu' 
pretirher ; hnt he ma\ ohseiae what is not less inifresf- 
ing‘, a eongrr’gatioii Itanging on the lijts of the speaker, 
the intelligent e\e,tiie sdenf t*Mi-. the dmolionai attitiuk', 
th<f ealmof me<htati\e n’lfi’etion, or the alternations oi 


bo|)e and fear. !o\ and sorrow, cxtiihiied in the cotinte- 
nanee as tlie ■'Jieaker .iwaknis the painful n'Coiltn lioiis 
of his liMriTs, pours into the wound) d heart the halm ot 
riHisolittnai, or agitatos or < onipo'-es tln ni h' the <grau- 
deur of the world to rome, the [o^s r.f lH*a\en, or tiie 
mistjries whifh await the (inalh iinpeniteiif. {-'oniinoit 
ohseners, who ha\(‘ rawer reflected upon the progress nl 
m’il jwiety* hioe displ.i%e({ jnudt petnlanix' and igia- 
ranee tii dieir remarks on some of thes(' ap|ieanuice.s :ii 
wme of our missionaiv stations on wliich we arc n*>w 
coirmamting. Wfien llnw are making tht'ir canstic 
and sneering remarks upon the exclamations and gruaie 
of an ujfeivili'/cd omuregation, they forget that 
f'ttareej y a«j mediiud in s-uoh eiremn.Htaiioes between 
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feellni? at all, and gfiving- fuU vent to the expression of 
their (eelinfifs. Human being-s ofrt^ging: from a savage 
state are likeehildren much agitated; they can neither 
siijjpre.Hs nor control their passions under any extraor-t 
(liuary excitement. 

In the illustration of tills sentiment, I might appeal 
to facts of daily occurrence under the preaching of the 
gosjKi! in Wales, in man\ parts of the north of Scot- 
land, and in some places in Knelaiul. It is in civilized 
life, uhere noudty has lost its cliarm, and where men 
are tin' ( reatiires of arfifKaal habit.s, that they acquire 
the mastery o^er their feelings, or that indifference 
vvhicli they oft<*ii exhibit to the most interesting and 
aifeeting su))iecl>, ^ Ou may ^ti!l .see at Betbelsdorp, 
in tiu* })!ace (»{ woi-hip, occashmally, indiv iduais who 
have not \et aitjuired a perfect eommaml over them-' 
sehes, but they are persons recently admilled into the 
institution ; the thing it.self is also of very raie oecur- 
rt'iue, ami it is ue^er it'lt as infeetious, nor does it evef 
rise tt» exce.ss, so as to interrupt the minister or disturb 
the cone'ivgation. 

Among such peojile, ami in sn<h an instiuitlbn 
an lit'thelsdorp, llie missionarie.s must have much to 
do to extirpate vice, and promote virtuotis habits ; and 
tousideriiig the strong temptations to which tliey are 
exposisi, and the corrujding iiiHuenee td a neighbour- 
hood where you may, geiieraily sjK'aking, see ail the 
vi( es of civilization, without (except in a very few iu- 
dividual cases) any of its virtues, the morality of the 
people is to roe mattiT of surprise. Ihmesty, and a 
rt'gard to truth, aix' traits in the Hottentot character 
wiiich have been generally remarked. A ptiD|xmsity 
tu spirituous liquoi's is one of their must powerful 
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siotts, and one that is not easifr eradicated niider anY 
drcunistances, after it has jjaiiied an entire ascendent y ; 
yet vsnch is the <»rder of U»e institution at lit'the!sdorj>, 
that the missionaries have not, for years past, seen any 
iiidividnal under their care, on the institution, in a state 
of intoxication, in the day, all is activity ; you see 
nola’/y Hottentots sleepin**' in the sun in their earosses; 
and after stuvset, yf>u hear no f)rHnls in the strt'efs, 
nor in their dwdlinirs. 

** Oil visitiiiM’ ik'thdsdoip in l 82 o, f had the 
pleasurt* t»f ol*scr\in<r the spirit of inipro\(*menf , which 
had done so nnuh for the in-titution in a<l- 

vancin^ with a stt^uiy and arcclcnitcd pace. Mariv 
of Ok* ff<afci)fofs iiav(' now <nl>stantial. dean, and 
cxwimodious iioiec'. iiidii atintf a decree of comfnH 
possessed fjy few of the frontier hm>rs, and far sur- 
passing the emit [hmU of the Kjiolish setlh'rs. The 
sheep-skin earos^, with its (iithv ai c-onipaiiiinenfs, has 
disiipjieared , and the e-reat l)ofl\ of the people and 
of the diildren a?e eiothed in British manufactures, 
The people indongine to Ih-tliclvdorji are in thepftssei- 
s«oh of fiftv waeeott--; and tiiis jdaif. which was lately 
repn*sented ns the opprohrinin of missions, is at the 
preseitt riKenetit a thriving and rapidlv-improving vil* 
lagB. Insteid of flu* indtlfereiK e to em h other’s stif- 
Jferiiig% atsd the* (‘xein-iie selfishness generated hy the 
oppttfSsions they groaned urnler, and the vices which 
folio# fflieh a state of things, their eondnet to each 
other is noiv rnarkt'd with humanity and Christian 
aftifflOticju, of whieli a l»-antifn! line of almshonses, (the 
only thing of the kind in lla* etdonv.) atid their cetitri' 
btrtions sufiport tiieir poor, lurnish strikii% e.x- 
ainpfe.s. lit atldition to their othgjr exertions, a spa* 
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cioos schooi-pooin, valuetl at five-thousand rix-dollare, 
in which the youth are tauglit to read, both in tlie 
English and Diitcli languages, and many of them also 
instructed in writing and arithmetic, has been er«2ied 
at the expense, and by the hands, of the Hottentots. 
A church of larger dimensions has recently been Com- 
menced. llethelsdorj), nutreover, posses.se.s the best 
blacksmith's shop on the frontier, or, indeed, in 
ctilonv. Oflicr trade's, especially those of the mason, 
thaUher, sawyer, dvc., are successfully followed by 
many inlial)itan(s of llethcisdorp. The inhabitants 
Innc, beside.s, within the last two or three veat^ 
raised seven tlumsaud rix-doliars, by gratuitous cott“ 
tribufions from their hard-earned savings, to pay fop 
u valuable farm, [imxlmsed in aid of the very inadequate 
resources of liethelsdorj), 

“ In th(' Hottentots became contractors with 

govermnent to carrv niilitarv stores frt.im Algoa Riy to 
Graham s Town, in ibis contract they employed tiliity 
waggons, and created a net saving to tlie government 
in the first six mouths of 11,1 To rix-dolhire, 6 skil- 
lings, and 4 sti\ ers. 'i'he j)eo{)}e of tiiis instituflony 
who were htrincrly Imnlensinne to the colonial govern- 
ment when Dr. Vanderkemp commenced his labours 
among them, and in the condition of naked sUvages, 
are at this time in the habit of paying, in direct taxes, 
Ix'tween two and three thousiind rix-dollai^, and-gre 
cunsumers of Hrili.sli goods to the amount of twenty 
Ihou.sand rix-dollars [kt annum, 

“ It is iinptissible t«) give any correct ideaof thC itate 
of religion at our nii.ssionary stations, without a refer- 
enee to the domt*stic coiuiitioii of the |>eoj)leT It has 
justly romar|ted by Dr. Uobertson, that tlic pri« 
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Yate and flomestic situatiou of mankind is the chief 
circumstatiti' wliicii forms their t haractcr, and becomes 
the g^rt'ut soinxiCi of their happiness or lui^'ry. Any 
poison in this fuuntidn cofcinuiiitates itst‘lf to the 
manners of men ; any bitterness there ulTeets all (lie 
pleasures of life. Domestio society is founded in 
the union Indween husband and wife. Araon«- al! 
civilized nations this tinion has hemi esteemed sacnsd 
and honourable ; and from it are derived those exqui- 
site joys or sfuTow's, whicli cati embitter all the 
pleasures, or ulfeniate all the pains, in human life. 
At the intnxluetion of oiir missions amoupf the Hot- 
t^tots, their sexual eonnexions were of die most «isiiai 
mid tem{H<rarv nature. VMthont any standard of 
morals, they were abandoned to the <jT()SS(‘st licen- 
tionsncss. I'he marrian-e t ovenani ha.s lx*en introdiued 
by the gus{:Kd ; it is now o'garded bv the Hottentots 
at (Mir missionary institutions as an indissoluble alliaiK v: 
and yramg femalt> who havt‘ htst their characters have 
now no ( haiue of heinif a-ked in marriage, or c\en 
ROtiet'd, by rrspectable young men of their own me 
tioti.'' 



CHAfeR tt. 

TeMiiQoules in Favour of BetbeMorp^ 

In the preceding statement of the change which has 
bcca effected upon tiie Hotteutots uf Bethelsdorp, no 
aitopt has made to overcharge tlie picture ; 
nothing has been advanced but what will bear the 
most rigid scrutiny, aiid what must be admitted by all,^. 
wbctlier frictids or enemies, who have tiiken pjiins m 
inform thenteelves iis to the state of this institution- f 
A few tostiraouios, exlnictcd from letters of resficctah^^ 
individuals who had \ tailed our mlssionar) stations^if 
and most of them wlioUy unconnected with the i^oeietj^l 
may, however, be here subjoined, us uuexcepticwM^> 
ON ideiice in the present case. 

'file following extract is from a joint letter from 
T. Blair, Esq., of tlu' East India Coii)j>an\ s civil ser- 
vice, and Captain Miller, of the Companv’s milita^ 
service, dated Decx'tiiber, 1^21; - 
“ Many of the Hottentots of the niissioiiar}' ' 

tioiis which wo have visited ;q>}iear to u> fullv on* an 
eqmditv, in point td’ (ivilization, w ith a ga’at portion of 
the laliouring class in our own aiutdry; and among 
those of Betllelsdorp partieularlv , English habits and 
English feelings seemed to be rapiiilv gaining ground. 
Many of their houses were eMoediiiclv tomforlablo 
8ud clean ; and, in this respect, it is rather renanrkuble 
how lar tlicy have overcome the prov erbial liltliiuess of 



TOSTIMONIES IN 


m 

formtT habits. Their public spirit and disinterest* 
edness luive been shon n in the frratuituus coatribiitio}) 
ot'llteir labour to works of charily iuul ^'Ciieral utility; 
such as tl«‘ ( hurch. HcluHtl-hbuse, road, kraal, tank, and 
poor-lumse at lletheiMlorp, coiistriicted entirely at their 
tnvi) exjanise ; while the vobiiitary support ot this last- 
nientioned ivsvitun for iho aired and intirm, albmls also 
a stn^no" proof of tlu‘ Itenevolence of their disfiositiuns, 
and the iitnucfue of rivili/inir principles of the best 
kind on their eenerul condia f. 

“ Wi' aeie triad to find that the industry of the 
peojtle, at the diflerent institutions, was fettered by no 
restrictions on the part of tin- nn*-sionaries, and that tlio 
profits ol i! were tuitireiv their own. I'he nii-Ssionarits 
assured ns, that they '•irif tiv avoid interfei in*»- with ihe 
Jteople in llu' di>jiosai of thetU's-h t'S, and that they had 
Iperi'ect bbertv to <4-0, whenever and wherever they 
jpleased. 'I’he outward ( in unistaiK'cs of many of iheiti, 
flyeib hour's. ( attic, wa4i,n>i)s. (Jtc . allord un<]uestifi?i- 
afcle proof of their indu-'tn ; uhih' tlie tjiiantity of Enru- 
ptran articles sold at the stations of ikdhelsdoq) and 
'nieopolis, also shows that the people in ffenend ate hir 
feun beinc- insensible fo'tlie cornfoils of ci\ili/.cd life, 
•l>f tpftwillliio- to laliotir to attain tlienn” 

Tlie foilowintr is an extract of a letter fnun I'homas 
|*ringk*, Esq. now Ms'retarv to tb<* Sixiefy for the 
MitiglUioii atid gradual .Mwlition of .‘slavery), written 
frorti the Oalfcr frontier, and dated March, 18’2d:— 
** On niy joimiey from AIloxi Hay towards Bavians 
Him', f sj>ent sevfTuI da\s at Ikdht'lsthrrp ; and ! shall 
inm’ offer a few remarks <»n the present situation of that 
insfitiiiion, which, from an individual like me, entirely 
wncuTinected with your society or your congit^hufl; 
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niay, perhaps, not te unaocepfable, at a time when 
botii yourself and your sooiety are assailed on aU hands 
by enemies and calumniators. 

“ It is now just about five years since 1 first visited 
Bethelsdorp, on arrivino' at Algoa Bay, with my party 
of settlers, in 1820. At that time, the (nitward ap^ 
pear-atict* of the pla<e was far fr<»ni preixissessing”. 
'I'he countrv around is natur.dly bleak and barren, and 
tiic want of water for irriiration had prevented the in- 
habitants from ( tilii\atiii'j:' j^ou dens or planting fruit- 
trees. 'bhe same cireiunstaiKcs, the want of {personal 
;ui(i }>ennanent interest in the soil, tind, above idl, the 
want of the iei'lings and habits which siu h circum- 
"-t atices promote, had prcA cntetl the Hottentots of Be- 
tlieisdorp from attaining that progress in the comforts 
and tleiforuras of ( ivilized life, wlndi tt'iid so much both 
to improve their own character, and to please and prp- 
jiMssess the passing traveller. dhe-'C defects, which 
were indeed much more the misfortune than the 
o( the Ik'thelsdorp Hottentot^, have In’cn, since that 
period, to a git'at degree retneditHi. Many of the Hot- 
tentot families have now substantial, tlean, and com- 
niiidiiius houses. Some Itaveeveti reached a degree cf 
( oinioirand (onveniein e imu h beytmd the average of 
die frontier lMK»r.s. 'The kloof, adjoiiung the sc’Ruty 
liro'ok, has bet'll t iiUivattal to the utmost extent of its 
rapabilities. I1ie whole of tlu‘ jx’ople. and even tlie 
majority i>f the ('hihiren, an' def eullv dressed in Eng- 
lish manufactures, 'llu' ,sheep-skia I'aross and its 
s<|ualid accompanimetifs have disappeared. Many of 
the |>eople have waggons and tixi'u, and earn much 
money by carrying gtXHls to (Irahams d'owu, &c. 
1 here are good masons, parpentens, smiths, and other 





# Uifr work in the risinjif vil!ji|ft‘ of Port as 

W>ell as tlu* t arion« iTn()rt>venHnits hi juto^ress »t Bethek-^ 
dtwp. 11^) entire aspec-t of the phiee mud its • inha* 
tiitanfs has ‘itnkinjrly improved sinee I first visitfed it : 
iWre is an air uf luHvrty and iateHi^iws* ai>o«t thn 
people, whieh I di«i not then |HMt tnve; and i hwvenn 
donht that tht'vare rising-, and that rapidly, in thesmie 
of soiiety. 

So inudi fur ovtorna!'-. In rt'^ard to the progfress 
of piny and mends it is more diflicuH for me to speak 
with pivrision. as the e\ hieni es on these points require 
a more elose uikI emilions iijv( stiyation than { mn pro- 
fess to laoe (fiven ; hut I have Ihtle donht, from all I 
C‘on!d observe during my xi^it, aiul from niN subst'- 
quent inquiries in tle‘ vi<*initv, that niueh has ht-ett 
done, and is now tlonoj-. in t}u*se most imp<artant mat- 
fetS. 'Hiere is eveta iqjpearafKi* of sfrionstoHj-, an<l 
sincfetiiv amon<f tlo’ mass uf liu- people in their relipfious 
assemblies, 'fhen* )s no dnmkejmess, ami, so far as 1 
mil a>(t'rtasn, ten trrnss !)reae}H*s of tiiomlit) at Ikdlteis- 
dorp: thouirh il i-* true, that tlu* Htdlentots resi<lm£r in 
the neij'hlnainntr \illaires of I itenha^e and l*ort Kli- 
2 ^lx,'lh atv esf-eetiinob enriiipted. At ( imhain’s'roHit, 
I tiear, the\ are in u stdl more tleplorablc eonditinti. 

'■ ** But nhat pleaded lue more than any thiiiir else on 
thhl visit, was the appeanini'e of (he wtmol.s, both for 
ehitdrert and adults. 'I’he Snnday-w’hool for adnte i* 
eftw'ient and interesting, in a verv high ilc^ree. Th^ 
ttHafftM-twl esimestnetis and flrd<nirs»\in£.“eil by thewhok* 
adult jMqmlatioii to learn (f> re-ad their biWes, was tar 
lieyond hny thing i eould have antieipaliHi ; and t», ^ 
bdt<*ve, qmte uriprc^XHlCTifed in any (ither insiitotw** 
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gc}H)^ tov0ifoirg»lt ait<^e!Jier their csonstitutiwd ftpa- 
t{iy*i»aNl «M>P«Hr to have at once a(>quired thp earitest- 
ncss aail tivacity of the natives of southern thjrope^ i 
^Mn regntti fo llie other irnprovenieote of the plapJi 
it is umitH tMisary i6>r ino to s|)eak, as they niust be dU 
ufll known h) you. The cxct'llent alios-house, tbg 
tanks, the smiths’ shops, the stortj, and missionaries' 
houses, are all great and obvious improvements since 
iny (ormcr visit. 

I am glad to lind my o\vn sentiments resj)ecting' 
Bellttd««k>r|> <!orrol)on»(ed lay s<» irujwtrtanl an evidcnceas 
Sir Hkhar<l Flasket, lb; v isited Ikhlielsdoi p about tea 
days Ixd'ore me, in ((nnjjany with the landdrost, Coloaci 
Cuvier, mid expressed himself, as 1 was inftirtae4i 
highiy phased with llu‘ appearaucv' and g(H)d order pf 
the institntion ; adding that ’ it was evident, that if any 
lliing luid Iwem done for the Ib>tlv*ntol race, it bid bepp 
done by the missiomwies.’ Even (,'olonel Cnyler boapti 
relm tant testimony to tlje iinprovements at Betii^Sf 
dt)rp, which he had not visited for two years preceding. 
1 hear that Sir liichard expre.ssvsl )ns o|>iniau in favour 
of Ik'tlielsdorp, also, vt'iy .strongly to tl»e governor at 
Crahain’s I'own, and nigv^d him to visit the institution,, 
ile has not, however, been suwessfnl ; for Lord 
Charles irvomcrsel has p;u>sed Ikithclsdoip, both in 
going and returning, within a few mihv;, witlmut hiO«; 
uouring itswith a vivsit, or showing it any token of his 
liwiMn', On. the eoutrary, it is remarkable that bb 
•isit ti> Tli tern huge has been instauUy followed up: by 
fresh acts of ojipression and perstn ution towards (hb 
utshtuthMi. The Hiksioimries mo now ordeix’d to coL, 
^b a^-ibe wtipoBsibl© for the e/igurt/ of tim iloit£^«t 
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tl)ls a tneastjre whieli. in tho Hfcumstfinees df Be- 
thel«a:i<»rj>, is e<]iially odious nnd tmpftieticahle. In short, 
it is clear onouy h that 1/irtl t'harh's aru! Colonel Cuvier 
artretjtuilly disjKised to aiinov and ham'«s this plaw* to 
the utmost of their power, if not to destroy It utterly. 
It was I*)!)!? an eye-sore, and i'; now a rt^proach to tlu’ia 
both ; hut it has, 1 trust, n Protector, who will turn 
their ctniusels into roo!i>luiess.” 

In pui*<tian< e of a ]>lan. which had for its ohjwt the 
education t)fthe soil', of (he mi'i>i<>Maries, and of voiinc 
natives, to fH’einfjhocd as sihoohna'itets and teachers, 
&e., the IC'V VV ilhain Cosn'r, a ijent Ionian of a ciilti- 
vuttal niimi. and othcrwi>e we!! iiifial for such an im- 
portant stiitioit, was M'lii to Snath AiVit a l»v the di- 
r«u tors of tire i^<)nd>in Ml'^iollarv Stwielv, Mr. I 'aster 
was ap|M>iiitod in nindiu t the proposnrl seiniiiarv, and 
with this view ho arriv (’ll at the ( 'ajie earlv in 
In the fnlitjwian extracts nf two loiteis from llofhets- 
dorp, addressed hv that Lrciiiinntaii to the directors af 
the s/K‘ietv. d.dcd Mav and .lane I'.t, Ib'di'i, th*' 
render will find aflditional confinaation of the [irc- 
eeding' sfatements. and a jilcasina- view of the conti- 
nued projicrdv .'f the institafinn 

'I’he npi'M'arancf' (if IkaheKdorp and Theopolts is a 
prat tical n fulatina of tlm < alnmni<«4 « in iihded a[,nai)sl 
them, particularly taraiust the former and these dit- 
ferent ijistitations challean-o the applause of the camiid, 
and evenof enemies. In ifie sohnois, the British svsicm 
mav t»i ser*n in a state of |M*rlection erptal to almost aiiv 
thin£f that cun Ih* \vitiiosse<l in fjiirlund. tuid the tnn”- 
bers under instruction, an<l their proljciencv, me tciilv 
admirable. I’he number of sch<M»l.s her*! at prttst'id i» 
sk^ including twodt»y*fK;hook, and two 8und«y'«tAcK>ls 
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for the children) a large adult sdiool on the Sabbath, 
and an evening ischool in the week, besides the semi- 
nary which 1 have cunniienced with the natives, in 
which they are pnjctx-ding in the morir important 
braacht^ of knowledge. 'I'hc various societies of a 
bcaevulent uiid religious nature call into exercise 
thusti principle.s whicii, from the puljiit and other 
quarters, are enforcr'd upon them, and, as is inva* 
riably the ca.se, elsewhere tend to strengtlien and bring 
tlieiu to uialuritv. 1 am happy in observing, in the 
lioportment ol' every iiidividiiiil, the utmost quietness 
and sobriety : Uiere is nothing like a tnrniihuous or 
noisy assembling for the purposes of sinful mirth or 
niisdnef, so that tln)se who are not tlio most active 
nu'fobcrs of the community are not, in a contrary 
manner, injurious. 

“ ihe public sjiirit of the p<>opl(‘ is rernarkalde. com- 
}iar«l witii their limited means ; the buildings 

on the place, uliicli iiave resultcil Iruin it, ta'ing' worth 
many ihousmul dollars, while others atx* designed, and 
Some in acttiai progress. 

“ Many oppressions, under wliidi the people of tins 
station have laiuture-.l, have lia|)j)ijy l»een susjrended. 
Ihe restrictive niea.snrcs, with rosjHiTt to the Mottetitot 
nation, luiwevur, which are still retained, have a very 
injurious tendonev ujam their industry and advantx- 
meiit. A short time ago the missionary station.s were 
ill ruins, the missioiuiries and their people desponding, 
and the latter scattered : as an inevitable cotistupience, 
nistruction, botli religious and useful, was almost at a 
stand, the prt)gress tJiat hud lieen made was nearly 
Inst, and the enemies of missions ointidenlly predicted 
a complete itiuiupb. lire timely intorjvositiun of 1^4 
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liuto giveu ]^ie preseijt mip«^>fur 
tile i»<ul vesaure«!?s tlie HotteatwtSi. f What h 

%) lieeiA >u tlieii' and eomparoitv&l}! suij^ 

sfcj^iill ^retinihtoiicesj imy Jw dated from that Jieiriad; 
and ttheu tlu) hjjjtcxu of coutracth, us at prats* 

with that of pa&.>cfe, the unjx>t»isibiltty of iegidly 
hoiding land, toifctlier wtUi tlie denial of the oUier 
pglitfe of free peristni>H are alK»lisbed, tlwre cau lie no 
quo^lioii iu- to the tertaiutj of Uietr attaining rank and 
importuiice in Mniety- Their alleged’ incapatsity for 
file, ewjo uncut of .-iotial righb, in their dihcharge of 
nay, social diUie>, pio\ch ah idle «<> it is ii)aUw»u<# — tiie 
(uavenient pretext for prefatiiig an act of oppmjsion. 
llies<‘ iin[trt)vcnu-nt'. I ii\ in* inc.uis Hold out as the 
chief objects of nuh*<!oiiar) attention, thougli with those 
who aie brought into iunnediau* cont.ut witli tlie na- 
tive.'*, and .sec iiow iuUinatc is the relahou bt'tweeu their 
tepipurai and religious unpnneinent — how eonalbrtahle 
tircunistauus prevent inutinurable tnmptalions, they 
tti'g apt, Uf ocon[>v wore aUention than, }x»fhaps, i> 
Judg2e4i ngjd by those who are lebs ininutel) ao 

qindntnd With Uteu}. 

TIm 2 present state of our Christian society here is 
Ipore. analogous to that of a dissenting ejuireh at home: 
and though tiiere nta) have U\*n few athidions lately 
f|),||K|,humlier \isibfe uiiiwrfe, there have i>efm few 
or iiistanees of declension; tlw meiahers have ad- 
V^ecd pvtdl) in the stedihstnm and anmintefiey ef 
t|^ir, ptrofestiion^ wlihh, to thos>e who retkid how pm- 
in geneTsd, is the Chrktian (xiiidoot of tlwm 
Ijgf leelpimed./roin heatheuisini wall be- far fmnt 
a^'Uigiifed ipsignilieiwC, Itehgiop, paay h® 
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^ liAve afstiiacid ti«)pe tho churoetiNrlfif^ 

fr»rtnOTiy, icif«^tn8tttAce of being' a€fede4,'«i«ler 

exhibitions of the gtw^pel, is 
jiOfloa^^'eenfiii^red by themselve-i as an uneqoiiNeci® 
proof of thbirfbeing under its inllueiiee. Greht<^" OdrO 
and' cb^sritiiinatimi are now exereised' in* regawi 
the candidates for eorntnonion. No complaM caitdNs 
wade as to the attendance at the public exerctsei 
of the sanetuary, and it is jdeasing to notice the earnest 
attention observable in almmt all the wngregution. 
To the etfects prcKhieed by the |>reaehing of the gospel, 
wv may add the* nnmennts other inlluenees of a dirtjctiy 
ndigions iiatniv, whieh are acting n[K»nthcm, the effect 
of which cannot be uiictTtain, thtaigh gradual, and, 
hitherto, imperf-eptible.’’ ’ 

In his secjond letter, dated June 19, IS'iG, Mr. Fc^r 
writes as follows : — “ 1 have no hesitation whatevet’ itt 
athrming. that the capacity of the Hottentots for the 
anpiisition of kiumledgt' is ecptal to that of EuropeBl^> 
I .speak of what f have seen in i>ur schools, and in tho^ 
of matnner \ears under my care. The latter at first 
Iftltonitxf under the dtftionltio'. of having discontinued 
for some u'aiN thoM* habits of recollection, more espe- 
cially exercised at schools. But they lire rapidly ac- 
quiring a greater facility in this respect, and prove 
themselvw enpable of any degree of advancement. 

*' Were there no prejudice agjiinst their complexion 
in thft' community among xvhom they woiild have to 
laboirr; many wa>uhl prolaiblv be able to discliarge any 
dmies tlu' Bociety might lay upon them. But hmrf the 
case is such as .scarce any can conceive without wit* 
if. As the institutions furnish a refuge to the 
Hottentots frcMtn life oppressions of the btwrs and 
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ealdftists, aU of whom eonsider they have a right to 
their Ht’r vice I they aiv {<>t)kc<l upon with a very evil eye, 
a«d a^iduously misrepresented to the jffoveracaent, 
as furnishing only mt'ans ami motives to •iudoletife. 
The slavery tiiai has existed in this colony, and ex> 
enised its iwmicious intliumeo upon Uie inhabitants, 
leading them to regard all of a dark complexion 
inferior iKHiisrs, and a species of pro{)erty, or desi'rv- 
iiig only to betoine such, has grt^atiy stggravaied this 
hostility. 

“ l/jider such circumstances, the only proof of the 
utility of (ho stations that is uiulenialde, is their im- 
provement in industry and ( iviiization —to impress ilic 
nrsx^sity of which is ilu* hindeti of the niissioiiarv’s 
dailv vouk ; am! the pe< uliar circuinstames of the case 
here, sometimes, perhaps, encroach too innch on his at- 
tention to their spiritinii comenis. 'I’his slitmihis, lenv. 
ever, has been happilvimi without ciiect ; the mouths of 
the enemies tii uiissiuns have been slopped, aiiil these 
who are stransrers and ( andid, unaimnouslv ackiiuwhslce 
the great supnionty of tlie natives witli us to those vlw 
are elsewhere. Hut attention to this f»bitsi.'t mnst not 
for a Eiomcnt be relaxed. W ere tin- Hottentots loiim! 
retrofirading, (iiere ( an4)e little doubt that thedainiHU' 
raii#CHl atrainst the stations through the wlade f(»iuiiy 
would etlisi their su[jj,r<'ssion. i ifjtru the views aiitl 
prejudices, and tent[»t‘rot the colonists, it will heacoa 
wdemble time helore we imn exjMu t to see ilotteiitots 
qualiiied and ja>sscxst‘d of snllicient weight of character 
to tit them to take the charge of our missionary i>'»*^‘ 
tnlion ; timv must, for a tjinc, retpiire protectors as 
weU ttg taat;hc‘rs. As sc;lHM)imaslers, however, and a-s- 
fcishuitu in preaching, they would prove uaejtceptionably 
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pftTiifttlArly in fhp kttef eniplf^rt^ni Th«e 
an' now nmnwvtiH places; in thf* n(*is^jbrtnrb6od of tbe 
s<a1ion<*; where th(' j)fo3pc! niij^hf be published, and they 
will swtn be erently ini mifted. 

I w’onld sng‘ 2 ;'£‘st a> the society the desirableness of 
obtaininijf missionaries ainoni' either the Eng'lish dr 
l)at(h in (his coiintry. 1’he extinit of the poptilation 
is such, that a snflicient number might now l)e ob* 
tained for all the fnndH the society eonid devote to this 
jtiu1 of the world. Dr. Pliilip procured several persons 
in (’ape 'rown, who an' now nsefnily emphm’d in the 
scnice of the soeietv. besides others who have mate- 
riallv uidinl its operations. By such an arrangement, 
all the lietiefn of Eurojican missionaries would, hie 
manlv speakini^, be scotired. while the saeriliee of feel- 
itie' and the risk of health tvoiild i>e groatlv diminished. 

“ No < oinmeiieenient has vet laen made with the 
children of the misvionaiies, owino- to the want of a 
siillicient honse. and other cngagi’ments, which have 
devolved u[Km me. As soon as a hnildinff is eoin- 
plctid, (w hieli w ill soon he -the ca'-e.) when' they can 
He assembled, those on the plarx' will i.e n'<'eiv(*d who 
fan reside with their parents. I trnst soon to be 
fin onred with the decision of tlie direetors, particularly 
with if'speet to the site of the seininarv, that I may la? 
ahle, more regiilarlv and ell'eetivf'lv, to eommenw my 
operations Ilian I can do at pn'st'id. 'fhe ein'orn- 
staiues in which th«' Hottentots have hitherto been 
placed as a nation, n'nder the advancement of them* in 
anyn'speet. most intt'reslinjx, partieniarly the (ptalifying 
dii'm, by know h'dgf', for the [lublication of the gosp'l. 
Hieir progres.s hits never been so tapid as within the 
last lew years ; and from the petiuliar ctfcuinstatW)^ of 



mi TESTIMONIES IN OF BBT»8i«DORP. 

■A 

tile ooJoiiT, it must continue in an incfeased iiitio. Ilie 
juety of the txdony is chiefly, tlioog-h not exclnsively, 
to be fojind among^it them ; and as the rising generation 
is, for the greatest part, under the influence of a reli- 
gious education ,*andtii^ iht^aMdf religious instruction 
are to ail of tliem much more ahundaut than ever they 

before^ we may hope that the interests bf 
and undctiled religion will yet mon^ extensivtdy p>os|K'r 
among them. The providence of God seems emphati- 
cally wiping away their reproach, and elevating them, 
bOthi'hy spiritual and temj>or.il means^ hi tho smle of 
ni^oiis. It k pleasing to contemplate this revolation, 
mad still HMire so to be in any way connectesi wiii it a.s 
attijinstniraont.’' . ■ ■ .,'i . 



OHAPTBE m. 


Mr. FirjiJt Visit to SoolU Afrioa.— Pat;alts(j0rp*— sl^ 


M»ss(}(^liaiiy Patait — His Deat|i and Character. — Mr, Csmpbf:!r8 
' ' ' Otlier Tesumonics in regara 


to m'"’ 


THBUTwit of niy friend, the Rev, John 
SoB&iAfttca, in 181 ;:^, by the appointment of the'dwee** 
tors of tl»e Lottdon Missmnary Society, (wbiidi was 
(Hcasioned by tlte death of Dr. Vanderkemj),) tegsthesr 
with the favourable dispo.sitions of Sir John Cradtrck, al- 
lowed the missions; ulri'ady planted a breathing^ time at 
that jK'ruKl, and was the means of increasing the num- 
ber of onr stutiuiis. A.s the details of Mr. Campbell’s 
jottrney are befi>re the public, «t is unne< essary for i^e 
to rt'peatvvhat he has already narrated. I shall, tliere- 
fon.*, proceed to give a brief sketch of the progress of 
the new institutioiw founded under his directions, and 
of the dillicuUies they have had to contend with. The 
thief of these stations within tlie colony are Pacaltsdor[> 
and 'fheopolis. 

Pat altsdorp is situated in the district t»f Getnge, on 
an extensive plant, which lies between the sea and the 
great mountain range which terminates towards the 
Knysna and Plettenl>erg’s Bay. The vilhtge is be- 
tween three and ft»ur miles distant from the town of 
(h'orge, anti two miles from tlte sea ; and commmids 
fi'iew of the extensive plain on width it is situated, of 
tl‘e sea, and of the town. The ground around it is 
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iiw flat for a lover t»f the pieturt'stjoo; but the no?)le 
«(];?« of mountaiiH which hounds the prosjK'ct in (tm. 
direcriw, tiirms a line of verv tine olyects, and relieves 
the stone from anythinia' like inonolonv. 

At the time when Mr. Odmplwll fits.t visited this 
plaa?. it was railed Mooo^e Knud, and was tMCupi(V(j 
by the Hottonfot Captain, l)ikk(vp, and the remains of 
bts p'o|)le. 'i’hese jieople had ocrasionaliv heard (ho 
niii^sionaries on their jonniirs, when passing {hf-oia»li 
the district, and had (‘vprtNMxl an earnest desire lor 
oae to come and instnirl tliem. Mr. ('atnpbeli uc. 
eordinirly visited their kraal, and drives the followiiitf 
ACtJOtmt ot his visit ; — 

*' In the hireniKin, I ureunipanied a few of (hem on 
a visit to their kmal ; svhen almost w ithin a (jiiarfor ut'a 
mile of it. f <(Mild hardiv distincfnish the town, when 
pointer! to bv th<‘ I lottrntots. on arf omit of the low- 
m*ss of the wretrhcd huts whoh i.niposod it. 1 fniisei 
tlwj but of the rhief nuher iarjrv'r than the rts^t, so 
that in tlje <eiitre of it I mnild staml iipriij-h! : it was 
eonstrnrterl of brain hes f<f tns's, roveied with reefis. 

I olrserved no other furnitme than two low' i-onehlv- 
tm-tde stoioi-, and two or tliree wooden pails for roii- 
t«fnin*f water. One oj the stiwils was jdaecfl for me 
in the middle of the hot, surroonded lt\ the Hottentots, 
who were elosely seated <»n the floor, all anxious to 
lettrn the result of the eonfeo'mx’, 

** I then itH|n»re<l whether thev were all desiiotts ol 
having n mt!««ioHary to .settle mnonost them ? whiih 
#IIK tinswered uminiimuislv in the aflinnative ; Imt, hi'*'' 
tlndf chief, (hev ewild not ussi^is anv reason, excepf 
be the same thitig.s whieh were taught to the 

wliite |>ei^>ple. 



uoope xR&Ai.. 

A very iiged, miserable-looking man, coming into 
the hut during the eonferencc, with scarcely a mg to 
oover hiuj, excited luy attention ; he came and tcKik 
u seat by rny side, kissed my hands and legs, and, by 
most signitkant gestures, expressed his extreme joy 
in the prospect of a inisHionary coming amongst tliem. 
ills (x'liduct iiaving dct*ply intert?sted me, 1 asked him 
whether lie knew anytliing about Jesus tJirist? Hil 
Hiiswer was truly aiU*cting — he said, ‘ I know no more 
about anything than u beast.' 

“ Every eve and ear was diret lt?d tow’ards me, to 
learn wla'ilier a missionary would be sent to the kraal 5 
and when 1 told liiern that an excellent mis.sionary, I 
had no diuibt, uould Ixi sotm with them, they expressed, 
by .<igiis, a deuree of jov and deliglit which 1 cannot 
[lossihly describe. *' 

'Hie He\ . Charles Patall, a iiiissionarv in the seivioe 
uf (he Loiiduii Mis>iuiiarv Sik ictv, was then employed 
preaching among the fanners, in the <iistri<!t of ,Swol- 
lendam, and being at the tunc without any jM>sitiv« 
engagements, he cunsented, at the invitation of Mr, 
Camp[.K;it, to settle among this jx,*ople, as their in* 
stria tur, 

W hen Mr. Pat alt first came to resitie amtmg them, 
he found them without inelosures, without ouitivated 
ground, without gardens, and without any dwellingSi 
with the exception of a few small huts, made of iwils, 
in the form of hee-hivos. AU their clothing consisted 
ol the lilthy eaixiHs, which served them for a covering 
by day, and for a IkmI luid bed-clothes by night. 8unk 
in indojenct^, they stddoin waked hut at the calls of 
appetite 5 atid wiien the cravings of nature were stvtif* 
fled, they went to sleep again. 



P«u3^ was a tery reiaackAble pani^ A^^^seetaa 
tQ ]^?e U\re4 oumstaatly jwk in tlte |»escnm oC (ii^<i,^ ^ 
mliaiog He 

n^on of Uie peopiei tuid aiming at th% ha i^vidtid 
llteir BHods aiid mulUptied Uimr <miforts» He feiteM 
aded towards Ui«iin as a wise fatlier acts towards hia 
cbildieii ; lie was gentle, disinterested, always> env- 
pdoyed ; possessed a happy talent in conversation, auad 
ft great coounand over his own tamper. He liad beea 
di^ioyed upwards of a year itiacmting over the difr 
tact of Swellendani, and hud coinmarKhjd tite jpespect 
and affection of many of the fanners w lio kn^^him. 
In bis Jouniies, lie used to Imlg*; at the farm-hooses : 
cm th^ occasions, he never lost sight of his niuiLste- 
rial character, and his aeal was marked witii sucli a 
degree of prudence, that the family which rea’ived 
him as a strangt^r felt as if Uiey hail entertained an 
angel unawares. 

ills first business on arriving at Kraal was to 

erect a temporary habitation for biinself. In doing this 
he was assisted by the Hottentots ; but for whutewr 
khour they gave him at his own house or garden, lie 
cfoliged tht'm to take jiayment. Thin gtmerosity «iwl 
disinterestedm^ss endt*arc*d him to the jieofile, t'sia- 
hlidted his nntbority tunong them, and enabled liitn 
to bend Utem to tlie accomplishment of his platis. , 
Ai^ raising a small hut of only one a|)artmetit, wliii b 
wm laerely designed to answer his puif|iose till i*« 
ocMiid btBld a more substiwitial house, he drew out a 
gvoundr-pkn of his intended village, whieli lie 
in tworC^n streets pandh l to each otlmr ; mark<d out 
ik the houses, and got the ptKijde to build 
deoii|i^itaiioftS for tbemsdiyes. He surrounded 
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r)e^^pl^ ; pn)vMcd t!!cni%H!f %ei?d t6 plint^it;* 

and them hdw to cttfth'ftte it. 

fiir hi owrcomiti)^ their indolent habitsyl thdt 
to bisd^ilth, and' within five years after hw 
amon^ them, in addition to their ov^m 
and < om-f»e}ds, they had built a church, capable bfetltl^ ' 
tainingr two hundred and fifty people, which i^as usedl 
as a sehoobhouse durin|?' the week; had inehr^ed^the* 
f^reaterpurt of the villufje with a sulistantiul turf wall, 
four feet thick at the bottom, and fuo at (he top, and nyc 
feet high; had made iuclosures for their rattle; and,tis; 
\\aterwas scarce in tlie sunnmw, had formed, with gfeat^ 
labour, (wo artificial tank® or reservoir^ of considerabfe 
(limensioiH. He showed imu h prudeiue by the me* ‘ 
thods he adopted to overcome the aver'ion to labbfir 
lommon to jx'ople in a savage state. It wa« hisprAr- ’ 
*i(e always to work alono- with tlx'in and crradudlh’' 40 
increase the time devoted i^aeh day to manual lalxilit; 
!)v this means lu' stimulated them to perseverinff ett- ' 
ertioii. and kui them from those hubiN in whkh^dtie ' 
lifiur’.s labour in the day was a burden, to work rtithf* 

( iieerfulness six or ('iirht Heiutf accustomed to labour 
l<ir tliemseives, tliev did not feci (be same objections as' 
lorinerly. to work tor the farmers ; and finding that, by ' 
tliiis exerting themselves, they ( onld obtain Knropean 
aiticles of clothing, they gratiually rtH««im'edthe^»ht‘ep ' 
‘'kin raross, and clothed themselves in Brittsh fframi- 
factures. While teaching them to build tht'ir houses ' 
<uul eultiv ate their grounds, he tmhvened the hour* of 
labour by instructing them, in the most easy and feihi- ' 
liar manner, i» the pi inciples. and duties of religion. ' 
Iheir exer€i!}o, by this ineana, wiis rendeml a pleasiiitf 



DEATH OF aiijt PACAfcT. 

to them; ami the methodls he et»pi<>yed «u those ocia- 
siofis, to instruct them, jjave him an iutiraate acquaiiU- 
iuice with the state of their minds, and enabled him on 
the sabbath to adapt Ins discourses to their differeiit 
situsitions. '['lie style of his preachiiiy- was convor- 
satioriai, and he kept the aHentit)n of his audience cun- 
stantly alive by uddressins^' them by name from the 
pulpit, and abruptlv askiu«>' them {jnesti(}ns to ascertai}! 
whether they nndei>tood tlie subject of his duscourse. 

He paid j>iirticular attention to the risino- gcat^tioii, 
To assist hitn in the school, he had taken j’Teat jiains to 
instnn t a remarkably clever Hottentot !H)y, who, at tlie 
at^e of foniTtHMi, w as able to t oad net the school with 
those i|ualifications which a?x‘ necessary ttnninaud 
the n.*s[Hxrt and vibedieme of thost' placed under lii> 
care. 

1 he death of such a man as Mr. Pacalt i,s a piiliiii 
(ralamitv, and as su< h. it wa> fell by ail who were at. - 
CfuainttHl with hi" worth; lait to himself it was ureicibc 
fisjin labour, aiui the i<>\ftil cmisiimuiatioii of his fervent 
pravers. He was conscious of his appioachitij; end. 
am! a.s-sured his ifiend Van Kerval, the landdrost td 
(.ieori^e. in the rno.st jdacid manner, tiiat his death wie 
at hajjd : and that he was about to enter into his re.st 
and receive his crown. 

He b'Sjueathcd all his property, amounting* Ot l‘iui 
thousTind rtA-doliars, to the Sm i<.“iy witli which he was 
eoom?<‘ted, and left V an Kerval, the iauddrosi, and 
Mr. Ilerold, clergry man of the district, exei utors el 
will. Many of the neiirhlMuiring' e<dotiists, and all th*’ 
Hottentots, felt as if they had lost their lather. 
funeral wa.s attended by tlie hx;ul authoritie.s, the clergy 
man <tf Uie distTicl, and many toiooisfo. 



DESCRIPTlOJ^^jp PACALTSDOKP 


243 


Contrary to the usniat practice of the Doteh Church, 
the liev. Mr. Herolcl attempted to deliver an address 
at his funeral ; but his feelini^s, toi^i-ether with the fisel- 
in^s of bis audience, preventi.‘d his procecdiiiff, and 
with one accord they lifted u[> their voices and wept: ^ 

My father, mv father! exclaimed the venerable Van 
Kerv'al, and lie could utter no more. When tlie cotfm 
was laid in the g-rave.the Hotleutots quite unexpectedly 
beg»n, as if bv eont i'rt, to sine; a Dutch hymn, taught 
thfOT fey Pacalt, in wliich he seems to have antieipa ted 
his own funeral, and to have suggested that they might 
sing it on that occasion. 'I'hc hymn coinnieiRt*s with 
an address to the grave, as the quiil resting-place of 
the believer; as the place where his dust is deposited 
ti) refine ; as the place where Christ was laid, and from 
whence he arose ; and where, like (,'hrist, we shall I’est, 
till, by the Power wliich raised him, we shall rise also 
to everlastiii<i' life, d'he tnemorv of the just is blessetl, 
and .Mr. Pacalt will lie reineinbered with aii'cction for 
nianv vears to come. I he lamldrost requested the 
cohinial irovenirncnt to name the pl.n e Ihicailfedoqa, 
after its founder, which request tiie government ac- 
ceded to. 

His {iluce was supplied liy Mr. Messer, whom the 
de|mtation of tla' London Missionary Society found 
lahouring among the peo[)le in the year 

At the period Mr. Paeait began his ini.ssion, he hud 
many ( ireumstaiu es in his favour to accelerate hks suc- 
cess, 'fhe part of the country in which these |)eopie 
were existing, and living actxwding to their ancient 
manners, was a new- district, thinly pwipled, and most 
of the farmers were then in the posst'ssicai of slaves 
mid Hottentots, and did not fmd it their interest to 

K : 
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fehse the Hottentots into their service ; bnt in 1819^ 
when the de{)utatitMi visittxi tlie station, a considerable 
alteration had takeji place. I'be abolition i)f tlie slave- 
tratle ln*^au to be* felt ; the ])o{)u!ation and trade of the 
dLstrict had increased ; the colonists bep^iUi to feel a 
Sf'arcity id' servants; and as Ihev found the people of 
Fac;illsdorj> madeijfiMxl serv ants, the\ heijran to^nid^-e 
them the lilKTty and indejn'iHlv'iice they enjoyed. In 
1821, a jvroposal wa.-' nueh' i;. the author a.s a^^ent of 
(he Ijondon Missintuirv So(i«‘fv, that they shwild be 
dis[><'rscd amono the farmers, and thoir hoa.ses, their 
gnnlens. and corn-iands. ^iven to a imv I'aiolish sv'tflers, 
llie land lieloniritfL’’ to this am ionf kraal of Hottenfnts, 
not fieinu*' ><* mm h as is ociuumIIv p «S'.essed hv otn* of 
the lowest ( lass nf Ah if a!i farmer--, iual could not he 
the nif stive which su»-oc-.ted thi-. props >sal ; and on a 
full reprs’SiMitatiiiii uf !(< (.m.-ltv anrl ininsticc, it was 
abuiKhsned, and liic [xvaph- were preserved from tlse 
slaverv desio'in^d for du'm * . 

Mv worthy friefi-l and folhsvv -travidler, the Ihw. 
Joh»*Can)phei!. who has lalsourfsl s<s /.ealou>iy mni 
effit ientlv in Ivehalf of (In' alvsrii^im^s of Sooth Afrie.i, 
has LOVen, in a let ter to the Kev . (ieoro'e Ihirder, a 
description of Pa< altsdoip, as it apjn'ared on his sccciid 
visit, ill so onijiiiic ami lively a maimer, that I canmil 
Ixdter complete my a. (-aunt of this institution than ia 
(he words of rnv amiahh* and evcidleiit colleaifue 

“ In the m onlh of A|)ril we left (Jape dm" 

f«>r the pnqx»se of vivitintf tlie .stations eastward of dwl 
place. As we advanced towards Iforso'e Kraal- tii*' 
fsKirs (or 1 bitch farmers; who had known me on 
former journey in that part of Africa, would fre<|iicitd.' 

* Arr-L*.M)Oi. 
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assHW' ** cliaiij»^i? lia<l been prodiicod oti tiie 

place and people of n{)i)^^e Kraal since I had left it, 
tiint 1 should not know it aj^ain, and that all had been 
i'ilected by tlic lidK>urs v>f a sinprle missionary, — Mr. 
Pactiit, who had died only six inonti»s before. 

‘‘ The nearf-T we uj)proached the settlement, the re- 
ports eoiieernin^* its rapid iiiipnoeinent inereused, till 
ut len^^li we aiTivetl on the spitt, on the evening of 
June 2d. 

“ Mext morning, when the sun arose, I \ iewed, from 
my waggon, the surnninding scene v. itii great interest. 
Instead of bare, nnpn»diu tiM“ ground, 1 saw two long 
streets willi stjuare-lunlt liuust's on each side, placed at 
eijual distances Iroin each oilier, so as to allow .snllicient 
extent of ground to each iiuuse, for a good garden. A 
well-built wall, .'i.v feel high, was.in front of each row 
of honsos, with a gate to each house. On approaehing 
one <d tliem, 1 foiHid a llottentitt, dresseil like a Euro- 
jieaii, standing at iiis dtiorto receive me with a cheer- 
ful .smile, • 'I his liouse is mine !' said he, ‘ and alsctthat 
ginlen!' in whii h I obserxed there wea‘ and 

apricot tives, decked with their delightinl blos^soms, fig 
trees, eabbagt‘s, potatoes, ptimpivins, water-melons, .Jve. 

“ 1 then went aentss the street to the housr' of a 
person, known by the name of Old tSimeon — the very 
man wliosat in sm h a wretched plight, at mv side, in 
tile hut, when I first \ isited tlu? place, and w ho then said 
lie knew no more about anything than a brute. 1 xvas 
informed tliat ht' bail tieeome a ( hristian, had Ireen bap- 
’ized, aiid nanu'd ' Simeon ;* and, because of his great 
^'ge. they called him ‘ Old Simeon.' 1 found him sit- 
bug alone in the lioiisc, deaf and blind with age. 
they told him w lio I was, he instantly embraced 
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me with br»th hsinds» while two streams of tears rjin 
down his sable chtH'ks. ‘ 1 Imvo done (siiid he) with 
the world lunv ! I have done with the >v<>rld jk>w! I am 
waiting till Jesus C'hrist says to me, Come! I am just 
j^vraitins** till Jesus Christ siiys tt> me, Come!’ 

“I'he «is<* of this sini,oilar rnonunumt of the g;ra(,(> 
of God was very well dcsie! ilKsl by a missionary wIk* 
visiter! 1 b«ii;'e Kraal, on his way b) Ih^thelsdorp, soun 
after his roiiver^ion ; he relati's it tlms — 

“ ‘Chi I'ut'sdav evi'iiino, April Mh, 1>^17, befon* we 
left UtK^ire Knial, ati old mail, aljout bU years uf ajre, 
enjratrod in |iraver. lie <‘s pressed i^reat jrratitude to 
God for s«'it<iini;' 1 lis uu>p<‘l to bis nation, and that in kii 
davs ; and [mrfieniariv for makitiif it etlicacioiis to iiis 
own (otneriion. 

“ In his v(t(it}i!nl days lie was the leader of every 
kind of ini<|nilv . I le was a yreat elephant and butfalo- 
bnnter, and had Muito wunderful orapes frotn the jaas 
of death. Gmc, wlnie hnntino. lu* tell under an ele- 
phant, who eii(lea\onn fi to < rii.>!i luni to di'ath ; bat be 
At another time, lie w. is tossed into the air 
by a bVtflahf several limes, and was se v erely iiniisHl ; 
the animal then fell down upon him; but through h 
kimi providenee be «‘sf aped with hie. V tew years a£u, 
In^ was for some time to appearaiu i dead : aiul was car- 
ried to bis orave soon after, (as is the custom in hot 
rlimatiis,) but while the people were in the aet of throw- 
ing' fh(,‘ rmlh ovt'r him, lu? revived, and »K)n enii»vl> 
re«?overed. 

“ The second time our tnissionary, Mr. Patalt, 
preached at fiooye kraal, he went fnmt the rn{?ct)H!( 
rejok itijir, and saying', that the l.,ord had raised him h'.’fti 
the doid three times, that he might bear ftte werd of 
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Go<i, believe in Jesus Christ, before he died the 
fourth lime. 

“ He was baptized last new-year’s day, and was 
named Simoon. Mr. i^acult told us, it was impossible 
to descril>e the old man s happiness on that <HX-a.si<>ii. 
Heavefdv joy had so filled his heart, and strengthened 
liis weak fiwnie, that he a})|a‘Hred as li\ely as a youth, 
altlKrtigh ninety years of age. He said — * Now I aiH 
willing to die ! S es, I would rather dit' than live, that I 
may go and live for ever aurl ever, with rny precious 
Saviour, iiefon*, 1 \vas afraiil to die ; 0 yes, the 
fhongbt.sof it made mv very heart to tremble ; but t did. 
not knowtiod, and Jesus ( 'hrislllien. Now, 1 have no 
(its*ire to li\ e anv longer. 1 am tot) old to be aide to do 
anv thing hen' on earth, in glorifying tiod mv Saviour, 
or doing g(KKi to mv fellow Hottentots. 1 served the 
devil upwards of eighty yt'ars, and was ready to go to 
everhusting lire; but though a black Hottentot, through 
iiirniite mercy, I shall go to everlasting happiness — 
Wonderful k)ve ! Wonderful grace ! .\stonishiug 
tiierev ! 

“ No htiman being I ever .saw , sr'emed to hil^beea 
Slink into a lower state of (.legrudatiuii than Si/uotm was 
alien I first saw him, both as to mind and body. The 
thangxi efl’eeted by means of the glorious gospel of 
Christ was truly inar\ellous. He was indeed ‘ a new 
man,’ inevei^ sense ; ‘old tiling.^ were done aw ay, and 
all tilings were become new.’ In his ease, the iin[.K)r* 
taiiee and advantiures of sc'iuling the gospel U) savage 
tribes of men most dislinetly appciU's, for it is, in trutli, 
the power of God unto salvation to even/ one that be- 
lieveth, whether lie In,; Jew or heathen, barbarian or 
^ytliian, bondman or freeman ; it disjx'ls his iguoimit®, 
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to [»rejMtli<»s, subdues his eerniptiMs ; i(, 
sl«»rt, it <;haiJif«si the lien into a lamb, and humanizeH 
tlie most brutal ehnractur. 

■ " 'lire next tlniisf whic h uttnu ted my attention, na^ 
tiwc‘ wall which sarrouaded the whole settlement, for the 
* pn>tection of the opardens froit) lln‘ inlnisicMi of (lieir 
tsitUe and of the wiki Unt^ts. It was suhsUmtialiy 
built of excellent .sod-^, cut the shajie of latent* 
brkLs, which sexm bwome hard bv exjxcsure to Ihe 
sail. This wall was six feci hio-h, four tot wide at the 
bottom, and two tlsi. at the top. Hie extent of it was 
eleven thousand, one hundred, and one feet, when we 
had it measun’d ; fait several ihou.-'aud feet vven.^ added 
to it beCort' I fiuully left the sctUcrnciit. 'I'licy had 
formed three exti'usive iiu losuivs, of the sanie kind of 
wall, for kc'epiiio' flair oxen, cows, liorsirs, and sheep 
in tin* nifflit time. 'I'liev h.ul also hutned two larye 
tank.s, or ponds, ior preserviuij a sfot k of water lor the 
cattle in the drv s»‘ason. 

“ A jdace of wiarship had aKo bmi erated, capable 
of sc^tintf two hundred persons. On the Ijord sdav, 
i was tkdij^hted to .s»‘e the timcilcss coming into it, 
clothed iseatlv in white and printed fcotifiiis, and the men 
diVissed like Ki!n>peaits, and carrying' iheir Bibles nr 
Testaments mnler tluir arms, sitting upon bemiies, in- 
stead of tile grtmmi tis turtuerly.und singing the jinust's 
of GckI, with '<ilciimi!y and hannony, from their psahii- 
irooks; turning in tliiir Bibles to the t<;xt that wa> 
given out, and listening to the sermon with serkni-s at- 
tention. I al.’io found a church of (Jhrlst, cousistiti,g el 
airout live ami forty ladiiwing I Iottentot.s, with vvhem 1 
Itcuisevcral times an op|xirtMiijty of eomiuemonitiag 
death of our tord. 
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the wwk-days, I found a school, eousisting' of 
seventy childix?n, regularly taught in tl»e plactrof wor- 
sliij). The teacluM- was a Hottentot lad, who was 
actually a young savage when 1 liret visited the kraal, 
and who, ]jerhuj)s, had never seen a printed word in bis 
life. When 1 tirst kK)ked in at the door of the sehod» 
this lad was mending a pen, whkh a girl liad brought 
him for that purpose, d'his action was .such a pnjof of 
civilisation, that, retlecling at the moment on his former 
savage condition, i Wits almost overwhehnwl. 

“ On entering the stb<K>l, i tirsl visited a row of 
t la-sses coinpt»sed of little Hottentot gills, arranged along 
the rieht-haad wall, each cla.'-s having a j)rinted sheet of 
p<ip<T hanging on tlie wall befnethern, and each class 
furnished with a uiomtor bt inslnict them, llie little 
monitors seemed to feel a degieeof coidideiuc by find- 
ing that they knew more than any in the cla.s.ses they 
taught, it was delightful to me to >ee them puintiiig 
to letters with their I'od, and requiring (.'1' each sclw»lar 
their .sev oral names. 

“ Along the opposite wall were arnuiired cl«(^s of 
little Hottentot Ixn.s, drawn up and empioved in a. simi- 
lar manner. Tlie nuo^ter was lieariug the elder boys 
and girls read the New 'restainent in the Dutch laii* 
guage. 'i'jH‘.se jcad very well. Some wane writing in 
j)a[)er hooks, while others, less advanced, were writing 
on sand or slates. 

“ Such employments must tend greatly to jirotmite 
cuilized habits among the childrim. to improve their 
niciifid powers, iuid to render them more industrious; 
for in their former state thev had nothing to do but to 
play and to sleep, the latter of whieh must have occupied 
the greater portion of their existence. 
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** rfmind n consillemble extent of caltivnted land 
otitekle the wall, which the Hottentots plough and sow 
wdlb wljeat every vear, thcnigha jMjrtioii of it isdestroved 
unruially by their cattle yetting info it while the herd- 
laws are tast asleep, and from which no pnuishnient 
eonid aitogj’ther deter theni. An <d]ict‘r of the HiUtcM. 
tot regiment tokl rue that, had they shot all the Hottentot 
soldiers who wen* found ashn’p u|«tn guard, they must 
liave shot (he whole r*'ginienf. and wliut would have 
hei'n die use of oilicets that / saki he. 

“ The Hottentots were, at the recommendation of t!i<> 
raissioiiarv, about to surttumd their lichls with a wall, 
like that which im Insod their houses and yardens ; but 
whetlier this has brvn cths-tcfl I have not vet learmd. 

*' Indolence, and |>ror‘rastina(ion of lal.'onr from iudo- 
lence. is almost nniversa! among Hottentots. At all 
our stations tliev endeavour to pnt olf digginy their gar- 
dens. and ploiiyhiny tlieir lields, as lony as pos.sih!e. 
with this a}>oloyy It is timc Ksoron ykt!’ 

■' Mr. Pat alt had inm h of lhi> ten»jM*r frr contend 
vvith ; hut hi.s fervent zeal, his pmseveniig application, 
his atiet tionate coiniseis, and his personal exaniphs so 
jHiwcnfuiiv < ituiiferaefed this prevailing disposition, that 
thev actually jM*rhirini*d wonders. 

“ AH the Hottentots are still <m a level with cadi 
Ollier, d'herr' are vet no rlisfiin'tron.s of rank anionsist 
tlwni. Sotue dfivss better than others; some have a 
wagg(>ft aud more oxen tlmu others, and, it may 1 k‘. 

lietter hmise : but thest' things prcKiiu e no elevation ui 
ntiik. rhev will a.s rradilv rompiy with the advice cr 
iujtmetion of the pwiresl as the richest. 'Hie op*rati''<i 
oftiuti slate of things was scnercly experience<l durins.'' 
the {iciiod that elaj^ajd hetweeo the diaitb of Mr. Patait 
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and the arrival of Ins successor, which I think was 
about four months. I'he Huttentot.s were like an army 
without a commander ; every impon'ement eeJised. 
Some of the l lolteiitots were foi' }^oin{^‘ on with the im* 
j)rovenients which were included in the phm of their 
(Its'cased teiwher and friend ; but tlie rest of the j>eopIe 
would not attend to tlieir advice, but desired thateverv 
thinsi’ sliotild reniaiji in the same state until the arrival 
of another missionary. I’liey then Ix^gan to labfuir with 
the same aetivity as before. 

“ l'hus,.Sjr, have I <ri\ en yon, a.s well a.s 1 < onld, 
chiefly from niernorv, a ( ircumstantia! aeeonnt of that 
Hottentot ti>wn, in liotii its states of liarharLsm and 
( ivili/.alion, the latter elfeefiui by the introductiiiii of 
(.liiistian doctrines and duties, of both which they were 
as iifiiorant as brutes, only six wnirs lielore. I’lie tacLs 
I have stated were seen and iieard bv nivscdf when pre*- 
sent with them w hih' in both conditions. 1 remember 
niv worthy coileaL''iie Dr. Philip, w ho was witii me on 
this visit to the kraal, while we wi le viewing' the ini- 
jirovements, more than once whispi red into mv ear. 

What exijuisite pleasure this sight must sjive you, 
having seen them in tlu'ir barbaoius state!' ” 

A commission of two niembei's of the Poin t of Jus- 
tice was apjMiinted. a year or two ago, bv the colonial 
government, to visit the missionarv stations within the 
felony ; and although I have not a copy of their otlicml 
I'eporl, I am authorized by Mr. Neethlinjr. one of the 
ci)mmi.s.sioiiers, to state, that thev were not meredv 
pleased but ivtonishcsl and delighted in the very high- 
est degree with wlrat had been effected at Pacaltsdorp, 
dhe late colonial secaxdary, Lienl.-CAtloncl Bird, who 
visited this station in 181D, expreased his ojiinioii of it 
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to mysf'lf, ill the folliminsv terms : — “ I never saw, in 
any place,” he I'bserved, nioiv iiuhtstrv than at 
Ihu'ah.^dorp : the men were all at work — I saw n,, 
ap[K‘annK-e of i<!letu'ss ; the women were busy ; t},^. 
gardens v\ere laid out in the most regular order, and 
full of veffetahles and (ttlier produce; the houses wore 
n'giilar, ch'an. and neat : and, in short, in my uiuik 
jouruev into (he interior, neither at tienadeiulal, noj 
anywhere else, did 1 see anytliing that tlelighted mo 
so tmu h a'' the mis>ionarv station at Paealt.sdorp ” 

1V> the testiinonv of tin' cotonial secretary we inav 
here add that of tiu’ \em‘rable Van Kerval, the chiof 
magfistrate of the di'-trit t of ( jenrire, as related tu 
the author by Sir ,laidecl thentun, his IVIaicstvy 
naval (■«)mnH’>sioner at the Cape ofCood — 

** When v\e approached (hi-^ station,” said Sir .lahleol, 
■* Mr. Van Kerval address<'d me in the following 
words: — ‘ Von see the-'C hotts»'s, Sir .lahk'el, theo' 
}H*antif»l srardens arid corn-lieids ; when Mr. Fatwlt 
<anu* to this place, the whole grounds on whith v(»u 
s€*e tlwrse marks of rising indu'trv and ( ivilization n'tre 
m btirc «-f Iht' jKilm nf iin/ haniL'^'' 

* Vpt U i'- 'n r<'irTei\n: ir, ‘Jjis \crv Paralt'-tlcrjt, fiip! rd* 

Piscali arcl ’V ariiticrlvCtjip, (witotn hf rails 

v^riu^r in VtturU'rly iitvtew, when tevievsint; 
Mr* LalrclA^ s \iMi in ^anUh Airita/’ hii> itit? hiirdttuHHl in 
ifi tlie fo!k>Hsj5i4' ivntC' ' 

** r{iUtii's:.aHtic r^mtyr-s have spread thcin.stdvfs ov'tT 

its Itriidfs, cticcivrao-itj^ h) ‘H* 

the in thrir n%\n pcrtiliar docUiftps, fuid in nodtitJfT 

dtr* m b hiti lUKi apiweni tn their tiUhv »itd wnMched ci.talflisP^- 
llfJ'lM'iitol's Hlili HI ;i Htute of ,Oiikedoes-*»r 
m Ihidr ancifOt hhi^cfo.skirt of cxprp>?isi»g dim 

gY 3 itShhfe to their Creator in huioih imi the nieilKHiist Ihd- 

iMmi% 4d hill whiittfer, irldfie, liiid ^rom*^ 
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Tlipopoli.s. — Attempts to peoj>le tlie Ziiurve!<l. — Irruption of tUe 
Ciilfers. — Hrave I)i fence ol' TIteopoli'-. — T!ic HoileiUots assist 
the Kiifrlisli in ileieniUii;>‘ (ii aliaiti’s Town. — 111 Treatment of 
the Hottentots. — n<i-,iilitv of tlie (jovenior. — Attempt to alteiiate 
the Lainls of the Institution. — I^ne Iinprovcments. 

Of XliCDjtolis, iKtvv the .'H'coud ini,s.sionary station in 
South AlVit it, the iollott ino- accoimt will, 1 iif>|)e, be 
read with iiitert'st, as it .st'rvcs uot (»iily to illustrate 
the true dtarader of the Jlotteutots and the utility 
our institutions, but tt.'iids, alsi>, to unveil that spirit of 
air^ressioii which has Ixs'u unifonniy inunifestedtowards 
them l)V the colonists and the colonial oi)vern»nent. 

From the establishinent of the IJritish power in South, 
Africa, the attentioii of the local o-o\ erninent w;\s di- 
rected to the . seen lily of the ea.>tern frontier; and, as 
a pix^paratory nieasare, the exjMilsion of the Cafl’ers 
from the tract of countiy tenneil the Zmirveld (now 
the district of Albany) was proposed. Accortiingly, 
in Ib(H), Colonel Collins was sent liv the g'ovemor, 
Ixird Cakslon, to inspect that j>urt of the colony, and to 
collect such information as might facilitate the accom- 
plishment of the desired object, and guard the colony 
against future aggressions. Colonel Collins suggested 
to the government to increase the population along the 
eastern frontier ; and, with this view, to offer grants of 
one luindred and twenty acres each to such persons, as 
ntight be disposed to ^ttle Uiere. But it wus 
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Wfore the year iHli that tiu‘ plan of expelling- the 
{’atfors frinn the Zimrveld vvas snetessfullv cwritHl 
inU>eir»H-t. 'I he force enipluyed on this service was 
{Ktrtly composed of Hoitentitts belonging- to the iustj. 
tiition of Ik*ttielsd(irp, who, fnnn their kiuovledge of 
tiu' t ottntry. (-onlnboteti iitiich to the success of the 
e?tteqfris<“, and ;tc(|uitted themselves to the satisfac- 
titni of the go\ci-nor. Military posts were afterwards 
established, to [inwent tlie leturu of the Caflers, ami 
the Ikh'I-s mui llottentttts were put under reijuiMtiuii. 
with a view to this object. 

After the Zmirveid hml been cleared of the Callers, 
the government turned its attention, as proposed, to the 
measure oraugincnting the population along the Ihm- 
tter, in i,ioiet to keep tiuun in check, Accordinglv, in 
.hint', a ju-ttchonation was Issutal, by which all 

claitns ot the iormer possessois ol loan plaajs in tlie 
Zunrteld weie atimiilcd, and iniia}>itants from all jKuts 
of the colufiv were iu\ itc'ii to .settle on that (nuttier. Not 
fewer than lour tannhes wen- to be hx-ated inone.s(K»t; 
to em'h ‘if these wjts to lie granted, in |M'qH.'tua! quit- 
rent. a trad of latnl of two thousand morgen (or alxiut 
four thousand at res , under the name ol a t^uiLreut 
place. St'vcral of the boors, who had f irmerly t-ttsided 
ill tiie Zmirveid. as well a.s sotne others, were iniiutiHi 
by these oilers to lix on particular spots ; but the few 
who made the experiment (pitckly dis|K‘rHed. 

iliifi plan, from various cati.M*s, having failed, and 
the ( affers, who contriv t'd to elude the military 
cxuiwiitting eontimnil dejirdlaiions in the Ziiurv'cld, the 
govdTimetit recalled its proi-lamation ot June# 1^1 
which hstated four Ikmilkss on «>ne spot, and propt>i*d 
that my bcsjir who was dtwotis to ohtaia the two theo- 
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saiid morgen, might go and fix on a place, in order to 
establish himself there. 

Among the ditliculties to which the tjoors who at- 
tempted to settle in the Zuurveid were subjected, was 
the following : they were unable to provide herdsmen 
for the protectioti of their cattle from tlie attacks of the 
Gaftei-s, Iwiiig U>o poor to purchase slaves, and there 
being in the eotintry no Hottentots except those of 
liethelsdorj), whose cireunistanees were lietter tlian 
they wtmhi have been in the servu;e of those indigent 
boors, do ^■elno\e, in part, tliis ditlicnlty, the govera- 
nient gave orders that soldiers should be emj)loyed to 
protect tlie cattle of such boors as resided in tl>e vici- 
nity of nnlitijrv {X)st.s. 

In 181 d, the inhabitants of lJethe!sdt>rp, being 
straitened for ground fur iheli' cattle, it was proposed 
to form another mi-'sionarv institution, and the go- 
vernor, Sir John Cradoek, (the present Ijord Howden,) 
being at that lime on a \ isit to the frontier, the site of 
l'heojK)lis was lixetl jipon inr that pnrjwvse, it Ix'ing at 
the entrance ol the ('arrega IvlrMtl, and therefore 
favourable for keepiiig the CalTers in check in that 
(juarter. 

'I'he grant of huid made iiy Sir John ( 'radixtk for 
the use of the institntion of 'Fheopolis is .supposed to 
have eontiiined about six ihviusimd acres ; and the 
Hottentot.s who reinvwed IViun lit'theisilorp to settle 
there, found them.selves put in possc.ssioij of extensive 
pasturage ; while, hy the oppotlmuty of fishing at tlie 
mmith ot the Kasotiga river, joid hv the burning of 
lime from shells eoUected on the sea-lx'acii, they were, 
^•tablai to carry on a tmdo in those articles, and thus 
itk oace to benefit themselves and the other inhabitaiUs, 
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aidl ptmar^te the genetalHteliue of tfee (feliiirf, , 
goveniewnt was also tompeiJMted ie tl»k roamiei- for 
the ioiwis grant<xi to tlw institutioiu 

'Hie Calfei's soon liecame aware of the <4ieck which 
IheopoUs presenttxi to tlieir incursion^ aiai seeiwiito 
single it out fiwr their vcngtsmee. Hiey ftaind them-, 
selves, liowever, utuible U> stand against the llotfeii' 
tots, whenever tia' latter wore apprized of their designs; 
but, nev erthek'ss, lliey fospiently sutet'tHled in corn- 
inittiug depredations i>n tim euttle of the instittubn. 
Hie HHlientots, tjotwithstamling the h*sses and mko!o 
veniences to uitirh they were tinis .subjeeted, endured 
tliem vvith f.irtitude, and crontiiuied to udvanee in ia- 
dusliT and ei\ ilization, and contributed inuch to (he 
security of the district. 

'ibc gcntTiKnent. having failed in its prions ah 
tempts to jasijde fht‘ Zunrvehl, on the 28lh 
lbl4, issued another priM-lamafitjn vvith tins view, 
offering furl I ht favooratile conditions ; and, to baihen 
its offeet, c(»n!ia<Hi the otlcr to the tirst tidy applicaots. 
'fho btjor», hovvever, «>bjet ted to the ^grants of two 
thousand jtwntgeii, (or four lh(H»',and actes,} as being 
too Sinai 1 ; and little {.'rogie'i> oy.>, ((insequently, nuule 
in the |wa>pluig and cultivation of the Zuurvdfd. 

In l8l7, lajni, ( liarles Siunersttl made a fresh at- 
tempt to effect this object ; and by advertisenieiii, 
niider date of the ::Jbth of tViarch, (hb Kxeclieney beinf 
himself up 'll the spot,) conlirnw^ the advantages 
(i&iitHi in tluj preceding proclamations, vvith other fa- 
voursible amditions. 

ITie attacks of the Callers at length asstnn^SIt 
forrnttkbfe' character, ihettt ladug reastm to 
that tte? were made under the sanctioa of 



l^(iing> c4«ef8, named T’Skrabie (dr ’?*lihii«ik) . 
A eommando. In (breclion of lheAir<*^€!intment, was 
ordered against him, which succeeded in taking frcHHft 
the Caftens upwards of tw o thousan(i bead of 
it was ho|>ed that this check would have oj>erated as 
a prev(3iitive against future aggressions ; but, never- 
thelessj the (Jati'eiis, from time to time, repeated their 
dej)redations ; from wiiich the jieople of Thco[)olis ap- 
j)ear to have sutl'eied in a proportion much grt*ater 
than the wlonists, tiiough tiiey were nut afterwards 
proportionably comjwnsuted by the government. Ikdng 
objects of peculiar rcsentirumt to the Cafi’ers, they have 
had to sustain their most violent assaults, ilie fruits 
of their industry iiave been lost, their barve?sls de- 
.stroyed, and their cattle stoliMi ; but, notwithstanding 
all spirit never gave way, 

Itt di# latter jmrt of the year IHiS, TJeiitenant- 
Colonel Brereton was sent into Catlerland with a strong 
commando, to support (c.vika agaijist the insnrgetrt 
chiefs ; and, lun ing attac ked the krcuvls of T Slambie 
and Phoonah, Ijc (Mptnred sixteem thousand heat! of 
cattle. The same' ijazettc’ in which the? above dreum- 
stances are stated says — It is to be expected that 
this hhnv will put a final stoj) to tlie attempts to renew 
the former aggressions on the' colorjv ; and that bencc*- 
fonvard, by means of the fricmdly chief who is in our 
interest (Gaika), an intercourse' mutually advantageous 
may be established with the tribe's under his intlucnce; 
thus nut only n'plaeing the present settlers of the fertile 
border in a most enviable attitude, but holding out the 
to further settlers to establish them- 
i^elveHiii a Country unrivalled for fertility and beauty.” 
^ brom the coticltision of the above paragraph, it ap» 
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imps, iliat the foliviiia! eovernmrnt wero stili desinHi*} 
tif ei)<‘<M!rasTiniy mort' inbubihiuts to st'Uie in tb« iSour- 
veld, i'liis district was still lad thinly ; for the 

gR‘at»*r part ol lha fonm'r «dtlcrs, after its ns-occupatutu 
in Isit'i, had ahundoned their Itwatioiis, and the lew 
wht» w»’rt> scidten?<l ovr-r the i‘(nmtr\’ weiT* not in 
(ondition to otler any rt'sistanee ti an attack from the 
(.'uders, of who h nianvat that tniie were appit'heiisive 
and the e\ent proved their fears to have been too well 
ftatmit'ii. 

In the short spais* of on mo/iik alter the above 
paragraph apj»eare«l in ib.e ( 'ape (la/,etfe, llie ('afiiTs 
enho'ed the Cidonv in laro'e ho !tc>. d he Ixxtis were 
not able to rtNi^ tiicni, and most of them tied, abaii- 
doniiirt- their firin'., and some their eaUie and ether 
jinipt'tl\. d’he feo who remained were in stuxessinii 
attacked, phinth rcii ot their caUle, had their Ikhnn 
I mrnt. and were t oiopeihsl to Hv. Ml the smaller lui- 
lifarv [Mists were ufsandem'd * ; and the greafest [viiiic 
spo'ad. not oniv thr >neh the whole Zmirxehl, but also 
throngd) juirt of the adioininof di.stricts. 'f he Carters 
prof’eeded as far as the ullage of liitenhage, and bnik 
even some rattle from the pbn e of Harkhni.seti, which 
is situated twelve nuies in the rear of that drosdy. 

I'henpohx was now left to sustain the nncbeckfsj hirv 
of (lie cnetnv. d he ( atlers surrounded the [ilnce ii> 
tld? midst of th** rainv season, and ke{d it in a ■"'Wto 
ri!Sf»mblif(g ttiaf ot a siege, between two and three 
months. During this [icriod, they repeatedly assailed 

* Capt^n (jcthiH, tinu ^il rigunfisl, wuli a iiaart diltBcIm'**'’' 

was, iifier a iaioi* Tvsisiuijct'. iiitreiUKivii and luaf^.sacrwi, with 
ral of iiis tom. Anoihir titladiiiwnl. toiomarKtoi by bieut- 
sllart'd it fate nearly mnatar* tsee Cape Gazette, iihth Jfeb. fh 
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tb«» were as often defeated by tbe Hotten- 

lots, whow‘ intjx'piil and successful resistance was such 
;,s to nKuit and to n:*ceive the aj^probatioii of tbe 
\-e('nnient, if* tfe; Cape (ra/ette t»f the i^h of March, 
1819 . Ifeskles defending' themselves, in the course of 
the same vwii* a partv ol Hottentots from Theopohs 
wen*, hv their courage and promjjtitude, greatly tnslni- 
incntrtl in siving < jraluitn's 'I’owii from Ix'ing ca[>tur«l 
bv a very numerous and determiuerl bmly ol Cafiers *. 

It was nor till aft.'r the lapse of eight mouths tliat 
the ( ‘affers wen* iliiallv ilriven out of the eolony; and, 
(hiring tins time, the inhabitants of the Zuurveld. and 
those of riteopolis in pmlii idar, were expostsil to conti- 
litial siilfering and alarm. Wliea trampiiility was, in 
^(iine measure, re estaldishctl, the cattk* which had 
been taken trom tin* Caticrs, and not rc.storcd, were 
distributed among the booi-s. while to the Hottentots 
vvi^n* either given none at all, or sin li as were not 
worth veet*i\ ing. Ihe Hottentots of IheopolLs had, 
nioreover, tin* mortification to sts* mauv of their own 
«utle, which they had assisted to retake fnim the Caf- 
fers, awarded, among others, to llu* eoloiiisis ! They 
also stdfered much loss from being inadeijuatelv eoni- 
peiisated for their labours in assisting to raise fortilica- 
tions on the frontiers f . 

Ill eouseijiienei* of the losses and sutleriugs they had 
''Ustained, during the repeated attacks of the Caflers oil 
their vilhigi', the Hottentots ol I lieopolis were redut^d 
toihe deplorable ciiudition ; but. notwithstanding* 
*h ‘SO distresses and injuries, their spirit still remained 
t'librokeh; and expectations were indulged that they 


** See Appe.ndix, 


t See Appekcix. 
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wmild, at fsuuiKHmt their Huiiienms atitl coia- 

fdieaS*?t{ troubtes, 

it is extremely painful to state, that tliaso 
were, in a ^a*at tnoasun*. fmstnUotl by tlu? J)r<K•txHli^^;s 
of same of the loctii authonties, from xvhom the Ihtt- 
tentots miL[hf leasonably have ex}H*et<'(j to 
eonntemuite atul eueoura^'ement. Bui, so far funi 
being rewarded for their j>a.>( serah.‘es, or reeei\iii^ 
tliR' t‘<jnnH‘nsatii»u for their kusses, the^e nlHicted |M.'ojjk 
bad now to endun', from the tiu,utcr> alhided to, tn-.it- 
nient mt»re blitrlitin^*- and desolatiiig in its t'ifec ts iLiiii 
all {hut (hey hatl alteadv suslained bom the attaeki? of 
th«y hoifilc sjvaoe>‘‘. 

Irt Im'O, rtu' einiLrr.uils from (beat Britain iiindoti 
in Albany, and the uliotrneni of a hundred uno of 
land to each fainilv piodtieed an uppliealion to Sir 
Kufanc Diuikin. the ietinir irovcrnor, lor sueh an ani;- 
ineritafioti of the lands of the iii>litutin!i us might tun- 
firm to the p'oph* o{ dbei.poliv what ihev hatl hern 
hitiierto jH*rmitfeti to ot cupv, as well as what appeared 
rerpiisife tor seenniiL*' lo them a rontimiance >>i ike 
rmxtns tif snbsisfenee. ami Ireedofii from amiovant'e. ^ 
purt isiily of tin; ianti pr.syed tor w as granted by tlif 
tilting governor, knit their communieabon "idi the 'ea- 
shore was sbjl h*!i open ; and the prHJpie of the insli' 
tolion had the salistm tioti of seeing the settlers j'n'- 

vided for in other places, while they thenise'lves vrerc 
left in undisturbed possessitm of those }>rjrtions wIikIi 
they had t:uUi\ufed, m pm-suaiue of the pri%ik'gegi\‘’R 
by the prcielaniation o( March, 1 hi I. 

Ifi Ot'toljer, Ihiid, l>y the etferd of exf«KHivc rains 


• SwAppskuix, 



LETTER PROM' MR. BROWSLKE. 


261 


and (^iisequRRt imiiidations, the seltlomenfc was nearly 
([(‘stroviKl, un itKliiii;' the church, scliOel^hcnise, , attd 
al>ont a hjtndred tliousand hricks in jui unboral slate, 
vvhidi liad Ix'eii prepartsl by the Hottentots, for carry- 
ing' on the btfilditnrs of an intended new viliage, in a 
more eliirihle situation. 

In tbi4, Oommissioner Hayward was simt into 
Alhanv, to rect'ive tin* rr^presentations of the British 
settlers, and to adjust their claims for land. As the 
Helhelsdorp memorial, for redi-ess in favour of that 
iiistituthtn, had rrn't with much oppo.sition, it was deter- 
mined to wait his arrival, and to present a mcnioria! in 
ijehalf of the in-litntion of d’heopolis, throug:h the me- 
dintn of the eomtnissioner. 'I'o the niemorial, however, 
now jvresenttsl through Commissioner Hayward, no 
answer was received, but its fate at letigth bt'oame 
appiirent, from a letter written by a settler in Albany 
to his friend in Cape 'rown, statiteg that the Hrtttentots 
of 'I’heopolis were to lose all the land nut inclutied in 
their diag-ram, and that he him'^eil (the writer of the 
letter) had Ixmn promised a shaivof jt. 

This distressing infonnatiuu wa.s ( orrolx>rated bv a 
letter to m<' from the Bev. ,1. Brownlee, government 
rriis>ionarv iti CatVerland. wlm appears to have been ac- 
cidentally at the institution, after the first; intelligenoe 
of this e\'ent had reached the ears of the people. Of 
this eoirimimieation. which is dated the of March, 
iH'i,'), the following is an extract • 

I was lately on a visit. b» d lxHtpolis, and wns not n 
little gratified in beholding the greatly improved state 
of th(' Hottentots there, eomp-ared to what I havewit- 
iH'hsed at former periods. I refer, not to the outward 
improvement on the institntkm, of which you are well 
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RWarp. hot to the dect'nt and onleHly Tfianhpr of 
|>Oop!c ill gt'neTal ; their iippearaiu'e suid earnest ut- 
tendanf^' oh i Ih' means of ; the upjiropjijUe ini,| 
scriptural expressions ustvi in pravi'r ; the eordiatitv 
and atlivtion Jnauir«*Nted to thi'ir teachers, ns esteeniirio 
flicin hiirhlv for their work’s sake ; at the same time 
exhihitinsT no siens of low srrvilitv, foreed respect, 

assumed tonflt‘s\ ; Imt.froiii what f coid/j see mid jndoc, 

an improved di!ie>>nt e in tlieir onfwan! ealiin^<N, umj 
an indepenihnn t* in ajipear.uice hecomimj and maniv. 

“ I nas deli'e-literi at tin’ po'cress made hv tiro 
childnm, and the particniar canic..tness uf the adidts, 
in the Snndav srhon!>. f 'r<'iii ^U( h ap{w'aranr('s, 
have onison ttt iiopc that the ifottentots wdi \ct risi' 
in the sfsile ot SiK-n't%, and tie eajiaide of enjovimr -.lij 
the litji'rtv of llnfi'h '•nojci |s. Jn heholdintf th<M' 
siffH', as proirn''stse.innLr the future juippiness 
prosperifv o( the at'oi t” tni‘> >.j the cfikonv, I was fc! a 
little (frie\ed ti) hear that the \ain,ddf' j>at1 o| tiic 

lands posM'ssod tiv tite llniteafiUv of this in>!ifii?iitn 
had t>ee(! eiseu iOva\ to personv wlsiwe ( laims fa 
.such allofmeutv are ino^iM* LTca? ; ami, I am sorn i" 
mention what { heinoi- t.. he trmv. that sotue 'd liic 
IJritisli setders appear to luive hmm tin- priiieip.ii 
a^mts in etTeetitio ihjs monn titarv trinmpli over Hie 
tCfnjwral iiitertM- of the insfitntiun,-'-o>i' what thev t ali 
its ‘min.’ 

“Tlte jrruHtd oivr*n .'uva\ imhnh's all the best latiH, 
and the two hauitains ol w.iter, iianudv, I^ouc* honiikiin 
and thnf td the nioufii of the river. All the eo"' 

gfinind towards the roast, nml to the eastwanl of^ 

iiistifution., nml what is mm under ( uliivation, ii^ din-’ 
tost ; aad, if dte orig-inal gnint for the IhstitutioH is 
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to be confirmed, tlie allotment, to make up its full 
extent, must include the ground still unoccu{>ied on 
the wt^t side of the institution, which is less adapted 
for agricultiH'id purposes than that at present oeeupietl ; 
and this tract labours under the g-it'at additional dis- 
advantage of a want of water. Another great incon- 
veniemx! to the institution, resulting from this curtail- 
inetit, is its depnvitig the people of a free communi- 
cation with the coast, where many of them have for- 
merly found the means of supporting their families, 
bv burning and by Inn ing it in their power to 

t'stablish a tisherv, wliidi, with very little capital^ 
might be suet I'sslullv jtrost'cntcd, so as to prove a 
source of wealth to the institution, and give a numlaer 
of hands an honest and independent employment. 
Mad the peoph' in this institution the pttwer to estab- 
lish a fishing station, tiuyv woidd have a reatiy market 
at Graham’s 'll oMi fir fish, which, when curv'd, would 
likevvisti fetcli a \ ('i v high price in the interior of the 
colony, where colonial prtKiuce would !h' given in ex- 
cluinge, so that double prttlit wtmid be obtained.” 

On this '.idaject a letter was also addressed to me, 
abotit the same period, by .Mr. Pringle, one of the 
heads of the llritish emigrants, a g-cntlcuum whose 
high respectability is wv'll known in South Africa, and 
also to many of tny readers in England. It was writ- 
ten at 'llieopolis. and camt' to hand shortiv after die 
receipt of Mr. Brownlee’s letter, llie following ai-e 
extracts : — 

Four years have elapsed since my former visit to 
1 hcopoiig, and at that lime it had not recovered frem 
the injury and severe Imrassment tiie peojile had suf- 
fered iu the war with the Calfers. The village is now 
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rWiOvod to ^ uimv fiuountblt) situation : t-ointtwilionj; 
UotMios tor U»c iiiijisitiuaritNis, exwllont st’htxjl-monis, 
both, tor thililren iuni adults, anil ‘‘Onit; vory superior 
boiASCa, i<> Huttenfut ratnilies, kivi? ken 

criHiOil. .>>uie t|<,Hiil j^'orileiis, and n i.<mskl(*rubie ex. 
tent uf * aiuMOitiUj i jaU-llish tlu; prospcd, which i., 
ulst», as ytiij arc* aware, naiar.tlly «tf a imnli more rich 
and ph'a>i»g rliarartcr tlsaii that of BetheLsdorp. 

■’ Bill the niiprcn cineiil in the w In de aspect, inaiiiiers, 
iind conduct ot the 1 lulteutot.^ i.s what < hieily .Onu k 
me. There is far iaore ap|«',ira!)! e of ititelli'rence, ac)i- 
t ity, and ciiterprise aiuoiie' thcin than formerh. 'Hu 
oeaerai reansiks 1 utiered re.-jx'i ftiiuT the people (if 
iic;tiielsdor}i will appi\ \mi!i e<ju;d forte to this jdasc: 
the jM'ople ure endeutlv aaxiou-’ to iuipro\e, luai thev 
really Itavt* itnprov* d, and are itaproviny , rajtidiv. 

“ The; Sundai-M :h* .d is a vi.i-ht lapialh animated and 
iaUaa^Uiiif he!ea.> at Iktin doii.'i j). Old nten vvith ■'pec- 
tavh >, iin ema' iated l.>usiif!i!U) ea' two jusl reilaimcd 
h'oin savaut; hfe, nattce te,it !iei-, late the son t fa ('af- 
ter tdutd, auollioi a llo!li*ntol. who delivered an am- 
mated address to in-, c utinfn men in (h'dr native laie 
guage,^ Were a few .4 {!»* imerestina' features of the 
|»it;lurc. Bit! the general fMoerues'. to h*ani. and the 
dee-p afid ilevmu atti'inioii with whieh thev listened la 
tlnjir livuiuTs. weri! >idi mtitv seratdvinif. 

'* Mr. Biowidee, .whom I had the pleasure ofaectdeii- 
tdl) meetifig here,; in ,u) evening address, infornied 
thi.nn of the progro'.ol the mtssiotis iunong the {.'aliers. 
ami urged them a piou.., eimilatioti. All iippe<''i'd 
tp listen to him with profound ami solemn reverence, 
and seeiiH.ll cordiaUy to ri joiee m the coinnieiH iilh^ 
reclamaticiii of their aiieieiit enemies. 
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, “ Theday-school for chiklren apf>eared to ke cow- 
ducted nith nbility and success, and whs vci^- nimie- 
niiislT atfcenctcd. 1 'Ik* rtistrictionH in re^fard to elolliiivg, 
(jnforccd by Mr. Muiiro, have not yet been introiinced 
here ; ami as a conswjuence partly of this, and partly, 
jK'iliaps, of greater poverty arnon^ the ptH>ple, the 
t liildren were {ri'neraliv nnu h worse clothed than at 
ikiiiclsdorp ; Init in this resfioct, also, they are g’ra* 
(hmliy imja-oving. 

“ 'I’he gowrnoi’ and colonial secretary visited this 
iiisiitiition verv lecentiy. 1 have not heard what 
(ipinioii they expressed, hut their \isit was very short, 
as l.<ord ( harle.s ap[)e.ared in a hurry to g'et off. 
Since that lime I hear his lordship has dejarived the 
inhaliitauts <4 acees'; to the sea, f>y oranting awav the 
laud hitherto oeeupied hy tluun at the jnrtuth of the 
Kasonjru. Their hotuularie'^ ha\e also, it is understrxid, 
been curtaile<l on (nerv si<k> hv grants t<> tlio settlers. 
1 he deprivation <4 the land hetwetm tiie insditution and 
the sea is the most injurious measure that could be 
aimed at the })l;ice, as it ents (4f their lies! pasture svtid 
com land, aiKi dehais them of m cesN to the sea-beach, 
for the })urpose of luiniiiig shell-lime, whti h was one con- 
siderable souixt' ui prf4italr{e eui])iuvinent. fhis land 

has. moreover, he('a gi\(>n to a Mr. B , who has no 

clauns whate\ or on it ; he heloug's to a ptirty of s(“ttlers 
located at a distance', ami, indeed, siiK*e his arrival in 
the colony, lia.s never resided |H*rinauej)tlv on anv hx'a- 
tion, but lias Iseen generally ranging' alxmf tiw his 
amusement with the surveying ollt< cr> on the frontier, 
lie has been ret'oinmended for the present grant, merely 
hoin pei'Hotial favour, by Ca}»taia Hope, a inilitiiry'^ 

lieemraodof Albaav.'* 
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tho soci'etiirv to tovvhit li allusion is 
In the pn'ttxiiujj- letter, pnunist^ had IxxMi made te 
numerous upplirants of the lauds width wert' to 
ulienattHl from the institution ; lait haN ing* rtHtuved »(» 
tdlit ial txmnmudiutiou from »4t*veinmeut on the subie,! 

1 was left without att urate iiiforruatitHi rt‘sj)(H,(in« d),. 
extent tifthe thrt'atenetl inliii tiou. 

In the nifiuth of August follow (ii;^ I visited 'rheoj)(tii>, 
and on that txtasion 1 ftaind Mr. Hope, the etucni- 
ment sttrvevor, ofj tfte irntiuids, and lie had tlnni neadv 
lifdshed hi-' falaairs. On an exandtiatitai of the vontv 
madt‘ bv thi-t eenflennuv, 1 tiisr ot en-d that liis in‘'ltn(- 
tious had gone even fiuthei than hatl be<’n ix'poj'.eii 
me. Not oniv the land not int ludeil in the oiigiiiiil 
diaifram, btif one third of what vva-' einimared bv tlic 
tlutoram itM“i!, was !<> be t iit off from the institiiti' !). 
Whatever the motives oi (he piatiner.s of this paiiitiaii 
nnjviit Ix', had it laam t onfnved with a. view to nun awl 
dfspei’sa* the jS'ople, thev roiihi not have hdh'n mi inaie 
efiectual means lo etha t tlanr juirpose, llte pasliire 
land, em wldeh th»‘ people d'-jK-nded for the stippod el 
tlwdr ("iftle, tindr fouriliiins, and their eorndauds, whii li 
th**v had euhivateti inaii the year l’s!.>, were now to h' 
taken fn>m them. ( tji the r••ai < hann -ter of tfiis ineastiro 
there Was but oiu' opinion amoiiif the friends and ene- 
mies of the iti-stifufion. I’he friends of the opptrs^e^i 
Holteiiiots saw iti it the rnedifaled ruin of (he iiistitnthm, 
a»d their enemies saw jt under the .same asjH'ct. and 
they did not rajnt'eal (ise joy it idfonled them, 
thing' had l»‘en done }>v the loeal authorities to preveid 
tile imjiroverrMifd of the people, and those who regni do 

that impmvetnctii with jealousy Hrrupfcd ootto tell^*ui 
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** Th;it they would not be Ifmif M Theo- 
|w)lis! I hat it would not be loni^ befoit!! they shonbl 
irave the Hottentots in their own power !” 

it may be noticed in this plaee, that the C^doniai 
government was under no neer^ssily todi?ttress the Hrd- 
tentots and the missionarv institution, in order to pi^ 
vide titr the [htsous ainonsr whom the lands of Theo- 
polis were ti> Ite shared: and it may k' proper to add, 
that if (he elaiuis of the s(‘tl!ers, oho were to be accom- 
modated at the expense of this missionary station, bad 
rendered necessarv sm h additional portions oi land to 
their original 'jfrants, titere was ultnndanee of land, at 
this very time, in tlie same distri(*t, at the disposal of 
oovernnieiit. out ofwhii h they misrht have had comjte- 
tent al!<)fmei)t> assirj-ned tlnnu. 

W hen we take into areoimt the eireuinstatiees of the 
people to whom tlu'se lands have been £ri\eu, the ease 
with wliieh thev mi',rbt havi' i»een provided for, in a 
maituer (|uile as uiiu h to their own satisfaction, frotn 
the lands of the Somerset Farm, or in tin' new distriet 
rontaininii' about two lutllions of .u res, which the 2'ovt»f- 
iinr, at this very time, was {hstributinsi; amony:the fnm- 
tier boors; (Hinsiderin^- the ein lunstance^ witiih led to 
the first settlement of this institution, the losses the in- 
habitants had snstaimsl bv their awi^hbourhoad to the 
FalVers, the impcirlant stow does which thev had rendered 
to the (tdonv, and the [)nts])enn{s and jiivw'ressive con- 
dition of the instittdioti at the period of their visit, 
the eondm t of the ju-overnor must, in this instance, ap- 
pear altog-efher ihexpli('ahle, nj>on unv principles either 
ot CfiTninon jnstics? or ndional policy. 

I his institution ha.s, fro»n its establishnumt on the 

frontier of the eoiony in ibid, proved equivalent to a 
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nniitaH' |>c^ of one Immlitnl men, itnd has thi^reHy prn- 
daml a Ktviii!^* tt) i^twermnenl mooe than equal to f j,,. 
whole vahie <4 all the lands orioiautiy betonjfin8f to tii,> 
instituti(»n, imilti{)li(H} hr twenty-hw or Ihirtv. In !i(|, 
dititai to the seeurilv tliis institution has alfdrded to the 
ttdoftT. and the s«n ere losst's sustiii tied hv its tnhahihmjs 
in hravelv maiiifaining- their ground aouinstthe t ’atfrrs 
in ad\ tK atinif its elainis 1 ini<,dit further tiddiKo )j„> 
direet and indirect taxes wliieh the inhabitants pay tfi 
the government, and the nseliil services thev have nai- 
tiered to the ilistru t in biiniinif hnto ami feiliuc' anrl 
Siiwtn^ timber ; flie nitinlter ofthe i lottentfds nhti Imve 
btsfii tviitstaiitiv eni[!lt>vcd in the ifoienimtoif senio., 
for witieh thin never »ve<*i\(‘d anv ade<|imte n'lnoncm- 
tion ; tlie larct' .jiCiia lO Maiiej' leeriuts it has snppinsl 
to the Cap' nvifinieut. and ih*' asvlnin vv!u< h it affords 
to tiist haru'vd sohiiers ; the patient and arniubio temjii'r 
with whn h the petiple have Isaiie their severe opjio's- 
sioits, and the contidiue' "pi! it u ith ohich thev iioiv look 
to the Bfitisii sTfoenioionl for relief ; the rapid advani cs 
which thev have made oiihin these few lears in kiiow- 
iwisje. in {lietv, in iiidustrv. in wealth, ami iii all the 
hrajiivhes ol ri\ ili/ateni ; the i onsideratiofi, that the 
|)e!q>Se t>n this instifnfj!*!), arnooiitini' l<» right hundred, 
notwithstandinsf their ninnl>er, their services, and their 
.stifteririgs. liave not one ftflh of the land allovved tln in 
which has liem granted hv government f«) indivi()i!;tl 
forti!lH*s, W‘ho can shorv no <'laiins to merit such favours: 
aiid to the ehiims we have tlojs ennnienPerl we must not 
forget to add tlie ehtims ari.sing from the enhivatioii ot 
lamC tM*<wding to the preelatnation of 1 Hi 7. and the 
diiigrani previuimly grant<‘d to the institution !>> 
eolonki gov ernment. lines sJteh a treatineut comport 
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with the title of ;jeoy)/f ,” be^owed on the Hotbinr 

tots / or will aiiY one assert, in tl»e teeth of sudh faetSj 
tliat they are reeueciuzod jis a pe»»j)i(i, or that they are 
viewOtl as having any rights in eominoii with the colo* 
uiul population ? 

Siieh were the feelings of the toloaiai governaieiit, 
in Ibrio, to the Hottentot ]H)piilation, and such the 
jealousy with whh h their rapid inunovenieiit in civili- 
zntioa and industry at our institutions was then viewed, 
that the best parts of tlie lands wcupied by the peopfe 
(jf tile institution were jironiiscd to settlers, on the ex- 
press eondition that the rei ei\ers of the said lands were 
not even to [iiesume to soil or Iraiislin' one ineh of the 
ground Unis obtained to the lluttentots or to the insti- 
tution ! 

Satistied that his Majesty’s government in England 
oonld have no sympatliy in common with the wkmiste, 
nor with the < uloni.d governnient, on ihis subject, I 
drew up a (nil statement o( the case, and transmitted it 
to the directors ot the l/ntdiin Missionary Boek'tv, to 
be presenteii in tini shape ol a rnemonai to Earl 
llatluirst, his Majesty s prim ipa! Secretarv of State 
for the tJolonie.s. 

In their memoiia) to his lordship, thi' dio ttoi's em- 
bodied must of my slateiuenf, e\lnl>iting the claims of 
llieojMjlis; the injury which the institulion must inevi- 
tably sustain by tlie [irojected alieuati*tn of its lands; 
giving, at the same time, the naim>s and the merits of tJie 
ddh'rent applicants, together with a plan of the knds 
oecupiet] }jy institution, showing file diy isions of 
tit land eonteinplated, and the original diag'Run,* witli 

A to|>y of thin itingfrtiti, with ti crtn'i’Ctili luieatkin aiut 
1 of hinvlt thus blkuated, will be tuumi in ihe ArpEJuax.' > 
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aiiii« raaikiHf tbo section to he taken Jirom it. Tlie 
Urst intinmtion 1 rtxeiveii of tlie fate of tlio above 
meinornU was eominuuit.aleil to me hy Mr. Ho^*c 
Etlwanls, of 1 lieojatiis, in (he lollmviiig eAtra<;t oJ 
letter, vlated the Otii May, — 

“ ?N>ine 'V(vk> a^u, f ttHeofil .1 letter froiu Sir 
Riehanl I'lasket, (u< tusnij^ a i n|i\ of' a eoinniniiif atiuji 
from Ikirl B itiiiir>t (o lii> l'’\rr!}ei!( y Lord Ciiaik y 
prrtpovifi” a grant of kuoi to 'I'he. .poli-., upon eonditiun 
that the Jiiissioa.u io' 'lioitld not, aUer that, e'Klinid tiair 
}HK'a’>>ion. b\ poll liiiM' or njhei svi't', witliotd die ( iin. 
>eil! of hi.-' I'ACi neiieL" l;- n ,.|ii!!ii'(it. ’[’he adaii In-in^- 
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Cijuivaient l-.T that of uhn it oe had lieeii depriu'd, 
c>|K’< jalK a-' a ' luiin u,i' [xit in fsr land helaerii titi’ 
;uid the "ea, ol a far more vahlahili' .soil, and 
whif h uotiid iire lo 'j iieojj.di- the faeilitv of pi'u- 
cKritya- line- 5 !iel!>. j'arl Hathuist'" eonmuiiiiratieiK 

Sir ILeliaid’'^ lettt'i . a!(d the leplv, art' xnd, or uil! Ic 

sent, home to tlie iSuci 

Affirther iom‘:>po{itief»t, wltt» vva-> well actpiainted 
witi) lire grouuti otVered a rm the coiuli- 

tiufi with wlmh the ‘.tier i.> tlogjged, thus vrriks 
The ptet;c of ground ollercd es wmlh uatluMg' i d ts 
neither hi far i;ulU\aUoii nor for grazing. ’ 
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Wboo I was at Theopolb in 1895, an EagliaH 
had obtained leave IVoia the loeul antlMirities to erect ^ 
public'house on this v(‘rv s|>ot of jfround atnv offered to 
the instiinlion in lieu of the valuable land of wbicli it find 
Ihhmi depriwd. On the arrival of the Knglish setUeif in 
Stnitb Africa in lb20, I found that by reading- the de* 
sci ijitiuns (if Barrow, nian\ of their minds were filled with 
iadignalion against the old colonists for their tnailment 
of the Hottentots. They were then, in general, in the 
habit of expressing theinsv*l\es in the .strongest terms 
of reprobation against all the atroeitiiss .said to have 
been eomnjitttal by the l.)nt< h against this oppressed 
people. But, alas! poor human nature! Many of 
them Itad not l>eeu three \eais in Afiiea, when they 
imbibed all the teelings of the jiCojde whom they had 
so loudly ('(jiulemned, and went Ireyond them in the 
woisjt part of their ('ondtu t. Like Ha/ael, who, oa 
bthng told by lh(' weeping prophet the cruellies he 
should commit upon the < hildren of Israel, men caa 
(lete.st a crime in tin' abstract, to which it will ixj- 
([uire less than the temjitatiou of a crown to lecxmeile 
them. 

In the midst of this lamentable dt'generaey, I am 
happy, for the honour of my C(.»untry and human nature, 
to notice some respixtulde exeeplii.ms. Mis. Geaeral 
t'.nnpbell, d’honias Fhilip[)s, fvM|., Major Pigv»t, and 
several others, tn-ated their Hottentots well; and I 
have be<n> informed by these resja'ctable itu!ividu<d.s, 
that they could always get, from the institution at 
Iheopolrs, as many Hottentot .servants a.s they watUeri, 
VVhile they who treaterl them with equity and kind- 
I'ess could leadily obtain servants, those of another 
description, whom the jHiople refused to servOj be^d| 
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to think lOfecitoii of a {whliorhouwH Hii1| 
hy which tlw^y might iiivcigh? the HottankHiS* 
the {a'ojvle aiul tla* miisiotuirtes e<>i»|}l^Betl me on 
thb ix«tsion, and asked my advi<,’f, I informed dtetti 
that the oidy remedy I ctHihl devise was in their own 
power. Having pointed out to the ptmplo tlie oertaia 
misequences which would n'siilt to the institution, and 
to the ffuttentots at large, from this public-hoiisv' meet, 
ing with any eneouragcmejU among them, i rewni* 
mended them tu pay partictdar attention to the persons 
who might visit it, ami to have their names given up 
to Im'* prayed for in pnhlic twice a week. A pn|K‘iisitv to 
itidulge in spirituous iiipiors has ever been the bane ttf the 
ilottt'ntut.s, as, indeed, it is, generally of sill um ivilizwi 
trilx's; and the result of the experimeut under cost, si- 
deration mav be uddiit evl as an unswa*!’ to all the ( alum- 
ni««> heaped upon the ilottenlotsat this institution, aud 
as iiii un.iusvvrraiih:* atgiimcnf in favour of the utility uf 
our lahwatrs among this class oi [nniple. In a letter dated 
May, Mr. fkirker, the missionary at. Tbeopolis, 

.states tik* follow uig facts: “ I am happy to infotw 
yott that thi*) are, this day, removitjg the mtteriais 
the pubhe-hoti'ss which was erected to ruin the insti- 
tution. It lia.s stoiai eight months, and not a sintfh' 
Hottentot, to our knowlmlge. has entered sine? its. 
efixtom." 

While Cohme! 1 Va/er was deputy huiddrdst at iM’ 
ham's Town, and Mr, I Ibncht (the late missienai’?' 
sttperiti tending the iustitutio!!) vvws able to attend to 
the affidrs of the statical, 'I’heopohs cmjoyed sujatdor 
advatitages to Ikdltelsdoqj ; but the *'* 

1810 , and the systetn of opjUtJssion whidt was iatro 
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wilh 'the p^otnw'fe illness of,^fr. Ulbriclit, ‘‘alid tli^ 
want of a suitable person In lake tire char^ of tbe 
s(a4oB> ititardcd for a eonsidernble time the projSftess 
ofthe instituti(jn. When I visited ’'ITieopolis, in 182f, 
the^rilla^e which the depthatinn had se(ni in 1819, 'add 
which tiie Gaffers bad i/i vain attempted to destroy, 
had lost two-thirds of its inliubitants. The people 
were scattered over the lands in small parries, livihg’ 
in the hushes, and returnin'? ra])idly to the sav;\go 
state out of whidi they had emer<jred. 'lliere was no 
stbool on the station ; the {)«)ple very seldom at- 
tended public worship on the sabbath ; the y^wmg 
pet>p!e were without tlothin;i>' ; and the clothes for- 
merly worn by those more advanced in years were 
either gone, or redue^s;! to a few tatttu'ed rags. In 
mmiy instances, they had no clothing hut the ancient 
sheepskin caross. 

The MMjans adopted for tlie improvement of Retheld- 
dorp, whicli have already bc-eii tletaiitxl, were' intnxhK’ed 
at 'Hiet^lis, and they lan e been fnllowtHl bv similar 
results^ sehutd mov eduirnauds the admiration of 
every visiter, d’he jiiaee of worship is, on Sal)baih, 
crowded with attentive and devout worshipp'i-s. The 
Babbath schools :uui prayer nu'etings are as encourag- 
ing and animating as those at lk‘the!sd<tr}). Exhilarated 
hy the influence of liopc, and kiml treatment *>ii the 
part of the missionaries, the people have Ijt'come in- 
diistrbiis. A new village, which is an honour to the 
wniety, has been created, by their iiulivkUial and 
united exertions. Giotljod in liritisli manufactures, the 
grown up people, and even Uio children, come to tlid 
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hcttiKe cl Ood wHh delight exhibited itt their ea»ite. 

A staiiidard of morab has {>«»n established 
ainouisi' them, wlvieh eonileitnis drimkennesa, idleness^ 
ai«l licentiousness ; the pt^ople timl that they have 
chafaflers to sustain ; and the sa\';ii('e habits, tbnnorlv 
visible anionir them, have ^iven plat« to dtwncy, kindiv 
atfetdions, s^kial duties, aiul re^ erenit*! and love to their 
tesichers. 

On inv late \ isits to tluvse institutions, tbev mot me, 
in eoinpanifs, one luiiulrert am! tiftv inib's Ix'tnrc 1 
reaehml IJethols-iorj) : ami relays of oxen fioin the two 
institnfiiHis were kept in r^'adiness ahutfi' the r-uid for 
three humired miles, Or wliieh thev reftisixl remmie- 
rafjeo. professing' the!nsehe>» happy to sitmv this hstj. 
monv of their love to nu self and to the seH'ietv'. 

On n’m hinw 'I heopdis, on mv last jouniev into tho 
interior, a sunpieion ^'rth-nrd enonijh, no donht,) bad 
Cfot iiliroad, that I \v;is m rlaiieer o! lM»ii)t^ assassinated, 
I’mler fhi^ impres>.jon, ten of the |>eoj)ie, with Captaia 
lth«'/ak** at their h.ead, volnntta*rtH} their servke m 
ftcxsmfpany me, as an esrsirt, 1 tHml itt vain to 
persnade them, that 1 had tiothinjr rd that nature i* 
fear: their tniads were too fnllv enj»Tosj»txl with tiie 
appiadiension, to !m* reasoned out of it, and they deter- 
mined to tu'eompaftv me. even if I left them to dt'jx’-nd 
mi the ehas<‘ tior fin* means of hubsfeteiut*. 

I cannot here resist introducing nn example of pkb 
and elex ation f »f mind displaved by one of the 
wbo tnet me on this oeeasion. w hich I ant sure wiiO*® 
It’arl with j«xa»liar interest, fb* W'as seized, the 

* 'Jflie j,sunc iiwlivnlusi who tosittvd, no hrnvyl) 8**d j ' 

hi titiffc-iiiliiig iirahjiiji’a Town, wticii assaulted hy tJlC '** 
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nigilt he joined us, with an inflananifttioH d the longs. 
As soon as this circninstanc-e became known to us, we 
unyoked our oxen, and had recourse to the usual re- 
medy in stich casi's. My Hottentot driver could bleed, 
and always carried a lancet wiih him. We made a 
bed for our suifcring' cornjKinion under a bnsli ; and the 
night being serene, and the moon at the tuH, and shining 
on his conntcnaiK-c, we iiad a gcK)d (tppi.rtunity of ob- 
serving so much of tlie expres'^ion of }ii> mind as could 
be st^cn in liis face. During the wlasle lime of the 
ojx'ratioii, and vvliilo his countenance exhibited every 
mark of internal traiujuillity ajul joy, lie continued dis- 
couming in tlie most rational and elevated siraiii of 
piety. “ \\ hat a inerey, ' said he, “ tiiat 1 have not 
now a Saviour to seek ! How awful must inv state have 
been, had i deferred making religion m\ concern till 
now! 1 know in whom I ha\c believed, and he is 
able to keep that which i have cuniinitted into his 
hands until tliat da> ! ” 

Wiicn we had bound uj) his .trin. he tiimed his 
head to me, and, with a smile njxm his countetianee, 
remarked, — “ ’V on are on the Kind’s business, and it 
reiiuires haste; von must not wait for me! la“ave me 
hem, under this bush ; mv lieavenlv Father, whocareth 
liir the yotmg ravens, will take <are of me ! 

It is nnneeitssary to infurm my readers, that we did 
not leave this int«*rcsliug man behind us. I have 
known him ever since uiy first arrival in .South Afriai, 
and 1 can siiely say, 1 never knew a more amiable and 
excellent man ; and I am happy to add, that he uUF 
inaiely recovered, and still livts a nu st ('xemplary and 
h'uly christitm life. Shortly after his i eeov ery, I received 
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an exwUent letter fmm him, which I have luifuriu. 
nately lust, giving' an acct^unt of the stale of his tnind; 
ami entt'ring \ cn fully into the nature of the exertiois,; 
I wiis then making fur the iinprovement of the nutivi,^ 
of Jx)uth Africa, 



{ II AITEH XIV. 

Ifuttentots prevented from possessing Lund.— Zuwbrafc, or Calc- 
<loii Iiistilutiou. — f'omlmt, of Scideidadeii, and of the Colonial 
(iovernnient. — Ruin of the Instituiicm, and disper.siou of the In- 
hal)ilanl<. 

It i.sni>t a liftio remarkable (hat the British government 
should make such a ditrereiice between the natives of 
India and those' o( Stuith Alrica. In India, the natives 
are (lie landed jtroprietors, and Europeans are not 
allowed to hold land in tlu' eountry. In South Africa, 
llic counirv is w hollv iu the liauds of the colonists, and 
the natives art' praetirally iiieapaeitated from holdii\g 
lands. 

In lb j2, when one of the Briti.sh settlers at Clan 
William applied for additional lands, he was directcxl 
by the dejuiiy landdro>( td' the distric t to take posses- 
sion of a spot called \ arkens-Eoiiteyn, a valley at the 
distance of .some lutuis" ride from the place where he 
resided. On visiting the place, this gtmtleman, to his 
stiiprise, found the land jjromi.M'd him ('ultivatctl by 
some indifstrioiis Hottentots, whose ancestors had pro- 
bably ])ossessed the same spot before anv Etiropeans 
set (heir feet on the s1k>i‘cs of South Africa. He Wiis 
pleased with (he land and with the .st.ite of cultivation 
in wliich he found it ; but lie was .so struck w ith the in- 
jn.Si( c which would have been done to the Hottentots in 
disposst'ssing them, that he refused to accept of it on 
hie terms on which it had been oll'ered to him. On 
stating to the local authority the reasons for which he 
declined acce[)tiug the grant, tlic man iu ofliee could 
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not have inoro contempt than he Oid at hiv 

Scrnplis, ha<l tliey tietm madf* in bclialf of its uminit 
inhaFnfatit'.. the hatnKms. 

Another i!!u'>trati(m <»f this snhjeet will lx* fouiuf j,, 
the coiiduet of the colonial a;ovcrnuienf towanh ( ’aleilun 
Institution. This aiuit'tit Hottentot knml, situatef} in 
the distrit't of Swimeinlam, is alxmt ftmrteen niiics djs. 
t.int from the pritnipal tonii, \\hi!h tn’ar’' the narrx' df 
the district, atid it m.iy be about one hundred am! fiji\ 
null's from Ca|K.^ T>'«n. 

W hen 1/nd ('aledon visitml the inferior of the conn- 
try in In''', the laui!- iielouii-iiiji’ to this insfitufion, wjtti 
a small jsirfion of laud on iho Slaiu^e River, \v(>re ihe 
only plmes in the di'tri't thi n in the possession oi the 
Hotteut<‘l> ; and his I 'rdship was <«» mukIi struek nith 
tho apfw.u'.im i> ol ihe po ’['h-. and '• i 11 pliMst-,! v iih 
the favcairable at < ouuts lie hail he.nxi of tlmm. that hr i' 
repirtol to liare -.aid. '■t.uiduiLr in the midst oftlli^,li,ll• 
rigiind trilw', ■* ! ■.ImH t.ike eare that the < oloiiofs drill 
IKit tiike the land from m>u and lie onlereil it, aonr- 
diftyjly, to bet,ji\en to thfiu in the name of (aijitnn 
Mos's, tlie chief of tho kraal, for the IxmiTit of tlir 
people. 

On the cisit of til-' deputation of the !.,ondon Mi'sion- 
ary Society to this institution in I ''Id, ne found th d the 
peo|)le had las'ii oppressed and impoverished ia 
person named S idonf.iden. nmler ttn* character ol 
un.ssiunary • Afi»’r an iincstitrutirin of eleven da''', 
ill the course of "hhh "e obtained the fullest [uwb 
of the unritiit*^.s of this man t'> tn' missionary, ne cn- 

•Mr. Si*iUrnf,«k-u is a H.a’n* <<i Civiiriii), itc wiis 
He* a wHs*w«iiii"y !>5 » sucitlj m tnui wa**, the tsac 

ewf ciiial, ia the service of tlic ItOiuioa Mi*sioaary Sitcictj. 
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dcnvoored to itwluco him to remove iu a peaceable 
maimer. With this vievv^ we ofl'ered him a fair remu- 
neration for tiie ])er5onaI projicrt v iic might have in the 
institution ; and we at tlic same time apprized hing that 
should he continue to refuse the terms proposed to 
hiro^ we should apply to the government to procure lus 
removal. Instead of show ing any signs of contrition for 
the unworthy conduct of which he had been convicted, 
while iJie deputation was yet with him, he w rote a letter 
to the colonial govmnment. complaining of us ; and 
requesting the government to cede to himself and his 
family, as private jiropertv, the whole of the lands 
belonging to the institution. To this application Mr. 
Seidenfaden received Irom the colonial otiicc an an- 
swer, of which the fullovving is a copy : — 


_ “ Cvloiiial Office, ethJuIv, 1S19. 

Having laitl liefore II. E. the Governor 
your letter of the l-ith of last month, in which you 
allude to certain (.iiliereiices w hich appear to exist Ix*- 
tween the gentlemen aj>pointed t.> the suiM.'rinteudence 
of the I^ondon Missionary Society’s missions in this 
part of South Africa and yourself, and re(|uest, in con- 
sccjuence, to he contlrmed and .scH-urevl in your resideocfo 
at theZuurbmk ui>on the same terms upon which you 
were originally placed there, I am directed to inform 
you, imd to recai to your recollection, that, previous to 
yoin going into the district ttf Swellendam, the ancient 
iottcutot kraal, of which Cajitain Moses was then the 
''■ad, was established Ixlvveen the lamis now called 
-'un brak and those in the occupation of Mr. Ekstecii. 
HIS mterestiJig remnant of the Hottentot tribe, whose 
naustry and good conduct were represented to the 
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votttor at tbjil time, (Uit? Karl of Caledon,) excited bis 
anxiety to bo es-iontiaUy serviceable to Ibcui, 
iiisoniuch tlwti. upon las return from having visiud 
them, he directcil tiic landdrust of the distik t to a[)pc»f. 
tiuu to their u.se the adjoining lands, now called the 
Zmirbrak; mid he retvannieiuled that another krual, 
Mliich ivas situated at the Slange Kiver, should le iji. 
vited to join tlieui. Shortly after his lordship’s ret uni 
to Cape Tow n you wilhdiew from 'rulb.igh, in auise- 
fjuemt' of a dispute \ou had had w ith the luagistrate uf 
that district ; and you tepresenled to me that )ou shuuM 
like to have leave to reside in the Suellcnduui distiici, 
for tijf purpox.' of iiislriu ting tiu' heathen ; and in roii- 
srsjUt’U* e fhereot, I wmie (o tin* laiidtinrst, lecoiiuiiciiu- 
iag him to perniii )eui to ro'ide at ( aptain Moses' kmul 
ftathat purpose. < imriglit to aii_\ of the lauds 

there wu.- i!. d<'d, or intended to in.- ( cilcd, either to vuii 
or t<,> any oilier peix.iis ; the\ ut tv lands solely appru- 
priated to the Uso r-d tlie Hvo kraals above-mentn.uiod ; 
aud ii. hi. tlie <h)\ t, ruor w id not non di'turb, or permit 
them to be di.^lurix'd, ni their legal jiossessiou. 11c 
cannot admit of any oilu-r [HUson-, having any claiiiis 
whatsiKoer ujj.M'n these huais, ami thus }u.‘ cannot eontina 
to you what he is seij.'ii.de fiever v\<is alienated Iruiii tho 
lloUeolot.-'. 

His KxcelleiH.) hurn'iils that there should lie aii) 
dispute tedvvecui you and the gentlemen who act lieu* i‘|f 
the directors of the Mtssiomuy Soeicly ; but Ik k. 
having nothing to do with that c ircumstame, and ii 'l 
bi'tng aware what it lias to do with the* tpiestieii of an 

occu|>ati‘>n of these latids, i an in no shape eutet nit'> 

the subject, Of give an opinion ujum it. 

“ I uni, Sic. 

/St.jnalj ' “ C. BiKU." 
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fir the inontli of .fnly, 18*30, and mote than a twelve- 
inoiitli after application was made, above twenty 
of the men on tire station cam»* to Cajx^ Town, to throw 
therfliWrlvcs before the acting' governor, to pray that 
the application made for the removal of Mr. Seiden- 
faden might be heard. I commnnicated this circutn- 
stance to the af ting govcnror. His Exceilency declined 
seeing them ; bat he authorized me to assure them 
that their suit shouiil he attended to, and that imnrc* 
(liatc steps should he taken to atlord them relief. 

On reviewing ihc suhjeet in tlie colonial ()flk*e. 
Sir Rufaiie met with ditlicullics. It ua.s alleged that 
the govermvuait could not act in the expulsion of Mr. 
Seidenfaden, on the investigation of the deputation of 
the London Missionary Society ; that the complaints 
brought against (his man sluaild he investigated by the 
colonial magistrates ; and if, upon their examination, 
he should Ire found guilty, it would then he lime to 
dismiss him. In rejrly to my ohjedions, his E.xcel- 
lency tin,' acting governor asMired me that I should be 
associated with tlie lamldrost in thi> inquiry ; that a 
few day.s would terminate it : that the leading features 
of the subject (»nly u'eix' required ; and that the casife* 
.should not Ix' remilled into the hands of tlie court bf 
justice, hut should ht,‘ decided by himself. On these 
terms 1 took a journey to Swelhmdam. 

On my arrival there, instead of tinding the landdrost 
prepared to enter into the investigation, he amused me 
Avith frividous excuses for delaying it. Alter Avaitine- 
some days, and Using all the means in inv poAt'er (o 
secure the olijeci of my jouniev. to no purpo.se, I re- 
returned to Cape Town ; ami, immediately on iny 
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rfStiim, tlie fanddrost was commanded to proceed in 
tho ifrvt’stijjration without ito. 

!r by this time, evident that the colonial a,>. 
Temment was dotennimxl to defend and support Mr. 
Seidenfaden*. Contrary to tiie j)n)iuise made to me, 
that the investitration should take place at the Hot 
lentot kiaal, and last a few tlavs only, the wlmh* of 
the Hottentots were bnan^ht from their homes to Swel. 
lendam. and kej»t then' two monih. On the maiintT 
in which this trial was conducted I shall tiot now en- 
large ; but shall dismiss it l>y aniiarking-, that 1 was 
called ujwai to pav, out of the funds of the Missioitarv 
irMxaetv, for the Nietnals (otisntned bv all the peojiie, 
not excepting the servants of Mr. Seiilenhulen. 

Instead of having the derision I was promised, the 
iuvrstigatiou of titc laiuhlrost was dcfroMled in tlw 
colonial otlicv, and 1 heard no more of it till the nrriv;d 
of his Majesty's Cotninis'>i'tru'rs <if Impiirv, in 
when it was t ailed lor by them, at uiv reipiest, pas 
vious to their tour into the inferior of the colony. 

On the arrival of the ( ’ummisvioners at Zmirbrak, 
or Cakslon insfifutiou, they entert'd into an investi- 
‘^fion of ‘wwte of the < harj^o's brought agaiimt .Mr. 
,^dtmfaden. when the foHmving facts were proved;— 
The arable land Isdonging to this insjitntion lies in a 
narrow ’.alle^, rlividfs! by a stream of water. Cn mie 
side of the stn'um flw slip i\( ground is narrow, b»t if 

* t coaid t!Ot trUiiu to S^vif'-'iniam to uluaid (he ruv'-'^lf’ 
ftltd US)' were by ifii' tiini' “<> t(U' cHUghlCKC'! as to “'5 

ihM I n rcuplojed ih to 

»te with an atcouni ittc ptwerdiagti 
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admits of irri^tion, and here the Hott^tots had thw 
trardcns. Scurcciy had Mr. Seidenfaden settled on the 
institution, whtm he coveted this grouiid, and pmuadetl 
tin* people to remove their g'ardens to the other side 
of tl»e river. The new gardens were laid out and 
cnltivated ; but, having no means of leading water 
over them, tJie produce wits scanty, and even ttej 
iittl(‘ that did grow was destroyed by tive cattle of this 
lnissionar}^ lo defend themselves against the cattle, 
they inclosed their houses and gardens i)y a conunoa 
wall ; and Mr. Seidenfaden persuaded them to dig a 
trench, for the })urj>ose of irrig-aiing (heir gardens, and 
he promised to as'-ist tlicm in brinsriitg a stream of 
water into it, acmss an internuxiiate \alley, by an 
aqutttuct. After much labour and toil, this work was 
completed, and the labour of the people no longer 
required in it ; but the water had not run more than 
a few weeks in the ditch, when they were ordered to 
(]iiit their liouses and gardens, and to erect for thtan- 
selves other huts, outside of the wall of the iuelosure, 
which they had jalsed by their (ovu industry', and on 
a barren part of the hill, to which they («uid lead iip 
water, and where they could not have the seinblatl^* 
of gardens. 'I'lie grounds inclosed in this maitrt#; 
and on the pretence tiiat they were to be sacred to the 
}>eople, weie soon to be converted into a corn-held, for 
the mission-ai'y. 

During the time this investigation was g>ing on, a 
poor woman on the station hxlged the following (xnn- 
pluint. Her sold a little boy, was a herdsman to Mr. 
‘‘Seidenfaden : one night, he sh*pt on the ground, and 
die wolf came, and destroyed .some of his master’a 
colts. ITie was estimated by Mr. Seidenfaden at 
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iHindwi ami twridy rix'doHars. ’^I’he mother 
a atidcHv. and Hot ahli’ to pay this demand; and Mr 
Stadenfaden, who aeted us judgt‘ in his own case, 
away the Ihiy to a farmer, on an indenture of ihp 
years, for oiit' hundred am! tnenty nx'dtullars ; sixty of 
ahieh the fanner pai«i nhtm he aj>prentic('d the t)n\ 
atid the other sixty Seideiifatlea was to reeeive at Un- 
expiration of t!)e (erm agreed njwm. 

These att' })iit specimens of this rnim’s eondarl tn- 
wards the Hottentots ; and they are stated liere, nut 
bt'cans^s thev (“xfuiiit cneifcr a.tn>; ilv than other in. 
Stances which niieht he mentiotit’d, Itnt ttceause thev 
cnine ottf ditrin-.::' the invesfi'e'.jtion of the (’oinmission- rs 
of fnf|Mfiy >0 this station, fn tho'C o'l’iiflennn 

declarrsl, utter tiivfsfioaiioti id the charL'f's airain'l 
him »»n the sjwtt, that he wa" the most nntit man in the 
world for heiiso a rnissi/xiarv. 'i'his fnmishes an iti- 
.stanee of the regard whieti tfe* rolojtial uoverniitoiii 
|>ays to tire rioids < f ( jottentots. 

In l-'sltt. id! the p'ojite at tins ifi.stifntion, the srr- 
vaiils rif Mr. Seidenhideti evcepferl, prayed for his 
renno’a!. Ahont one ve.ir idler this cio nmsta’tfe, 
twenty of the mmt etune to Cape Town, ;'a joar- ' 
thrw hundred n>i}c-, jn< Indirtt.’' •eoino’ and le- 
to pmv i!h' governor to have him renioxed. 
Drtiihe alt this lime, iutd for ne;m}\ six years, the 
ilgtmt of the Jjondon Mis.siomtrv SrH-iety wars tryni*,'' 
every ntenns, and inrurrine^ a ronsiderafde expeii«% ti> 
ohtftin the sitme end. In Fehniurv, ido-l. H’td 
( •hdrles informed mr* that he liad receiveil a 

Itttter r»'om Mr. one of his Majesty’s erimwe- 

sioner**, tliat '* this Seideidadfft was tlio 

unfit man imaeinahh* for iKtitiL^ u missionary ainiyi't 
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it was not till March, 1825, that I rw^ved a not^j 
from the ( olonial otlice, inforn>in<it me, (after the people 
had t)ceii dispei^ajd, an<i the institution mined, ) that 
iiis lordship hail seen it to lx; ex[)cdicut to remove 
Mr. Soideufadeii, and inquirint^, at the same time, 
whether the la>ndon Missionary Society had any claims 
on the iustituljon, or on Mr. Seidenfiiden. i 

do tins eomniunication, I stated iji reply, that it 
\va.s now nearly six years since the deputation of the 
Lomlou Missionary Society had |)rayetl the coloftuil 
o()V('rnment for the removal of Mr. Seidcnfadeii from 
that institution, ajid had dis( harffcd him tVoin all cou- 
nexion with the society, w hose atfairs they were sent to 
the coloiu to iH’S'idute. I hat the London Missionary 
Society Imd no i laims upon the soil of the institution ; 
nor could they exhibit any other claims to send a 
teacher to siu< eed Mr. Seidenfadon than such its mi^ht 
arise from pievious oci u[)ation, and from the maimer 
in which they had discharged their duty to ti«j }>eople 
hclonginir to Zuur^rak. If the a<^euts of the I^dimIou 
M issionary S<x'iety’liad nid di.sch.ir^ed their duty to tlie 
Hottentots at Zuurhrak, occupation wsis not sailicient, 
« to establish any claim, and the j^overnment had a. rt ^| . 
to say to us, — “ You hux e made void your elaimSv^ 
llii.s station, by hax iiiir neglected to liiUil your 
to tlie people/’ Ihit if, on the other hand, his Ex.ceL 
lency should find we had done our duly to the Hottei^ 
tots, his Excclleney must admit, that, in the selcsdioili 
ef another teacher to this institution, the Ixmdon 
Sonary Society was entiileil to the ptxderenee, and^ 
should not be refuswl it. That, when the coloni&l go- 
veruBient gives tp a farmer a jiiocx' of waste land, aji4 
promises that it sliull never be taken ft’om him, so ItSig 
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as be keeps it in a state of cultivation, it . would I)e 
allowed timt, while the farmer fulfils the couditioii on 
which he received this huid from the government, he 
has a ciaira upon the land ; but, contrariwise, if the 
cultivation of the land bo neglected, (he governmenl 
may justly resume its grant. That, in like maimer, if 
the lAiudon Missionary JsiKietv had fullilled the condi- 
tions, expressed or imjilied, on which they were allowed 
to occupy as a missionary station the lauds of Ziuir- 
bmk, their daims to appoint a roissioiuu'y to succeed 
Mr. Seitlenladen could not be disputed; but if the 
contrary could ho shown, the daims of the society were 
forfeited, and the govenunent had a right to siy to us, 
You have not done your duty, and we Vuvve no further 
occasion for your sertites,' 'fhat Zuurbrak mid Pa- 
cultselorp are botii old llottcnlot kraals; and that, as 1 
consider the right of the lyomlon Missionary Sixiety to 
the occupation of those stations as resting upon the 
same foundation, for a further exposition of my views 
on tills subject, I begged leave to refer Ids Bxcellen<y 
to ray eorrcsjrondence with the colordal go\ermnent on 
the appointment of Mr. Anderson to the latter station, 
fe In answi'r to tins letter, 1 was iuforiued, by an olli' 
dated 6ih April, lb'2d, that “ with regard to 
the nomination of a successor to Mr. Seidenfutien, his 
Exeeileuoy could never allow any right whatever to 
siteh nommation to exist in the heads or representatives 
of any sixiieties in this colony ; this lining a question 
which must rest entirely in the discretion of his Mn- 
jest) ’.s government ; and in the exerei.se of that discre- 
tion, which, until his Majesty’s pleasure be known. 
devalve.s upon his iixcvdieney, he w ould be 
alone by an auxioas desire to promote the hap- 
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pin^j and 1& secure the gradual inTpiwewient, of 
the Hettcntots of this kraal; that, whatever his de> 
cision might be on this subject, he desired it might be 
{'Icarly understood, tkit ho diw-laimed the miMt remote 
intention of imputing the slightest degree of blame to 
the society, of whieli Mr. Seidenfaden was formerly a 
inemlx’r.” 

ilefore the close of this correspondence with tlie colo- 
nial government, 1 received the following intelligence 
from a gentleman of the best information in the district 
of Swellendam, whose name I am not, at pre^nt, at 
liberty to disclose. 'I'iio letter from which the extract 
is taken, containing the intelligence in quc.stion, is dated 
the !27th Mav, ly’25. Some one,” he states, has 
Iweii applying for the Hottentot lands of Zuurbrak, on 
the score of there being no Hottentot.s or stock to 
ocettpy them ; and they, or part of them, are about to 
be giS'Cn away.” 

Oil the 2d of the following June, I left Cape Town 
with a view to vi.sit the nn.'^sionary stations, and I ar- 
rived at Zuurbrak on llie l(>ih. On my amval on the 
site of the institution , I found that Mr. Seitienfaden had 
been removed, by an order from his I'^xcelleney t^ 
goA'ernor, two months previous to that period, ©n 
riding over the grounds with the Hottentot captain, 
(i^niith,) I found that two farmers, on the encourage- 
ment which had been given to their applications, b^ 
come and taken possession ; and that another farmer 
in the neighbourhood was in the habit of sending bis 
c*att1e and sheep to gra7:e over the pasture lands. Joa- 
ehia Matts had built a bouse on the grounds of the 
institution, in which he then resided with his family; 
and he Avas now plongbing and sowing, and keeping 
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Uis herds of cattle, v%c. , upon the lands formerly grazed 
by tlie cattle of the ilotteutots. Jacobus Dirik, for- 
merly a boor of the Bosjesveld, had taken jiossessiou of 
a liouse erected l)y the liottentots for catching wolves; 
and in this place, with a small addition he had made 
to it, he resided with his family. On the Hottentot 
captain asking tlic tield-cornet on what authority this 
man came to reside on the institution with his family 
and axttle, he was informed, by tlie local anthority, that 
Jacobus Dirik had got a promise that he should have 
half the lands of the institution, and that he must allow 
his cattle to graze (»ver them immolested. The third 
person alluded to, vUio was in the halnt of sending his 
cattle, &e. to graze on these lands, was the tield-conud 
himself. 'I'liis person is a j)etty magistrate of the dis- 
trict, immediately mider the landdrost, and he stated to 
the Hottentot (Smith) that he had had the promi.se of 
part of the lands, as soon as his Kxcidletiey (he go- 
vernor should rccei\e authority from home to make the 
intended partition. 

TIkj Hottentot iuits on the site of the institution 
were reduced to nine in number. The huts still inha- 
bited were all in a ruinous c<tn(!i(ion : some of them 
bftd their turf walls pr'ip{)ed by buttresses, to keep them 
from falling ; two were without ga!)les ; two or three of 
them were half covered only, the othei' parts ol tiie 
having fallen in. On the .site of the institution I 
f^hd fifteen men ; seven of tliesc were advanced in 
years, and unable to xvork ; one of them was blind : 
and these eiglit ]>cople were entirely dependetit upon 
the little us-sisbince given them by their neighbours, 
and tb^ wild roots they might gather. Two were in bad 
health; so that ail the etiective men on the institutiou 



CALEDON INSTITUTION. 


289 


were five only. Seattereil over tbe lands of the instii 
tiftion, I found in temporary habitations, besides those 
already metttioiied as living at the village, thirteen 
men ; and two of these were old and decrepit, and 
wholly dependent. 

Among the farmers, within one day’s ride of the 
institution, 1 found seventv-seven men formerly belong- 
ing to the institution, in addition to these .seventy- 
.seven men, now' among the farmers, and within one 
day’.s ride ()r Zunrbrak, there were sixty-three men, 
originally fr'>ni this institution, in the Cape regiment, 
who have enlisted, or been drafted off, within these 
three years ; and there were, at the \ illage of Znur- 
hrak, and on the lands of the institation, at a distance 
from the village, twenty eight imm ; making, in the 
whole, one hundred and sixty-eight. Ihe ab<xies of 
all these men we aeenrately ascertained. Including 
wives and (hiUireu, motlicrs ami sisters, and allowing 
upon an average, on a very moderate calculation, one 
Woman ami child to cadi man, this gives us a popula- 
tion of live hundred and tweiity-lonr sunls. 

The greater part (*t these peojile luul been driven 
from the in.stitutiun bv the cruel opjiressious exercised 
upon them, and would return to it as soon a.s the pn> 
sent question should be decided in their lavour ; and 
all of them deyontly w ished that their right to it might 
not bt? lost ; that they might have it as a home, to, 
which they could bring tljL'ir wives, tlr ir children, and 
their aged parents ; and to w liieh they might ulti- 
luately come themselves, when their terms of servitude 
in the Cape regiment, or among the boors, would per- 
X'it them. 

From tlie inquiries 1 have made among the people 

Voi,. 1. U 
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thejnselves, I am warranted in giving it as my opinion, 
that there is not an iiidivitlual among' them who does 
nut wish these lands to he eonlinued as t'ormerly. It 
would be quite unnatural to suppose the ease should he 
otherwise; and the (jiiestion, uliother thes(* lands are 
still to bekaig' to the Hottentots, involves much more 
serious cunseipienees than can be appt eliended in Eng- 
land witluiut ex()ianation. 

Many other liiets relating' to this raise, ol'a similar dia- 
meter to those already enumerated, might be detailed; 
but, U 5 many of them will be tdnnd in other parts of 
this work, 1 shall at presmit (online mv remarks to a 
grievance whidi tin' people residing on the site of 
this iusfitutiitn liave lahonred under for vears,an(l nliich 
now threatens to drive away the lew who still remain 
Uj)on it. W hen llu'v had no missionary thev were not 
culled to pertorm aiiv ( oinpnlsorv services to guvorii- 
meat : but oik’ of ilie tirst things re(|iiired of them alier 
Mr. Seideiiladen came among them, was, that tliey 
should once a week carrv tin' mall over tiie mountains 
to the roideiu e of Ijolf van Kolder. 'I’iiis tanner lives 
about eight hours jonriiev from the institution, and this 
.service require> a man two davs every week. .Mr. 
St‘idenfadei! was post-ma>ter of the district, and ngeived 
from government, lor sending iln^ mail even a shorter 
distance (mi the main road, six hundred rix-dqllars per 
spnum ; and he was not more favoured in this particu- 
lar than other eolonists, lh(' persons in the same otlie*’ 
on the main road having a similar allowanet' ; but da’ 
question fuiturally^^occni'S, why sliould tlie Hottentots 
be called to perform for nothing that idrwhicdi a beoi 
receives six hundred rix-dollars per annum ! As the 
people are obliged to jierform this compulsory service, 
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each in his turn, ils o})j)ression was hot formerly so 
inueti felt iis it is at this moment, whea thej'h are not 
more than live men on the instiiution able to under- 
take the jouriit‘y. Owinpr to this circumstance, it 
lie(|uentiy comes round to the same individual once in 
three weeks, and sometimes once in a lurtnight. The 
harden has now Ix'come so heavy on those on whom 
it falls, that thc'v exprc'ss it as their opinion, that if 
they are not relieved, thc'y must also leave the insti- 
tution ; and should tliis take ])hu'e, there are nine aged 
and infirm persons on the place, who will, in all pro- 
bability, be h ft to starve, fi»r want of the necessaries of 
life, 'riiis burden has been cunsiderably increased by 
the removal of Mr. Seideidaden from the in.stilution. 
riiat indiv ideal has taken a farm an hour and a half 
or two lioars’ journey from the institution, and he is 
still conlifuuHl by govermnent as post-master. In con- 
secjueiice of this eircumstatue, in additicni to the journey 
already menfio?ied. the people liave to travel from the 
iii.stitutioii to .Mr. Seidc'iiladen, for the mail-bags, which 
tliey iiave to eari'v over llie mountains ; thus adding to 
their burden, already too iteavy, an additional journey 
of three or four hours,- in short, nearly another day in 
I lie week. 

l.ieinii)g the reader to Ids own reflections on the 
i>lain statement of fac ts oxhihitc'd itt this c'ase, 1 shall 
conciude mv remarks ujeon it by a brief refc'rence to 
the right of the llotteniols to llu? lands of the Zuur- 
hi’ak, and to the regard which has been paid to those 
rights by the colonial generninent. 

It is admitted by the letter of Colonel Bird, the 
st'cretaiy to government, that the lands of Zunrbrak 
l^ucl never been alienated from the tribe whose rights 

u 2 
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have been so nanfonlv violated in this instauee ; and 
that on the drcuinslanees of tliut tribe being made 
kno« n to the governor (the Earl of Caled(jn), liis Kx- 
cellency, after having visited them, gave directiuns to 
the landdrost to apportion to their use the lands ol' 
Zuurbrak, afterwards denorniiiatef! Caledon Institution. 
The following eiicinnsiaiues. in the same letter, show 
the views entertained bv Lord Charles Somerset and 
Colonel Bird, in 1810, of this transaction of the Eai! 
of Caledon, and of the nature of the rigid of the Hot- 
tentots to this land. (On the allegt'd [)rin( iple that the 
lands had lieen granted to ('aj)taiii Moses and his 
people, an aj)[)lication from Mr. Seichmfaden for tiioso 
hinds, iii I'slO, was rejected with heconiiiig firmiu'ss. 
“ Certaiuiv,’' said l!u* cohinial secretarv. Colonel Bird, 
in aiiswvo' to this nnjnineipled napiest ; ‘‘ Ct'itainlv, 
no rights to ativ of tin- lands tlu'it- were ceded to 
you, or to any other jierson and he assigns, as a 
reason for this opinion, that thoM- lands '• vverc- solely 
appropriated to the u-e of the two kraals; viz. that n.-- 
siding on tin- lands of Zuurbrak, and a kraal of Hot- 
tentots on tin- Slange river, who had beetr inducedto 
join the kraal of Zuurbrak, for gre.iler sia iirity.” Hie 
secretarv, moreover, a-smes the aj)plicant, that “ IH 
Exeeliency will neither disturb, n<»r permit to be dis- 
turbed, in Ihmr legal possi ssiou, this itder'esting retii- 
nant of the Mot(enl<d tribe.” Aitd he gor-s on turther 
to state, tliat *’* his Lxeelleney (Lord (..'liarles Somerset) 
cannot admit of aiiv other persons hav ing any claniis 
whatsoever upon tlies*- lands; and thus he eannot cou- 
firrn to vou'^whal he is sensibh- never was alienated 
from the Hottentots.” 

Tlie rights oftiie.se j>eoj)le to the hnid.s at Zuurbrak, 
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being thus I'p’pealedly recognized by government, 
‘ieera to me to be in no respect more questionable 
than tiiose by wliieb other persons bold lunus on any 
other j)ro[)erty in the colony. Indeed this seems to 
be admitted on the grounds alleged to jnslifv the alten- 
aliun, namely, that “ there are no Hottentots or stock 
to occnpv tlu'in.” 

W'hile I am willing to give credit to the colonial 
g(»vernment, tor having- rejected the re^pie-^t of Seiden- 
faden, might not that >);o\ ernment have found enough 
in the re(jue>t itself to have Jnstitied it in complying 
with the prayer of the depulatifiii of (he London Mis- 
sionary Society, to have him removed I Is it not a 
luisdemeaiKjr, aceording to the law of England, to 
(iller a bribe to an ulliecr of bis majcstv's govemraent, 
or even to the king- bimself, fm' a situation in the ser- 
vice of goverimu'nt ! \\ hat, then, shall we say of the 

eonduet of a mis>i()iiary, who makes sneh a request as 
that whii h he preleis in (hi-' instance ? Could the 
colonial gtAerinneiit su[)pos(‘ for a moment that a man 
])referring a re(juest, which was an outrage on all 
the priiK-iples of religion and morals, was a (it })Or.son 
to teach the ver\ people (lie jirineijiies of religion and 
nior.dity, on whom lu* proposed to (^nruit this delilie- 
rale roiibery I Had the ( hargi's preferred against him 
been less aggravated in their (halader, and had the 
]>roof been h'ss clear than it was, this request was 
alone snilieient to have jtistilied his expulsion. 

I trust 1 have saiil enough, in answer to the plea 
"hich is n>ed ti) jnstil'y the proposed partition of 
the lands o( this institution. There ai\' twenty-eight 
•non upon Ihoe ittuds; there an* seventy-seven within 
day’s ride of the institution, who anxiously wish to 



294 jpALEDON INSTITUTION. 

return least to send their wiffes and children 

to it ; aii^ it ca^inot he denied but that it would be criud 
indeed to deprive the sixtv-three men in the Cape n'gi, 
ment of$nch an asylum for themselves and their families, 
after tltey are no lonoer able to serve the g'overnment. 
And fur u hum are all these people to be saerificed ! 
For the uc<'ommodalion (»f two or three b()ors, not su- 
perior in civilization, and perhaps not e«]ual in morals, 
to several, 1 may add to many, of those peo})le, who 
are to !>e (h'prived of the land of tlicir fathers — of 
land, which hud bet*n confirmed to tlumi bv the bene- 
volence of Lord Caledon. VVbat right, what claims 
have those boors nprm the possessions of these poor peo- 
ple.^ What ( lainis have they uj>on govt'rnnnmt ? None. 

Here we have a comph'te case. We see its begin, 
ning, its progTOaS, and its cnnsnmmation. Here is a 
man, “ the most iiidit j)crson in the world for being a 
mlssionaiy,” tloooing, plundering, and demoralizing 
the [)eople under him fir six veats tugeflior, under the 
very eve of governmoiit ; supported ag-aiiisf tlu' j)ravers, 
and petitions, and eom[)l<iiiits of the .'-nlTerers and their 
friends; permitted to a|)j)roj)nate tlieir labour and 
property to his own advantage ; drir ing them, bv his 
own Authority, frojn one fertile sjmt after ariotlier, till 
they find themselv|s on the bare moiint.un, without 
water, or the nece'S.s;\ries of life ; and only dismissed 
when no more remains for him to peipetrate; when his 
work is done; the rising eunimunitv being crushed 
and dispersed, and the lands ripe for aliettafion, there 
being no Hothsntots or ftU>ck to oc' upy them.” What 
security has any other sitnilar institution against the 
like fate ? 

In what, may we now ask, consist the rights of the 
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aborij^liiul inhabitants of the Cape of Good I lope to 
possess any laiicl in the colony ? DoSdiey mim it by 
inlieritanco from their fathers? That plea hits been long 
since exploded. Docs it consist in prior occupation ? 
When lands are to be granted, can they rely oiiytliis 
presumption, as the otlier free colonists d(; ? Look at 
the lands of Zunilnak and Thec^polis for an answer. 
But surely ju'omises, grants, and recognitions by the 
colonial govermneiit ilvdl, backed by long occupancy, 
give them a .solid and si'cnng as well as a kgnl right ? 
The peo[)le at Zunrbrak had ail these, and yet they are 
entirely (o eithrown. 

'Die system, of whif h tliese prof:.eedings are the legi> 
titnate fruit, is, 1 hope, drawino- towards a close. Hi.s 
Majesty's government can have no interest in support- 
ing it for a moment, after they are convinced of its 
jialnre and ('fleets ; nor do I snj)pos(j that any earthly 
interest can indin e tln'in to sanction oj)en violence and 
iiiiustic(‘, (U- autliori/c the systematic degradation of so 
large a portion of their fcllow-sid)jects*^. , 

* After a for the ri^hN of the Hottontotsof litis station, 

whit:}}, iutitT'ti, llu* ri^lits t‘f all tiu' ahorio-inal jiopulation 

of Soiitit .\frica, I haM‘ iHanti, Siiu'o thapier was put into the 
haiais of tlio ]>rjntt'r, that his Alaje-t\’s (rovernmont has tlecideil 
this case in favour ofUic ihrltcntots. 1 Intpe this act of justice in 
hehalfof a lon^‘-t»{)pri'‘-s. d [tottpic ina) he |^\veti as a plcd^'c of tfie 
beneticent iiUonlions nf jrowrnnuuU towards them in future,, It must 
be obvious to every readt'r of tlicse pag-es, that ihe efforts of ih(j 
missionaries cannot he longer su.stained, unless the people, and 
institutions iiave parliamentary enactments to protect theiu. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Gjjpressions of the Coloniu! Government increase with the Im- 
provement of dm Institutions. — Treatment of the Missionunes 
and Hottentots of Tlieopolis bv the Authorities of Albatiy. — 
Case of VN iiliam Druinyus, — Compulsory labours of tfm Hot- 
tentots, 

The reasons liitlierto assig-iunl by llie colonists and 
the cni iniai ptvenirnent, (or tlie npjxjsition made to 
onr n}issi(tns, \sei'e, — tliat ue tlid not civilise the j)eo- 
ple ; that we taught them nothin^' but religious doc- 
trines, vvltich they could not cuinjutdieiHi ; that, alter 
they came to reside at our mi>Nionary stations, they 
were left to remain in their native love of indolence 
and tilth ; and tliat, in short, their cliaracters were 
deteriorated lo our labours. And these calunmies had 
been repeated, and were puidi'-hed in the liferarv jour- 
nals of England, fill thev \vere beginning to gain a 
certviin degree of credit with inanv who were not un- 
friendly to the object of mi>sionarv societies. While 
.such remarks were made bv travellers mereiv, liiey had 
but little inllueiue mi mv mind; but when 1 heard 
them brought fiirward l)\ the colonial government and 
the loctti authorities of th<5 eomitrv. as grave erimina- 
turns agpiinst our nii»ionaries, and as reasons for the 
mca.sn res adopted against the missions, not then know- 
ing all the various reasons the lix al authorities of the 
( (jiintry had to eoimive at the op[iressions of the people, 
I fluttered myself that, to gain their approbation, and 
tlie approbation of the colonial government, it w^is 
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necessary only do elevate oar missionary st^itions by 
removing all the existing grounds for charges of this 
nature. Hy the experiment which has been made, the 
sincerity of tlie parlies making those objections, and 
alleging the excuses which have been assigned for con- 
tinuing the op|)ression of the people, has been brought 
to the test; and the secpiel will show tlie reader how 
it has endured this trial. 

So far from meeting with encouragement in our at- 
tempts to improve the ])eople, w ith \ erv few exceptions, 
the attempts made to injure onr institutions were mul- 
tiplied ill proportion as our siieccss became more and 
more apparent. While the low' state of our misMons 
was employed as a pretext for keeping them in that 
very eoiidition, it has been fully sliown, that nothing 
was so mueh dreaded, so much opjiosed, and so oflen- 
sive, as the growing prosperity of the people at our 
mi>si()uary stations. 

For further corroboration of this allegation, it is ne- 
cessarv onlv to glauci' at the following cases. Attempts 
were made, at (litTerent limc'^, bv the lo< al magistrates 
of the district, to maki' Dr. Xanderkernp a tool to op- 
press the j»eo})lt* under him, w ithout etfect * : but when 
the same attempts were made upon those who sne- 
ci'cded him, they wine more successful ; and it is diffi- 
cult to sav, while that svstem continued, which were 
more to be pitied, the missionaries or the Hottentots. 
Two examples, ou this point, will suffice; and I should 
feel that I did injnstiee to the subject did 1 not give 
them in the words of liie local authoritie.s themselves, 
•md witli the otlicial stamp which 1 found upon them. 

• I shall commence with a correspondence between 

* See p. I2L 
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the authorities gf AUxuiy arid the missionaries at Theo- 
polis. It is here [ii'iiited precisely in the sliape in which 
it was transmitted to me hv Mr, Harkei', the inissioiiary 
who succeeded Mr. Ulbrkht at Tiieopolis. 

GrahfUn's TotcHy A or. 13, lh20. 

^^SlR. 

Captain Somerset has onh'red me to reqiu'st 
of you to forward to this place live otlier Hottentots, to 
exchaiig-e witii the five sent on a former oitasion. 

“ 1 remain, «S:c, 

“ Jtl, .1 , OnkRUYDT.”* 

*' To Mr. uihri-rkt." 

Sir, 

“ The (lepnfy l.uuhlro'-t has ordered me to ad- 
drcs.s a letter (■> vnti, in ordi'c I" inquire info the n'asous 
wliv you have not complied with mv };ed letter, which 
ha<l i»een wnttioi in hi'' name. 1 le ha'' iikewi'C r(’(jiKNtc(l 
me to inform von, that ii i,' his < h ihwi the >oli( iicii 
Hottentots slioidd he sent ; and, in c.i'-e fjf non coin- 
plianee, that von will ap[)e.ir in person to answer for 
your conduct. 1 am, iS:e. 

('.SV'/rO' “ yj" J_ O-NKIU YOT.” 

To Mr> ('tfjD-h^y 'A^ 

“ in tile late Mr. I ihrieht's menioraiida, (says Mr. 
IJarkeiq} of the 21th Novendier, iH-jti, I lind the fol- 
lowing' eutrvq on the receipt of tlie second of tlH>c 
letters : — 

‘ I’o day I receivefi a letter from Capt. Somerset, that 

* Mr. Oiikniydt at that lime, ilisirict secretary, aiul oifp ft 
the tieemraden of Albany. A sinull part only of (lie oflici.al (SSrre- 
.spoiuteace beiwecu Mr. I ’lhricht and itie Albany aullunitics is fvts 
given ; more will be found ia the Appti.\iJi.x. 
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I must come to Graham’s Town, to answer for my con- 
duct, in not executing his order, which f, nevertheless, 
have executed, but the Hottentots remained behind 
without my knovvIiHlge, and 1 must bear the blame.’ 

“ This enirv was made but one mruitli and ten days 
before his death, and the manner iti which it was writ- 
ten proves his weak state of body at tlie time. He 
wrote a very neat hand, but this entry is made in an 
almost unintt'lligiide handwriting. 

“ On tli(> 28111 JJecember, 18:^), (continues Mr. 
Barker.) 1 arrived at Theopolis, on a visit from Be- 
theisd(»rp, and found Mr. Glfiriclit in the last stage 
of a Consumption. Afti'r taking some refreshment, 1 
repaired to tlie liedside of my dying brotlier: on a 
table by the side of which lay the letter above alluded 
to. lb' said tome, ‘ Look at tliat letter;’ and as 
1 took it into my hand, he ext laimed, ‘ Barher, that 
Itlhr ha'i (Ivtie uu luorf harm than all mi/ loii<r 
Httiun.' The letter Itself was then wet with his tears, 
which had fallen upon it, ami it Imre o\itieut marks of 
ha\ im'‘ lieeii more than once .so la-dewed. 

“ 1 cannot pass over the following facts, as closely 
connected with these remarks ; — As early as I'ebru- 
ary, 1^20, Gaptaiii Somerset must lune been fully 
aware of Mr. Tibrieht’s state of health ; lor that olii- 
ter. with Ids lady, and a jiarty, spent some days at the 
institution in tlu' heginning (tf that month, and Mr. IT. 
was much with him during that visit. He txanplains 
(in his nn'inoranda) of his /ub'gm in attending the 
party on a /fs-A/ug (wrurv/oR. 

On (he 2(>th October, iVIr. U. left home, and went 
* a second time to liathurst, to he near Dr. 0‘Flian. 

“ On the 9th November, Captain Somerset was at 
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Bilthurst, und on Uiat occasion liis lady laid the foun- 
dation' of the neiv dro.Ntdy house. 

“ On the 13th November, Mr. U. leturned home in 
a hopeless condition. 

*• On the '3 lih November, he received the above 
letter, siiinimniing- him to Oraham's I’own, to answer 
for his conduct. 

A certitieate was written by Dr. O'Flinn, stating 
the inability of Mr. U. to pruteed, according- to the 
order of Ca[)tain Scnnersct ; and he forwarded to him, 
also, a statement of his ovm of the reasons whv he did 
nut attend. In reply to the st.dement ot Mr. I’lbricid, 
made by liimself, and the certificate of Dr. ( J'l'liiifi, 
the fuilowing letter was re( ei\ed. It is to be regretted 
that no c(»py of Mr. l lbrit Id’s aitswt'r lias hcen jirc- 
served. 

• f i Toini, -iGlh .Vcf*. ISr^O. 

‘ Sir, 

‘ Yonr Itdter, addressed to Captain Somerset, 
tlie deputy hmddrost, has !»eeii duly re( ei\i'd, and he 
has handed it to me, to reply to it. 

‘ Yonr iefler was aeeompaniml by one, and not two, 
Hottentots, as von stated in your letter. 'I’he laiid- 
drost has re'juesled me lo ( iimmiinirale to you, that we 
need, for the present, seven 1 1'dteidots, in behalf of 
government service, to be em|)loyed at the aqui'diiil, 
and that, without their assi.stanee, the work cannot go 
forward, by whi- li means gov ('rnmeid will .siidlT ma- 
terial injnrv . To coin hide, Caplaiii S. requesls that 
yon will immediately forward six more men ; and, in 
cu.se they might manifest any relnefaiue, send them 
bound. Captain S. further reijue.sied me to eommmii- 
cute to yon, that it is hi.s earnest reipiest that you 
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will, witliout any hesitation, always comply with his 
orders, whenever he writes for some Hottentots, as 
they will always be employed in government service. 

‘ 1 remain, your obedient Servant, 

(:</;jrir(tj ‘ J. OiVKKUYDT, 

‘ To Mr. Vibricltl.' ‘ Secretaiy.’ 

“ On the 1th .lanuarv, 1^31, Mr t'lbrieht died. 

On the Isth .lamiarv, 18*21, i arrived at Thetv 
polis. In the int(‘rim betweem the late Mr. IJlbricht’s 
death and my coming to reside here, I fonml the an- 
nexed letter at th(' station, and the pco[)lc in much 
confusion how to supply the demand. 


‘ J idi J(in. 1S21. 

^ The bearer has permission to go to Theopolis, 
to return w ith six men ; when those now here w ill be 
released. 

‘ H- SoMKHSET, 

‘ Dvputy Landcirost.’ 

’I’lie requisitions on the station for men had been 
so great, that manv had left it in eonsecjuenee, and there 
were not rdlieient men eiiongh to supply the demand. 
Alte r much ikdiberation with the (xnporals, the name.s 
ol those who had lieen longest tree fnnn supplying the 
goverimK'iit chmiands were foiavarded to the deputy 
landdrosl, stating where those men were to be found. 
In answer to wiiieh the following wa.s received. 


Vrhhm, Iblh Jan, 1S31. 

t ri 

hiR, 

‘ In acknowledging the reeeint of vonr letter, 

T 1 . . Co I 

1 have to inibtni you, that none of the Hottentots you 
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mentioned urti arrived* ; 1 shall, therefore, be under the 
ne<*essitv of dctainins*’ those men mentioned until their 
arrival. 1 beg' to say, that the Hottentots employed 
bere are well paid, and ought to be released every 
month ; but in consequems' of the extreme im'gnlar 
state of the institution at riieopulis, the men Oixlered 
to come here, to reh’ase their comraties, constantly 
refuse. I request, Sir, you will take some measures, 
to see tlvat they attend to your orders. 

‘ I am, &e., 

(Shjnoi) ‘ H. Somerset, 

’ To Mr. /iark'T.’ ‘ J)i puty l.anddrost,’ 

“'To this letter the foliouiug- re[»ly was retiiined ; — 

• Thi'.tpo/is, •iOSh .1(111. 1S21. 

‘ Sir, 

‘ 1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of yours, dated the ImIi ; in answer to which 1 iK'g 
leave to state, that on my arrival here I I'ound tlie 
jieople emleavouriiig t'> '■up|ilv vmir recjiiisitiori, diili- 
cult as it was ; and 1 have used jH‘rsua.''i\e measures 
to iuduee the peojde to comply witli vour demand, and 
I iMdieve th(*y will do it. David Jantjes says he has 
undertaken a work at, BatliursI ; to do which, Mr. Bailey 
tells him, men will be commanded from tbe station, if 
be does not ])eiform it, and lie (“X( uses liimsell this 
way. Some others .state iuabilitv to perform the per- 
li(m of work required of them ; but there are no others 
who can Ix^ sent. 

' As to the irri'gular state of the institution, it 

* " ft i-T staled that none of ihf men iiientioncd arc arrived, yd 
one of the men meiilioneii in Itiat letter tltlivered Captain Soiiier- 
net’s letter into my hands, -~(i. li.’* 
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strikes me this arises from too great a requisition on 
the station for men. There are now eight men at 
Graham’s 'lown, six at Fort Wiltshire, and three 
at Bathurst*. 1 find orders for men from yourself and 
from Colonel VV illshire ; and am told that Captain 
Trappes also mak('s dcmamis on the institution, but 
have not yet found any otlicial letters from him oft 
the subji'ct. I'lie Hottentots arc thus no sooner re- 
turned from one jilace than they are demanded for 
another ; and I doubt whether the one person acquaints 
the other with the demands he makes on the station 
for men. 

‘ ’i'he ridoption of measures h>r the performance of 
tlicord('rs uf the missicnaiy, (or rather the demands of 
the tuagistrate upon him,) I ccmccive is tlic sole pre- 
rogative (»f liiiii who bears the stall' of ei\il jxiwer in 
the district. A missionary is not invested with such 
power, either by the society w hich patronizes him or the 
government which makes the demands on him; at 
least 1 am in jxissessiou of no such iiHtructlons. 

‘ I trust when my atlairs are settled, (I have now the 
charge, in a mea>me, of the iwn stations, Bethclsdorp 
and this,) and I am estabii.-hed at Tlieopolis, I shall 
be able, witii vonr assistance, to set tlie aO'airs of the 
station on a more n-gular huding ; but your eoneur- 
rence in the [)reseni state of things will lie necessary. 

‘ 1 have, &.e., 

CStijnedj ‘ G. BauKER.’ 

* To(\ipfain Safn^r^i f/ 

* At this time there were men, also» with Mes^^rs. Mope and Pe- 
(revormneiU siiivoutrs^ and who are not mentioned in ihivS 
letter, making- a total of twoMdwhve nun, alh^ent from the institu- 
tion and their fuiniiies, and commanded to the government employ, 
— G, B," 
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The district of Albany being at that time divided, 
the fuUoning letter was sent \» itli the foregoing one. 

* Thropolis^ '20th JarK IS^I. 

‘Sir, . 

‘ I take the lilx'i ty of entrcaling you |d inform 
me to which division ol the disirii t the institution of 
Theopolis l)elongs, uhelher (iraham’s 'I'own or Ba- 
thurst ; and who the missionary stationed hcife is to 
address, as its t ivil iiead, Captain 'IVappes or yourself. 

‘ 1 have. (!ke., 

‘ C- Barker.’ 

‘ Ti> Captiin .s', C', o’ 

“ To the above two letters the following aii-swer was 
returned. 

• Gr,Jiim''s T'lrn, Jun. IS-21. 

‘ Sir, 

‘ I am directed l,v the <ieputv landdro.st to ac- 
quaint you that vonr attc'iidaiice l:elore him is wanted 
by Wednesdav morning, in order to oi\e you a verbal 
aiEswer to vour letters addressed to him. 

‘ 1 am, vK:.’,, 

‘ J. OnkHUVDT. 

‘ TuMr.B'trhr, Jh-opoU^’ , ‘.Secretary.’ 

“ After riding the jrreater part oi the night,” sviys 
Mr. Biirkcr, “ to Craham’s I’own, tiic‘ distance thirtv- 
five miles, I attended at the landdrost's otlii c, at nine 
o’clock on the morning of W'edne.sday, theg ith; was 
told by Mr. Onkruvdt that Captain Somerset was not 
at home ; at eleven o’clock attended again ; not yet at , ^ 
home: at twelve o’clock attended the tliitd time, mid 
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l&ld tiiat Captain wouM not be at home bf»day-. 
On leavi'a^ the tovro, and passing;^ Captain Somet^’s 
house, I, asked the orderly in attendance (a Hottentot 
soldier) tf Captain S. was at home, wl^ replied, ^ Yes, 
he has ^Ot been out, except for a morning's ride with 
his lady*^' ' George Barker.’ 


Tim case of William Bruintjes, a Hottentot of Be- 
thelsdprp, compelled by the landdrost Cuyler to become 
a soldier, and to enter into the Cape corps, will afford 
another appropriate illustration of the spirit of the co- 
lonial fimctionaries* It was first brought under njy 
notice by a letter from the Rev, J. Kitehingman, dated 
Feb. ilj 1822, of which the following is an extract : — 
I must hei'C inform you of the case of a young man 
who has been in my service. His name is William 
Bruintjes ; he was formerly in the service of Captain 
Andrews, His la,st master was Walter Bentinck, Esq., 
of the court of justice, with whom he has lived four 
years, and who liad given him an excellent character, 
and a pass to come to this district, with a design to see 
his father, who is a member of this institution. On his 
arrival, lie sliowed his pa.ss to the landdrost, whom he 
requited to permit him to become a resident of this 
place, which was denied, but a pass was given him to 
remain any where else in the district. He came and 
wished me to engage him, which 1 promised to do, 
and was only waiting an opportunity to ride to the 
field'comet for that purpose, when I received biders 
from the landdrost to inquire where he was, to which I 
replied that h#wa3 in my service. The next day 1 
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orclered to forward him, which accordingly W^ done. 
When he came to the landdrost’s office, he yras asked 
where he had been ; to which he replied, tha^.|inc!e his 
return from Graham’s Town and Somerset,^, c^f had 
been in Uie service of Mr. Kitchingman, larid- 
:dr(>st’s observatit)n was, ‘ I enlist yt>u for n j^ldier.' 
The lad then asked permission to fetch his cl<^e.s ; 
to which the landdrost replied, ‘ No ! — O’Connell, 
give him his rations, and see that he does not go 
away.’ 

“ I wrote to the landdrost, re<|iiesti!ig him to accept 
a substitute, but no answer has i>een received. W’m, 
Bruintjes is a remarkably steady, industrious, and well- 
behaved y oung man ; and I feel veryilOueh grie\ ed at 
losing him in such a rnuuner, especially as he has much 
aversion to being a soldier. If you are wp^uaiuted 
with Mr. Bentinck, 1 \vi.sh you would mention this cir- 
cumstance, as \\ illiam desired mo to inform his old 
master (»f his case.” 

A more full and explicit account of this case Wiis 
soon after laid before me, in the following letter from 
John 'I’homus, Es^., of the East India Company’s civil 
service, a geatlernaa whose high character for talent, 
integrity, and benevolence is suHi( icutly well known, 
both at Uie Cape and in India, to give his testimony 
and opinions due weight on a subject like tlie pre- 

* Mr. Thomas spent upwanls of two years at the Capo, dnrinjf 
ft great part of which he resided wiiii his family at ftcihcisdorp 
and llitenhage, and couseijuently knew the condition of this insti- 
tution thoroughly. He is now in England, and has authorised tne 
to ftdd his IfHtinioay to the other resjjeclahle ones already given in 
of die general statements I have brouglti^forwwd. 
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^ “ Cape Town, S8d Jxdy, 1882. 

My mm SiB, 

Cixse of Wm. Bruintjes having come imme- 
diately jinder my observation, 1 am enabled to state to 
yoii wi|ll Certainty several facts relating to it ; and in 
doing I lictpe that the statement will prove of sbriie 
u.se, not only as demonstrating the nature of the hard- 
ships tl|ip llottcjitots are doomed to suffer, without the 
means of redress, but I trust that, in his case, you will 
be able to devise some means of relieving him from his 
present situation. 

The man’s account of himself, prior to the time 
when his case came under my notice, and which I be- 
lieve to be sukitautially correct, is as follows : — ^That 
he was .some time in the service of Mr. Bentinck, of the 
Cape, and that he only quitted that gentleman’s em- 
ploy in order to proceed into the interior to see his re- 
latives. He has with him, 1 know, a good character 
I'rom Mr. Bentinck, given to him at the time of quit- 
ting. After leaving the Cape, he went, I believe, to 
CraalF-Reinet and Somerset, and remained a few 
months at each plac'e ; then to Graham’s Towm, 
where he also remained some short time. From this 
last place he came to Hitonhage, and there requested 
permission from the landdrost to join himself to the 
institution at Bethelsdorj), where his relatives resided. 
This was denie<l to him, and he states that he was 
informed that he must find himself a master. After 
rectaving this intimation, before he went to seek em- 
ploy he came for a short time to visit his reladves, 
mid remained a few days with them at Bethelsddrp. 

, The furt her facts that I shall now detail concerning 
iiim, are thosd which came under my personal observa- 
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After he had remained but a short tip?ifc||dth his 
i^atipns, oui' friend Mr. Kitchingraan^ being at ftiat 
jSme in want of a servant, engaged William ]||juintjes, 
and found him a most useful and respectable servant. 
He ,Imd remained with him about three wedss^ whoa 
sin order came from the landdrost, directing Hr. K. 
to send William to the drostdy. He accordingly sent 
him; and on his arrival there, after an inquiry as to 
where he had been residing, and after William had in 
answer informed him that l>e had been in Mr. Kit- 
chingman’s service at Uethelsdoip, he was told by the 
landdrost tliat he was enlisted as a soldier for the CajXi 
regiment. Upon this l»e stated to the landdrost, (as 
he informed me, within half an lioiir oflhe (xcurrence.) 
tliat he was not willing to become a soldier ; but no 
regiinl was paid to this, and the under-sheriff was 
directed to serve out to him rations. This was not all; 
for he was not only thu'- arbitrarily and unwillingly en- 
listed at a moment’s notice, but he was positively for- 
bidden to return to BetheUdorp ; and although he then 
made the request, he was not even allowed to return 
for one hour, to go and take leave of his relations, and 
eolleet together his clothes, &c. ; and it was only by 
the favour of the sheriff that he was permitted to come 
to the house whi*re 1 halged in Uitenhage, to request 
too to allow a sonant of mine to go and seek his horse, 
and also to place under my charge! a saddle and bridle 
belonging to Mr, Kitchingmaii, which he had borrowed. 
He pressed me also, at the same time, to use .some exer- 
tions to relieve him from the necessity of entering the 
ani^J^'bat, after making inquiry, I found that the 
mode of enlistment pursued in the Hottentot corps was 
from that in other of the king’^oips. I was, 
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therefore, obliged to tell him that it was out of my 
power tei' assist him at that time, but that I would 
make kuown the har^h treatment he had been sub- 
jected to, and would endeavour to interest others hi hiS 
favour. To fulfil this promise is my motive for 1^% 
these Ihcls before you ; and 1 hope that you will make 
known his case to his former master, which he much 
wished, and procure, if practicable, his discharge from 
the army, and leave for him to reside with his relations 
at Bethelsdorp. 

1 am, &c. 

(Fiigiiod) j. j. Thomas.” ' 

After I'Pceiviiig these statements, I sent them to Mr, 
Bentinck, the former master of Bniintjes, and who waS 
then one of the members of the court of justice, and 
auditor-general of the colony, with the following note : 

‘‘ Caj)e Town^ 2Qih Juhj^ 1S82* 

'' Sir, 

At the request of the Rev. J. Kitchingman, I 
have taken the Itberly of tran.smittingto )ou the iuclosed 
papers respecting a Hottentot of the name of William 
Bniintjes, formerly in your sen ice. llie ca,se of Bru- 
intj(» appears to be a very liard one. 

In the most arbitrary manner, he is refused by the 
landdrost permi.''sion to join the institution at Bethels- 
dorp, In answ er to his applit atiou to the landdrost on 
this subject, he meets with a peremptory refusal, and 
is commanded to find a master. Denied access to the 
institution, he olfers himself as a servant to Mr*' Kit- 
clungman, and, before Mr. Kitchingman could con^ 
•maud leisiir^to go with him to the 0eld-cot||^ 
Bruintjies is commanded by the landdrost to appear id 
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rity of the landdrost, for which they received no ade- 
quate eorapeiisation in the shape of wages, llje 
foUowing is a statement of the grievanem tof this 
natute which was laid before the mlonial government, 
as c^nmunicated to me from this institution in IMl. 

1. Twelve men were, last December, orders from 
Betl»elsdoq> to Stanerset Farm. At tlio time this de- 
mand was made, there w'ere two men there of a for- 
mer ]^rty. These men h^ye l>een absent three montlis, 
and their families are in a state of starvation. 

2. When the Hottentots are allowed to choose their 
own masters, tiiey cun earn, at Port Elizabeth and 
other places, one dollar and a half and two dollars per 
day, Wide their food. For work which they are 
constrained to perform by the local authorities of the 
district, they are allowed barely two skillings {five- 
pence sterling) per day. Two or three skilUngs per 
day Wit’S the .sum allowed the Hottentots by govern- 
ment, when the price (»f labour in general was low, 
and the necessaries of life at less than one-third of 
their present j)rice. 

3. A water-fiscal has lately been appointed at 

Uitenhage. TIjis man, who is a boor, has contracted 
with the l<K‘al authorities of the place to keep the water* 
channels of the drostdy clear, for a specific sum of 
money. To enable thi.s water-fiscal to live upon his 
contract, Hottentots are commanded from BetheWorp 
to serve him Ht two or three .skillings per day. This 
man, in Jo what he compels the Hottentots 

to do for him ' ll the line of his trade, has lately built 
the walls i>f, j|^l^tantial and commodious house for 
him^lf, aj^. the poor Hottentots were compelled « 
to Ivork -iame low wages that mey 
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peSed to servo Him for, in his official character as a 
.water-fiscal 

4. .In the end of February, there were four men 
from Betbelsdorp, wiio were compelled to serve as con- 
stables. One of these men, labouring' under a pul- 
monary complaint, and unable longer to work, after 
liaving served the local authorities of the district on 
terras on which he could make no provision a^nst 
future casualties, is discharged and abandoned and 
must either starve or become a burden on the insti- 
tution, 

5. At the time this statement was drawn up, th^e 
were seven boys belonging to Bethelsdorp employed 
in tlie service of the po«t-oftice. 'Oiis is a very heavy 
oppression upon Bethelsdorp ; more than half the 
missionary’s time is taken up with secular business 
belonging to the local authorities of the district, for 
which no indemnilication is made, u hile he is continu- 
ally pestered with messages, ^\hich he is obliged to 
find |)eopie to carry to the different places to which 
they are addressed. The poor Hottentots, who are 
compelled to bear those messages, arc often occupied 
a wlwde day with them, and for which they have 
neither food nor wages allowed. 

Bethelsdorp is the only institution which suffers from 
this cause ; this kind of oppression is confined to 
Bethfelsdorp. Sekleufaden, at Caledon institution, has 
six hundred dollars a-year, as post-master, and he 
has not half the trouble that the missionary at Bethels- 
doip is obliged to take, without remuneration. 

ft; During the late Gaffer war, above seventy men were 
% more -than six months from fficir homier without re- 
ceiving ono.fokbing of wages ; the greats part of tlfose 
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men were aU tfiis time employed about Uitenhagia f and 
while they were doing duty as soldiers, watehing by 
night, and digging by day, their families were starving 
«t the institution. During this period they were fetced 
to contract debts with the farmera, which styi' |eeps 
them in misery and bondage. 

8. About eighteen montlis ago, twenty-four ^ the 
finest young men in the institttti«tn were forced to enter 
into flic Cape coqis. 

These f.icts are not stati'd for the purpose of obtain- 
ing remuneration for tii<' past, but in bopet that the 
sufferings of the people will obtain some mitigation. 
If die Hottentots must be soldiers, let the diffemit in- 
stitutiuns be (‘ailed upon to furnish their respective 
pro|)ortions, that tin* l)iirden may not wholly fall npoii 
one or tv\o institutions ; and if lathers are eaiied from 
home in the service of government, reason and htuha* 
nhy sav, that the poor families should have something 
allowed them. Ihit wliatever may be said in defence 
of tliis system, su far as it regards the army, no«£Woa 
can be assiyiied why the jioor Holleiitots at tbos# in- 
stitutions should be liable to be called upon by any 
local authority iu tiie country to serve himself or his 
friends at two or three skillings a day, when they can 
earn almost as many dollars, when allowed to hire 
themselves to masters with whom they can enter into 
mutual agreements. 

In February la«t, one Hottentot in the possession 
of tbr(H‘ wagi^jas, earned in ten day.s by them two hun-- 
dred and seventy rix-dollars. it is a hard cas^at 
»iK‘h a man shoidd be taktm from hh fnmUy^^jpi eora- 
pelied to work for two skillings a day, while frfe wag- ® 
gon and his o&m arc tmemployed. 
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One in^vidual at Bethelsdorp, who has a waj^gon 
aiidoteHr was lately ( ompeUed to drive the waggon of 
a boor to Graham Town. Had he had his own wa^on 
with him he would have received for thfe journey 
rix-dollars, whilst ail he received for this 
compulsory sen’ice was seven rix-dollars. 

, T|| 0 ^ condition of the Hottentots among the farmers 
is agreeable in comparison of their situation in the 
hands of the local authorities. While a Hottentot is 
serving a farmer^ his wife and children are fed ; but 
while they are engiiged in this compulsory service, their 
jPP«P miserable families are thrown entirely destitute. 

9. Colonel Cuyler applied some time ago for some 
additional Hottentots to labour on his farms. Tlie 
missionary could uot send him as many as lie wanted. 
But nt^ne. can join the institution without ])ermission from 
the lailddrost. Shortly after the colonel met v\ith this 
disappointment, some Hottentots applied for permLssion 
to go to reside at the institution. The application was 
refused. When the mis'^iouarv, Barker, retpiested to 
be kdbrmed of tlie eolouel’s rea‘'()n for this arbitrary 
condtjet, he was told that no more should be allowed 
to join the institution till they ajipeared to be better 
taught in it. 

Immediately before the departure of Sir Kufane 
Donkim the acting governor, from Cape Town, on his 
last journey into the interior, liis attention was called 
h>ihe state of Bethelsdorp, and ihe substance of the 
.above ifemplaints was put into his hand.s, to assist 
hinijm diis inquiries. A few davs after his amval at 
UiteniJg^^ lie visited Bethelsdorp^ in company with 
Li^i^ant-Colonel Cuyler, when the mi.sstonaries were 
caliM upon, to produce their evidence in support of 
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tfcl conaplaiiits contained in the list of grievances pre- 
sented to die acting governor. Sir Rufane Donkin 
(whose intontnins, donbtiess, were always good, and 
to whom J sdU feel grateful for the kindness he always 
showed to the missionaries, and the pet^onal attentions 
whi^h I always received from him) was not satisfied with 
the proofs adduced by the missionaries in support of their 
complaints ; and his decision, on this occasion, did not 
oive me satisfaction w Inch could have been wished. 
ITiis unexpectetl and painful result obliged me to take 
a journey to Bethelsdor[). In the first instance, I 
waited on Colonel Cu\ler, to endeavour to heal the 
breach : but, finding he refused to see me, I found it 
neeessarj’ to search fi^r otlu'r jiroofs than those ivhich 
had Ijeen adduced in supfiort (»f the (harges which had 
been represented ns atfording evidence of mttpiraa/ 
against that rnagistnite ; and I found all that 1 wanted 
in the Mission Otliee of the institution, in the hand- 
writing of tlie landdrost ImuM'lf. As the maas of writing 
discovered on this o<'casion, from which my proofs are 
taken, was toognait to Ix' embodied in one dotnimenf, 
I eonffned my stdection chiefly to the yemrs and 
The article thus furnished, containing a state- 
ment of grefi oppressions, as established by the au- 
h^aph of die accused himself, was transmitted to the 
coltaiial-ofliee ; but it pnanired for ns no relaxation of 
the system, and it lay there undisturbed till it was 
call^ for by his MujestC^ Commissioners of Inqiiiiy*. 

vf Sec Appendix — “ Staicment af the IIord8hi[W to 
RottianttJt*> of Bctlirisderj) are exposscl,’’ &c. . J V 
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Plan of removing the Institution of Bethelsdorp.—dimse of 
abandonment. — Purchase of a place on the Chamtoos River. — ^ 
Wood Case.—Game Case.— Visit of the Commissioners of In- 
quJry at Bethelsdor|i. — Application to Government for adHtionai 
Lands. — Its rejection, and attempt to curtail the boundaries o* 
the Institution.— Aj>pea tol Earl Bathurst^ and his decision. — At* 
tempt to make the Missionaries responsible for llie taxes of the 
Hottentots. 

In the preceding’ pages this work, enough has beet! 
said to sliow the unfitness of the site of Bethebdorp 
fora missionary institution, audio vindicate the cha-^ 
racier of Dr. V^aiiderkemp against the abuse with 
whicli his menujry has been loaded, in relation to the 
situation of tlie place. It is evident, from Vander- 
kemp’s own statements, that he liad no election in this 
case ; that lie saw the disadvantages of the situation ; 
and tha| he accepted it merely as a temporary Accom- 
modation for himself and the people with him, till a 
moie suitable place, wliieh had been prdlhised to him 
by die colonial government, should be |)ointed out to 
him. He always continued to regret that the institu- 
tion had been placed in a situation which presented so 
few favourable circumstances to facilitate the improve^ 
went o^e people ; and continued, to the latter {leriod 
of his life, to urge upon the colonial government th^ 
obligations it was under to furnish a more suitable 
j place for the institution. 

On the arrival of the (lepi^tions of the London 
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Missionary Society, the ^isadvantag-es of the place in- 
dhced them, with the advice of tlie government and 
local anthorities of the district, to resolve on disposing 
of the gix>uijd and building by sale, and purchasing 
another ^ace which was recommended to them. 

The place {)roposed, as eligible to form an institu- 
tion, wivs in a remote part of the country, inclosed hy 
a range of lofty muuntains ; but, having an abundance 
of water, it hail this advantage over ilethelsdorp, 
that it would furnish the Hottentots with the means of 
raising corn. On visiting llctluisdorp, in 1821, I in- 
tended to purchase the above plact^ and to see the 
people reniined t(.t it. On my airi\ul at Uitenhage, 1 
found tlie coloni.'-ts expiessing more sati.sfactioji at the 
proposed removal of the institution than 1 consideii'd 
consistent with the loss they would sustain, in being 
deprived of so m;iny n.<eful labuiircrs in the district ; 
and the suqirise excital in my mind by this circum- 
stance led to in<iuiries which obliged me to change 
my pliuis. d’he jiiv expre.ssed on thi.s occasion ap- 
pears to liave arisen from iin imjnession, that I was 
to be allowed to sell the place ; to remove the, institu- 
tion ; and to take vvitli ns the sick, and aged, ^id in- 
firm |>m>p!e f but tliat the great body <'f them wore to 
be detained in the di.-^triit, and not to be permitted 
toacixmipany u.s. Whether such a plan was delilie- 
rateiy formed by the local authorities of the district, 
or whether it was communicated to the colonial go- 
vernincnt, I cannot say; but the opinion was so 

t neral, and the patronage which the landdrost would 
ve gained by it was ho great, u.s to give it an air ol 
plausibility ; and the consequences which would have , 
arisen fi-ora its exeeutli® of such a character, that 
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it would have been madness, under these eircuni» 
stances, to have hesitated a moment as to tlieonly safe 
course left me to pursue. 

The plan of removing- the place being abandoned, 
my anxiety now was, to prociu'e if possible iiditional 
lands, to supply tiie deticiciieies of Bethelsdol'p, and 
provide for an increashig population. The*^farra of 
Mr. Korsten, on the Chamtoos river, was then for sale, 
and l)etvvetm live and six thousand rix-dollars were in* 
■stautly subscribed by the people, to assi.st in paying 
the purchase-money. The lirst instalment was to be 
paid in March, 1S22 ; and Mr. Korsten, who had al' 
ways been friendly to the institution, in order to assi-st 
thorn in a time of genei-id and great scarcity in the 
colony, and to enable them to meet the tirst payment 
of tlic farm, in March, gave them an order for a large 
quantity of cask-staves, which he required for liis 
whale and seal fishery at Algoa-bay, amounting in 
valuti to seven tliousand live hundred rix-dollars. On 
the 1st of February, as the perrple were preparing to 
fultil their contract to Mr. Korsten, an order was sent 
to llethelsdorp iVoiu the landdro.^t, prvdiibiting them 
from cutting- timber, excepting in one place, where 
there wivs none of tlie wood they had agreed to deliver 
to Mr. Korsten to be found. . 

On receiving this t:ornnrrmication, 1 wrote to Mr. 
Korsten, proposing to him a few questions, to which he 
was so good as to furnish the follow ing r eply, by return 
of post, dated Feb. b, 182-2: — 

“ I contracted, a fi;w weeks previous to my d^f 
parture from Algoa-bay, with some of the memlrers^ 
^ol tiro imstitution of Bcthelsdorp, (whose industry 
and honesty 1 had, during eight or nine yoat^ in 
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wH(^ I had employed them, always ex[3^rienced,) 
ferthe delivery of good, ash staves, for my whale and 
^1 %hf«^ pCl^^irate o| twelve stivers per stave, 
amounting together to a jmm of seven thousand five 
hundred m*dollars, tQ^be paid partly by flour and rice, 
and pa^y in money. %is was clorie, not so much in 
hopes of deriving any benefit flrom the bargain, since I 
might have pru\ ided myself from other quarters fully 
as cheap, m to assist them in getting some support for 
theirdamibes ; for they were complaining that tliey were 
almost starving, on account of the failure of their har- 
vest ; and aLo to enable them to pay the pim hase- 
raoney of the farm of the Chamtoits river, which von 
bought from me on tlndr account, d'o tlie question, 
where this timber is to be had, I beg to sav, that 
none of those trees are to be found iii Ijundman’s-bush, 
(the name of the place vvlierc they are still |>ermitted 
to cut wood,) but that the sta\es which I contracted for 
with them must be cut in the immense forest of Zitze- 
Kamma, distant upwards of an hundred miles from 
Alg(Ki-bay; and out of whi<h forest I have been pro- 
\ided,^for mauy >ears, to the amount of rnsmy thou- 
sand staves, by the same Hottentots and farmers, 
without ever having heard that, on the part of goveni- 
ment or the landdrost, auv obstacle has been thrown in 
the way to prevent it.” 

After a correspondiMice of eight months with the 
coloniid government, the landdrost was ordered to al- 
low the Hottentots, a.s formerly, to cut wood in the 
Inhibited forests ; but' by the time this victory had 
been gained, the people had suftered all the evils arising 
from this arbitrary interference; they had lost their# 
cofttrad, and were uiiibl| to pay the first instalment 
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for the ; raany of them ha3 also been throwh 
out of em{)loynR‘nt iii a season of great ^camty, and 
obligetl to sutler many privations; bdt though they 
had suffered so much, no remuneration waf ordered 
them by this decision, and many "of them hadlby this 
time turned their attention to other means of sul|»istence; 
It may also be added, tliat so little regard was paid 
to ,the directions of the colonial gov('rnment, on this 
subject, by the landdrost, that they remained for many 
months afterwards little better than a dead letter to 
those who wished to avail themselves of the indulgence. 

I’hc next illustration I shall adduce is the Game Case 
of the Koogu, which will afford an appropriate speci- 
)nen both of the mode in which malicious accusations 
against the Hottentots of our institutions are too fre- 
quently investigated bv the provincial magistracy, and 
also of the spirit in which such inquiries are too often 
reportetl upon in ollicial communications to government. 

During tht‘ progress of the recent improvements at 
llethelsdorp, a quantity of thatch was wanted for the 
roofs of several now lauldings ; and materials fit for 
the purpose not being to b(‘ had in the immediate vi- 
cinity, Mr. Kitchiiigman sent a party of six Hottentots 
to the Kooga River, about thirty miles distant, for the 
purpose of cutting rushes on the lands of a farmer 
named Vermaak, from w honi he had previously ob- 
tained permission. The spot tt) wliich this party were 
sent is surrounded on all sides by immense forests of 
brushwood and jiinglc, frequented by elepliants, btiffa- 
loes, tigers, hya’iias, and other wild animals ; and the 
ivoa having to lie in the open fields, at a distance fiom 

iwy inhabited place» it was mjuisitc for them to taku 
VoL. r. Y 
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for their defence; bnt that tliey 

ia%'ht not waste their time in shtjoting- game, (the Hot- 
b'ltots, like the other inhabitants. Inniig geaemliy fond 
of hunting-,) they were not siipphetl with any ammu- 
nition by the raissioiiai’ies, excepting ftjur shots of gum 
pt)v\cler presented to tiiem by Mr. Read tm tlieir de- 
parture. This was in the niontii of May, 1H:22, 

After this party had been absent some weeks on this 
business, one of tliein t\*turned to inform the inissiua- 
aries that they had been deprived of their guns by a 
party of btK<rs sent to disarm them by order of Colonel 
C’liyler. I [hui this Mr. kiUhinginan wrote to Colonel 
C'uyler, respes;tl'ully retpiesfing to l)e informed of the 
Cjmse why the guns of the Ibdlmitots had been sei/a'd. 
In reply, the laiuldru'-t stated that several outrageous 
acts of kdliiig cattle luul recently occurred in the \i- 
cinify of tlte K<H»ga, and that a report having aKo 
reached him of a hor-'C having been wounded in that 
neigliboiirhuod, he Itad sent a lield-cornet to seize tlie 
gttns of anv Hottentots he might lind there. He 
added, that when he liad leisure, he would make further 
impiiry into the r ase, and in the meanwhile requested 
Mr. K. to iiilorm liim of tl»e ijuantity of amraunitioii 
yvitit whh h he hud supplied the parly, and how much 
tliey still hud in their possi'sston. 

Mr. Kitchingmau stated in his answer that he tuid 
not furnished tlu* Hottentot.s with any ammunition, (not 
being then aware of the four shots they had rer eived 
from Mr. Read,) and that he believed the quantity in 
their posses.siou, when they left ik'thelsdoq), must have 
been very' trifling. He exprt'sst'd, at the same time, 
his r^ret that they had been deprived of tlieir fiKir 
arms, as it did not appear that there Imd been anytiimg 
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ill their conduct to warmnt «ucli a toode of 
adding, that from the q?|antity of which 

haul cut, it was pixstty evident that the j^ple nad 
been working and not spending their time i® idtenm, 
as had been reported to tiie landdrost. Ifhe magis- 
trate’s brief reply to this lemonstrance was an intima- 
tion, through the district secretary, that he would in- 
vestigate the afl'air on a certain day, with a summoiis 
for Mr. Kib'hinginan to attend with the whole of the 
party at his olliee for that purj[M>se. 

Upon the appearance of tlie party before the land- 
drost at Uitenhage, Mr. Kitchingmun corrected his 
former .statement resjuv tiiiff the ammunition of the 
Hottentots, by mentioning that he hud since ascer- 
tained that tliev liad bec'ii supplied with four shots by 
Mr. Head. I'lii' liottentot'. wore then examined and 
cross-examined by Colonel Cuvier ; and igxm this in- 
\estigali(jn a report was drawn up by him and for- 
warded to the government at Cape 'rown. 

Proceedings of thi.s kind were so eonmion at Bethcls- 
dorj), that I had re<eiAed no intelligence of this par- 
ticulaj?flgase, when 1 was summoned to the colonial otiice 
to hear the result of the in\estigation. Ha\inghad 
the subject explained to me, the colonial secretary re- 
marked. that it was (wident from this and other cases 
of daily occurnmee, that the magistrates of the distiicts 
of tin' col(>ny had much to bear fixun our missionaries, 
and had much trouble with t lie people of our institu- 
bons. Holding up Clolonel ( ’u} ler’s communication in 
his hand, he said, “ It i.s not our intention to institute 
''0\ere proceedings against the missionaries in this case ; 
•Init your candour must allow, from the facts eontained. 
in die statement, fbut wc have provocation ; and that 
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we have grounds enough to justify us, were we to make 
an example of some of the parties eoneerned. While, 
hovvo\"er, liis ExceUeuey is willing to pass over tlu; pn*. 
sent offence, he liopes and expects that yon will caution 
the missionaries against taking part with the Uottt'ii- 
tots ligainst t!ie local authorities, as they have evidently 
done in this case.'’ At the same time 1 was reminded, 
tliat it np{)eared evident from tlie iiujuiry that the mis- 
sionaries oi» the trial had hecn convicted of falsehnod 
" vkith respect to the gunpowder given to Klaas Kluas, 
(tlie leader of the pai ty <jf tliati h-cnttcTs,) by the evi- 
dence of Klaiis himself. I'or Mr. Kitchingman had 
allirmetl that they liad not rei eived more than four 
.shots from the missionaries, whereas it appeared in 
evidence, that Klaas had recciveil a pound of powder 
from Mr. Read. 

lliis ca.se ap}>eared to the (■( denial governnionl so 
very strong, that, contrary to their former practice, a 
copy of it was granted to meat my recjiiest. I'his was 
immediately transmitted to Iknheisdorj) ; and the se- 
quel will show what ground the government had for 
the eonfideiiee tiu'v had j)laeed in the impartially and 
veracity of the funetiotiaiv' wlna had ventured, on the 
strength of it, to institute a complaint against the mi>- 
sionarics. 

This curious dot ninent is entitled an “ Inqnirv 
made bv Lieutenant-('(»lonel (.‘nvier,” &e., Sio. 'Ihe 


landdrostnot apprelicnding tliat tin' missionaries would 
have lii-s Iinphry ” put into tlnsir hands, liad drawn 
it up, if is presumed, in the usual style, in which 
e.#|^aceiistomed to write eommunieations of this 
^ the result showed how necessary it is, lot'* 
i of substantial Justice, and Jfyr the interests of 




GAME CASE. 


325 


a comnrumity, that parties on both sides of a question 
j-honld tibtain a candid heaiung. It appeared on scru- 
tini/irif^ the “Inquiry,” that the landdrost had taken 
down f)ut a small part of the evidence given on that 
o^^ion ; that ho had ‘^elected those parts of it only 
Served the purj)ose he had in view— the crimi- 
nation dT tlie missionaries and the Hottentots ; — that 
some of his questions were indirectly intended to en- 
snare the parties before him, by attempling to draw 
from them such answers as he could twi>t to his pur- 
pose ; and that, by eonfouiiding times and places, and 
bv mixing up ocrurreiK es uhich had taken place at dif- 
feient periods, and makino- it appear as if they related 
to one e%(Mit, — he had succeeded in this instance in 
lodging iqxtn the minds of tiie lieads of the colonial 
go\en\ment, a linn coiuiction that the Hottentots 
merited punishment, and that the missionaries had 
been guilty (>f a shamt'ful dereliction of principle in 
attcfl^^ng to screen them. Ibning fully ascertained 
tlj^Hs was the true state of llie ease, I addressed 
tliCTlmlowing lett('r to the colonial secretary, on the 
<rth August, — 

“ When Colonel Cinler’s inquiry respecting the kill- 
ing of game was re.ul to me in tlie t'olonial Otlicc, I 
declined gi\ing any opinion on the .subject till 1 should 
hear Mr. Kitchiugmau's aceount of the business, 
fb.uiiig obtained the inibrmation rcqnei»t«M, I beg 
leave to submit the inclosed eorresp(>udenee^ with the 
remarks wlfu’h follow, to the consideration of hisl^ncel- 
leiK y the governor. 


* The t'orrespoiulcnco between Colonel Ciijler and Mr. 
i'lgnian, already rel'eri^ed to. 
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In making a few remarks on tins business, I shall 
begin with Colonel Cnyler-g eomnninieation to the Co- 
lonial Office, dated 10th June. I’hi.s paper i.s entitled 
an * Inquiry made by IJeutenant-Colonel Cuvier in a 
case of .several guns having been taken from Hottentots 
belonging to the institution at Ikdlndsdorp, in the fiehb‘ 
cometey of Kooga.’ In Colonel Cuvier’s letter of 5th 
June, it appears, that the guns of the Hottentots were 
.seized on Mespieion of their liaving killed .some cattle, 
and wounded a horse; and in a letter, dated 8th June, 
from the se< retarv of the district of Hitenhage, ad- 
dressed to Mr. Kitdtiiigman, that missionary, with the 
aeeu.stHi Hottentots, is recpn'sted to attend on the 10th of 
June at lotenhagi', to l)e examined on these eharge.s. 
On .Mr. Ki(( liiugma!i’< aj)p('araue(' at Uiteiihage on tin* 
lOth, not a ‘•ingle cjuestion a^ked him respecting 
the cliarLTCs against the Hottentots on which he was 
summoned ; not a syllable is said in the landdrost’s 
inquiry about the slaugfitered cattle and the WOtJiicled 
horse, the ostfuisible reasons for which the Hot^ltot" 
were (!ej)nve<l of t!u“ir euiis, and for which fhe^%erc 
now called to riifuiliaLro. 'I’he original char^, and 
that on whirh tliev w<'re railed to ajipear before thi' 
landdrosf, is entirely abamloned ; the (juestinn of kill- 
ing cattle and woundiiig a horse is altogether laid aside, 
and a new quf'stion of destroying game substituted. 

Finding the original eharge wholiv untenable, aitd 
without IlKi smallest loimdaticiii, the* iamldrost wanted 
a defence for Ids own r <Midu< t, in the manner in which 
h|%ad treated the llofientols in this instance; and the 
iitjuiry in which the business ended seems to have 
been an expedient to which Ijc hud recourse for this 
puqrose. 
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There is something in the very commencement of 
this inquiry which his Excellency will not fail to re* 
mark^ and which requires no comment. In Mr. Kitch- 
ingman’.s letter, dated oth June, he says, — ‘ the Hot- 
tentots received no ammunition from me ; and, from all 
I can learn, the quantity in their possession when they 
left this plac(5 must have been vei^ trilling indeed.’ 
But, being interrogated on the 10th, before the land- 
drost, whether he knew where the Hottentots had 
been provided with gunja^wder, he is said to have 
stated, on information obtained since his letter dated 
the 5th, that he had been told the corporal Klaas 
Klaas got four shots of powder from Mr. Read, at 
Bethelsdorp. 

The examination of Mr. Kitchingman is followed 
the examination of the corporal Klaas Kla.as. ’^fhe 
llit>ddrf)st having asked this man w'here and what quan- 
tity of powder he got, Klaas states that he got a pound 
of powder from Mr. Read, when he was sent with some 
oxen to lie on tin* road towards riraaff-Reinet, to meet 
the waggons of Mr. Read going to the Briquas. The 
design- of this statement is too obvious to require 
any remark. 1 cannot conceive any object the land- 
drost could have in bringing Mr. Kitcliingman’s state- 
ment, and the corporal Klaas’s statement, forward 
in this wav, if he did not nusm to connect the two cir- 
cumstances togt'ther. Mr. Kitchingman states, in his 
letter of the 7th ;lunc, that the Hottentots who were 
employed oii this occasion to cut thatch on Mr. Ver- 
maak’s ground received no ammunition ; and, at Uiten- 
hage, on the 10th, he admits he had been told that the 
•corporal Klaas Klaas got four shots of powder from 
Mr. Read, at Bethelsdorp. Inmiediately after Mr, 
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Kitehingmaa lias emitted his declaration, that he was 
told tliat the corporal Khuis Klaas had reanved four 
shots of powder from Mr. Read, at Ui'thelsdorj), Col. 
Cuyier instantly turns to the corporal Klaas Khuis, and 
ask.s him. where and what quantity of [lowder he got 
In reply to this (|uestion Klaa.s slates, that he got a 
pound of powder from Mr. Head. 

“ On hearing the landdrost’s inquiry read in the 
Colonial Olliee, and afterwards reading it over at niy 
own de.sk, I was vm y imu h shocked at an ajiparent 
attempt, on tlie jrart of Mr. Head, to lessen the (|uau- 
tity of powder lie had given to Klaas, and at the oppo- 
sition of testimony which a[)peared to be lietween them; 
for it is iinpoisible fin- any one to read the deelaration 
of Mr. Kitchinginan, in which he states the quantity to 
be four shots, and ti.i read the n'ha-c and the u'iud of 
the l.inddrost, whieh iinmediatelv follows, with Klaas's 
answer, and not feel pcrsuadt'd that it was the intention 
of tlx!! landdrost it should be believed that the two 


cimunstanc es of the four shots and the pound of powder 
wert* connected ; and not to feel, at the same time, that 
Kitehingnuui and Head must sutler in their reputation 
by file e^ idenee of Klaas Klaas, who apiieare to have 
swelled the four shots of Mr. Kitchiiigmau into a 


|M)Ulld. 


Notwithstaudiug what is added about the 


oxen and the Hricpias, which was evidently never in- 
tended to be noticed, I never ft»r a moment dreamed 


buKjJiat the four .shots and the pound of powder re- 
same thing, till 1 received Mr. Kitching- 
dated ddd .Inly, when I was certainly not 


a iitllittiiurprised to find that this pound of powder, so 
artfully c<iimcc|cd with the fiuir shots, wa.s given to» 
K!aa.s Klaas abate sir years ago ! The landdro.st ap- 
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pears to have felt that this subject would not bear 
haiulling, and our attention is suddenly called from the 
powder to the hair of a ^rysbock, which we are left 
to infer, from the way in which it is brought in, was 
shot with part of this pound of powder. Enough has 
])('en said on the subject of this extraordinary inquiry. 
I'Vom tliis sample, !)is Excellency will sec what credit 
is to be attached to Cohmel Cuylcr’s complaints against 
the Hottentots, and to the reasons he has employed to 
justify his conduct towards them. 

“ The shooting of buftaloes does not appear to be 
prohibited in the pro( laination of the 23(1 March ; and 
th|L Hottentots ch'clare that the game, which occupied 
^■attention of the lan<ldro>t in thi^ iiajuiry, was killed 
the publication of tlie j)ro( lamation. The only'part 
flHiie abo\e proclamation in which the landdrost can be 
iBstilied in taking the gnn'> from the Hottentots on this 
'^(•asion, is article ItHh ; and it docs not appear, when 
their guns wen' st'i/cd, that tlu'v had either powder or 
lead of any dt'srription about them. 

It is also oh\ious (o n'lnark, in the communication 
forwarded to government by Colonel Cuyler, purporting 
to be a bomt fuk statement of evidence declared before 
him, in his eaj)aeity of magistrate, that Init one ques- 
tion is mentioned as ha\ing been put to Mr. Kitehing- 
man, and answered by him. it will, perhaps, occasion 
not a little surprise, Uhen his Excellency is made ac- 
quainted with the fact, that other questions w('ix' put 
to Mr. Kitihiiigman, which we do not find in the 
proceedings forwarded to gin ernment. In proof of 
this a.ssertion, it is only necessary to rt'fer to the fol- 
htwing quotation from Mr. Kitchingman's letter, dated 
^2d duly: — ‘ 1 am sur[)ri.sed to perceive,’ he says, 
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(referring' to the Inquiry, a cqiy of which was forwarded 
to him,) ‘ that nothing is mentioned respecting the ques- 
tions proposed to me when culled to a[)pear in court, 
except alwut the gunpowder. I cumKjt lielp inquiring 
whether, under tluNe eircumstance.s, I am not justified 
in considering- the account of this inquiry sent to (he 
Colonial Otlice as a yarhlcd statement I’ 

*' Here I need scuri*ely remark, to those acq»aiiif(>fl 
with the laws of evidence, that if a magistrate have the 
means of furnishing garbled .statenuMits of the inquiries 
held before him, he has the |)ower of representing the 
character and conduct t)f the persons examined by him in 
any light that suits his purposes, if Colonel Cuy%’s 
conduct a[)pears to yen, on this (tcf’asi<»n, in the s&g 
light in which it apj)eai-s to me, you will not onlvSIfc 
bis conduct, as if rc-ijn'ct-. the powder, as ijiuuisisf^ 
with the dignity and purity of a magistrate, but al^ 
a.s an atternjit to im[)osc iqxai the colonial govern- 
ment. 

‘‘ So long as I Of enpv the ^tation I fill, I lir)pe I shall 
ever inculcate upf»/i tin' Hottentots obedit'uce to all 
lawful authority, and to e\erv colonial regulation; but 
I should Im’ unfaithful to the trust commithHl to me, 
and to th«* duties I owe to (iod. were 1 to do less tivan 
I now- do in the ca--e of Colotu'! Cnrier, W hile his 
Excellency fwls it his duty to snppoi-t every magistrate 
in the excrcis*e of his dutv, I urn coininced that he will 
feel, also, that he has a dutv of no h'ss impoHance to 
discharge, when magistrates become the oppressors nf 
a jieople wdiom it i.s them duty to pn)tect." 

Tn pnrsuanc(* (»f our present di'sign, we shall here * 
introduce another s[Kxinien of hostility aimed against 
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the very existence of our principal missionary establish- 
ment in South Africa. 

In 1823 the missionaries and the Hottentots at 
Bethelsdorp were hig-hly gratified by the visit of his 
Majesty’s Commis.'jioners of Inquiry to that station. This 
event had been long looked forward to as one likely to 
produce a new era in the histoi-y of the Hottentots, and 
it is to be hoped that our expectations will not be dis- 
appointed by the ultimate results. The open and ge- 
nerous maimer in which they declared the satisfaction 
\their inquiries into the state of the Hottentots, at this 
missionary station, had afl'ordetl them, will be long re- 
membered by the missionaries, the peojde themselves, 
and the strangei-s present on this interesting occasion, 
and did as much (redit to the Commissioners them- 
selves as it did to the labours (d the missionaries. 
During the previous intercourse I had had with his 
Majesty’s coininis''i<iners, while on their journey into 
the interior, among other things suggested tor the 
improvement (tf the country, was the formation of se- 
veral new rnissiotiary stations in different parts. In 
proposing a number (d institutions scattered over the 
country, in prefi'rence to a few very large ones si- 
tnated at remote distances fnmi each other, I had 
the comfort of the colonists at pn'sent at a great 
distance from the missionary stations in view*, and 
for that reason I thought I had a right to calcu- 

* As an nnrtnnbied example of the prevalence of similar senti- 
ments tliroiifi'iioul, the colony, I may novice, tiiat when the estate of 
the late Lieut.-Colonel Fraser was advertised tor sale, in the Cape 
f Cazette, by his prt&ipal executor. Colonel Cuyler, its vicinity to tlie 
missionary station of Theojiolis was staled as one of the peculiar 
advantages of the place. 
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late tjpoR tlie concurrence of the colonial government 
to aid us in carrying such a measure into eflcit. 
From the attempts which lead l)een iiuide to prejudice 
the minds of tl»e ( (Mninissioners acainsl our missions, 
before their departure from Cape 'ruwn, and from tlie 
natun* of their conunissioii itsedf, I liad uo room to 
expect that they would speak, decidedly upon the im- 
portant points submitted to tlieir consideration, till they 
shotild have lini.shed their iiujiiirii's at our missionary 
stations: and the foliowinn' letter, additjascd to Mr. 
KitchiiiLnmu), after their visit to llelhelsdorp, shows 
tliaf ihev had tiut (hen lust the favourable impre siini,, 
made upon tlieir minds on that oetasiuii, nor !orf>fttten 
the suiiiiestions to \\liieh they had previously listened 
respet tinir the future (oineniein y of the farmers, and 
the improvement of the Hottentots. 


“ Dear .Sir, 

“ As we an* vm’v desirous of knowiufj;' whether 
any aurfinentation of hmd can be made witli ailvantafre, 
to the jiortion now occupii'd Iia the institution of Be- 
theisdeu’j). more e.'pecially as \\v anti' ipate a conskiei- 
abie aucrmeiitutioii of tiieir miinliers when the piesent 
rc-strii tions on (heir adniissuni are removed, we shall 
be verv t^lad to reeei\e from von any information tv- 
spectins* confi'^uons and vacant allotnnmts, that you or 
tlte ilotteulots may think desirabha I am induced to 
make this sujrtjte.st ion tnon* frotn a wish to eornpletc the 
accommodation ol tin’ pnvscnt members, and to improve 
their condition l>y the accession of i^ood or convenient 
piece.li tvf land, than b) advise the aecnmulation ol g’rcaU 
numb^ of Hottentots on (he same spob agreeing, in’ 
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I do, with Dr. Philip, tliat, "‘cneraliy, it will lie found 
to be more advantaoeoiis to multiply the number of 
institutions in the country, than to multiply the number 
of Hottentots in eacli j)Iace- 

1 beg to otfer, &c. 

(Hi^ncd) ‘^J. T. BiGGE.” 

“ The Rn\ James Kilchingniaii." 

In consequence of this oomrnnnication 1 visited, in com- 
pany with the missionaries residing at Bethelsdorp, two 
piec^os of unoccupied land, which were pointed out to 
us by our Hottentot guides, and iiaving’ satisfied myself 
that they were at tiie disposal of government, and that 
the situations wcie favourable for all the purposes con- 
templated in the j)lan whii h had bdeb approved by his 
Majesty’s coMimissioners, a memorial upon the subject, 
signed by Mr. Kitchingman, the head missionary at 
Bethelsdorp, was addressed to his Excellency the 
goveriKU'. In addition to the two j)laces intended for 
small institutions, the praver of the memorial embraced 
some gromids not included in the diagram of Bethels- 
dorp, lying between the lands of the institution and 
some of the neighbouring farms, and which had been 
ahvay's considered as belonging to the institution, 
though not within the original diagram. The reason 
given for requesting a right to the small portions of 
land in question, was the injury which the institution 
would sustain shotdd they, on any future occasion, be 
separated from it. d'iie first nolh'c taken of this me- 
morial by his Excellency the governor was in a letter 
from Lieut. -Colonel Cuvier, dated dGth April, 18-21, 
•recjuesting particular inlormalton respecting the two 
separate phdces, and the lauds comic'cted with Bethels- 
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dorp, craved in the rocmoriul. iSothiiig further was 
beard of the applicatiou till the '21st May, when Mr. 
Kitcliingniau received a letter from the colonial oflice, 
intimating- that the two unoctjupied places requested in 
the memorial could not be granted ; and on tlie 9th of 
June Mr. Kitchiugman reeeivetl another letter, inform- 
ing him that Ih'thelsdorp was to be de}>rived of all the 
lands cumiected with the missionary institution not in- 
cluded in the diagram, and that they were to be given 
to the neighbouring farmera. 

Stiviug nothing of the character of his lordship’s de- 
cision hi this case, in ralation to the interesting pojm- 
lation at Ihnhelsdorp, and the (u)Mtempt it showed (jf 
public opinion, '^; the want of courtesy (to say the least 
of itj v\hich it m^hll^jrted to his Maj<'sty’s Commissioners 
of Imptiry. it carried in it such an air of deliaiue to 
the Hntisli government, hy the manner in wliich the re- 
corninendatiuns of his Majestv’s comiiiissioncrs were, 
in this ifistance, treated, tliat I llatteretl myself, when 
his lordshiji came to retleel eoi*lly ujion the matter, he 
wiHilil bo sorry hir what he had done; ami for that 
reason 1 resolve«l, before I took anv other step, to try 
what etfcet time and exposltdation would have upon 
his mind. Had 1 w ished to take advantage of his lord- 
ship, I would have instantly appealed to Earl Batlmrst, 
heeiiusethe letter of his Majesty's Commissioners ol the 
1st of January was in my possession, I knew in what 
light the subject would be v if.wved in the <-olonial (»lli<‘e 
in jjowning-street ; but as I had !io unfrieiidlv feelings 
tow'ards his lordshiji, I wisluMi to give him an oppoi’* 
trinity of retracing lu.s steps, should he feel so inclined ; 
ahi^|]r|der the intimmee of tlsat jirinciple, instantly on* 
receiving the communication in question, I waited on 
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the gentleman wlio was then one of his Excellency's 
eh let’ advisers, and 1 I’ouud him preparing to aecom' 
pany his Excellency next day on. a shooting excursion. 
I had hoped that a rectaisideration of the subject, 
during his Excel]ent:v’s retirement in the country, par- 
ticularly as his temporary residence was to be in the 
neighbourhood of the Moravian missionary station of 
Groene Kloof, wlieie he might every day have the poor 
Hottentots belonging to that institution under his eye ; 
together with the indnence of his adviser, who pro- 
fessed to me to see the subject in the same light that 
I (lid, and who, it apjjeared, had not been consulted in 
the meiisuro now depreeuted, would operate a change 
upon his lordship's mind in favour, joi the Hottentots 
at Bethelsdorp ; but that nolhiiig^ll^iight be omitted on 
my part to gain an obj('et so desirable, I wrote a letter 
to bis lordship on the subject, which will be found in 
die Appendix. 

Alter waiting liftecn days without having received 
any answf'r to the above letter, 1 drew up a memorial 
to Earl Bathurst, which was submitted to his lordship, 
accompanied with all the dociiinents required to esta- 
blish the superior claims of the institution to the lands 
pi-dyed for in the memorial, and to furnish his lordship 
Avith the means'of (clearly comprehending the case. 

After the matter had proceeded so far, the results 
could not for a moment remain doubtful. In the cora- 
numieutions of his Majesty’s principal secretary of state 
to the colonial government, it does not ajipear that 
any notict; was taken of the application made for the 
two places on Avhich we proposed beginning two new 
institutions with a view ehieily to relieve Bethelsdorp, 
and to benctit tlic farmers in die immediate neighbour- 



336 


ATTr^MPT TQ COMPEL .Ifp 


hood of the new sbtioiis ; but the orders MOpo poi:ejjn|i. 
tory, that the htiuds attem])ted to he ulicuuted iVum the 
institution should he grunted to it in perpetuity, and 
included witliiii its diugraiu. 

Among other attetu[)t.s lately made, wliieb diseover 
the feelings of the eoloaial government then existing- 
agiiiiKst our mis.>ions, we ( unnot omit noticing one of u 
singular charaeter made iu ib:2o, to compel the inih- 
siouaryat Jk'thel.vlorp to ( ollect the opgaaf tux paid by 
thepeo[de ludoiiging to this iiislitutiuii. Mr. Kiuliing- 
man was at this time called upon to make out “ naiiie- 
lists” of all tlie llotlentols iialde to {)ay this tax; tu 
is.sne uotict's reamring sue h a.s wiae residing unuiug 
the fanners to a^W||^nd pay the same; to collect the; 
tax himself; to appear i)el'ore the ianddrost of I'ltea- 
hage in person, with alt the |)cople ; to bring wiUi him 
those dociinn'iits the Ianddrost deemed necessary; and 
in addition to all (hi'-, he was eatled upon to |Kiy, out of 
his own ptxket, the tax lor ahsmiees and defaulters. 

Mr. Kitcliing-man, in his correspuiidence with llie 
colonial goverunieul. in olcjecting to the plan attempted 
to he forced n[)(m him in this insianee, .stated, tiiat in 
addition to the other huidons of a secular nature which 
had been alreadv imposed npon him, he loidd not a(- 
ford the time that this new oilice woidd recjuire ; that it 
was a .service wbi< h the (ield-eoniets and otlH,*r loeal 
authoritie.s of the district had never Ix'en ( ailed npon 
to perform, they never having been called u])on to col- 
lect the taxes ttf the (oiojiisl.s; that when the boors 
were ahsciii on the day s appointed for them to pay 
their ojygaaf, the inleru.'r magi.strate.s of the district ni 
which tlie aSsentees re.sided vyere not uiutlc rcitponsihlc 
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for their appearance, nor compelled to make np the 
deficiency in the taxes o(;casioned by their absence; 
tfiat he had no magisterial authority to compel the 
attendance of the people, or to oblige them to repay 
to him what he might pay out for them ; that a great 
proportion of the Hottentots belonging to Bethelsdorp 
were in the service of the boors, wicltdy scattered over 
a thinly-peopled country; that circumstances might 
frequently occur to induce tlmir masters to prevent 
their attendance on the day appointed f)n which the 
taxes were to be j)ai(l ; and that if nothitig else inter- 
fered to prevent their attendance, they might be kept 
hack on account of the master not being able to pay 
their wages. , 

In reply, Mr. Kitchingnian recelt|sd an official com- 
munication, dated 2f)th Fv'bruary, 1825, taking no 
notice of his objections, and briefly requiring him to 
attend at the Court-liouse at Uitenhage, on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and 'I'hursday, the 5th, Gtit, and 7th of 
April, from nine o’( lock in the morning, that the local 
jnagistrate might receive from himself, in pei'snn, the 
opgaaf of tlu' jH'oplo conip(»sing tiu' estaldishmcnt at 
Ik'thelsdorp. That Mr. Kilchingman might be under 
no mistake as to the extent of the services reqiiired of 
him, the clause in the latter part of the preceding sen- 
fences, in which it is intimated that the object of his 
being required to appear himself in person, was that 
the landdrost and lu'emraaih'ii might receive fr<>m him- 
self the opgaaf of the people, is furfher explained in 
the following sentenee : — 

I ;un also desired to acquaint you by the land- 
•Irost and heemruaden, that i/oii u'ill not onhf be pre- 
pared, on the days fixed, with the opgaaf, but aho topaif 

VoL. I, 7 
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for the people, which mode will strongly operate against 
all the ilillieiilties exjX'rieiieed at the last opgaaf!” h, 
Mr. Kit< hin^^nuun’s reply to this (orunniiaeatieii, Isj 
Match, he recapitulates s<ime of the ol.jjectiuns uij^i’d 
in the t'onuer part of itis corresputalenay, and ha\iiio- 
apjx‘aled to his Exeelleino’ the Ciuveriior, requests that 
the matter should not l>e hirlher j)fessed till ids Excel. 
leiK v’s decision t»n tlu' Mihjert should he roceixed. 

On the hth of Marth Mr. Kit(diiiignian reccivetl 
another letter on the sti!)je( t from the landdrost, st.itum- 
that, as the governor had yiven no decision on the |)(.iiit 
in (jitestion, his coiiijdiance aith the reijulatioiis previ- 
ously laid down to iiiin was exjiected. 

From the middle of .laauarv down to the. mitldle cl' 
March, durinw the itime this ( orrt'spoiulence was ecinij' 
on, Mr. Kiti'hmcnian and Mr. Kead had been a held 
occupied in preparme- the “ name lists” required iiv the 
landdiosl ; and it iippeai ' from the correspoiuK'ni e be- 
tween tfiem atn! the landdrost on this siiiijcet, a> it the 
sole olijeet had been, in im[)osino this task upon tlieiii, 
to annoy atid we.irv thcan out. No man eotikl have 
been mure vvtiiiue than Mr. Kitchingman had sho'ui 
hint.sc'll to be, to obliL'c’ the j^'overmiitMit and thc-j^local 
authorities in an_\ nay nitliin tin limits ol hi.s jraaer; 
blit the thine required oi him, in this present iustaiio', 
was impractu able ; and should it stdl coiilmue to lx 
pressed iqion him, he had uo alternative lelt lad to rc- 
bigri his .situation. 

This was not like the contest.s deserihed by Ikarna' 

betwc'on the lioorsaud the I lottetitols ; it was a contest 
in which we had iqipo-sed to us the whole power ol <h' 
toloniul oY/vernment ; and had this attempt sticccedec^ 
had tJie inissiojiaryy in addition to the other bin dens 
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irftposcd l)y tlie new re^nlations, been compelled to’ 
])av the tuxes of the 1 iotteiitots, our principal mission- 
arv' station in .South Alricu c(uild have been no longer 
niuintaim’d, and tlie people liinst have again fallen info 
tlu' liands of Ihc local authorities of the district, and 
their condition in that case would have been worse than 
if they had licver enjoyed the privileges of a missionary 
4:111011. “1'here is no tyrannv so crnel, (savs Montes- 
(jtJi(Mi.) as that which is eM'rci''ed under the pretext of 
la#, and unflcrtlie i riloiirof justice ; when wndchesare, 
so to speak, di-owned on the \erv jilank to which they 
had clung for safetv. 

V\ hile tilings weiein tiiis state, and while it appeared 
to !)(’ the intention of the culoiiial gowrnment to push 
Mr. Kifcliingniaii on the only aiternati\'e now left him, 
nanu'ly. Iliat of riwigiung fiis siluation at Ikuhelsdorp,' 
1 wrote to liiin. at lu'^oun reijuest. a letter, giving 
him my opinion on tiie subject, of which the following 
is a copv ; 

Cai'‘< '/'•ioc ink. March, 1825 . 

" Mv Sfii, 

! am sorry to lind, liv a loiter now before me, 
that yon ha\(' iiof vet reciaved an\ written (ouimuni- 
cation iroin Sir if. Id.wket, re^poi ting the affair of the 
opgaaf, and that < 'olonei ('luh'r has demaiufeii of you 
‘ \\'fieth(>r you will tonijiiv with this reipiisition.’ 
laking it lor granted that von have not vet conijilied 
ujlh tlie laiiddriist’s request ; in addition to the reasons 
which you have alroadv urged for declining it, and 
ahich are, in my opinion, perfeetiv satisfuttirv, f beg 
leave to snggi'sj the following-; — 

1st. The object of a missionary is to instract the 

z -> 
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people, aiul to promote llit‘ir morn! ami spiritual < )i(- 
ture ; and it is !iis dutv to atd'ud to whatcu ec has 
a direct or indirect tendency to prcmiott' Un*se (nuls 
The same principle which tnnds a missionary to attend 
to what may promott' the oreaf ohjcct of his laL'nnrs. 
makes it an imjierions dntv upon hiiu to avoid what- 
ever has a eontrarv tendcmo ; and i! ’'(‘Cjinres \,'rv 
little consideration to disi over tliaf the pres(n!t pi !- 
posal is frauu'ht with tiiis oiijeeiionable ieutleiicv. 1 lie 
{MHiple will conn* to tin' mi'-sionarv on tin* da\ (d'pav- 
ment with their excuses ; they wili tel! him that t!ie\ 
cannot f»av tlieir opo-aaf : thev will prohaHh niake oid 
a lono* and a dir-itressnm' ca''e, and tin y wsli 
that tin* nii'sionary shouhi I'lther aih.mce thtcnmiHx as 
a loan, or make an apolo.'jv (or tln'm. lie can do 
neither: and hi* has no! onh the pain arisiiio- from ilie 
neeessit} he is mider to denv this i'erpie't, l.ait he is 
obhoed to fiu'n informer aa.mi't them, ami to send a 
list of their names t" Uio i.mdiimst. To -ujjpose that 
sneh occ nrrenee'- imve not a tendemx to defeat the 
end of a mis-'iniiarv s !al)oi(rs, hv iujiirine- his character 
in tlte (‘-tiftmtion of the p. ojih*. i- to contradict nni\er- 
sal expenem and to l,feira\ an entin* ipaiorance "t 
human natui'c. d"\oi\ inn- s(ie!i coucerns ifilo the 

hands of a missionaix. la* heconn* - a kind ol p.ditiral 
agent : ho is vimv(>d ,»t first with snsp»i'*iftii, iuid lie 
may nltimatt*Iv he considered as a too! of e-ovt'inmenti 
and an instrument of oppression. 'Ihe o-ovenmieiii 
rrmsl have (*xcise-fnen and tax-oaflu’rers : h.nt we kiioh 
that, ev(*tt atiifmg tine most cniioht<'n*’d nations, tin'ce 
is a certain odinrn allachctl tr* sneh prolessioits, which ^ 
no wise govt'rnmt'nt wfUild choose to ha\'e attached to 
the tharacter of its pnldic and authorized teaehers. 



MISSIONARIES TO COU.ECT TAXES. 


341 


We know lunv unpopular tlie olergy in Ireland are on 
a( count of the means they are often obliged to use in 
collecting their own tithes ; and to de.stroy entirely 
their intluence, it; Moukl be necessary only to make 
each clergyman colled, in addition to his own tithes, 
tiu! g(tvenunenl taxes of his parish. 

;^nd. 'i'hat, however the matter may be exjdained in 
the eommeneemeiit, we kmov that in every concern of 
this natiiie a certain degree of responsibility is in- 
volved ; and if the pradiee were once established, that 
lesponsibiiiiv would be certainly increjising, and would 
ultimati'ly invohe the misdonary in every complain^ 
and lead to distressing < <)Mse(|Uences, both with the 
local autlioritii's and the pev-ple. 

“ ;ird. 'I'he secular business already imposed upon 
the missionaries at llethelsdorp Ini'- long been felt as an 
intolerable !)unleii ; and it ecriainly would nut be advis- 
able for the mi^sionarv at that instiuition to take upon 
hiinsell' any additional buixlens at the moment when 
we are calling' for relief iVi.nn op])r('ssiuns of a .similar 
nature, under whidi the institution is now groaning. 

llh. If you take U|iun unirselftlus additional bur- 
den, it may i)e pleadi'd as a precedent to justify the 
same measure at other institutions ; and if vou or your 
successor sliould afterwards find it necessary to discon- 
tiniK' this service, llial disKintinuanee may be urged as 
matter of complaint against von, 

“ dth. Oil this plan, which constitutes the missionary 
the collector of the opgaaf, the usual prodtu:e of this 
tax will not be lot thcoiuiiig. This tax presses with 
an enormous and unecjual weight upon manv of the 
•Hottentots. At .some luissiouarv institutions in this 
c(>lony, and in most easc.s when the jreiiple among tlie 
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fwmers are obfiired to pay thin fax, it amounts to 
fourth and onodhiitl of their wages, dniing' the whrjie 
year. In mo^t (‘ases, vUierethe (iisproportion between 
the pri('e of labour and the taxes is oj great, it nuist 
srjueezed out of' the bv the t(Tror of -yi 

af^peararue at flu* dro>ldy behav dio hinddrost ; fair 
the sul)stitution of the rnis>ionar\ in plae(‘ oi' {lu^ hung 
drost would liave (julif* a difloreiU The honi^ 

that a full '^tatrinent <»r tho-e eMe\an(^v‘s woiiid work 
Ujvon the faeiine*'" ef t!u‘ ini-sit^uaio , so as to infhirf' 

him to advanr^‘ the !n:»uev m juired, or t'o aj>oiuei/i' }ar 
th^>se wd]o ruav bo wiihtait ifit* means to pav, nniild 
(!e:^trov the sinf^ws ex^alfoio and perhaps had! die 

aUionut itf ih(' p^^du(■(^ ol iho tax, 

** brie U !■> li‘e del'. mI' - iauddloM, to eoiiert Ihe 
t:t\(^'^ in hi-' nwu bivfrr f, oi (>;. oyiplo thM>o that :ev 
paid feu’ ib t(‘okj i\ . lie* h;r;d aulhorilit'^ an* oarj 
ftv o'o\'or?ni)iae }<>r litrir ^-ervec'-. din* )nis>ic>n,srl,s 
at t Sot hoNriorj) iiax o ;dwc5v-^ ieel unu‘o ^(‘f jjiar uoik le 
(h» jor oo\ ornna*!!f than. aii\ iieid-rra’fH'i in the* defriet 
ba< U[eM{ iil- fuueU. ;eni l!n \ hoo* Ho\er laid an\ \<'~ 
nunu-rataoj for their ir-ul.h*. d he a < ‘''tuneui iro 
re** rnort* rhdut up'-ai onio iha?', u h;is upon \eiir 

j>roj)erfv : and it ha-s o,m in-ao naht to (onueau i 
to eedli’et the epea^j' Ir-ao tlie Molfontot- liam it im 
fo f'ortuf] Old the Ho\a \h*\, Sfuitlo the ( )ut/ !? redoraai 
ntiui>t(’r of 1 (fenjja^^v, ft? oolloot the r>pga:d iroie liu* 
farmers and otSier ooheie-f>. 

'‘ 7th, and d I hoo are otlna' rt'ascais, VNlieli 

vveiuh as rnuefi aatJi rue in the pri'Kait pin'stiofi a> 
an? ed* those a!ro<idv nnaU toned, d he |?raeti('(% d h 
is oiH*e suhnuttfMi to, ndi tint latnkirost willi* 

the means, of annoying' the tju>sionarv to a degt^‘^‘ 
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beyond ail Christian endurance. From the spirit Co- 
lonel Cuvier has inariilested bnvards Bethelsdorp, I 
am stronjrly inclined to suspect that that weighed more 
with him, on urging the measure, than the trouble he 
would save to himself bv liaving it carried into execu- 
tion. If there is any doulit with any one on this 
point, that doubt will l)e removed, by looking over the 
eorrespondouce between the landdrost and the mission- 
aries. in the wood case, the game case, the ca.se of 
William lirnintjes, and particnlarlv in the manner in 
which he i)as been in the habit of annoying the mis- 
sionaries respeeling the passes demanded tor the Ilot- 
teuUds, it will l)e seen what a mischievous instrument 
this pow('r might be in llie hands of such a man as 
Colonel ( iiyh')-. 

“ I am, t^vc. 

“ John Philip.” 

As the period fixed for paying the opgaaf was now 
drawing lunir, and there was no time to lose in the 
biisitn'ss, when the abo\c cominuiiii alioii was made to 
Mr. Kitehingimm, copies of it were addressed to the 
r'olonial government in Cape 'lowii, and to Colonel 
C'livhn'. 

d'he eorrespondenee had hitherto been carried on 
between Mr. Kitcliimjinan and the government, but 1 
!\ad now Ijt'eome a j)artv in the business, ami shortly 
after I had notin' sent me by the government, request- 
ing my aftendam e at the colonial-otliie. '1 he subject 
was now vi('wed b\ the colonial government in a dif- 
fcient light from \ihat it liad btvn : the idea of euni- 
* peiling Mr. Kitehitiginan to eolleet the opgaaf, and of 
making him resptmsilrlc for the t.ix, was now abuu- 
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(kmed ; and tins formidable attempt, wliich tijrt^ateiied 
the ruin (>r our missions, was now softened down to a 
request that 1 would solicit Mr. Kiteliinfjman, in (om. 
pliamx* with the wisliesof the ^OTornment, to continue, 
as lie had beg-un, to collect the tax for Jthe current year. 
To this projwsition 1 a^adily cimsentod, on the following 
eonditiofrs -That it should be '■onsid<‘red cntirelv us 
a vxjhmtaiT thin^ on the part of the mis.sionarv ; that 
his collectinaf the tax for this year was not to be pleaded 
as a precedent in future to compel him, or any other 
of our missionaries, to collect the o[)^uar, and that he 
vva.s not to h(‘ annu\ed bv the landdrost while on'ra'o-d 
in the performam e of this service. 
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lulvrest of the Colonial Functionaries in the OppreBsiou of the 
Aborignics. — Colonel Requisitions for HoUeatot Ser- 

vants. — Reasons as^^iirned h) him for refubing' liotterUots Rer- 
niibsion to join the Mission, irv Institutions. — Occasion in \Uuch 
this Assumption ofAmhoiU) oiipndted.— Appeal of Air. Read 
to Sir John Cradotk — Ca--o of Hottentots ordeud fiom Beihels- 
doip to labour on the S()iuer‘.et Farm. --C'a^e of Hottentots 
phiced under ('ontract ])\ the Landdnist of that District. — Fruit- 
les^ remonstrances to tlu’ Colonial (.io\ernm.'nt. — S\steni of the 
Romans in the Administration of their coaquerrMl Provinces, and 
of the Dut -h in former davs, c omparcd Avith tlial of En<rland. 


l\ the precedino’ paops of thi^^ volume^ \vc laid before 
our n'adecs a luno' li>t of euormoiLs op])re^sions^ under 
>Nhieli the nati^es of South Afrit'd l)a\c been ^roaniiuy 
for n)any unii'N, aiul nt'are now called ujkiu, in the way 
of e.vj)laiiati(U), to another paiiiful part of oiir duty^ which 
is, to bhow the pers(»nal init'rest those that should 
afford them protedion ha\e in ('ndeavourino- to per- 
petuate their iniH'iablc bondage and pre\ent their ini- 
proxement. 

It has been remarked by Lord Iku'on, that religion, 
judico, eouusel, and treasure, are the jtillars of goxern- 
ment; and we max add, that the fall of one of these 
pillars is generallx accompanied bv the subxoiNion of 
the whole. There can be no religion xxhei'e justice 
is wanting, and wealth can iiexer accumulate in the 
• treasury of a nation, or in the cottages of the jioor, 
'''hen counsel and talent are einj)lo)ed in building up 
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privato f(>r((itio.s at the expense ef fht? pul>lic, It 
iM'en jusllv remarked. “ Wlien men are in the posstv 
skni of uncentnilled and tuidernied jiuwer, they eaiiiuit 
fail, like other men, to have a oreati-r rare for nhal is 
advaiitao-eons to themselves, than vvliat.is adviuitaijasiiis 
to otlier men. 41u‘y piirsfu*. then'fonN their own ad- 
vantage in prefl’renee to that of the rest of fh<‘ eniti- 
mimitv. That is (.'iioueh ; where thon* is nutliino- 
eheek thal propensih, all the e\ its ot mtso-overnmi'm, 
that is. in one word, alt the vvor-t evils hv wiiidi 
human nature is eursed, are the iiievitalile ((inso- 
ijnem e 

A sliu-lit atientioii iH'stowed on the norsonine'cisi- 
tained m the alsivi' ijiiotatioji, will show that it is tial 
more sound in its |)niH ip!es than il is ajipheahle to the 
j'lreseiit condition of' the nativ e-^ of .S; .iitli Africa. 

ft has Iseen - hown that llm lloitentols are entireh at, 
t}'»e liisjKi-.d t,il the htcal authorities ot liie eonntrv, and 
the lidlouiU'/ ' rises will siiliirit'iitlv aceoiint for tiie oje 
jHisjUcii we have had to encfnintcr. ui our attempts tri 
disciiaroe our duty to tiiaf oppressi'd peojdie and wiil at 
the satui’ time denif ‘n-l rate f heir hopele'S condition, hik* 
ilte pctwcr now evet’i jscd over tlieir persons, and tann- 
lies, and labour, is aiiowaai to rmnain. 

4'he laiideii p.iop! ictots <,i South .Africa, heiiii;' 
i'.thlio'ed to keep tiuar oj-ounds in their own hands, ana 
not fieinp Jihle to lot tficm on leases as in f'nrope, llieir 
yahte to them innsf depmd upon the prici' id lahein, 
and the nninher of hands thev can command: and tf 
obvious, whde filing's remain in this state, vvliile tlu* 
rnagisirates an' under sueh sfiiino Imiiptations to "p- 

" Uriciniiica, Sujtplf'infij!, vat. “On it'f 

vA Uic Press, ” jjagf' 
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press the people? by enslaving^ them, and keeping- down 
the price of labour, the lattiT have nothing- to look for 
witlioiit the interfertMico of the British g-overnnieat, but 
an increase of stitlerirfg’. 

On the 12th October, Ib’^O, Mr. Barker, tlien at the 
head of the Mi'-sionarv Institution ol' Bethelsdorp, re- 
ceived a letter from (Jolond C'lo ler, reijnesting him to 
send him siv or eight abie bodied men, to work at his 
farm of Doom kraal *. Owing to the state of the insti- 
tution, almost all the men Ijclongiag to it being -already 
employed in public work, (»r ('ugaged in other kind of 
service, the missionarv c(mld not send iiim the number 
lie re(|uired. On tlu* I'.tih ol the same month the land- 
drost addressed another letter to the missionary on the 
saiiu; subji'ct, stating', in lluMvav of eomplaint, that two 
Mottentols hail appeared Ixd'orchim, to hire to a farmer 
of the name of Bolha, and that, on asking tliem whether 
he (the missionarv ) iiad re(|tieste(l them to servii him (the 
landdrost). th('\ replied, that he had not. In this letter 
the landdrost adds, 1 am much in want of a few men, 
and oiler to jiav llu'm more wage’s than the-e peoyile hire 
for ; 1 must.tlicreiori*. once more re|H'at mv reque.st in the 
same way i diil beinre.” i)ii the part of Mr. Barker, 
there was every dispositiun to serve tlii' lauddrost, in 
this, e.s in every othi‘r instanee : but, in the exhausted 
st.Ue ill which the iustitutiou then was. it was impos- 
silile, unless the landdrost had sent an order to jiress 
the men hi* wanted, as was usual when lliev were de-,. 
maiuled for w hat was (-ailed government work, a thing 
he was not w illittg to do, on the present oecashm. 

1‘^tMD tlir vc'a;- l.'Uif) io tiu’ \a.n' ('I'lidtrl (7 d\ici% the 

landdrost of' \ itt idtaii’e, ultloiiunl srvoo of UukN from the 

^ tdoniul g'Dventmcnt, nxl ending lo dddMii acres. To this we may 
Btld acres oluuiaetl by |mrc]iasc or Itarlcr. 
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On tlw? (jfli of November, Mr, Barker bad an a[)pli. 
caii(m ln>rn u Hottentot, not la'lniiging' lu tjie itiHihu. 
tion, for permission to join it, whieb, juxording to tiiy 
eustOMi ubifb bad bet'ii estaf>lislied for some Jtreeeiiiiitr 
voirrs, he r-eferred to tin; landdrost for hi.s appi'oval. 
'I'o this reterente Mr. Ibuker raeived tlie ti>l(o\\itif<- 
rcplv : — ‘'Sir, yon mu^f exeitse inv L’lvini;' any inom 
Hoffentots permis'.ion to join yunr instiUition iH-fore 
1 find tlio-e yon !i;ne aircady tan be made iDorc 
imif'ul io t/jr cnmrmniih/." 

Mr. Jkuker, sliortiy aiier ibis period, renaned to 
'I’heopolis, and uas sueieeded l»v Mi. kitchiiieiuati. 
'Fo a writfesi iipplieation IVoin Kilciunoutan, I'cbrnarv 
•il, IS'M, jiraMiie' that the fjearer of it (iinolher Hot- 
tentot ) rniyht f>e permitted to join the institution, tlic 
fofbnvino- ai)>«er ^vil.s retniiu'd bv the l.inddrost, written 
npon tfie I>aek ot his pass. “ Fltis lluitentut, jiaitied 
in the urifleii paper, n-ust find ,j ma-1«'r witiiiii tiin;(' 
days, or eke l iane to tite fandifrost to birt'." Vet tjie 
Hoftentol for wlitun tin* appiication was made hail !iis 
(jisehartfC with him, .statin^' that !n- b;id lii.niesth :uk 1 
faillifnlh served in the Cape tveiiin'ist, froni ^til .Inly, 
ISttT, to "st !ih SepteinlMT. I'-d i ; am! that his xTviee lat- 
int*" no longer retjuired, he v^as hoitouraldv disehaieed. 
dV) another ;tp[)iieiilion of a sitniiar nature, on the 
Kehnmrv, lite landdrost replieii in a letter dated 
‘i3d February, referrtie/ .Mr. Kitehinotuaii to jii- note 
;j.to Mr, ibirker. of 7tli November, Ib’dh in whiih lie 
0 X(*tisi*d hiins<'if for not uixin^’ more Hottentots ]ier- 
mission to join the institution till be slioiihl (iiid “that 
they ciifi b(' tna<ie{nore u u ful In tlie c/.>i)iinuiuli/. 

It ha.s lieen jiistly remarked llrat by far ilu- givafer* 
portion of injuries indicted by Inunan bcing:> on dieii 
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fnisiM-.ible fellou'-niortiils li.-ive teon eomraitted on ae- 
cfnitit of property. I’tie rasos here I'elafed, with others 
under considerution, Huniffteiitiy show that them are 
IK) other limits to the eneroachment of power, when 
that})ower, stimulated by interest, can be exercised with 
impunity, than despotism, on the one hand, and the most 
abject .slavery on the other. The rise of our missionary 
institulions lias already been tlcscribed, and the man- 
ner iti which the people at them acejnired their privi- 
lege's has becji poiiit('d out, so as to .snj)ersede the ne- 
eessitv of anv finther details on this subject here. By 
the privileo-f' enjoyed Isy the institutions of Bclhelsdorp 
and 'Theoi)o!is, of admittiiio- such lloltentcds as were 
not under contracts, in the first instance the nuigls- 
tratc.s lost liO ])atronae-e ; but when the proclamatioiiiS 
of IbOU and 1-sio placed the Hottentots and their fa- 
milies not at the niissionai'v institutions eutijely at their 
disposal, they were, Irom that moment, jdaced in cir- 
cnmstajices of stronsf temptation to ojiposo the ctforts 
of the missioiuuics, and to prevent the people from 
joinino- the institutions. Some attempts to deprive the 
institutions of the jiower of receiviuji' Hottentots not 
in servii'C, witlimit the jicrmission of the landdrost, ap- 
])ear to ha\(' Ixien made (inriii”’ the life-time of Dr. 

\ andi'i kemp, whirl) wmx' afterwards abandoned in con- 
■seqnenceof the strong' representations made by him; but 
he had been dead a few Jiiontlis only when hi.s snc(X)SSOr 
at Hethelsdoi'i) received the prohibition contained iu^ 
the precedi)i!»- paoes, (hat he was to iecei\e no more 
Hottentots into the institution without tiie lauddrost’s 
written permission. 'I’he circumstaiK-e.s whicli led to 
’this assumption of power, and the manner iji which 
it was confirmed by the colonial government, entitle it 
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to {‘articuhir notice in this ptuue, as will lie fomul 
the loiiovviiio- letters on the subject, addressed by Mi- 
Head to his Excelleiu V vSir John (..'radtH k. 


“ IJilhtUd-jrp, 'itkJuUj, lsl2, 

S^ir, 

Your ExcelleiK-y’s kind jtnnniscs lo^vards this 
institution, - it beitio- your full detenninaiiun to put a 
stop to a!! oj)pre>sion in this patt of !ii> Majolv'N do- 
Tuinious, — and v-air rcadinc'-s to n-iv(' redress to thus,; 
wh" ha^ e tlie happiuo'-s to be phecd under ynur his, eh 
len< v‘s o-()\ erniiic'nt, eneourao'e me to address iny'-rffto 


voi! on tlie pre--i-nt o.r. d'he inijio'.itiuii'. ii!ipt(..,-d 
upon the 1 loiunitot- !ia\ e been ifieat and main . and noni- 
nioro vi-'ilde of !Uon,‘ -hanierid than that whirii 
ri-'C to the ju'i'-eiit coniphiii;! , and aeairn! vduih 1 
doubt ti 't \ our E\' .'Hem \ will be n'adis to >hou ai hor- 
rem e aerl di'-dain. I rert i\,'d on the dd Juhy a iieie 
fro'u ^^lior ( 'uy ler. vliio, tiiio tliat if the two I iotteutni--, 
ti’.e iiarne.. of whom the e,.rnet would --how ou a piipcr, 
W('re at !5et!tebi.h p, 1 wa^- to direct them to >er\e 
out tlioir t irne. M’iie jiapt-r alluded lo w.i> a dei lai atioii 
from fh'- Sof retarv that, in the \i ir l''0-'>ijwo Ikisia.ud 
<hi!dr* n named tovefan 1 \nna, h. id been etin'ei-h-oal 
bv O. Ke-ruji and \\ . .M'deinan, In erder o| tlie lornier 
landdro'.t ; tile iii -t jir! a- boinn,' at that time Ii\e years 
of aife, the latter fiur, both to sr-iwe til! the a;n' '*1 
eia-hfi'Cn \ > :us‘“ . d'fu -o,' tw . prison- I received mio ilio 
''^in'-tilntinn on the Tth \pril, eu their dedaraiion lli.d 
tltcv had no lawful eueayrement with any inhabitant. 
} pereeiv f'd iinniediately that the ehum now nuulevva.'.u 


* Ttsis Wise ha>i iictai taii-tty iit jaww- ISl, wlicrr itic a 

salt uf Mr. tlcad s iippeal will Ih- tuund stuied. 
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gross imposition, and sent the girls to Major Cuyler with 
a letter, a eopy ol' wliicii I inelo^e to your Lxcelleney, 
and received (»nly in retinii an order forbidding me to 
receive any Holtonfots whaiever into the institution, 
exce[)t thosivalready enregistered, before they had been 
with bin), and received his [)erniission. With respect 
to these ])ersons, one is supjvoscd to be about twenty- 
four Years of age, and the other not nuich less; one 
would have laid to serve six years, and the other seven, 
if it itad not been for iny interference. 

“ My solicitation in particular is wit!) respect to 
Major (aiylei’s orders. 1 believe no other institution 
is laid under such ic'siiictioiis, and I caiimn possibly 
compivhend Ihjw the nnijor eoueeives that by this 
im.'iins such inipositiuiis will Ise prevented. Were it 
})os.sible for uh', upon tlu' slightest ground, to believe 
the iriajor to he a i'rieiid to the iiistilutiou, or to the in- 
struction of (he 1 lolteuto(,>, 1 '■hould be more induced lo 
submit ill sihnu e ; but as many iustauce> have proved 
to the eoulrarv, (>ume of vvhicli your Excellenev could 
see in the depnsitiuii of the late K('v. Dr. Vaaderkemp, 
and in none imue tliau in case K.ts of Ihet Jantjes and 
Sturm Cornet.) 1 feel it luv duty (o inijilore that it 
may please vour Exeeiienev to n'cali the ortier of the 
major, as 1 fear the i'lfet:ts vvculd scon be visilde with 
those poor Hottentots, who vvisli to get religious ia- 
struetiou, 'I'iiat your Exeelh'iug may ite assmed of the 
truth o! what 1 liavc relateil, 1 .send the original of th^ 
major’s orders, ami the [>aj)er aliiuled to, written by 
his secretai'v. With eonlideiice in vour Execlienev’s 
good intent ions, I shall wait. 

‘‘ 1 iiave the honour, (.S:e., 

(.fe/.’oi) ■' J, 

“ Jfk E.rcdleiu'y, Sm Juh.n Cu.^duck.’' 
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The following case is adduced as an additional ilhis. 
tration of this subject ;— 

On the 7th of December, lK-20. the Rev. J. Barker, 
the raksionarv then at the head of the institution^ Itetliels- 
dorp, revived an order from Colonel Cnyler, requiring 
tljatten or twelve men should prtKced without delay to 
the (jovernment Farm ut Somerset, to assist in cutting 
down the harvest. 'Hie distance they had to travel 
wa.s aboijt {tiie hundred imd twcntv miles. No niotiev 
wasa<lvauce<i tit them to jtrepare Ihcm fi>r their joiirnev; 
and, to fortify tlu'ir minds jigainsf the apprehettsion of 
starvation, they wen* mereh fold thiit, at thnv dilferctit 
placis? upon the road, provisitais would be found for 
them. 'I’hey were not made at ail acquainted with the 
length itf time dunnir whit h their services would he 
retjuirt'd. No option was allowtsi them to take with 
them their families or their cattle; and no provision 
was made for their ramiiies during their altsmii-e. 'iliev 
rf’i'cived their pav onlv from the dav thev eommciKcd 
work at ^i^>niers(U, riiid no allowance was made to them 
for the time etmsumed iii going or returning, which 
common just ice demanded; nor was there any arrange- 
ment made, In which tinn should olitain food whilst on 
their journev home, 'I hev were not <>ii!v ('mploved in 
getting in the harvest, Imt also were diieetiHl to assist 
ill ereefing the walls of a lionsi', and in preparing ehar- 
coal ; and they received no pmtion vvhatev(*r of their 
4 vagc.s til! the period of their <li-( ha rge^ — nearly, if not 
ftillv, Ihnm months after their arrival, 'llieir wages, 
also, did not exiecd four skillings per diem (ninejieiice 
sti*r!ing) *, and this is not mori’ than the inhabitants of 
Betbclsdorp can obtain, within a fhw miles of their own 
station, for reaping grain ; and have, at the sawe 
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tirao^ sa Bi^cieacy of food found for their femiliet as-well 
as themselves. 

The liate of wages at Somerset was, however, much 
liigher than that by which tlie Hottentots, employed by 
the landdrost at Uiteohage, are paid; the wages l^r 
what is called government work, at the latter pla<»> 
being two skillings (or fouq)eace halfpenny) per day 
only.^ It is a hard case, indeed, that all the burden of 
what is called government work should fall upon the j 
Hottentots ; and that they should, under various pretexts 
of being employed in the service of government, be 
compelled to labour, under otlicial men, for ouedialf, 
often one-fourth only, and, in some cases, for one-sixth 
or eighth of the wages they might receive were they 
treated as tlie other colonists are, and allowed to carry 
their labour to the Ixjst market. < 

The following statement, which relates to a period so 
recent as December i 82 d, lias been communicated to 
me by a gentleman of the liigliest respectability, who 
was in that part of the country when the occurrence 
he relates took place, and who learned the liicts 
from the undoubted authority of some of the lociaJi 
functionaries on the spot. 

The landdrost of Somerset had some time previously 
sent a Hottentot with his waggon, to bring some goods 
for him from another village. Unfortunately for tlie 
Hottentot, there happened to be a small cask of Cape 
brandy among the goods ; and though in other respects 
a useful and faithful servant, he could not resist the 
temptation thus placed within his reach : he tapped the 
barrel, and drank part of the liquor. The theft was 
•eadily discovered, and the euliirit was punished by* 
flogging and imprisonment. Most masters would have 
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been satisiied with this, but not so this worshipful mauls, 
trait'. I le unlv rclea.st‘d the luaii fiwm prison in onk-r to 
place him, ttig-ellier witli liis td/c and J'ainili/, umlrr 
conimd ttt u person in (he viliaue, (such being' the liiuh 
powers with which .such I'unctioiuuies are vested), for a 
[Hu iod three i/enrs, at the ralt* of ten rix-d<)l!aiN (i|f. 
tet'ii .slnllinos sterling) per anmiin ; with tlie hiillicr 
proviso, that no part of this juttaia e of wages should 
go to the Hotteittot or Ins funiilv, but that the whole 
auuamt, fur the thret* years’ siTvitudi', (thirty rix-dul- 
lars in ail,) should be paid over, in advance, bv tlie lu'w 
niasier to himself (the inagistnitc;, in ( ompi'iisation loi 
the bramlv which the Hottentot had drank*'. 

’I'he wages which this same I bateiilot had forstwcial 
year'' rci.ei\ed trom Mr. Hart, belore he ( aine into die 
landdru'-t’s '«er\ u e, and whu ii he conhl still readily 
obtain in tlie district, if hit at liberlv to hire, iiini'dl, 
was liltv ri\-d(diars pi r annioa, a suit of cloiia's, and 
pio\i'ii>iis h«r ins lamdv. !n Albany, aiiv re''jic(t- 
able Hottentot lannh lould, at that tiint', obtain ten 
ri.x-doiiars |K’r mondi, and provisions; many earn inmli 
more. 

'Mils same magislr.ite had, also, managed to gel ovu 
other Hottentot (amdies placed under contrai t to liiiii''''h 
for a term of tito'e years, at the rate oi liiteen rix-doilni's 
JKT annum for e.u l) famdv. Nevertheless, these •-.iiim' 
jwiividiials had ref t'iyed, the preceding^ year, horn M' 
Hart, arid iniglit still readily obtain in the neighi'cne 
lioixl, if left to their free disposal, hOy rix-dollai'' |" i 

• ,\ uj' t'npc liriuul;', (iitUil a half iiurii, and < offlai leo 

nau-lwii gaiions, riea-, Ik* (nin-hased, in any jiarf at the culuii). 
frt.irii iweulv ly thirty rix-dollacs. 
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annum, with provisions and elothinjg^. Such are some 
of the cfl’ects of magisterial influence at the (Jape, as 
exereisetl on the Hottentot race. Such stories have 
been often told of the Dutch boors and functionaries ; 
but the funeti(»nary in question was neither a Dutchman 
nor an African, but a British military officer, and a 
special favourite, at that time, of the colonial government. 

Several of the preceding cases, with many others 
now passed over in silence, were laid befi)re the colonial 
government, in a memorial addressed to Lord Charles 
Somerset in 182:^, to which allusion has already been 
made ; but to such representations no rediess, and, in 
manv instances, even no reply was granted. Every 
rej)resentation which 1 made to the colonial govern- 
ment, t>f the suIVc'i'ing's of the Hottentot |)eople, was 
followed by fia'sh oppressions on the part of the colo- 
nial authorities ; nor have we reason to expect, in the 
])resent state of human nature, that it will be otherwise 
till those authorities shall cease to have any longer an 
interest in enslaving them. 

d'hesi' and iinmeidus cases of the same kind which 
might 1)0 adduced, afford suflicient ]>roof of tlie hard- 
shi])s to which the Hottentots are ('\j)osed, and suf- 
ficientlv account for the hopeless stale of Avretched- 
ness to which they ao' reduced. Had the farmers 
lit'en the only party in the colony interested in keeping 
np this system of oppression, it wouUl have been long 
since mitigated ; but what have the tiatives to look for 
whale tin' jirotectijig j)ower of the colonial government is, 
by its interest, enlisted on thosideof opprc'^sion I Before 
wc take our h'ave of this part of our subj('ct, we shall 
t^'ke tin; lil)erty of introducing a few rt'flections in con- 
nexion with the design of this work. 
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It is evident, from the [nveeding' statements, that no 
j^ermanent amelioration of the condition of the uh(;ri. 
giiies of South Africa is to be expecited from anv le- 
tannmendalion to the local aiitiiorities of the counlrv. 
They have attliis moment a g'reater interest in oppress- 
ing- Uiem than the otlier colonists iiavc ; and justit e uikI 
Immauit) have nothing to expect from the generulitv 
of men, when their interest and their iluty arc found 
taking dilTereut directions. 

It is matter of sur{nise that the wisdom, so slrikini,dv 
evinced by the Jloman statesmen and lawyers, in ilie 
salutary provisions introduced into the s\stem of their 
provincial govermneiits, should have b(*en si» littk 
attended to, by those who have had to legislate for llu- 
British eohmies under the king’s government. While 
the governors <d the pro\inees were arnKnl vidi the 
sword of justice, while thev cotdd intlict corporal pu- 
nishment, and exercise on caj)ital on'cme> tiic ])o\vcr 
of life and death, tliey were not allowed to indulge (in’ 
condemned ertininal with the choice (d'his own mode ut 
execution, or to proiiuuiiec a senteme of the mildest 
and most lioiionrahle kind of exile. 

It has been remarked on this arti< !e, ihattlKMlistiin 
tioii which seems to grant thi‘ huger while it denies the 
sraulier degree of authority, was funiided on a lei v ra- 
tional motive. 'Fhe passions of a provincial inagistnife 
might freipiently provoke him into acts of oppression, 
vvliich affected only the freedom or tlie ibrtnnes ol the 
subject, though, from a jiriiu iplo of in-udeuce, [H rltajis 
of humanity, he might still he terrilied by (he gnih 
shedding innocent blood. It tuav likewise iie considcrcil 
tliat exile, considerable fines, and ehoiee as to the mode* 
of (lying, relate more particularly to tiic rich mi'l 
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noble ; and the persons the most exposed to the ax’^rice 
or resentment of a provincial magistrate, were thus re- 
moved from his obscure persecution to the more august 
tribunal of the pimtorian prefect. 

To prevent a corrupt bias, which might arise from 
having his interest and his duty placed in opposition to 
each other, th(' strictest regulations were established to 
exclude any poison, without the special dispensation of 
llic empt'ror, from the government of the province in 
which he was born* ; and to prevent the governor or his 
son from contracting marriage with a native or an in- 
habitant f , or from purchasing slaves, lands or houses 
within the limits of his jurisdiction 

It was by acting upon such principles as these, that 
tlie Romans extended, and so long preserved, their 
empire ; and it is by acting upon similar principles, that 
England will presene her own greatness, and hand 
down her fame to future ages, 

Tlie Dutch preceded us in the formation of colonies : 
they opened to us the sea; they taught us tlie principles 
of navigation and commerce ; and their flag covered 

* Ut niilli patriai siut admhiistratio sine sp*eciali principis per- 
inissTi permittetur. (Cod. Justinian. 1. i., tit. xli.) This law was 
first enacted by the Emperor Marcus, after the rebellion of Cassius. 
(Dion, L Ixxi.) The same repdatiou is observed in China, with 
equal strictness and with equal etfect. 
t Pandect., 1. wiii., tit. ii., n. 38, 57, 63. 

t In jure continetur, ne quis in admiinstratione constitutus aliquid 
compararet. (Cod. Thcfub, 1. viii. tit. xv,, le^. 1.) This maxim of 
eormnon law was enforced by a series of edicts, (see the remainder 
ot the title,) from ConsUmtine to Justin. From this prohibition, 
which is extemied to tlic meanest oflieers of the governors, they ex- 
ee})t only cUnhes and provisions. The j>urchase within five years may 
hv recovered, aller which, on information, it devolves to the treasury. 
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the ocean, from the eastern slmres of America to the 
coasts of India. Daring- the early ()eri(Kl of liieif iiis- 
torv, they paid particular attention to the inten sts ot 
the ahorig-ines ot their colonii's. 1 heir instriutiotis Uj 
their g-overiun's were tall oi wisdom and Innnainty. “ p 
b md,” savs the Dutch East India Companv, in 
numerous cumnumications to tlie ('ape g-ovennnont, 

“ our objet't to opjire^s or enslave tin' nati\( s, liui tii 
elevate and improve them and their •sincerity in thi'M.> 
declaratiims wa^ then evim e'd hv the rare thi'\ took to 
prevent it ever ht'coinine' the intmot ol gu\ernors. ami 
their civil and military ''er\ant:>, to ac t in oppieilion lo 
thcM.' jtiini ijdt'^. 

Aereeahlv to the Justinian ( ode *, the governor and 
the ci\ il and mihmi v >('r\ ant^ of the( 'onipaiiv \v(>rc pm- 
hihited from holdiue land iiitlie (chtuv : and iheie \ms 
an ev.mutle, in tlu' la>f ccniurv, of a Dutc h e'lOi innr 
beiiie -ti'ippedofa •'teele tarm. at Hotte'idect s Ihdiand, 
and aftcM W.ircb recallc'cl, and Irii ci cm dillereiit charge ", 
the pi'iin ipal o! uhii. h hacl rcdc'icnc (‘ tcc his conciiict to- 
ward" the I lotteiitol". 

While' the' Dutc h goNc-riiment c’\{'rci"c'ci it" po'.ccr t ■ 
promote the- oc'iu'ia! iiiti're"t" cd it> colonial dc’pc'nd' ii- 
cic'", each "f th(i"e dc'peiidc'iicic-". under it" pati-riia! 
rullun', added to tin' wealth of the parent state'; in the 
same maiiin'r tlial the "od icpavs the eullivafor h i the. 
wc-alth he expc'iids tipon its im[)rovemenl. Hut, when 
the lliirst of gain had ahsorhc'd e\c'rv other passion, and 
r'vcfw tldiig canu' t't hc'vaiuc'd ac cording- as it niini"tc'i'd 
to individual rapacity, those vc'iv colonics, whc'inc; "he 

t 

* See (»i'ni>oic's Dfvlific- cnul FnS! of itn' lltaiiaii Liii['n'C'. c<'i- e- 

p.S2. 
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derived her former wealth, ceased to be any longer 
prodiictiviN 

Notliiiig can he; more dissimilar than the practice 
which originated with the Romans, and was copied by 
the Dutch go\crninenl till a late period, and that w hich 
has been followed by the Ihitisli colonial goverinnent 
of the Cape of Good Hope. 
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CHAPTER XVm. 

The Colonial towards the Hottentots extended to all the other 

Free Coloitred Inhabiiants. — Causes which promote or retard Po- 
pulation. — Obsy*tietious to Industry in the Hottentots.— Con. 
5itm[dion of' llrilish (icwds which would result from itnprovinii’ 
their eoiHlilioin — litjurious efFects of the existing' system to the 
welfare of the Cokuiy. — Comparison betvveeu the present coudi- 
lion of'ihe Hutrenlols and that of* the Peasimtry ol Britain In the 

feudal times. — Remark^, of Dr. Adam Smillu- Shoit-oirlK^d 

Ptdicy of the C olonial (iovernnuMU in oppressing the Natives. — 
Rcfnarks oov Sir J. (’rad<fck\ la'Uer to Mr. (’ampheik— (foinpa- 
rison la tween the llottcn(ot< at the Missionary Insiitnlioiis und 
thtjse in the servo */ of the Roor*'. — Letter front Karl Railmrst to 
Lord (k S(?merset.- - Ohscrvatioits mi tht^ Views e,x[)resse(l ia it. 

Ix all my fiittire reasoninffs vipoa the subject now under 
( ()n>ideriili(in, it will be of imj)i)rlun(t’ to our argument 
to keep in remembrance, that all the coloured j»opuiatioii 
of South Africa, under the jurisdiction of the British 
government, inciuding Bushmen, t/atfers, Jteeluianii 
ea[>tives and refugees, and also tiie prize negroes, are 
sidfering under the same ojipressions with the c<tioiiial 
Hotterjtuts. I'liey are regarded in the same light in 
the eye of the law : ihe proclamations of govenirnciit 
which apply to the one apjdy to ail the othei’s; and the 
treatment which they re(eive from th^^local authorities 
of tl»e cTKintrv, and from the eolonists, all respects 
the mme. While this is recollected, in p^ading the 
clause of the Hottentots, we shall feel our fuMievoience ^ 
enlarged by reflecting, that we arc not pleading the cause 
of a tribe only, but of various hordes and tribes ot the 
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nations in Sontli Africa now under the British govern- 
ment, and of all those numerous and interesting tribes 
and nations in that country, that must, in future, from 
the increasing population and extension of the colony, 
fall under its dominion. After the descriptions which 
have l^een given of the present condition of the various 
classes of the natives of South Africa, 1 shall be excused 
if, before closing this volume, I make an appeal to the 
British Government, the British Parliament, and the 
British public, in their behalf. In pursuance of this 
object, we shall first consider their claims to be treated 
as a free peojile, on the grounds of policy ; and this part 
of the subject will, for obvious reasons, supply the 
largest portion for our remarks. 

With respect to an increase of labourers, it scarcely 
requires an argument to jirove that this can only be 
done by furnishing that class of people with the means 
of subsistence, so as to enable them to rear large 
families. 

In tlie present day, it is a general maxim, placed 
beyond controversy, that every jieople do incjx?ase in 
their numbers exactly in proportion to their means of 
subsistence. If they arc amply provided for with the 
necessaries and coin eniences of life, their increase will 
be rapid, and vice term. 

When Barrow contrasted the large families of the 
boors with the small families of the Hottentots, and 
expressed his su^ri.se that Hottentot w'omen should be 
so unprolilic yrhen connected with Hottentot men, and 
that there^should ho no deficiency of that nature when 
united to colonists, without adverting to the cause, he 
added an additional proof of their wretchedness to his 
other proofs adduc-ed on that .subject, Penury and 
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op|>ressioii, and the anxiety aiid distress of mind arisiiio- 
from these i ireuinstana's, are as nnfavonral)le to 
inerease of jM)j)ulata)n, as they are to the forinati(>ii ami 
cstablislmient of iiahits of industry aiul eleanltiKss. 

Supjmsiny. as iii the ease of the Hottentot, there is 
a deinaud lor labour^ it luuv la* stated, as almost a >fli'. 
evident j>ro[K)sitioii, that to stinmlate him to indusii v. 
lie imist ha\t‘ seeuritv atforded him, that he shall irue 
a just and full reward for his laliour. .Man is natiuallv 
indolent, and there are but two ways iif o\('r<H>miin>' liis 
natural asei>ion to talmur, — fear, or hope; the jii\t 
arises frotn the appndiension of pimivhmeiit, and is il,,' 
motive of the sl.ixe; the si'toiid the inott’' powt'ifuK 
beinp- mo-t ,ieree.d)ie to nature, and eaunot exist, (>\. 
fept the labourer has a f.iir eompeusation se< lu'e'] to 
him. as a reinuiieratiou lor his everlions. 

If H onmitofs aie improvnlent . and without amhi- 
tion*, fo .teeoiint for this stato of muni you are to 

" |{i its-stiau. i flM lv!\- UiV Me'ihl'tlrti 

{)je vhariijrs fhi' il'difntmN ; lor ir!)'!i 

there u)?.\ ^'t' iit uv it rf-Ht'tt-s tlh* Ifnlti'nioK in ffip 

Granlh Hf-ijH-f t)\v\ isfr tne to Ha'' ■'»' 

our iivMiUitams. 

the Uiiu’ nnsitird at 

the ainl tqoj.orrMiiHa ■' Itn iin*! o\ o!*''rr\niU’ tie; llnl* 

tffiti't < Itrtraetv-r, fiis \t<us t,n t, a'- b 1 - 

'triH't H ’riHT aT Bar rdt'k>', near <ir;t> ;aris 
To’tvn, Tt!j iVrenther IS'f'f, !a> receivtai frraut (Irlertbii-e. 

I eertsUftly dn think, that the rhrunrf‘- etlrrfed \iyu\n tln^ i(<itlcii' 
inU tutdrr Ihvotiraltle eiri'nni.-tanei -n su' It ra; will 
tjte idea, that their dian'o it-r l> 'an h in- wiii affq»l) laqaiv tfie. 

!M'’sfnwrri oti t *;lf is iitin*/ if; atal 1 h’f| t f»nvin'-t'(l ijiaf (he 

of the IhtUefHob titr a j>eop5oyav' .'i.^jprrinr \h every re-|M'ef te ^ 
jfietrn nstfrirtinefi of them (mnl that more parlieulufty a' 

home, and by tftnse who, tVoia* not knowitn^ the llotientob, 
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look not to any physical peculiarity in their natural 
cojistitution, but to the circiimstaiiccs under which they 
are placed. It is innpossible to mark the state of de- 
(rradatiou to which Hottentots are reduced, and not 
iii((uire, — how men can be elevated, while the burdens 
which 0|>j)ress them are so great ? — how they can be in- 
dustrious, when the sinews of industry are so much 
(‘ramped ! — or, how tlu'y can be cxpect(‘d to discover 
any thing' like even a virtuous emulation, while pre- 
cluded, by their eircuinstanccs, from rising above a con- 
dition of slavery the mo'<t hopeless and w reti hed ? 

It may l)e further added, that the Hottent(jt, to have 
a full reward for his toil, should be allowed full liberty, 
without restriction, to settle where he can have the 
best return f tr his labour. It is on this judkious prin- 
ciple that the law of settlement in England has been 
lately amended. In my strictures on the proclamation 
of iHit'd, I have emh'avtnired to sliow the injnstice of 
the n'striclivi' regulation, by which the Hottentot is 
prevented from going beyond the jurisdiction of his 
landdrost, or held cornet, wiilioul j)ermission ; and the 
munerous facts which evince its ciying injustiee, might 
be adduced to show its impohev. Hv the law of passes, 
a Hottentot, not at a missionary institution, is obliged to 
be in service ; and it is no uncommon tiling fur masters, 

c(»nsci|uently igaovaut of the many p:oiKl ((ualities which they 
rally posxexH'). I am cleavly of’opinitm lliut T couit! si'lec! (or name) 
eight or a llotlentots, i'rom tiio institution ui' T'tcopnlt>:, as 

also a nmiihcr Irom the ntlier inslitiilions, and ma!i\ uho have Iieen 
distliarged irom (he ('a]>e corps, whom 1 w tndd consider in every 
Ti'-iptc/ hdly as tntsi-wraihy, intelligent, and indnstrions, tVc., as the 
generulily nf the Alricau burghers (nr tanners) wlio reside in the 
Ironlier districts, as well as some pi' those in other parts of the 
colony. 
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when these Hottentots refuse to enter into fresh contrncfs 
with them, to soml them to tlte jail, and keep them 
there, till they ag'ree to tlic terms offered them. J 
eould mentioji farnilies, even in Cape Town, who ob- 
tained Hottentots from the jail, who had been itu'ar- 
eerated nnder the action of this law, and who do their 
masteis' work at f air riv-dollars a month, and ( lothes, 
while tlie same masters hire ont (heir <avn slaves at (he 
rate of tw('tdy-!iv(S thirty, thirty-hve, liniy, and furtv- 
five rix-dollars a month. W ere an inquiry instituted 
into the (‘uidiict ofHotientots hired in this manner, it 
will he found tluif, in some iii>tan<es, Ihev are as 
much valued hv the families in which tliev serve as the 
slaves; and it is certain, iliat were they not nhliired (o 
tuder into contrai t'. hut allowed to carrv tla'ii' labour 
to the lic'.f inaikt't, instead of four rix-dollars per 
mouth, they wcadd he receiviuq- from fifteen to twentv 
per month. 

If it is a s<-ttled principh*, that the 1 lotteiitots liave 
no rio’ht'.— • that they are lumi't ftdi: tlii' property of (he 
colonial o-()vernvnetit, then it may he perlectly eiiiiitalile 
to allow tliem to fall in this mariner into the hands of 
the local authfaities of (la* eountry as one of the pcr- 
(juisites of office ; hut if the juMctice wme even eon- 
si-fent witli our maious of the jirineijili's of jietif e, it 
is utterly at variaiu t* with all llie principles of sound 
poliev. CoimideriuCT du’ Hottentots .sini])ly as pro- 
pertv, it b tin* interest of tin* jrroprietor to raise lh(' 
\aliie (tf that propm ty as ninch us jKissihh* ; and no 
mode of farmim^ it out can he jnore opposite to the 
true interest (rf tlie eolonv, or more calcnlufcd to de- 
pre.ss its value, than the present systetn of the colonial 
g'ovr-rnrnetit. 'I hose formerly at the head of the ijo- 
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verament seem never even to have thought of giving- 
up a, present advantage for future gain^ nor to have 
wntemplated the aborigines of the country as con- 
sumers, or in any other light than as labourers fur- 
nishing a present accommodation to their roasters. 
But whatever advantage the local authorities of the 
country and their friends may derive from keeping the 
Hottentots in their j)resent condition, it will be seen 
by the following facts, that the system is as much op- 
posed to the general interests of the colony, and to 
those of the mother-country, as it is to the interests of 
the Hottentots. 

We have already .shown, at page 216, that in 182*2, 
the British goods consumed at Bethelsdoi-p amounted 
to the sum of twenty thousand rix-dollars. If we rate 
the number of the consumers at one thousand*, and 
the Ilottcatois within tlie colony at thirty thousand, 
it will be found that by raising all the Hottentots of 
the colony to the condition of llolteutots at Bdhch- 
(lorp, a new- and extensive market w'ould be created 
for British goods. We say nothing of the incre;ised 
consumption of British mauufai lures which would be 
occasioned l)y the emulation stirred up in the ^unities of 
the farmers by the im[)rovement in the dress of the 
Hottentots, or of the increase of our exports which 
would necessarily arise from the additional stimulus 
which would be given to the indnsti^- of the Hottentots, 

^ One thousand, the munher tuheu here, is not perhaps equal to 
the number of Hollentots on (he !)ooks of tiie Bethel sclorp institu- 
tion, inchuliu^ those among' the farmers ; but it must considerably 
exceed the number of the actual consumers. Add to the Hottentots 
• the other classes of the natives within the colony, and the argument 
>vill be further strengthened , 
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bv the increase of their artiticiul uiints. By a eoinpa- 
risen the terms (»f tiu? eenirael already mentioiual in 
paee by vviiieh the lluttenhils of Ik'thelsdorp un- 
dertook, in the transport of the f^'oveninient stores 
from Aluoa Buy to (iiatuun’s I'own, with tlie prices 
formerly yiven to the fanners for that serviee, it will 
be found that tlic flottentots having’ this eoiitract, fur- 
nished a net saving to ocivernmenf of rix-dol- 

lurs in six nuniths. 

^Soine of the evil etfeets of the exisfiny- system liavc 
{hm'o strikiiiuiv exernplilied sinee the arrival of the Kuo.. 
lisli settler.s in the colony. On isianv aeconnts it is tin; 
oln ioii.s policy sd oo\ ernment to ('in ourao'e free lalioiir- 
ers : fmt ht'e laiionnn's ■ in have no enciuirairemcnt while 
the lloitenii 't.s are cittnpolhsl to serve at siioh reihKetl 
watie". Hla( k'lniths and carja'niers mav find a relurii 
for their labisiir in the iwistincr state of lhin£rs; but the 
io< ai aufliorUa's of die dtstru t'- iinil their frii'nds Mill 
not ofu- a siiilicieist fetmuiot.'dion to tin' free lahoiiivr, 
while they (•.iu i oin[)e! tlie llotteniols to st'ive them for 
a trille. On tiiis verv prin< ip!e, the hindih’osts ol (iia- 
hiini's jown liiue, for years past, becii in the hahit o! 
orilerin^ llotteuioi.s Iroiii 77/tO)pf//o-, (ui what is eath'd 
o'overmnetit .-ervii e, while the poor setth'rs were in want 
of eneonrao’emeiit. in Mbanv, wanderino' over thei-onii- 
frv in f|(iest of bre.td. or takiiie- refnoe in ( 'a[)e down. 

do allow the Ilullentot the pow(T (d eiirrvini;’ his 
lafiour to tlie best maf k>’t, is one of tht' iirst .ste[is ne- 
eessarv in attemptino’ to ele\;de th(' charai ti’r o' the 
eohuit< il popniation, to undermine tin' system ot siioi’iy . 

eneouraue tin* nn rea.se oi iii'c labonrei’s, iuidt^ivi a 
healthy stitnuhis to the industry of the eohmy. 

ditese are Imt a few out of many instances which 
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inig’lit be adduced, in .support of the principle which 
furnishes the basis of our jiresent reasonings ; but the 
principle itself is so evident to gentlemen at all ac- 
cjuaiiited with the jiriticiples of political economy, as 
scarcely to rcijuire illustration. 

It is obvious that, while the liottentots remain in 
tlieir present dcgfiided and wretched state, their con- 
dition must ha\e a depie.ssing intluence on the industry 
and morals ctf ail ranks of the iuhaliitants ; but by 
elevating them al)ovc their present level, the whole 
colony will Ik' eh'vafed along- with them. The legisla- 
tive enacUm'iit which converts anv jiortion of men into 
slaves, reduces the masters to the (-ondition of tvrants; 
and the law which lircaks tiic chains of slavery, and 
takes ihe whip from tlie hand of the master, does as 
mtudi tor the iiiiprovemciit of the one, us it does fur the 
comfort of the othei-. 

To what does kaiciand owe the subversion of the 
feudal .sNston, ami Iin iiii^h rank among the nations of 
the worlil, !)ut to the euiaiu ipatioii ami elevation of its 
})easanti y ! I'iveiy otu' ai (juajiitc(l with the ancient state 
of l-higiaml, and with the condition of the Hottentots, 
must be aw are, that no just cosnpari'Oii can be m.stituted 
between our jicasaiitiy under the li-iuial system, and the 
present state ol the I lottcntol.s. Ihit, lc>t this incidental 
allusion should he sci/ed liy iiitc'rcsted individuals, for 
purposes inimical to tlu' cau^e ol the afinrigincs of South 
Alrica. 1 shall be excused lor making a few remarks on 
the subject. 

'f'he aiicii'ut feudal govcniim'iit, as it existed in Great 
Britain in lurmer times, and, still more, as it was seen 
in tlu.' Ilight.uuls oi Scotland till a late pcru>d, liadiliuch 
in it ol ihe patriarchal character. Ihe chief, 
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midst of his people, was brought to regard them as his 
kinsmen ; and, in his I'clation to them, he sustained the 
complicated charactei’s of tlieir judge, their protector 
their leader ; unci they, in return, regarded him with a 
prc)ud and even a filial rev creat e. 

We lo<»k in vain for any c»f the advantages of this 
form of government in Soutii Africa. Tlie Hottentots 
are not sufiii iently numerous to ius{>iie those that rule 
over thetn with fear. They have not the advantages 
enjoyed by a numerou.s tribe, ev en wlieu subject to a 
tyrant — their oppres.sors are more numerou.s than they 
tliemseJves are*. The pt'a.saiitry of Euglaud, iu the 
feudal times, whatever rniglit be their condition as iiidi- 
viduais, had all the importance derived from numbers 
and strength. Oji this |>niii iple, their chiefs foutul it 
uecx's.sary to cultivate their love and esteem; and even, 
when thoM' ehiefs at any time saeriticed their true iiite- 
resis to the ra[uu ity ot their dispositions, there was itlll 
some inotivtt left to iiulustrv. 

The peasant knevv tliat, if he could ( oiieeal him.seif 

* Any objection to the freedom of the If()Ueiitfvts, ftcni 

an appreheaston of daai»:er to tfie eoloav, is too UidicroiH to deserve 
a an*^wer. There is no cImns of peof>le in that colt>n} on 

ioyah^ more dependents cun la* jdated, Tlie Iniors have 
Wen in rehelh<Hi» and liie .vUi\r‘x have been in a state of insurreeiittii: 
and both huvi? been pnithovti by H(>Uentots, lift* tanner'^ may 
again be in rebellion, attd the slaves inav again be in ti Stn|.e ol in* 
surreciioii ; bnl from the Hottentots such a thwj:er ia not hhely to 
aruito iuelepemieriily of the londition ot llte Hottentots, the very 
elements cofifposiug the HoUeniot f.haracier arc .s\ijru.‘ienl securuieH 
against tile prolful iHty oi anv bad conserpienecs ai istng from the act 
which confers i}|K>n that injmu'd people their junt rights. There <8 0 
|li the character of the Hottentots— a iiereditary reverence 
for au|ltority — a kind of €on*»tilutio«al loyalty, that furui^h^^^ 
cient si&uriiy ibr ibeir lidelit y. 
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for one twelvemonth from liis feudal lord, he might 
enjoy his earnings in a state of freedom. 1 he Hottentot 
has no city of refege provided for him. 

I advance to meet the abettors of the present System 
upon their own grounds. For argument’s sake, I shall 
allow the Hottentots to be as idle and a.s worthless 
as they, from selfish principles, represent them ; but I 
maintain that tlicse c\ ds arise out of their condition ; 
and that it is preposterous — tliat it argues a total igno- 
rance of human nature, or some strange obliquity t)f 
mind, to suppose that the pef>p1e can be industrious 
without a single motive to indusfi-y. I am happy to 
avail myself of the su[)port of a great name on this 
(juestion : — 

“ Order and good government,” says Dr. Adam 
Smith, “ and along with them the liberty and .security 
of individuals, were in this manner establisiied in cities, 
at a time when the occupiers 'of land in the conntrv 
were exposed to c\ery sort of violence. But men in 
this defencch'ss .state naturally content themselves with 
tlielr necessary sut)sistcii< c ; because to acquire more 
might only tempt the injustice of iheir oppressors. On 
the contrai'y. when tliey are secure of enjoving the 
(Vnils of their industry, they naturally (*xci t it to better 
their condition, and to acquire not only the necessaries, 
!)iit the convcnicncics and elegancies of life. 

That industry, therefore, which aims at something 
more than necessary subsistenre, was established in 
eitie,s long befoic it was commonly practised bv the 
occupiers of land in the r ountry. If, in the hands of a 
poor cultivator, opprc.ssed with the servitude of vil- 
lainage, some little stexjk should aceumulate, he would 
naturally conceal it with great care from his master, to 

whom it would otherwi.se have belonged, and take the 

''“I . I. • o ,> 
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firs>t opjiortuuit) of ruauing- uNMiy to a to^Yn, The law 
was, at that time, so indulgent to the inhabitants of 
towns, and so desirous of dirniuishiiig the authority of 
the lords over those of the country, that if he could con- 
ceal himself there, from the pursuit of his lord, for a 
year, he was free for ever. Whatever stock, therefore, 
accumulated in the hands of the industrious part of the 
inhabitants of the < ountry, naturally took refuge in ( ities, 
as tlie only sanctuaries in which it could be secure to 
the person that at i|uired it.” 

In coufonnity with the ()lan proposed iii this article*^ 
I submit, with deference, a few observations on the 
views of the cnloiiial govertimeiit, as they are tinfnhlcd 
in the letter ef Sir Jniui Cradec k, (nctw Lord Ibovdeii}, 
to Mr. Camplndl*. It is observed in his h^xeelleiit y's 
letter, that the disitu lination to increase, or c-ven main- 
tain the [mi-sioiiar} ] in>titutions alreadv c‘>talili>hcd in 
this cohuiy, is almost universal ; and that tlu' general 
alarm and outcry i>. that if thev an* permitted to ctdarg' 
or disseminate, the most fatal injnrv will ensue to the 
agriculture and sustenam e of the commuiufv.’ 

It is obvious that this almost universal disiiu linalicn 
and getienil alarm arise simjcly from this, that every 
hiuddrost, hca-mraad, farmer, and, in fact, iiia>ler nf 
every description, whether English or Dutch, is naturallv 
desirous of obtaining servants at a chc'ap rate, ihis 
desire being, therefore, universal on the part ol mas- 
ters, lEe ontcrv is, of eomse, general : and, since 
these institutions are supposed to prevent masters Iroin 
obtaining so many, and siieli cheap .servants, as tliey 
otherwise'! would, they are thus necessarily the oitjects 
of dislike. I apprehiuvd, Iciwever, that his ExecHem '' 


* So. IV. 
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when making use of the terms univere^” and ^^gene* 
ral,” had reference solely to the opinion of landdrosts, 
and fanners, and other masters ; and not to that of the 
servants^ who might be equally competent judges of tlie 
advantages of the institulkm. 

If the above be a correct view of the case, we 
come, I think, fairly to this conclusion ; that the uni* 
versality of the outcry against the institutions, on the 
part of masters, certainly affords no arguments whatever 
against, but, 1 should infer, rather in favour of the in* 
stitutions, because it, in some measure, pn A es that tJiese 
institutions did atl'ord some protection to the servants 
against the exactions t)f their masters. It is also ob- 
served in his Excellency’s letter, ‘‘that if the labours 
in the tield at the {)roper season of the year are not 
cheerfully accorded to all the surrounding fanners,’’ &e. 
On this I would remark, that if it be a hict that there 
is a scarcity of labour, it is beyond tlte possibility of an 
institution, in uliutevei’ way conducted, to afford labourers 
to all. But ill point of fact, the missionary institutions, 
so tar from operating as a disadvantage to the farmers, 
have proved o( the greatest service to the neighlxiur- 
hoods in which (liey are situated. \M\ile they have 
elevated tlic (•iiaracters ot tlie Hottentots and raised 
their value as servants, the accommodation they have 
furnished to the farmers in their vicinity have consider- 
ably raised the value of their lands. In illustration of 
this subject, I am happy to avail my, self of the autho- 
rity of the Commi.ssionei-s of Impiiry, lleferringto the 
Hottentots at.our missionary institutions, they remark;-— 
“ 1 heir services, in harvest-time, have thus b^n f«)und 
more vahuibh* to the iieighbouriiig fanners, than where 
whole families subsist throughout the year as indigent 

a B 2 



CIVIL AND POLITICAL LIBERTY 


retainers. ” What, tlien, may I bo permitted to ask, 
wotild, under these circu instances, appear to be the line 
of policy rao.st benelicial to the colony ? May I not say, 
that it is clearly the interest of g’overnnient not to listen 
to the clamour of those who may, untortunately for 
tbemseh es, havt^ been ainong-st the number of masters 
who, in consequence of the jiancity of labourers, have 
not procured so many servants as they might desire ; 
but to protet t ami cherish all well-conducted institutions, 
and thereby indiu e the laliourers to increase their num- 
ber? Any gos erament eundueted upon enlightened and 
liberal [u inciples will not assist one class of its subjects 
in depn;*ssing' another, but, pas>ing' by all distinctions 
arising from the arrogant pretmisions of such as niav 
wish to have exchi>i\e |)ri\ ik’u'e.', nr a ( hartered mono- 
poly of the Ih'-h ami lames ol aiiv i)ait ol their ii'llow- 
creatures, will tak(' its stand nil the broad ])rim'i[)les of 
truth and jimtice, and will, from this emineiue, holdout 
its im eiitives In virtue niily, ami its discouragements to 
vice. Make the Hottentots free, and givi* them a fair 
price for their labour, tiieir masters will have double the 
work that, they (/btaiu at present, and this increase of 
value to their ma>lms will tn'ble their value to the 
state, it mav be "'ali-ly allirmed that the Hottentots 
who reside at the institutions, geuerallv .>peaking, do 
mure than double the work that is done liy those who 
are constantly among tiie iarmers. ! have in my eye, 
at this moment, a farm on which the proprietor keeps 
forty slaves and thirty Hottentots, and no ouey who is 
accpjaiuterl with iknoiiig, as it is carried on in England, 
would hesitate to say tiiat all the labour ofthis farm cniild 
be elfeeted by twenty English sen auhs. it is allowed 
that one Englishman will do more than twice the work 
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of one Irishman in his ovvn country, and that the latter 
will do twice the work in England he was in the habit 
of doing' in Ireland. To what are we to attribute this 
change but to a ditferenee of circumstances ? In Eng'- 
land, the labourei' lias a .sudiciency of wages to procure 
the nourishment required to support the physical strength 
necessary to hard labour ; and he has the fruits of his 
industry secured to him. In Iridand, those advantages, 
which are the very sinews of industry, are denied. 

• While the following passage from Malthus exhibits, in 
a condensed form, the substance of all the argaiments 
contained in this article, it accoimf.s, :it the same time, 
for the real cause of the degradation of the Hottentots, 
and points to the only means by which they can be ele- 
vated in the scale of being, and rendered more useful to 
the state ; 

“ Of all the causes,” observes that able and dis- 
ting'uisliod writer, “ which tend to generate pruden- 
tial habits aiiKiiig the lower classes of society, the 
most es.sential is, unquestionably, civil liberty.” No 
people can lie much actustomed to form plans for 
the future, who tlo not feel assured that their indus- 
trious exertiims, while fair aiui honourable, will be 
allowed to liavc free scetpe, and that the property 
they either ]iossess or may acquire, will bo secured 
to them by a known code of laws impartially admi- 
nistered ; ))ni it lias been found by e.vperience, that 
f'ivil liberty cannot be .secured without political libeily, 
eoMsequcntly ]>olitieal liberty becomes almost equally 
essentiid ; and in addition to its being necessiu'y in 
tills |)oint ol view, its oliviuus tendenev to teach tlie 
lower classes of society to resjiect themselves, by 
obliging the higher clusst’s to respect them, must 
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oontribute greatly to aid all the gfK)d effects of civil 
liberty.” 

It is in the next place ohscirved in Lord Howden’s 
letter:'—” If idleness is allowed to prevail,” &c. On 
this 1 shall only remark, that it is an utter iinfK)sgibiIitv^ 
that, under the jiresent system of colonial legislation, 
this class of men should be otherwise than idle, since 
they are but just emerging from the indolent habits of 
a nomade life, with a taste still to Ije formed for tlu' 
decencies of life. Yet we have no reason to fear the 
most impartial scrutinv, nor to shrink from a compa- 
rison of the Moltentot.s at the Missionary Institutions, 
wath those amnny the Boors. Let the Hottentots of 
Uitenhag(^ be compared with those of Graafl'-Reinet and 
Siimerset. 'Fhe contrast between them is so great, that 
an ofliccr of tlu' (’ape regiiiuoit lately a])ologi/:ed for 
taking a sroater proportinn of Hottentots from Bethels- 
doq) than the numl'ers laduneing to tin' institution 
justified, bv atlirminif that they wen' a dilferent class of 
being's — that the Betl)elsdor[) liott<‘ntots became cxc<‘!- 
lent soldiers with yery little Iraininir, while they ronld 
scarcely make anything of those they got from (iraalf- 
Reinet atid Somerst't. 4’heie is certainly, beyond com- 
parison, more industry among tlu' Hottr'iitots at our 
institutions, than arnons' those with the tiirmers. 4’he 
missionaries haye [)roofs of this every day, in the ditli- 
culties they tind in getting such as may have been 
mostly among the farmers to laltour at the itjstitutioiis. 
ILis differenee of ch.'iracter is easily accounted for. 
The Hottentots at the institutions, notwithstanding their 
oppiwsed condition, hav^e stimulants to exertion which 
the Hottentots with the Boors d<t not possess ; for what 
have the Hottentots of the colony, not attached to the 
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institutions, to look to ? What motives can they have to 
industry ? luir instance, can they acquire property ? — it 
is impossible ! Robbed of their country, they are even 
incapacitated from holding land in it ; the only property 
they are known even in appearance to possess, is cattle, 
and for this they have no security, because they have 
no option allowed but that of changing a master. On 
the other hand, the Hottentots attached to the institu- 
tions have some motives to industry ; they have some 
security, that they shall enjoy the property they may 
acquire, and, therefore, they are more industrious. 
Butin the degree that they are deprived of full security 
of propertv and civil lil)erty, it may he confidently 
asserted that tlie Hottentots will remain less industrious 
and less ser\ iceahle to the community ; and it is evident 
that no exertion of th(‘ missionaries, by instruction or 
example, can ever overei)me, though tliey may slightly 
cheek, that efl'ect which the disal)ilities, under which 
even the Hottentots at our institutions are still placed, 
have in generating habits of indolence and improvi- 
dence. 

In proceeiling to examine further Lord Howden’s 
remarks, we meet this statement of the views of govern- 
ment : — “ It would seem verv injiidiejous to allot any 
considerable p<»rti(in of land to those institutions, that 
would render them independent of eonnectioiis with 
their neighbours, ami allow them to look upon all around 
them with indifference;" and it is then subsequently 
added, that by the practice of ‘ trades and handi- 
crafts,’ they would acquire money, and have the means 
to purchase not onlv suhsistence, but tiie decent com- 
forts of life." 'riie former and latter part of these state- 
ments of the views of goveniment, ap|)eai‘ to me in 
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direct oppotiitioii. First of all, it is stated, that land is 
uot to be allotted to the Hottentots, but still they are 
tip be enconrayed to eng'agc in trades and handicrafts. 
Non' it is uell known that the only property a Hittten- 
tot, on first joininjf an institution, can value, or even 
desire, is cattle, and that, of (‘ourse, he can only have 
by possessing- land ; if the government, theix‘forc, deem 
it injudicious to allot any land to Hottentots, excepting 
for the support of the more aged and infirm, how is a 
ralssionarv to excite that Hottentot to exertion ? To 
give him instruction in a trade is, in a great degrre, 
hopeless, for what is the* motive that would urge him 
to indnstrv in this trach*, even if the influenee of the 
inissioUarv should induce him to acquire it ! It can he, 
of course, tiie pos.^es^ion <»f ])roj)ertv only ; and lu' can- 
not have, at iir^t, any views nr iilea" of [irojH'rty, except 
as eonnected with « aide, or land and water, by which 
he might support lliem. In taking away, therefore, 
this sj'iing of iirtion, this grand luolive to industry, the 
acqni'ition of landed jiroperty and cattie, we may trace 
the almost insnperaide diflicnlties, which the missiona- 
ries ha\e experienced in their exertions to overcome, in 
an extensive (legree, the indol('nt liabits of tlie peojiie ; 
and hence* it is that the govi‘rmiu*nf have themselws 
defeated their intention, <d' discouraging idleness, of in- 
ducing the Hottento!' to practise hamlienifts and trades, 
and i/f re ii ing a supply of laboniers. 

The n.'cent spring of industry imparted to the Hot- 
tentots at onr missionary institutions within the colony, 
furnishes no obji’tliou to this argnna'nt. Whemitis 
recol}«:ted that ihi'ir I'xei tions were greatly stimulated 
by the liope imparled to them, that they would do away 
With the objections of their enemies to an amelioration 
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of their condition, and render the British government 
propitious to their claims, the improvements wliich 
have been described give additional force to the rea- 
sons we have employed (jii this pait of our subject. It 
hiis been successfully shown by all the experiments 
which have been made in South Africa, that the Hot- 
tentots are as ca[);ible of being excited to industry as 
any other class of j)eople, when they have the prospect 
of procuring, by the fruits of their labour, the objects 
of desire ; and the more nearly these objects are placed 
within their reach, the more we elevate their characters, 
increase their value to the government, and facilitate 
the improvement of the colony. 

L(,'st it should be alleged that the colonial govern- 
ment is dealt unfairly witii in giving the sentiments of an 
individual, however distiiiw-ui.'ihed, as an illustration of 
the natuie of the colonial system, we subjoin the fol- 
lowing letter from Earl Bathurst to his Excellency 
Eord Charles Somerset. I’he occasion of this letter 
has bt?en already explained in the Theopolis case. (See 
page 27(f) 


“ Dou'nin" Stnd, London, Od- 12, 1825. 

My Loro, 

“ I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Excellency’s dis[)atch of the I2tli of .lulv last, in- 
closing a comnmnicatiuu from the landdrost of Albany, 
in which it is sugge.sted that a strip of land situated 
between the missionary eslabiishmcnf at Theopoiis and 
the lute Lieut. -Colonel bVaserfs estate, might be given 
to that institution ; and I iiavc to acquaint yonv Excel- 
lency that, if the nu.ssionaries should be willing to ac- 
ce})t a gnuil oi the land in question, upon the condition 
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of not further extending their possessions, by purchase 
or otiier^vlse, witiiout the leave of your Excellency’s 
government, I shall be pre})ared to sanction the grant 
of this land to them. 

“ 1 have the honour to be, 

“ My Loixl, 

Your Excellency's most obedient, 

“ humble servant, 

(Stgnid) “ BaTHUHST.” 

In this letter we have the origin of our colonial po- 
licy. The most igiionuit and seltisli olThe boors rej)re- 
seiit to the landdoNt that it would not be good for the 
colonv that the llotteiitots shotihl be allowed to pur- 
chase iatul : the laiiddrost adopts their seutinients, and 
transtnits them tt> the governnr ; tlie governor pre- 
sents them to his Maji'stv s Secretary for the (.'olonies; 
his Majestv’< Pnuci[tal Secretary for the (Joionies sup- 
poses, ns the recomincudation {oiiies from the laiid- 
drost, and is a})[>nncd by the governor, it must be 
deserving of the sanction of Iiis Majf'sty’s govennneiit ; 
and thus it beconu's a part of the colonial policy. It 
is melancholy to observe bow sujKuior minds in this 
inatmer btaome tlie dupes of the most vulgar [)re- 
judices. 

We talk much, in the present day, of the light which 
philo.soph\ ha.s thrown upon ail subjects connected wilh 
the progress of civil society and govf^rnmeiit ; but, 
surely, things might have gone on in this wav if Adam 
Smitlg I'ergnssoii, Maltlms, Utcardo, &c., had never 
blotted jrajn r. How foreign tlu' partiality of this policy 
to the princijdes of the British ef)nsti!ution ; and, hir- 
tlier, Iiow impolitic ! What can a degraded race of 
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labourers be but worthless members of the comma* 
nity? How total a forgetfulness is here evincx^d of, 
probably, the best known truth respecting society, — 
that the strength, the welfare of a country is mainly 
dependent on the character and habits of its labouring 
classes ! 

Any fears arising from any sudden change of property 
which may be hurtfid to the interests of the cfdony, 
from adopting the measures recommended in the pre- 
ceding (iiapter, are without the slightest foundation. 
No sudden alteration in the landed property of the 
country is to he a])preliended from this smin c. T -nder 
the most favourable circumstance's the gi-eat body of 
the Hottentots cannot be in any otlier condition than 
that of labourers for eeiituries to come. Individuals 
among the Hottentots, under a more genial system, 
may, in thirty or fort\ vears, rise to ])ossess little farm,s, 
and they may 1)0 able to leave tlu' property acquired by 
tlu'ir industry to their children; l)nt no one acquainted 
witli the state of ])ro})erty in Europe can for a moment 
imagine, that any fears of this nature should paralyse 
the luind of government, so as to make it withhold 
from the Hottentots tlu'ir natural rie-hts. It wotdd be 
siitlieienllv ridiculous for any one to propose to the 
British Parliament that it should pass an act disquali- 
fying the weavers of Manchester or Clasgow from hold- 
ing land, lest tliey should dis[)ossess the present landed 
j)ro})rictors and the nobility, and engross to themselves 
the wealth and honours of the comdrw In fret^ coun- 
tries you may see individuals rising from humble con- 
ditions to possess property; and you may tind among 
our nubility individuals whose great-grandfathers were 
mechanics : but sucit instances are extremely rare ; 
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and it will Ik; tdlowed tiuit England owes much of its 
industry and its glory as a country to the laws which 
secure the poor .igainsl the oppressions of the rich, 
and which leave the iinmunitic's :uul honours of the 
state open to fair and honourable competition. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Appeal to (be liritish (ioveniment, claiming' for the Aborigines of 
South Africa, liberal Institutions, and just Laws. — Evil etfects of 
uncontrolled Power on the character of those invested with it. — 
Advantages resulting to ^ country from an impartial Administra- 
tion of Justice.— 'Kew Courts of Justice at the Cape. — ^^Fheir 
defects as regards the Al)origines. — Advantages \\hich woidd 
result to the Colonists generally from the elevation of the Hotten- 
tot race, — Remarks of the Coinrnis.sioners of Inquiry on the Con- 
dition of the Coloured Population. — The liriiisli Government 
more deeply iinj)licated than liie Dutch in the ojipression of the 
Natives of JSouth Africa. — X.<iberal views of (iovernor Janssens in 
regard to the Hottentots. — The Hottentots acknowledged by the 
British Goxernment and hv the Colonial Authorities to be “ a 
free people.” — A[)peal to Briti.^li Justice and Humanity in their 
behalf. 

If the British govcriimetii would tontribule efToctually 
to the prosperity of South Afriea. let them at last do 
justice to the ahorig'ines of the country, by imparting 
to them liberal institutions, and just and equal laws. 

Bad laws generate bad morals, and good laws gene- 
rate gottd morals, on tlie same principle that ev'eiy 
plant produces its own species ; and there is no gretder 
obstruction to the improvement of a people, than bad 
laws in the hands of men who only think of employing 
them to enrich themselves at th(' expense of those 
whom they oppress. 

Whilst the laws, tlie institutions, and customs of a 
country are the best indices to its g enius luid character, by 
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the permanent iiitlnence which they exercise over both, 
we ar(‘ jnj»(jiicd in jvourthn^' tln'in as the sreat arbiters 
of its morals and dcMiny. W Ihle equitable laws and 
their inipailial udmiuistration elevate tlic standard of 
morals, raise the tone of thinking', exalt the character 
ofacoimtr), and increase the patriotism of a people, 
they gent'iate the j)rintipk‘s and lo\e of justice in the 
heart of a yreat and elfeclive part of the population. 
Could we analyze the linman nimd, and resolve it into 
its component parts, we might find the deeisioiis of our 
courts of justice at homo oc<‘upyiug no iuconsidenible 
place among- the elements forming our national cha- 
racter. It is uhsiird to talk of patriotism in a country 
where men an- ■-laves, or to evpeet truth and e<|uitv 
among the eeiictaiily of a ju'ctplc, if they are not em- 
Ijodied in the in-titiition.- of a countn’, and in the eha- 
raeter and dei isions of its judges, 

Agritultiue and toiumcKc can rx-ver ilourish, unless 
private [icoperly i'' lespcited, and the laws which guard 
the po— cs.siun-. ol mdividuals are the lirst principles of 
industry. 

Where all the avenues to ju’cllument are closed, 
where there is no pnz(‘ to ambition, and the mind is 
without wholesome stiuiiilants, there can be no energy 
in the national (haiaftci. Ddferent degrees of rank 
and office are neee-sary in all well-constituted socie- 
ties; but laws, which are made for favouring one ]>arl 
of the community, and dejiressing another, give rne to, 
and increase those moral obliquities which destroy the 
}>rojxu*tion and mar the lace of society, 'i'ho.se invi- 
dious distimtions, by whidi oiH' class ot men are en- 
abled to trample upon another, give rise topnde, arr<»- 
gance, and an oppre.ssive spirit in the privileged order, 
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while they repress every tiling noble and praiseworthy 
in the oppressed. Where the privileged class is but a 
fractional part of the cominnnity, the evil is partial in 
its operation ; but wlien that class includes all the pro- 
prietors of the soil, the farmeis, and the merchants, so- 
ciety is divided into two classes exhibiting all the modi- 
tications of vice arising out of that unnatural condition. 

The secluded condition of the greater part of the 
South Afi'ican farmers, the power tlirowa into their 
hands by the weakness of government, their situation 
in the midst of a population of slaves and Hottentots 
over whom they can tyrannize without control, is as un- 
favourable to the civilization of the farmers themselves, 
as it is to the happiness and improvement of those 
under them. 

The cstublishniont of law, hums an important era 
ill the civilization of a people, and the statute which 
prevents the superior from op]>ressing or tyrannizing 
over his domestic, is as lavonrable to the humanity of 
the one, as it is to the happiness of the other. 

While it is now universally admitted tiiat it is the 
natural tendency of the exercise of nneontrolled au- 
thority to harden the heart, ext iugui'^h the moral sense, 
and give birth to eveiy' Sjiecies of crimes and calamities, 
it is evident that the wc'althv jiart of the community arc 
elevated on the scale of being by the elTective legisla- 
tive enactments by which the poor are protected from 
oppression. I'he barbarizing eifects of uncontrolled 
authority on minds in least danger of being corrupted 
by its iidlnence, may be seen in every page of the his- 
tory of human nature, and is well iliiistrated in the in- 
valuable tract of Bishop Porteiis on tltc ell'eets of Chris- 
tianity on the temporal concerns of mankind. After 
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having' portrayi'd with glowing indignatioii, the horrid 
condition of tjiosc in u st;itt' of stM vitndc among the 
jKdished aiul civilized (ireeks and Humans^ we find 
the following judicious remark; 

“ These are the elfects which the possession of unli- 
mited pnverover our species has actually produced_, and 
which (unless counteracted and subdued by religions 
priaeiph') it has always a natural tendency to produce, 
even in the most benevolent and best cultivated minds. 
\Miea such is the general ell’ect, what must it bo in a 
colony wheie the hmer order of people are considered 
as inferior beings !” 

It has Ireen justly remarked, that tlie noiilest, the 
most eko atetl distinction of a country, is a fair admi- 
nistration of justii e. Nothing can be done tt> impnoe 
and to elevate a people, if the administration of justice 
is corrupt ; but to insure a pure administration of justice 
in a country, it must Ire ac( es>il)le to all classes of the 
community. In a state of societv where there is one 
law for tin' rieli and anolht'r for the [)oor, and the sanc- 
tions of the law are !)orrowed to render the poor the 
victims of ojipression. moral distinctions are confounded, 
atul the names of virtue and vice come to be regarded 
as exchangeable terms*. 

^ The follovvirtef jiiH'ctlolr ni ]t?* rtflfiiit t’fi ii< an ilhjsU'ation rtf the 
state of ilte aborigines u\ Sotufi Alrit tt. i/onversing' one dnv on 
the slate of (he lIo^tenlot.^, with Str John JVuler, (he late chiet- 
justice oltfie c(>lon\ oftht' ( ape <>1 (iond Hope, Sir John eKolauiied, 

Well, Dr. Pliilip, f am now silling on the t hair in which I have 
been hrst made aetpiainled with iho .state of the IfoltenlotH.’^ 

This oltstTUilittn \mis repeated in the hearing* of Mr. Pringle, iK>vv 
secretarv to the AntJ-S!aver\ Society, who happened accidentally to 
enter the room at the moment at which it wtes first made. It must 
be obvious that, if the Hottentats liar! find any recognised rights, their 



Sally, in his Memoir^, after hiivinj^ described the 
corruption and profligacy of public men in France, at 
the time at which he was placed at the head of tKe 
finances; and after having described his success in 
bringing delim^uents to justice, remarks, “ Mankind 
now began to give all those strokes of art the name that 
they deserved ; and those unlawful gains, which so long 
had impoverished France and enriched the officers of 
the revenue, were treated without ceremony as robbery 
and rapine : and honesty began to show her head in a 
sanctuary where she had never resided before*.” 

The slave-trade was unpopular with many people ift 
England before the legislature declared it to be piracy; 
but no intelligent pei-son will venture to affirm, that this 
public tribute to justice and humanity did not increase 
the national abhorrence against the detestable traffic 
thus stigmatized. The public are so accustomed to form 
their e.stimafe of a crime by its success, or punishment, 
that they seldom view it through any other medium. 

I am happy to hear of the new court of justice which 
has been given to the Fape colony. I expect much 
from the independence of the judges ; but, however 
etpiitable the sentences of the judges may be, if the pro- 
tection of the law is not extended to tlie coloured popu- 
lation their decisions can never impress upon the pub- 
lic mind the immutable distinctions between right and 
wrong. 

While the administration of justic e is confined to one 

coTichtiou coiikl not have been unknown to a person who htid> 
for many years successively, fillod the first tdlkes under the ^^overn* 
nient of the Cape of Good Hope* and who had long been regarded 
as the first l&w authority of the colony. 

^ Sidly^s Memoirs, vol. iv., page 106 . 

VoL. I. " p 
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particttlar class of the community only, however that 
administration may be re^irded for its eK|«ity, it is 
nothing- better than the etjuity of a party of Bedouin 
Arabs, who make an etjual distribution of the spoil they 
have taken from the unprotected caravan ; or the honour 
of highwaymen, who deal justly by each other, while 
they combine to rob ever>' defenceless tniveller. The 
legislative enactment which breaks the chains of the 
oppo'ssed aborigines, and raises the standard of morals 
in the colony, will prove the most efl'ectual measure 
which can be adopted to improve ail classes of the win- 
niunity. 

If the existing invidious distinctions, which place the 
natives in their present degraded state, were removed, 
the spring of industry w likh would be imj)arted, by this 
mt'ans, to the Hottentot nation, would soon be felt as a 
powerful stimulus to exerti(m atnoiig all classes of the 
]>eople ami in every part of the colony. While tlie 
farmers would l)e able to do tiie same (juautity of 
work with half the number of hands they now keep 
about them, the example of those Hottentots, who 
might be rising to wealth and inde[)endence, would 
provoke to emulation the most indolent of the boors. 
While the boors of this colony are surrounded witii .so 
much idleness and wretchedness, any attempt to elevate 
them will prove iiiefla tual ; and the plan rettomrnended,' 
is the only one by which this idlene.ss can be cured, and 
this scene of wretchedness removed. The difi'erept 
raemliers of a state have been beautifully represented 
bv the members of the human body : it may be truly 
said, if one member siid’ers, all the members of the body ^ 
suffer : and, if one member is disea.sed, all the body is 
affected by its sympathy with this particular member. 
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In allusion to this fi^re, the Hottentot.s may be called 
the feet ; but I may be allowed to ask the question,— if 
the feet are in a state of mortification, what becomes of 
the health of the body ? Can the sons of a farmer be 
industrious — can his daughters be uncontaminated — can 
his house be clean, or can it be any thing but filthy — 
and can the state of his family be any thing but disgust- 
ing, while he continues surrounded with a naked, filthy, 
and degnided race of human beings ? The filth and 
indolence of the Hottentots have become proverbial; 
but these, like the other vices of which they have been 
accused, arise out of their situation. When a people 
are oppressed, and miserably poor, they iire invariably 
a degraded people; and indolence and filth are the in- 
separable attendants of dejection. 

The Hottentots, generally speaking, have no motives 
to industry ; the lawful fruits of their labour are not 
secured to them ; they are robbed, and cheated, and 
oppressed, in every possible way ; and the filthiness of 
their huts and persons arc no more than the natural 
consequences arising from the state of mental depression 
in which tliey are held. Cheerfulness and cleanliness 
are much more nearly allied than is generally imagined; 
and the Hottentots at our institutions, who have acquired 
some pniperty, and have been enabled to build for them- 
selves good houses, are quite as cleanly in their persons 
and in their houses as the colonists in genend. While 
the elevation of the Hottentots to their just rights would 
be of the most essential service to the families of the 
farmers in general, it would have the most beneficial 
edects upon the industry and resoun es of the colony at 
large. By the elevation of the labouring* classes, respect 
is conferred upon labour : it is stripped of the degrading 

■2 C 2 
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associations connected with it while jierformed by slaves 
only ; and such a change in the sentiments of the colo- 
nists must be followed by the ha{)piest effects on their 
industry. When the Hottentots are raised to the rank 
of free meii, in lieu of lazy superintendents, engager! 
in active exertions for u few days at tlie seasons of sow- 
ing and reaping, or in hunting excursions, the coloni.sts 
and their families, like their industrious ancestors, will 
shortly be cotnerfed inti) nseful fanners. The general 
course of daily occupation tbronghout the colony— of 
bawling out to a few w retched flottentots to do all they 
require, which is so often noticed to tlie disgrace of the 
colonists, will gradually he exchanged for tliose habits 
by which the several meml)ers of the colonial farmeis’ 
families will be industriously employed in all the labouis 
of the farm. 

I have, in afonner jnissagc', shown, that the oppres- 
sions of the Hottentots liave been greatly inci\'a.sc(!, 
in consequence of tin* abolition of the foreign slavc- 
tnule ; niul it is evident, from the rapid increase 
of th<* crtlonial population, and the natural result of 
that iucrea.*;e, an irn reasing demand for laboni'ers, that, 
the ixmdilion of that unfortunate people must every 
day get worse, unh'ss their chains are .speedily and 
entirely broken, and they are put in j)o,ssession of the 
bies.sings of freedom as well as the name. While the 
present system continues, it is in vain to hope for any 
improvement in the ( baracter of the Hottentots, in the 
morals t)f the l)Oors, nr in the social habits of their 
families. The peculiar vices of all ranks of the inhabi- 
tants are the vices of tin* system ; and, though they m<iy^ 
survive it, they cannot lx* expected to die before it. 

In corroboration of the statements given in the pre* 
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ceding pages of this volume in relation to the oppressed 
state of the natives^ and of my reasonings on the im- 
policy of retaining them in their present condition, I am 
happy to avail myself of the following extracts from the 
Report of his Majesty’s Commissioners of Inquiry. 

“ In tlie case of the coloured classes, whether Hot- 
tentots or negroes, we regret to observe that the rate 
of their remuneration has been generally very inade- 
quate throughout the colony. 

The prize negroes indentured for fourteen years 
may, in general, be considered to be as great a source 
of profit to their masters ;ls slaves, and the undue ad- 
vantage that has been confirmed to the masters by 
law of claiming the gratuitous services of the children 
of prize negresses, from the age of five to eighteen 
years, has tended, in many instances, to perpetuate 
the ad\ aiitages that have been derived from the send- 
tude of this class. It has Ijeeu customary with many 
persons holding indentures ti) hire out the labour of prize 
negresses in the same manner as that of the slaves. 

'I'he Hottentots contracted in the service of the 
boors are chiefly resident in the eastern province. They 
arc usually engaged upon very low wages, and re- 
tained in a condition very unfavourable to their im- 
provement. From \veakncss of constitution they are 
.rarely fit for the labours of agriculture ; but tlieir 
knowledge of the country, and their pastoral habits, 
render them extremely useful to the boors in the capa- 
city of herdsmen ; and the same observation is appli- 
cable h) iBosjesmen, w ho are in the service of the boors 
in the frontier districts. 

The mixed race, who are tlie olVspring of the co- 
lonists by Hottentot mothers, hibonr under the same 
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disadrantagcs, which have led to settlements l>ejjig- 
formed by them beyond the confines of tho colony and 
the influence of the boors. 

“ In considering’ the udvantag'es derived from the 
gratuitous services of pri/x* negroes, and those that 
equally result to the grazier from the emplovineiit of 
Hottentots ainl of other native classes, without trouble to 
themselves or adequate remuneration to their- seiTants, 
we think that, in both cases, the servant-tax of ten 
shillings may be equitably iinjiosed ; and if a gri'ater 
degree of protection should be gi\ en to the interests ul' 
those classes, and should leati to their acquirement of 
a higher nnvard for their services until enabled to fhnn 
establishments for themselves, the tax, as in tire ease 
of European si'rvants, would naturally constitute a de- 
duction from the higlujr rate of wages which are readily 
to be (ihtained where a fo'o competition is eneouraged, 
Hie indolence of the Dutch larmcrs, induced lev the 
emplovmmit (»f slaves in tin', more cultivated {wriioiis 
of the colony, and the facility with which they obtain 
Hottentots in the grazing districts, have jiroved a great 
obstacle to the imjrrovement of the colony ; and, as the 
inflti.v of European settlers has of late years aflorded 
some examples to the colonists of more industrituis 
habits, it may tend further b) call forlh the industry of 
the floors to impose a tax on hired servants. I he 
ordinary labours of agriculture may thus, in time, be 
performed by their own families, which are often nu- 
merous, and a valuable accessif>n would thus be gained 
to the profiuctive clas->es throughout the colony, while 
the farmer would leru've himself from tin? operatiem of 
a tax on a class of sc'rvants who ivould still be available 
to him on extraordinary occa-sions. 
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The law which has compelled the Hottentots to 
enter into service, and has bestowed to the employer a 
right to the services of their children from eight to 
eighteen years of age, if born on their estates, has 
tended to retard the improvement of the Hottentots, 
and the benefits to be derived to the colony at large, 
and to those districts in particular in which they are 
settled in communities. Their services in harvest-time 
have thus been found more valuable to the neighbouring 
farmers than when whole firmilies subsist tliroughout 
the year as indigent retainci's. 

“The transmission of mails has been accelerated by the 
attention that has been paid to this object by the British 
administrations, and by the increased remuneration that 
has been made to the post-holders on the eastern road ; 
but the arrangement is very defective, both as it is remo- 
ved from the direct control of the post- master- general in 
Cape Town, and as the persons employed to carry the 
mails (who are generally Hottentots) are very inade- 
quately paid and provided by the hoors, being frequently 
contracted to tliem for iiie performance of this very 
laborious duty for wages that, in some instances, have not 
exceeded two rix-doliars, or three shillings per month, 
and are compelled to ride with the mails, in all seasons 
and at all hours, with very little clothing. It has also 
been customary with .some of the landdrosts to consider 
this employment of post-riders as a public duty, which 
tlio llottentots of the missionary instituti<jns have been 
bound to render, and for the performance of which tliey 
have been re/piired to relinquish other and more profit- 
able emjjloyment. hi some instances they have been 
required to perform tins service gratuitously. ’ 

It is admitted by Hi.s Majesty’s Commissioners, in 





tbe eaitniijt fmm tljfittr Report^j, tlial tiie e^oured 
classes throughout the (xdouy, iaeluchug Ute Hottentots, 
the prize negfO€‘S, tl»e Ciiirers, the^iJcR-huanas, and the 
itehinen, have not an adecpiate remuneration for their 
labour ; that the low wages on which they are retained 
is a great source of profit to their employers; tliat, at 
the missionary institutions, Hottentots have been com- 
pelled to serve as post-riders, for which they have re- 
ceived inatlequate, and sometimes no, wages at all ; and 
bhat, to perfonn these services> they have btHm required 
to relinquish more profitable employments ; that the 
law which comjKds the Hottentots, or other coloured 
j^.»ple, to enter into sfrvice, lias bestowed to the em- 
ployer a right to the services of tlie childrcti, from eight 
to eighteen vears of age, if bora on their estates ; and 
they add, in resjK'ct to this state of things, that it has 
tmidtsi to retard (he improvement of the Hottentots, and 
the benr'lit t(> be derived ti» the colonv at large, anti to 
those distrit ts, in }>articidar, in wiiich they are settled 
in ctiinmnniiit's. It will he remarked, that the conces- 
sions made in tlit'se extracts are all confirmatory of my 
statements, and that liicy are all ravtiurahle to the argu- 
ments now emploveti in favour (d (his class of peo(»le. 

As an apology for the (amimissioners, for not hav ing 
entered more lnt(» detail on this stibject, it is but fair to 
state, tl»at the extracts in <jiiestion are taken from the 
Reports o!i the a<hninistrdtioo of the goverameut and 
the fmances of the colony ; and a|)pear as if they had 
been introduced in an incidental way oidy in ('onnection 
with th<*sc subjetds. 1 hc‘ government at home 1ms not 
yet tlnaight fit to publish their lull Rej)orts on the 
coloured population. On the re:isons his Majesty’s 
government may have for the backwardness shown in 
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this instance, fsliaH not ilow speculate ; fefit it is to Ife 
ho| >ed, that the Reports of the Cominissionere On those 
subjects will still Ik? fortheoming, and that they will be 
gi^ en to the public as they came from the hands of the 
Commissioners. 

In the absence of those Reports, which have been so 
long expected from the Colonial office, and which are 
still kept back, we shall avail ourselves of the fads 
pat into our hands by this document, in the pimecn* 
tion of the object of our present labours. Hie proEtabto 
and unjust monopoly of the labours of the nativeeb 
the compulsory service to which they are liabtev toidttlie 
cruel and desecrating regulations which give their eito 
ploycr a power over their offspring, are here admitted. 
The law whicli has compelled the Hottentot to enter 
into service, and has liestowed on the employer a right 
to the services of the children, &.e., is here remg- 
nized; and these? admissions are accompanied with the 
following important concession, —lliat these compul- 
sory laws have tended to retartl the improvement of the 
Hottentots, and the benefits tf» be derived to the colony 
at large, and to those districts, in particnlar, in which 
they die settled in coniiiiuiuties. In the same extracts 
we meet with similar sentiments expressed in another 
form. 

Hie iiulolenee of the Dutch farmers, induced by the 
employment of slaves, and the liicility with which they 
obtain (or, properly speaking, comjiel) the services of the 
Hottentots in the grazing districts, have proved a great 
obstacle to the improvement of the colony. From the 
great prolit which colonists derive from the laliour of 
Hottentots ami prize negroes, the Commissioners pro- 
pose tliat a senant-tux should be imposed on each of 
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them, to be paid by their employera. As the conces* 
sions in the above extracts, describing the condition of 
t}»e (X)lonred popjilation, af jpear to have been introduced 
for tlie purpose of showifig the equity of the pn)posed 
tax, we have no right to suppose that tl)is is the only 
remedy tlie Commissioners have proposed to his Ma- 
jesty’s government, (although it is the only one hinted 
at ill this place,) or that thev proposixi anything more 
in it than a temporary advantage to tlie government, till 
such time as some legislative enactment should be pro- 
mulgated to release them Irom their cruel sutTerings. 
His Majc'sty’s fjommi>sioners could never for a mo- 
ment supposf?1hat the British government would sanc- 
tion such a cruel inoiio[)olv of the seia icos of the natives 
of South Africa, that thev might imrease the colonial 
revenue bv a tax of ten .shillings, levied u[)on the mas- 
ters, to allow thorn to compel Hottentots and prize 
negroes, A.e. to ser\e them on their own terms. 

While 1 acijuit the (’omniis.siuners of ever having 
entertained such an opinion, I confe.ss I am not a little 
suTqirised at the doubt expres.sed i>v tltem in the follow* 
ing clause of the smitmice on which we are now com- 
menting : — If a greater degree of protection should 
Ije given to the interests of those cla.sses,” Could 
thev, fora muinent. 1 h' in doubt, whether the govern- 
ment at home would fei'l the slightest hesitation in 
promptly lelieving the natives of South Africa from 
their cruel and unmerited opjuessions ! d'o suppo.se 
such a thing pos.^ible would be to siqijiose the govern- 
ment at honi(' in a much lower state o( degeneiacy than 
the most selfish of the colonist.s. 

Though tlie colonists liave powerful molive.s for the 
continuance of this system, I have never met one ol 



ENGLISH GOVERNMENT DEEPLY IMPLICATED. 895 


them who attempted to defend it, and few of them who 
have not acknowledged its injustice and cruelty; but to 
suppose that the English government would permit such 
a svstem, when brouffht under their notice, would not 
only be to suppose that our statesmen could be wicked 
without motive, but, also, that they would be guilty of 
the egregious folly of extending their prf*tection to a 
system which liad been proved, on the showing of the 
Commissioners of ln{jiiirv, to be inimical to the best 
interests of the colony. Have not the Commissioners, 
in two pas.sjiges of these short extracts, given it as their 
decided oj)inion, that the low rate of wages allowed to 
the natives, the compitlsory services to which they are 
liable, and the manner in which the great ties of nature, 
betw^een the natives and tlieir children, are dissolved by 
tbc strong baud of the law, have retarded not only the 
improvement of tlie natives themselves, but also the 
improvement of the colony ? 

Although the weakness of the Dutch government 
might compel it to wink at the manner in which the 
Hottentots were oppressed by the colonists, that go- 
vernment was not so deeply implicated in the oppres- 
sions of that people as the English government has 
been. Ihider the old government, a feeble protection 
was atlbrded to the o])pres.s('(i ; but, the oppressions at 
which the Dtilcb govaanment connived have, under the 
English goveniment, obtained the sanction of law; and 
that power, tinder winch the Hottentots, at one time, 
had reason to expect a greater degree of liberty, has 
only added to the number and weight of their eiiains. 
On this subject 1 am Irappy to avail my.self of the fol- 
lowing extracts from the lieports of his Majesty’s Com- 
missioners Upon the first surrender of the colony 
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to his Majesty’s arms, in ihe year 1795, the powers of 
tim government that had been exercised by tlie gover- 
nor and council were nested in (he British governors 
alone ; and although the general policy, by which the 
wieasutx's of the Dutch East India Company had been 
regidated, underwent an immediate and very beneficial 
change, yet the same forms of administration were con- 
tinued until the colony was given up in the year lb03, 
to the govertiment of the Batavian ivpublic, in jnirsu- 
ance of the treaty of Amiens. In the month of March 
that year, a conimissioner from tlic Batavian republic 
arrived in the cndotiy, with full power to aece[)t the 
triuisfer of it from the English authorities. In a pro- 
clamation dated 1st March, it was declared by 

him, ‘ i'hat tlienccfirtli the cohmy of the Cape of Good 
‘Hope was no longer to bo dependent upon the go- 
‘ veriunent at Batavia, or upon any cornmercial body 
‘ wbatevor, but that the inhabitants were to know no 
‘ other governmeni than that which the Batavian peo 
‘ pie had clioK'n for tliemselves.’” 

“ The ( omniissiouer appears to liave been invested 
with power of making new laws and regnlations for 
the admiiiistratiou and governmeni of the colony, which 
were [uiblished from lime to time, and have acquired 
the Tone of law, although they were not recogtiized 
by the govenmienl of the Batai ian republic, who, it 
seems, had reserved to themselves the right of reject- 
ing the regulations, and embodying such as they aj>- 
proved into a cliarter or constitution of government. 

“ Sutbeient time had not elapsed before the capture 
of the colony in the year 180(5, for the preparation of 
such an act, or its promulgation in tlie eoloriy ; !>ut the 
^Regulations that were framed and published by the 
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comwife^iotier during his residence ill it, and pruviskm* 
aily enforced by (ioveruor Janssens, and the council 
exercising' the executive powers of the g’OvtTument, 
embraced tlie several departments, and iJspeeinUy 
those fir the collection and receipt of iwenue ; Ihe 
administration of ju.stice ; the duties of the fiscal, then 
designated by the name of procureur-gencral,’* or 
attorney- general ; ’ the eccle.siastical functions and 
municipal institutions in Cape Town, and in the dis- 
tricts. Although no positive enactment was made 
public res}">ecting the question of slavery, and the 
condition and treatment of slaves, Hottentots, and peo- 
ple of colour, yet certain declarations and opinions of 
the principal members of the goveniment were record- 
ed, from which it is only just to infer that the most 
liberal views and intentions were eiiteitained towards 
them, and tliat they would iiave been carried into effect 
whenever the government felt itself strong enough to 
assert them with success. ’’ 

Previous to the surrender of the Cape to the Eng- 
lish, the H(»ttentots liad been cruelly treated by the 
boors ; but by tlie government which then existed, they 
had always been recognized as a free people in its pro- 
clamations ; and in as far as that government itself 
was concerned they w’ere, in many instances, treated as 
such. 

In a proclamation of General Janssens, of 1803, 
having enlarged upon the demoralizing- effect of the 
manners of the slaves upon the minds of the youth in 
the families of the colonists, he strongly urges them 
to substitute, in their families, to have charge of 
their children, in the place of slaves, fne hired Hot- 
tentots. ; 
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In the same year, 1803, wo have one decisive fact, 
in a proclamation of General Janssens, which furnishes 
a contrast between the Dutch and EngUsli govern- 
ments, not much to the honour of our own country. 
In fhat year a disease had become prevalent in Cape 
lown, which required the interfert'nce and aid of go- 
veniment. That the public »night sustaui as little loss 
as possible, a plan was [uoposixi to assess the parties, 
and to make tiiem refund to the colonial treasury the 
money which liad k*en expended in the means em- 
ployed for their restoration to health. The Euro|>eans 
were e-alled upon to pay the expenses of their own cure ; 
the mastci's (if tlie slaves had to pay for their cure ; 
and the govcrumtait bore the expense of the cure of 
the Hottentots. I his hist measure was deteimined 
upon for this reason, that there was no method of 
compelling the Hottentots to pay the expenses of 
their own cure, but by disposing of them as ser- 
vants, a scheuK.' wliich, it is .staled, was liable to many 
abuses, and contrary to the then acknowledged free- 
dom of the Hottentot [)eople. Contrary to the plan 
which is now acted u{)on iiy the IJritish govern- 
ment, vvhk:h (;onsigns every Hottentot to prison who 
is without a pass, and b'eps him there till a mas- 
ter conu's and pay.s the expenses charged for his inain- 
tenarux*, piison-ice>, and other items, &,c., tiie gover- 
nor, having discliurged tlie eluirns of the Hottentots 
on this occasion, orderc’d them to be eonducted across 
the Salt River, to pniMie their journies to their re- 
spective tribes in the interior. 

llie foiiowingextract from the instructions to the land- 
drost of the Cape di.strict, in lb()9, sliuws the views of 
the British government at that period on this .subject 
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** The original natives of this country, the Hotten- 
tots, must be considered and treated as a free people, 
who have a lawful abode in the colony, and their persons 
and property, and possessions ought, for that reason, to 
be protected, the same as those of other free people.” 

In a [)amphlet, published a few years ago, under the 
sanction of the Ilritish government, entitled, The State 
of the Nation, it is stated that the labour of the 
district of Uitenhage is carried on by fne hired Hot- 
tentots.” 

It being proposed to his Excellency Sir Rufane Don- 
kin, in 1820, at a public meeting of tlie Engli.sh settlers 
lately arrived in South Africa, that the Hottentots at 
Theopolis should be compelled to make i-oads in the 
new district of Albany for their convenience, the acting 
governor declared publicly that the Hottentots were a 

free people;” and that the government had no more 
right to compel them to work for the settlers than it 
had to com[)el the settlers to work for the Hottentots. 

When Colonel Bird, the colonial secretary, was at 
Uitenhage, on his last jbuniey into the interior of the 
colony, the wife of a Dutcli boor presented a complaint 
to him against Mr. Sehmit, the Moravian missionary at 
Enon, charging him with having refused to compel a 
Hottentot to hire himself to her. I'he complaint was 
j)referrod in the presence of the Rev. Mr. Hallbeck, 
the superintendent of the Moravian missions in South 
Africa ; and, in answer to that coni[)laint, the colonial 
secretary declared, in the presence of the above-named 
gentleman and others, that the authorities of the country 
had no more right to comjxd the Hottentots to labour 
for the farmers, than they had to compel the farmers to 
serve tlie Hottentots. 
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We have it, then, admitted by the proclamations of 
the colonial g-overnment, by the pamphlet to which we 
have referred, published under tlie sanction of the 
British government, and by the first authorities of the 
colony, that the Hottentots arc a free people ; that any 
thing in tlie shape of compulsory service is a violent 
osHipation of their justly recognized rights ; and that 
they had a right to expect that they siioiild be con- 
sidered and treated as a free pe(j])le, and that their 
jyersonSf preperfy, and possasiom should be pndeefed 
the same as other free jjeople. It is now obvious 
that, in pleading the cause of the Hottentots, we do 
not stand upon theoretical grounds merely ; we stand 
upon the basis of tiieir acknowledged civil rights ; and 
it is now for the British governinent to declare to the 
world whether those rights arc to be realized to them, 
or whether, in dir(*et opposition to the principles of Jus- 
tice, humanity, and sound policy, tliat oppres.sed jjeople 
are to l.>e retained in the sti.de of cruel bondage to 
which they have been unjustly, inhumauly, and impo- 
liticly reduced. Britiiin may yet redeem her charac- 
ter; blit if the claims of the natives of South .AfricJi 
are not heard, her treatment of tlnit jX'ople will be 
one of the foulest blots ujxni her national honour that 
ever stained the escutcheon of the most degenerate ol 
aatioms. 

The Hottenttots, despairing of iielp from every other 
quarter, now look to the justice and humanity of England 
for delivemnee ; and they now justly and humbly ask, 
why they nmy not i like the cblonists, Ixyallowedto bring 
their labours to the best market ? Why they should be 
eompelled to labour for twd or for four rix-dollars (equi- 
valent to three or six shillings steriingmoney) per month, 
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when they might be receiving twenty or twenty-five rix- 
dollars per month, if permitted to di^ose of themselves 
as a free people ? Wliy they may not be exempted from 
the cruelties exercised upon them without any form of 
law? Why they should be arbitrarily flogged in the 
public prison, uj>on the mere ipse dixit of their mas- 
ters ? Why, on complaining of bad usage to a magis- 
trate, they should be put in prison till their master ap- 
pear to answer the accusation brought against him ; — 
and why they should be flogged if their complaints are 
held to be frivolous ? Wliy they should be liable to 
punishment at the mere caprice of a magistrate, and 
witliout any trial ? Why they should be made respon- 
sible for the loss of their master’s property, and thereby 
kept in peqietual bondage, without ever recei\'ing any 
wages? Why they should be treated as vagabonds, 
and be liable to be disposed of at the pleasure of any 
local functionary in whose district they may reside, if they 
do not hire themselves to a master ? Wliy they should 
be given to any master, by such an authority, without 
ever having been consulted on the sul:yect ? Why they 
should be liable to have their homes violated, their 
(children torn from them, and from the arms of tlieir 
distiacted mothers, without having the smallest chance 
of redress? Why they should be denied, by the justice 
and humanity ot llritain, the boon prepared for them 
by the Batavian government, when tlie Cape of Good 
Hope fell into the hands of the English ? And why 
these intolerable oppre.ssions should amtinuc t<^ be im- 
posed upon them, in direct violation of the proclamation 
, of the colonial government, declaring, that the original 
iiatives of the country, the Hottentots, must be consi- 
dered and treated as a free people, who have a lawful 
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i\\mh in the eolony ; and whose persons, piopei-ty, and 
possessions ought, for that reason, to be ptoteeted, the 
sijme as other free jieople t * 
llie interest of the colony cannot recjttiiYJ that such 
a system of cruel oppression should bo continued ; and 
it is impossible that the justice, the humanity, and 
the nnignanimity of the British government can sufi'er 
longer that evils so enormous should exist in any of its 
I'oivign dependencies. Let ju.stice be done to the Hot- 
tentots ; let them be exempted from the oppression of 
tlie locid authorities of the countiy ; let them lie at 
liberty to bring the produce tjf their labour to the best 
market ; let tliern ha\e all the genial stimulus arising 
b'oin the elevated caix's of a family ; let them feel ail 
those powerful energies which arise from seeing the 

^ The nianiy iettfr of Dr, Vuntlcrkentp to Governor 
Appendix, No. XV,) sliows Innv .<uch oppressions }>revailetl, and in 
whaf teruis they were denouncerl in Ids tirrn?: the note of my 
esteenti'fl friemi and fehow-lnbovirer, Mr, Camj>i>ell, (see Appeudi.v, 
\o. XVII.) give^ hij? im|Kiiiant testimony to their corilituiance at 
the perioii of his trjnets in South Africa; and full und unaiiHwer- 
ahlf e\i(lcnee of tlictr existence down, to the present time will he 
found in the Tluopalh und lU'lkdadin'p Corrvi^pondenci"^ ami in Uie 
article^ nnmhcred XIL» XllI,, und XIV. ot Appendix. 

In addiiiftn to the respeetuVde testimonies ul ready adduced in 
re 2 :Hril to thg existence of Budi abuses, ami in baoui of our mis- 
sionary indiiutioris, I nmy here mention that of iny esteemed friend 
n. K. Kstp, merchant in i’apt? Town, wlia had ample 

op|>ortunity, dunug* his various journeys into the interior, of fonnmg 
a cofTeei estimate of their true character and eflectH, Mr, Rutlier-' 
foord’s opinion on the mthject was boklly and decidedly expre.ssed in 
a Cape journaf {South Afrkm (hmnmdul ddtertim\ March 17, 
182 I), at u penf.xl when it was idumst opprobrious in the colony to 
avow such sentiments : but, such was the jK)wer of truth, uml the 
pure character of its advocate on i\m occasion, that malice itseit was 
silenced, and calumny for a.perioil was dumb. 
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support, — ^the lives of their children dependent upon 
their labour; let the churches of the colonists be thrown 
open for their devotional exercises ; let the ministers of 
the colony be enjoined to recognise them as a part of 
their charge ; and let not this interfere with the self- 
denied labours of those who are willing to impart to them 
the fu st elements of instruction and, when those invi- 
dious distinctions which mar all fellowship but that 
\vhich arises from a partnership in guilt are done aw'ay, 
the loathsome appearances which now deform the face 
of our African Society, and which indicate a rottenness 
deeply seated at the core, may be expected, under the 
impartial administration of equal laws, the fostering 
wing ol' the British constitution, and the purifying in- 
tluence of Christian instruction and evangelical minis- 
tiations, gradually to pass away along with them. 

To use the eloquent language of Mr. Wilberforce, — 

Africa will then become the seat of civilization, 
because the seat of liberty— the seat of commerce, 
because the seat of liberty — the seat of science, because 
the seat of liberty — the seat of religion, because the 
seat t)f liberty— the seat of morals, because the seat of 
liberty — the seat of happiness, because the seat of 
liberty ! ” 


ESU OP THE FIRST VOLCJIE. 
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